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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  .  .  . 

MAURICE   ARTHUR   SEARLE 

Most   Excellent  Grand   First   Principal 

Born — 

Croydon,  England,  6  November,  1898,  came  to  Canada  as 

a  boy  in  1911. 
Parents- — 

William  and  Kate  Searle. 

Married — 

Wife's  name,  (May)  Mary. 
Religion — 

Member  of  Eglinton  United  Church,  Toronto. 

War  Record — 

Enlisted  at  the  age  of  I6V2  years,  December,  1915,  soon 
after  he  went  to  France  with  the  18th  Battalion,  2nd  Can- 
adian Division.  25th  of  May,  1917,  he  was  wounded  at 
Merricourt  on  the  Lens  Front,  and  was  invalided  in  France 
for  some  time.  Later  he  saw  action  in  several  capacities 
and  remained  in  France  until  December,  1918.  On  New 
Year's  eve.  1918-19,  he  returned  to  England.  He  returned 
to  Canada  and  received  his  discharge  at  the  Exhibition 
Grounds,  Toronto. 

Business — 

After  his  discharge  from  the  army  he  took  advantage  of 
the  educational  courses  provided  by  the  Department  of 
Soldiers  Re-establishment.  Later  he  was  posted  to  the 
accounting  department  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Commission. 
In  1924  he  became  assistant  supervisor  in  the  Pensions 
Claims  Branch.  September,  1930,  saw  another  change  in 
the  Pensions  Department  of  Canada,  and  our  Grand  Z.  was 
appointed  Pensions  Advocate  with  the  Department  of 
Pensions  and  National  Health.  The  1st  of  September,  1939, 
saw  another  change  for  him  by  being  appointed  District 
Pensions  Advocate,  a  position  he  still  maintains  (to  quote 
from  The  Veterans'  Advocate,  a  monthly  magazine)  "and 
fills  admirably."  In  1953  the  Ontario  government  honored 
him  by  appointing  him  a  Commissioner  of  the  Soldiers' 
Aid  Commission  of  Ontario. 

Masonic  Record 

Initiated,  Passed  and  Raised  in  Alpha  Lodge  No.  384,  G.R.C.,  A.F.  & 
A.M.,  in  1922,  became  Worshipful  Master  in  1938,  elected  D.D.G.M.,  To- 
ronto District  D,  1950-51.  Received  Honorary  Rank  as  P.M.  in  Ulster 
Lodge  No.  537,  G.R.C.  and  Remembrance  Lodge  No.  586,  G.R.C.,  Toronto. 
Exalted  in  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter  No.  145,  G.R.C,  in  1926,  became  First 
Principal  1942,  elected  Grand  Superintendent  1948,  elected  to  Grand 
Chapter  Executive  Committee  1951-5,  elected  Grand  J.  1955-6,  and  Grand 
First  Principal,  April  25,  1957.  He  has  served  Grand  Chapter  in  many 
ways  and  at  the  present  time  is  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Delaware,  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  He  served  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  the  Toronto  District's  Principals'  Association  and  was  elected 
President.  Past  Thrice  111.  Master  of  Adoniram  Council  No.  2,  Royal  and 
Select  Masters  of  Ontario,  and  Past  Grand  Inspector  General;  Past  Com- 
mander Noah  Royal  Ark  Mariners  of  Ontario,  he  is  a  member  of  Geof- 
frey de  St.  Aldemar  Preceptory  No.  8  Knight  Templars,  a  Kt.  Comp.  of 
the  Red  Cross  of  Constantine  and  Appendant  Orders. 

Other  activities:  Our  Grand  Z.  in  his  younger  days  was  one  of  Can- 
ada's well  known  soccer  football  players  and  was  highly  rated.  Now  his 
chief  recreation  is  golf,  being  a  member  of  the  Islington  Golf  Club. 

F.  J.  J. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

PROCEEDINGS 
THE   NINETY-NINTH   ANNUAL   CONVOCATION   OF   THE   GRAND 
CHAPTER  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  OF  CANADA,  HELD  IN 
THE  KING  EDWARD  HOTEL,  TORONTO,  ONTARIO,  ON  APRIL 
24TH  AND  25TH,  1957. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Loftus  House Grand  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Alexander  Macdonald  Taylor as  Grand  H. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  Arthur  Searle Grand  J. 

PAST  GRAND  Z's 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  R.  V.  Conover,  F.  W.  Dean,  C.  M.  Pitts,  A.  G. 

N.  Bradshaw,  J.  A.  M.  Taylor 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  John  N.  H.  Norton Grand  Chaplain 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean  Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gerald  Bell Grand  Scribe  N. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  Pithie Grand  Principal  Sojourner 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Norman  S.  Clark Grand  Senior  Sojourner 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Norman  F.  H.  Bright Grand  Junior  Sojourner 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Murdoch  L.  Martyn Grand  D.  of  C. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Reginald  Shaw Assistant  Grand  D.  of  C. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  S.  Biggs as  Grand  Pursuivant 

Comp.  Walter  Wakefield Grand  Outer  Guard 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

St.  Clair  District  No.  1 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Bradley  Porter 

London  District  No.  2 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fredrick  George  Sheppard 

Wilson  District  No.  3  R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Leonard  Young 

Wellington  District  No.  4 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Leonard  Richard  Hertel 

Hamilton  District  No.  5 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Albert  Samuel  Martin 

Huron  District  No.  6  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fraser  Earl  Jeffrey  Hay,  M.D. 

Niagara  District  No.  7 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Axel  Larson 

Toronto  East  District  No.  8  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  Ward  Martin 

Toronto  West  District  No.  8A  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Eldridge  K.  Hogaboom 

Georgian  District  No.  9 R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  McFadyen 

Ontario  District  No.  10 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  George  Freeman 

Prince  Edward  District  No.  11 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  Vernon  Roy 

St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Harold  Hall 

Ottawa  District  No.  13 R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Howard  Edwards 

Algoma  District  No.  14 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  Barclay 

New  Ontario  District  No.  15  R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Finlay  Boucher 

Temiskaming  District  No.  16         R.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin  Francis  McDowell 
Yukon  Territory  District  Dist.  No.  17  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  A.  C.  Gunton 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

GRAND  CHAPTER  OPENED 

A  Constitutional  number  of  Chapters  being  represented  by  their 
qualified  officers,  the  Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  was  opened  in  Ample  Form  at 
ten  o'clock  a.m. 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

The  following  distinguished  guests  were  introduced  by  the  Grand 
Director  of  Ceremonies  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Murdoch  L.  Martyn: 

QUEBEC 

M.  Ex.  Comp  Howard  J.  Moffatt,  Grand  Z. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  J.  Osgood,  P.G.Z.  and  our  Grand  Representa- 
tive near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Quebec. 

CONNECTICUT 

M.  Ex.  Co-mp.  Thomas  Bell,  Grand  High  Priest,  Most  Excellent 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Connecticut. 

ILLINOIS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Lyle  R.  Melvin,  Grand  High  Priest,  The  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

MARYLAND 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bird  H.  Dolby,  Grand  Scribe  of  Grand  Chapter  of 
R.A.M.'s  of  Maryland. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  F.  Smith,  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts. 

MICHIGAN 

M.  Ex.,  Comp.  Robert  S.  Spencer,  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Andrus,  P.G.H.P.  and  Grand  Secretary. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  M.  Burke,  P.G.H.P.,  and  our  Grand  Represen- 
tative near  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Michigan. 

NEW  JERSEY 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Orvile  E.  Bidwell,  Grand  High  Priest,  The  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  State  of  New  Jersey;  also  the  Grand  Repre- 
sentative of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Tom  Quitman  Ellis,  General  Grand 
High  Priest,  The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

NEW  YORK 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Randall  Kreger,  Grand  High  Priest. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Lambert,  P.G.H.P.  and  Grand  Secretary. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Wright  J.  Burley,  P.G.H.P. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford  A.  McDonald,  our  Grand  Representative  near 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New  York  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

OHIO 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clayton  W.  Vetrovsky,  Grand  High  Priest. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  James  A.  Gorham,  P.G.H.P.,  our  Grand  Representative 

near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of 

Ohio. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Comp.  Arthur  L.  Miller,  P.M.,  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest,  representing 
Comp.  Walter  D.  Ferree,  M.  Ex.  Grand  High  Priest;  he  is  also 
our  representative  near  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 

Comp.  John  C.  F.  Kitselman,  M.  Ex.  Grand  Secretary,  The  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
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RHODE  ISLAND 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  George  E.  Cheek,  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence 
Plantations. 

VIRGINIA 

M.  Ex.  Comp,  Uroy  W.  Harris,  Grand  High  Priest,  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  Virginia. 

ONTARIO 

M.  Ex.  President  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burnett,  Grand  Council 
of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood  of  Ontario. 

ONTARIO 

M.  111.  Grand  Master  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  E.  French  of  the 
Grand  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  of  Ontario. 

CANADA 

R.  E.  Kt.  &  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Wells,  Grand  Chancellor,  repre- 
senting M.  Em.  Comp.  Dr.  Perry  S.  Cochrane,  Grand  Master  of 
Sovereign  Great  Priory  of  Canada  of  the  United  Orders  of 
Temple  and  Malta. 

CANADA 

M.  111.  P.  Grand  Sovereign  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  F.  Tannahill, 

representing   M.   111.   Sovereign   Melbourne   R.   Chappell   of  the 

Masonic  and   Military   Order  of  Knights   of  the   Red   Cross   of 

Constantine. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  A.F.  &  A.M., 

presentation  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden. 
M.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Hearn,  I.  P.  Grand  Master, 

representing  M.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp.  William  L.  Wright,  Grand 

Master. 
R.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp.  Ewart  G.  Dixon,  Grand  Secretary  of  the 

Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Canada 

in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  WELCOME 
Most  Excellent  Comp.  House  announced: 

All  Royal  Arch  Masons,  in  good  standing,  and  properly  vouched  for, 
will  be  made  welcome  during  the  Convocation." 

MEMORIAL    SERVICE 
By  the  Grand  Chaplain,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  J.  N.  H.  Norton 
The  delegates  joined  in  singing  the  Hymn,  "0  God  Our  Help  in  Ages 
Past," 

"God  Save  the  Queen"  and 
"My  Country  Tis  of  Thee." 

INVOCATION 

"0  God,  Almighty  and  Eternal  Being,  glorious  Architect  and  Ruler 
of  the  Universe,  at  whose  creative  fiat  all  things  first  were  made,  we  the 
frail  creatures  of  Thy  Providence,  humbly  implore  Thee  to  pour  down  on 
this  Convocation,  assembled  in  Thy  Holy  Name,  the  refreshing  dew  of 
Thy  blessing. 

O  Thou,  who  art  a  Spirit,  We  invoke  the  guidance  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit 
as  we  proceed  with  the  business  of  this  assembly,  that  our  hearts,  cleansed 
by  His  inspiration,  we  may  perfectly  love  Thee,  and  worthily  magnify 
Thy  Holy  Name.  Amen." 

We  read  from  "The  Volume  of  the  Sacred  Law" — Duet.  34:  5-10; 
Joshua  1:  1-2;  7. 

"In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and 
the  Word  was  God,  the  same  was  in  the  beginning  with  God.  All  things 
were  made  by  Hirn;  and  without  Him  was  not  anything  made  that  was 
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made.  In  Him  was  life;  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men.  He  came  to 
His  own,  but  His  own  received  Him  not.  But  as  many  as  received,  to 
them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  be- 
lieve on  His  name:  which  were  born  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.  And  the  Word  was  made  flesh 
and  dwelt  among  us  ,  (and  we  beheld  His  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only 
begotten  of  the  Father)  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

MEMORIAL  PRAYER  

"Blessed  be  tne  Lord  God  of  Isreal,  who  didst  fulfill  that  which  Thou 
didst  promise  to  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob,  and  unto  Moses,  Joshua  and 
David.  There  hath  not  failed  one  word  that  Thou  hast  spoken  to  these, 
nor  any  of  Thy  Children,  who  have  dared  to  walk  before  Thee  with  all 
their  hearts.  There  is  none  like  Thee  in  Heaven  above,  nor  in  the  earth 
beneath,  for  Thou  keepst  covenant  and  showest  mercy  unto  all  who  have 
made  Thee  their  dwelling  place  in  all  generations. 

"Reveal  Thyself  to  all  who  mourn  the  loss  of  loved  ones,  according 
to  Thy  Hol^  Word,  as  'The  God  of  all  Comfort.'  As  their  loved  ones,  our 
Companions,  did  not  lean  to  their  own  understanding,  so  may  we  ever 
seek  that  wisdom  that  Thou  dost  offer,  saying,  'If  any  man  lack  wisdom 
let  him  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally.'  Harken  unto  the 
prayer  of  Thy  servant,  and  to  the  prayers  of  our  leaders  in  this  Convoca- 
tion, that  they  being  led  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  may  bring  us  to  our  Cen- 
tennial with  that  form  of  rejoicing,  which  is  due  to  Thy  Holy  Name.  To 
Thee  we  shall  give  all  the  glory.  Amen." 

The  delegates  then  joined  in  singing 

ABIDE   WITH   ME 

A  period  of  silence. 

PRESENTATION  OF  LIVING  PAST  GRAND  Z's 
The  Grand  Z.,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  requested  the  Grand 

Director  of  Ceremonies,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Murdoch  Martyn,  to  present  the 

living  Past  Grand  Z's.  The  following  were  present: 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C  ,  Grand  Z.,  1943-1944. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Col.  Reginald  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  Grand  Z.,  1945-1946. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean,  Grand  Z.,  1947-1948. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  McL.  Pitts,  Grand  Z.,  1949-1950. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  Grand  Z.,  1951-1952. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor,  Grand  Z.,  1954-1954. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House  extended  a  warm  and  sincere  welcome  to 

the  Past  Grand  Z's,  after  which  Grand  Honours  were  accorded,  and  M.  Ex. 

Comp.  J.  M.  Burden  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Z's. 

TORONTO  DISTRICTS  EXTEND  WELCOME 

To  The    Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal,  John  Loftus  House, 

Officers  and  Members  of  The  Grand  Chapter 

Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

The  Companions  of  Toronto  Districts  No.  8  and  No.  8A  deem  it  an 
honour  and  a  privilege  to  extend  sincere  fraternal  greetings  on  this  the 
Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons 
of  Canada. 

To  the  distinguish«d  guests  from  sister  jurisdictions  in  Canada,  the 
United  States,  and  far  off  lands,  including  the  representatives  from 
other  Masonic  bodies,  we  extend  the  same  sincere  greetings. 

Be  assured  that  we  deem  it  a  great  honour  to  receive  you  in  our  fair 
city,  and  sincerely  hope  that  your  stay  will    be  a  most  memorable  one. 

Most  Excellent  Sir: 

Your  term  as  our  Grand  First  Principal  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close.  The  Principals,  Past  Principals  and  Companions  of  the  twenty- 
seven  chapters  comprising  the  two   Toronto   Districts   wish  to   express 
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their  appreciation  and  thanks  to  you  for  tireless  devotion  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry. 

The  Companions  know  all  too  well  the  weight  of  the  burden  borne 
by  The  Most  Excellent,  The  Grand  First  Principal.  The  burden  of 
executive  leadership,  of  travelling:,  of  the  trusteeship  of  the  vast  heritage 
that  has  come  down  to  us  through  the  ages. 

You,  Most  Excellent  Sir,  have  not  spared  yourself  either  in  time  or 
energy  in  your  efforts  to  further  the  best  interests  of  Capitular  Masonry, 
and  in  so  doing  you  have  endeared  yourself  to  all  the  Companions 
throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

Your  humble  and  gracious  attitude  toward  all  Companions,  coupled 
with  your  willingness  to  impart  knowledge  and  advice,  have  gained  for 
you  a  vast  amount  of  respect  and  esteem.  You  have  graced  your  exalted 
office  with  dignity  and  solemnity  and  carried  out  your  duties  to  the 
utmost,  which  upholds  the  high  ideals  and  traditions  of  the  Royal  Craft. 
It  has  been  a  great  and  a  proud  privilege  to  have  served  under  your 
leadership  during  the  past  two  years. 

It  is  our  most  earnest  prayer  and  desire  that  you  may  be  long  spared 
to  continue  ycur  service  to  Capitular  Masonry. 

The  Toronto  Companions  hope  that  the  Ninety-ninth  Annual  Con- 
vocation of  Grand  Chapter  will  be  memorable  and  happy  for  all  assembled 
and  that  the  deliberations  will  be  conducted  in  harmony  and  blest  by 
Him  whom  we  all  humbly  adore. 

Most  Excellent  Sir: 

In  presenting  to  you  this  address  of  welcome,  The  Principals  of  the 
twenty-seven  Chapters  of  the  two  Toronto  Districts  wish  to  express  to 
you  in  some  tangible  way  their  deep  appreciation  of  our  pleasant  as- 
sociations together.  They,  therefore,  ask  you  to  accept  this  momento  as  a 
lasting  reminder  of  those  association,  and  may  the  Great  Jehovah  be 
ever  with  you  and  yours. 

C.  W.  Martin, 

Grand  Superintendent,  Dist.  8. 
E.  B.  Hogaboom, 

Grand  Superintendent,  Dist.  8A. 

PRESENTED  ON  BEHALF  OF  TORONTO  DISTRICTS 

8  AND  8A 
TORONTO  DISTRICT  8 

1956  1957 

ST.  ANDREWS  AND  ST.  JOHN'S  CHAPTER  No.  4 

Ex.  Comp.  R.  Dearden  Ex.  Comp.  Ken  Johnston 

KING  SOLOMON'S  CHAPTER  No.  8 
Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  McConnell  Ex.  Comp.  David  Reid 

YORK  CHAPTER  No.  62 
Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Mitchell  Ex.  Comp.  Val  Sharp 

ST.  PAUL'S  CHAPTER  No.  65 
Ex.  Comp.  Alf.  Wildman  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Addison 

ORIENT  CHAPTER   No.  79 
Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Duguid  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  Winney 

SUCCOTH  CHAPTER  No.  135 
Ex.  Comp.  Sid  Egginton  Ex.  Comp.  E.  W.  Bradbury 

THE   ST.  PATRICK'S   CHAPTER   No.   145 
Ex.  Comp.  C.  L.  Ford  Ex.  Comp.  B.  K.  Bell 

BEACHES  CHAPTER  No.  163 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  F.  Mills  Ex.  Comp.  E.  W.  Bath 

VICTORIA  CHAPTER  No.  205 
Ex.  Comp.  Eric  Andrews  Ex.  Comp.  H.  J.  Bourne 
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ST.  ALBAN'S  CHAPTER  No.  217 
Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  J.  Raeburn  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  Wyllie 

BEAVER  CHAPTER  No.  225 
Ex.  Comp.  John  Gray  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Welham 

AURORA  CHAPTER  No.  235 
Ex.  Comp.  Ray  Jennings  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Barron 

UNIVERSITY  CHAPTER  No.  241 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  S.  Foley  Ex.  Comp.  R.  G.  Pollock 

TRYIAN  CHAPTER   (U.D.) 
Ex.  Comp.  P.  F.  Connelly  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Connelly 

C.  W.  Martin, 

Grand  Superintendent. 
J.  Harry  Pugh, 

Secretary. 

TORONTO  DISTRICT  8A 
1956  1957 

OCCIDENT  CHAPTER  No.  77 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  R.  Brankston  Ex.  Comp.  F.  P.  Wratten 

TORONTO  ANTIQUITY  CHAPTER  No.  91 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  Wiseman  Ex.  Comp.  I.  Danhower 

SHEKINAH  CHAPTER  No.  138 
Ex.  Comp.  R.  R.  Parsons  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Spencer 

PEEL  CHAPTER  No.  195 
Ex.  Comp.  Walter  Spink  Ex.  Comp.  Joe  Gold 

MOUNT  SINAI  CHAPTER  No.  212 
Ex.  Comp.  Aube  Weisman  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  D.  Weinstock 

MIMICO  CHAPTER  No.  215 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  B.  Angst  Ex.  Comp.  Herb  Jones 

ULSTER  CHAPTER  No.  219 
Ex.  Comp.  L.  C.  Pilson  Ex.  Comp.  A.  D.  Napier 

LEBANON  CHAPTER  No.  220 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  B.  Richardson  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Jefferson 

PORT  CREDIT  CHAPTER  No.  230 
Ex.  Comp.  A.  R.  Jamieson  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Young 

THE  ST.  CLAIR  CHAPTER  No.  231 
Ex.  Comp.  E.  C.  Hanson  Ex.  Comp.  H.  Edmondson 

KING  CYPRUS  CHAPTER  No.  232 
Ex.  Comp.  W.  F.  Roberts  Ex.  Comp.  W.  W.  Lester 

OAKWTOOD  CHAPTER  No.  233 
Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  McClocklin  Ex.  Comp.  W.  B.  Burton 

HUMBER  CHAPTER  No.  246 
Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Harrison  Ex.  Comp.  G.  Gunn 

E.  B.  Hogaboom, 

Grand  Superintendent. 
S.   Bustard, 

Secretary. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES,  1956 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  commenced  reading  the  minutes  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Ninety-Eighth  Annual  Convocation,  held  in  the  City  of  To- 
ronto, when  it  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle, 
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Resolved — "That  as  th3  Proceedings  of  the  last  Annual  Convocation, 
held  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  April  25  and  26,  1956,  have  been  printed 
and  copies  thereof  sent  to  all  the  Chapters  in  this  Jurisdiction,  the 
recorded  Minutes  be  considered  as  read,  and  the  same  is  now  confirmed." 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  and  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  and — 

Resolved — "That  the  Order  of  Business  of  this  Grand  Convocation  be 
changed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Grand  Z." 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  W.  Woodland,  Chairman  of  the  Credentials 
Committee,  reported  that  there  are  157  Warranted  Chapters  on  the  Roll 
of  Grand  Chapter  of  which  144  Chapters  were  represented  by  the  follow- 
ing: 

Chapter 
No.       1— D.  Shepherd,  Z.;  T.  N.  Clarke,  H.  J.  Milne,  H.  F.  Thomson,  C. 

H.  Hall,  L.  N.  Armstrong,  P.Z's. 
No.       2— A.  Miller,  Z.;  J.  C.  Leith,  C.  R.  Lloyd,  W.  A.  Wilton,  E.  M. 

Marshall,  P.Z's. 
No.       3— S.  H.  Taylor,  Z.;  E.  S.  Gale,  H.;  W.  H.  Parker,  H.  T.  Down, 

P  Z's 
No.       4— G.  K.  Johnston,  Z.;  R.  E.  Cain,  H.;  H.  A.  Sayer,  J.;  L.  G.  Jack- 
son, R.  N.  McElhinney,  V.  L.  Mutton,  E.  W.  Parker,  T.  E. 

Peck,  W.  F.  Eccles,  H.  E.  Hodgins,  C.  F.  Tye,  R.  Dearden, 

P.Z's. 
No.       5— D.  Smith,  H.;  A.  Cavanagh,  J.  A.  Kennedy,  L.  N.  Allen,  P.Z's. 
No.       6— F.  Scott,  Proxy,  R.  L.  Lloyd,  P.Z's. 
No.       7— W.   B.   Humphreys,  Z.;    M.   Hancock,   H.   S.   McElbrath,  H.   E. 

Payne,  E.   C.  Wood,  R.  E.  Houston,   F.   K.  Hodgen,   C.   E. 

Meyers,  \.  H.  Graves,  P.Z's. 
No.       8— D.  G.  Reid,  Z.;  S.  Sleeman,  H.;  J.  Keillor,  J.;  W.  Holywell,  W. 

Kewn,  E.  M.  Woolcock,  W.  R.  Shaw,  F.  H.  McNeill,  A.  Otis, 

D.  Munro,  A.  T.  Lewis,  H.  N.  Carr,  G.  McConnell,  A.  Car- 

withen,  W.  H.  King,  A.  L.  Tinker,  W.  Ince,  F.  J.  Johnson, 

S.  F.  Hutchinson,  W.  J.  Low,  W.  C.  Gowland,  F.  Holliday, 

P.Z's. 
No.     15— W.  E.  Eldridge,  Z.;  A.  W.  Armstrong,  H.;  L.  C.  Ewener,  J.;  W. 

J.  Southcombe,  P.Z. 
No.     16— H.  Burmaster,  Z.;  N.  Bright,  F.  A.  McDiarmid,  L.  B.  Gillespie, 

R.  J.  Axcell,  F.  G.  Smith,  P.Z's. 
No.     18— H.  Parker,  Z.;  A.  Wishart,  E.  Thurlow,  J.  Hibner,  P.Z's. 
No.     19— W.  S.  Coolin,  Z.;  F.  B.  Lottridge,  J.  Dickie,  C.  M.  Porter,  P.Z's. 
No.     20— J.  R.  Lovell,  Z.;  E.  L.  Townson,  H.;  R.  W.  E.  McFadden,  E. 

DeMontgomery,  A.  MacGregor,  S.  B.  O.  Valentine,  P.Z's. 
No.     22— E.  A.  Barnard,  Z.;  J.  A.  Noble,  P.Z. 
No.     23— D.  H.  Ford,  Z  ;  L.  O'Connor,  J.;  F.  M.  Reid,  C.  M.  Kramer,  W. 

Johnston,  E.  Hind,  P.Z's. 
No.     24— G.  Smith,  Z.;  F.  Bradley,  P.Z. 

No.     26— H.  Burke,  Proxy,  N.  M.  Sprague,  C.  H.  Burley,  P.Z's. 
No.     27— T.  N.  Fisher,  Z.;  R.  A.  Barker,  H.;  F.  C.  Melton,  J.;  J.  Mc- 

Fadyen,  B.  M.  Conron,  R.  H.  Davidson,  P.Z's. 
No.     28— W.  L.  Houston,  Z.;  H.  0.  Flintoff,  J.  R.  Wheeler,  P.Z's. 
No.     29—0.  N.  Krich,  Proxy,  T.  Camelford,  F.  R.  Martin,  R.  R.  Reece, 

R.  Wright,  W.  A.  Farr,  R.  S.  Ash,  E.  C.  McCullagh,  J.  E. 

Yocon,  P.Z's. 
No.     31— H.   A.   Alder,   Z.;    H.   Delmer,   H.;    F.   R.    Greatrix,   J.,   W.   T. 

Havery,  P.Z. 
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No.     32— W.  A.  Crawford,  Proxy,  F.  C.  Ackert,  D.  J.  Marriott,  P.Z's. 
No.     34— J.  M.  Lindsay,  Z.;   R.   A.   Stewart,  H.   E.   McCullough,  F.   D. 

Shannon,   P.Z's. 
No.     35— J.  E.  Mitchell.  Z.;  E.  R.  Stafford,  H.;  P.  Conibear,  F.  J.  Gale, 

H.  L.  Pringle,  P.Z's. 
No.     36— B.  H.  Pammet,  Z.;   R.  B.   Pitchford,  H.;   J.  E.   Griven,  C.   B. 

Elliott,  A.  Watkins,  P.Z's. 
No.     37— J.  Cornish,  Z.;  E.  McKeever,  J.;  B.  Brown,  R.  W.  Smart,  H. 

Inch,   W.   H.    Meldrum,   H.    Mitchell,   E.   J.    Barrowclough, 

P  Z's 
No.     40— M.  C.  Watson,  Z.;  C.  D.  Van  Norman,  C.  E.  Morgan,  T.  Hol- 

brook,  J.  W.  Frey,  J.  A.  Robertson,  W.  J.  Van  Norman,  J. 

F.  Marr,  P.  Mercer,  C.  T.  Palmer,  P.Z's. 
No.     41— E.  Johnson,  Proxy,  E.  A.  Webber,  H.  R.  Nagle,  P.Z's. 
No.     44— M.  S.  Clark,  Proxy,  A.  Roy,  D.  R.  Sharp,  E.  Zeran,  P.Z's. 
No.     45— A.  A.  Kemp,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.     46— F.  Huff,  Z.;  R.  Bradford,  H.;  T.  W.  Durr,  F.  R.  Stewart,  F. 

May,  A.  K.  Campbell,  N.  B.  Johnston,  P.Z's. 
No.     47— T.  J.  Quinton,  Z.;  F.  Simmonds,  L.  H.  Veale,  P.Z's. 
No.     48— W.  Baker,  Z. 
No.    53— W.  H.  Rolston,  Z. 
No.     54— E.  J.  Gellatly,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.     55— F.  L.  Thomson,  Z.;  C.  A.  Larson,  P.Z. 
No.     56— W.  T.  Kennedy,  C.  J.  Baxendale,  P.Z's. 
No.     57— C.  A.  Winn,  H.;  D.  L.  Winn,  Proxy,  H.  Angle,  E.  R.  English,  R. 

B.  White,  P.Z's. 
No.  59— W.  M.  Everetts,  Z. 
No.     62— V.  Sharp,  Z.;  A.  H.  Gray,  J.;  J.  Shields,  D.  B.  Young,  C.  M. 

Platten,  W.  J.  Grierson,  P.  W.  Farr,  G.  A.  Cooper,  P.Z's. 
No.     63— J.  E.  MacLaurin,  Z. 
No.     64— R.  S.  Doan,  Z.;  R.  H.  Dilamarter,  E.  C.  Hudon,  J.  G.  Frame,  C. 

E.  Griffen,  T.  A.  Barron,  F.  H.  Hardy,  G.  M.  Seeley,  N.  J. 

Penwarden,  C.  Cohen,  P.Z's. 
No.     65— H.  G.  Robb,  Prcxy,  N.  S.  Clark,  C.  B.  Parker,  H.  B.  Lane,  P.Z's. 
No.     66— D.  E.  Kyle,  Z.;  W.  J.  Bell,  H.;  F.  Case,  J.;  J.  W.  Crich,  J.  Back, 

M.  E.  Clarke,  J.  B.  Higgins,  J.  Doig,  A.  Corby,  C.  A.  Barber, 

M.  A.  Reid,  P.Z's. 
No.     67— J.  F.  Edwards,  Proxy,  D.  A.  Cox,  P.Z's. 
No.     69— A.  Jarvis,  Proxy,  G.  A.  Oldfield,  J.  B.  Lipsett,  P.Z's. 
No.     71— N.  Walford,  Z.;  T.  Weaver,  J.;  R.  C.  Brushett,  P.Z. 
No.     73 — A.  Overfield,  Z.;  P.  L.  Lalonde,  J.  G.  Carnegie,  J.  L.  Carnegie, 

T.  E.  Armstrong,  P.Z's. 
No.     75— L.  Bird,  Z.;  W.  H.  Gold,  H.;  N.  McPhail,  J.;  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  E. 

Harrop,  J.  C.  Cunningham,  P.Z's. 
No.     76— C.  H.  Sheppard,  Proxy,  J.  H.  Hughes,  G.  E.  French,  P.Z's. 
No.     77— F.  P.  Wratten,  Z.;  G.  Cleverden,  H.;  J.  A.  Prince,  W.  Shearer, 

S.  Bustard,  W.  F.  Damp,  J.  E.  Jenkins,  A.   Green,   E.  O. 

Isard,  J.  T.  Gilchrist,  J.  M.  Burden,  C.  W.  Emmett,  E.  K. 

Hogaboom,   S.   E.   Solley,   H.   Smith,  W.   R.   Brankston,  R. 

Falconer,  D.  Falconer,  H.  P.  Hopkinson,  P.Z's. 
No.     78— R.  Ratz,  Proxy,  H.  Walpur,  P.Z's. 
No.     79— A.  J.  R.  Moxon,  H.;  H   F.  Myers,  J.;  W.  M.  Scott,  G.  Jones,  A. 

H.  Jones,  L.  L.  Querie,  P.Z's. 
No.     80— A.  D.  Bates,  Z.;  W.  E.  Tregenza,  G.  I.  Smyth,  F.  Pithie,  H.  B. 

Porter,  P.Z's. 
No.     81— R.  E.  Moore,  Z.;  L.  Simpson,  H.;  B.  Damude,  C.  A.  Brooks,  H. 

P.  Grant,  D.  C.  McNeive,  C.  Pressey,  S.  W.  W.  Durkee,  K.  C. 

Emmerson,    P.Z's. 
No.     82— J.  C.  Stewart,  Z.;  F.  S.  Foot,  P.Z. 
No.     83— C.  0.  Broyden,  Z.;  A.  W.  Gillespie,  P.Z. 
No.     84— A.  Robertson,  Z.;  T.  Burke,  J.  McLean,  P.Z's. 
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No.     90— A.   Barclay,   P.Z. 

No.     91—1.  Danhower,  Z.;  J.  Short,  H.;  H.  Plunkett,  J.;  R.  Somerville,  J. 

Silk,  C.  Howes,  J.  Bailey,  A.  F.  Tannahill,  W.  J.  Stewart,  D. 

Coghill,  S.  Donnan,  A.  A.  Kitchen,  C.  Litherland,  D.  Calder, 

A.  Brook,  H.  Nelson,  P.Z's. 

No.     94— H.  E.  Bouck,  Z.;  G.  McCombe,  L.  A.  Gilkinson,  W.  C.  Blackwell, 

P  Z's 
No.     95 — G.  Grieve,  Proxy,  G.  Shute,  P.Z's. 

No.  102 — J.  G.  Cameron,  Z.;  P.  S.  Jannison,  J.  E.  Davidson,  P.Z's. 
No.  103— A.  S.  Haley,  Z. 

No.  104— J.  Shaw,  J.;  G.  Brown,  C.  Sherry,  P.Z's. 
No.  HO^J.  S.  Ewing,  H.  S.  Ewing,  P.Z's. 

No.  113— W.  A.  Milligan,  Z.;  R.  A.  Armstrong,  A.  Mitchell,  P.Z's. 
No.  114— H.  W.  Mayhew,  Proxy.  R.  A.  Fraser,  H.  W.  Pointen,  P.Z's. 
No.  115— J.  L.  Churchill,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  116— W.  W.  White,  Z.;  A.  W.  Wright,  W.  H.  Edwards,  W.  H.  Hooper, 

P.Z's. 
No.  117— W.  Hemphill,  Z.;  A.  C.  Mason,  Proxy,  G.  H.  Shannon,  A.  Shoe- 
maker, N.  A.  MacEachern,  F.  W.  Hoodless,  0.  A.  Keffer,  W. 

J.  James,  W.  J.  Stoner,  I.  Marshall,  G.  De  Kleinhans,  I.  H. 

Tucker    P.Z's. 
No.  119— J.  A.  Mclnty're,  z.;  R.  C.  Overholt,  H.;  A.  S.  H.  Cree,  E.  H. 

Brennan,  R.  A.  Willett,  G.  Bloomfield,  P.Z's. 
No.  129—1.  Benson,  Z.;  S.  L.  Earl,  J. 
No.  130— H.  Morrow,  Z.;  J.  Norton,  L.  Avis,  P.Z's. 
No.  131— L.  McKenzie,  Z.;  G.  Bell,  D.  R.  Davidson,  W.  M.  Lee,  O.  Greig, 

C.  H.  Whicher,  P.Z's. 
No.  132— A.  Wheeler,  Z. 

No.  133— G.  W.  Morrison,  Z.;  G.  A.  Phillips,  C.  E.  Armstrong,  P.Z's. 
No.  134— E.  L.  Jackson,  Z. 
No.  135— W.  E.  Bradbury,  Z.;  M.  Veitch,  P.Z. 
No.  138— J.   Spencer,   Z.;   A.   Watson,   H.;   B.   Spencer,   J.;    H.   Hughes, 

Proxy,  W.  J.  Harris,  H.  Huggins,  E.  Dobson,  E.  H.  Hughes, 

J.  Benson,  C.  E.  Wells,  R.  Ackerman,  C.  V.  Elliott,  G.  H. 

Swanston,  P.Z's. 
No.  140— R.  Hegel,  Z.;  C.  E.  Rich,  H.;  W.  Shaver,  J.;  D.  Harcus. 
No.  143— E.  A.  McKillican,  Z.;  M.  A.  McEwen,  H.;  S.  W.  McKay,  J.;  C. 

B.  McDerrnid,  P.Z. 

No.  144— R.  H.  E.  Spencer,  Z.;  R.  S.  Nesbit,  H.;  E.  J.  Solomon,  J.;  K. 

A.  McQuoid,  P.Z. 
No.  145— B.  K.  Bell,  Z.;  T.  R.  Tompkins,  H.;  B.  F.  Forward,  J.;  A.  J. 

Martin,  E.  E.  Reid,  L.  B.  Morrison,  J.  R.  Legacy,  W.  C. 

Johnston,  R.  H.  Dee,  M.  A.  Searle,  E.  A.  Colwell,  W.  E. 

Pomeroy,  T.  S.  Westcott,  R.  J.  Lewis,  P.  W.  Rogers,  W.  J. 

Tow,  D.  P.  Collins,  R.  E.  Peterson,  P.Z's. 
No.  146— G.  McKechnie,  Z.;  F.  Day,  H.;  O.  Thompson,  J.;  F.  Hay,  J.  A. 

Wilson,  A   Dodds,  W.  M.  Henderson,  P.Z's. 
No.  147— J.  S.  Kilpatrick,  Z.;  K.  Cameron,  H.;  R.  Mcintosh,  J. 
No.  148— R.  A.  Chambers,  Z.;  M.  J.  McLeod,  H.;  J.  L.  Tayton,  J.;  D.  J. 

Mcintosh,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  149— W.  I.  Podscaly,  Z.;  W.  B.  Warner,  H.;  V.  K.  Croxford,  J. 
No.  150— D.  A.  McDonald,  Proxy,  J.  W.  Carson,  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  J. 

Bell,  P.Z's. 
No.  151— R.   Childerhose,   Z.;    K.   Hamilton,   H.;    L.   Brumm,   J.:    A.    K. 

Fraser,  E.  T.  Wood,  P.Z's. 
No.  152— S.  R.  L.  Newman,  Z.;  J.  Robb,  H.;  Proxy,  W.  M.  Gow,  J.;  J.  W. 

Smith,   P.Z. 
No.  153— K.  R.  Colwell,  Z.;   M.  Holling,  H.;  J.  H.  Walton,  J.;   T.  Mac- 

Nally,  J.  Burnett,  P.Z's. 
No.  155— P.  Revill,  Z.;  G.  Penny,  H.;  J.  Cesar,  J.;  J.  H.  Woodley,  A.  S. 

Martin,  P.Z's. 
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No.  161— J.  R.  Bristol,  Z.;  J.  Atkinson,  H.;  J.  Kellar,  J.;  E.  T.  Naylor, 

P.Z. 
No.  163— E.  W.  Bath,  Z.;  W.  Brown,  H.;  W.  E.  Bath,  J.;  A.  J.  Stringer, 

S.  A.  Griffin,  E.  Ritcey,  F.  Mills,  F.  Spracklin,  W.  H.  Ford, 

P.Z's. 
No.  167—  C.  P.  Eagles,  Proxy,  J.  R.  Parrott,  P.Z's. 
No.  168— J.  Poulton  Jr.,  Z.;  H.  Pierce,  H.;  W.  Dawson,  J.;  T.  H.  Burgis, 

W.  H.  Brady,  P.Z's. 
No.  169— J.  W.  Smith,  Z. 
No.  175— J.  H.  Rogers,  Z.;  D.  L.  Ewing,  F.  W.  Dean,  B.  C.  Tebbs,  W.  J. 

Shaw,  J.  R.  Dunbar,  P.Z's. 
No.  184— H.  W.  Stouffer,  Z.;  J.  Jones,  J.;  H.  S,  Winkworth,  W.  Rostron, 

A.  J.  Foster,  P.Z's. 
No.  195— J.  Gold,  Z.;  R.  V.  Conover,  H.  Pratt,  H.  McClure,  E.  A.  Hay, 

K.  Davidson,  F.  Kline,  O.  T.  Walker,  P.Z's. 
No.  198— T.  Sanson,  Z.;  H.  G.  Graham,  H.;  D.  C.  Patmore,  P.Z. 
No.  205— D.  E.  Allen,  J.;  C.  W.  Martin,  J.  H.  Pugh,  E.  Andrews,  P.Z's. 
No.  210— J.  Sinclair,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  212— F.  Weinstock,  Z.;  S.  Perlman,  A.  Fox,  S.  Sword,  M.  Cooper,  S. 

Abrams    P  Z's 
No.  213— H.  W.  Poole,  Z.;  A.  F.  McDowell,  P.Z. 
No.  215— T.  B.  Rogers,  Proxy,  W.  Angst,  M.  Hahn,  P.Z's. 
No.  217— W.  Wyllie,  Z.;  J.  J.   Mehaffey,  H.;   A.  O.   Murray,  J.;   W.  J. 

Webber,  W.  J.  Raeburn,  H.  A.  F.  Schytte,  J.  A.  Mackie,  G. 

W.  McRae,  H.  E.  Walker,  J.  L.  House,  J.  A.  Burton,  P.Z's. 
No.  218— M.  Hume,  Z.;  W.  Newell,  P.Z. 
No.  219— A.  Napier,  Z.;  H.  L.  Kesteven,  J.;  D.  S.  MacLachlan,  R.  Boddy, 

L.  C.  Pilson,  G.  R.  Sheard,  H.  C.  Kesteven,  J.  L.  Hewson,  L. 

J.  Colling,  T.  H.  Barker,  J.  S.  Bremner,  G.  Anthony,  P.Z's. 
No.  220— A.  R.  Jefferson,  Z.;  A.  R.  McDougall,  J.;  W.  A.  McKague,  G. 

H.  Horner.  J.  H.  Dicken,  J.  B.  Richardson,  W.  J.  Newlove, 

W.  H.  Carr,  W.  F.  Leuty,  J.  A.  Evans,  P.Z's. 
No.  221— J.  E.  Evans,  Z.;  C.  H.  Blohm,  J.;  W.  H.  Kress,  H.  McKechnie, 

P.  Ramage,  P.Z's. 
No.  222— J.  W.  Tuck,  Z.;  H.  T.  C.  Humphries,  J.  Sinclair,  C.  McL.  Pitts, 

P.Z's. 
No.  223— S.  Hancock,  Z.;  H.  T.  Beaton,  A.  F.  Righton,  G.  L.  Cameron, 

P  Z's 
No.  224-^J.  A.  Atkinson,  Proxy,  J.  S.  Drysdale,  W.  Miller,  M.  K.  Thomas, 

P  Z's 
No.  225— F.  W.  d".  Welham,  Z.;  C.  F.  Carter,  H.;  F.  Alley,  J.;  F.  Carter, 

J.  C.  Day,  W    Pendleton,  C.  E.  Woodstock,  J.  S.  Pickard,  J. 

Alcorn,  C.  L.  Carter,  R.  Wilson,  A.  E.  Rapson,  J.  Gray,  P.Z's. 
No.  226— L.  H.  Wood,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  227— J.  Williams,  Z.;  M.  R.  Anderson,  B.  H.  Smith,  C.  A.  Batt,  R.  D. 

Adams,  C.  McMullen,  L.  F.  Walker,  E.  Lidster,  P.Z's. 
No.  230— R.  A.  Young,  Z.;  J.  Arnold,  H.;  R.  H.  Jamieson,  C.  M.  Lobban, 

C.  T.  Dobson,  P.Z's. 
No.  231— H.  Edmondson,  Z.;  B.  Settle,  H.;  A.  Johnson,  J.;  W.  J.  Davy, 

M.  L.  Martyn,  G.  E.  Henry,  A.  E.  Johnson,  R.  J.  Corner,  W. 

K.  Herd,  E.  C.  Hanson,  J.  W.  Woodland,  L.  A.  Stiver,  P.Z's. 
No.  232— W.  W.  Lester,  Z.;  R.  Fick,  A.  L.  Tinker,  E.  H.  Stanners,  P.Z's. 
No.  233— W.  Burton,  Z.;  B.  Taylor,  J.;  W.  E.  Gardner,  C.  F.  Bolton,  J. 

Burns,  E.  D.  Sproule,  A.  E.  Hayward,  S.  R.  Heaps,  A.  McD. 

Hannah,  P.Z's. 
No.  234— W.  B.  Hamilton,  Z.;  C.  Renwick,  H.;  I.  Noble,  J.;  F.  Wilson,  J. 

Addy,  W.  Cromar,  L.  Tracey,  H.  L.  Ritchie,  P.Z's. 
No.  235— F.  D.  Lacey,  Proxy,  W.  F.  Boaks,  P.Z's. 
No.  236— E.  Burke,  Proxy,  P.Z 
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No.  238— W.  L.  Davies,  Z.;   C.  F.  MacDonald,  H.;   C.  Hanna,  J.;   B.   S. 

Scott,  H.  I.  Orr,  W.  G.  Chapman,  E.  W.  Mitchell,  R.  Taig,  C. 

B.  Morton,  P.Z's. 
No.  239— M.  Hamilton,  Z.;  L.  B.  Boyle,  G.  Monkhouse,  P.Z's. 
No.  240— H.  G   Jackson,  Z.;  J.  N.  Davis,  S.  Magder,  P.Z's. 
No.  241— R.  G.  Pollock,  Z.;  E.  Pickles.  W.  S.  M.  Enouy,  H.  S.  Biggs,  H. 

A.  Parkes,  P.Z's. 
No.  242— F.  G.  Sheppard,  Proxy,  D.  B.  Allan,  P.Z's. 
No.  243— E.  T.  Spera,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  245— L.  R.  Hertel,  Proxy,  A.  P.  Hertel,  P.Z's. 

No.  246— W.  G.  Gunn,  Z.;  J.  Bremner,  H.;  E.  A.  R.  Lush,  J.;  F.  S.  Ford- 
ham,  A.  F.  Nesbit,  H.  J.  Rees,  R.  H.  Taylor,  J.  R.  Johnson, 

A.  F.  Nesbit  Jr.,  H.  E.  Harrison,  P.Z's. 
No.  247— H.  C.  Banks,  Z.;  W.  Smale,  L.  J.  Gent,  P.Z's. 
No.  249— A.  L.  Blanchard,  Z.;  H.  J.  Freeman,  N.  A.  Wilkins,  A.  W.  G. 

Northcutt,  P.Z's. 
No.  250— G.  A.  Erwin,  Z.:  J.  W.  M.  Gourley,  H.;  J.  W.  Dickens,  P.Z. 
No.  251— G.  A.  Goddard,  Proxy,  PZ. 

No.  252— F.  P.  MacFarlane,  Z.;  J.  H.  Coleman,  R.  A.  Bond,  P.Z's. 
No.  253— E.  S.  Ford,  Z.;  R.  L.  Hazen,  H.;  W.  Long,  J.;  E.  Hind,  E.  M. 

Jaques,  W.  Butler,  L.  Challand,  H.  V.  Ryerse,  H.  Edgar,  A. 

E.  Williamson,  E.  Thomas,  F.  M.  Given,  P.Z's. 
No.  254 — C.  Fotheringham,  Proxv,  P.Z. 
No.  255— C.  H.  Swatridge,  Proxy,  W.  L.  Young,  R.  D.  MacDonald,  W.  G. 

Kelly,  P.Z's. 
No.  256— G.  A.  C.  Gunton,  P.Z. 
No.  257— J.  F.  Boucher,  Proxy,  P.Z. 
No.  258— F.  C.  Conley,  Z.;  G.  H.  Thomas,  P.Z. 

The  following  13  Chapters  were  not  represented: 
Huron  No.  30,  Pembroke  No.  58,  Granite  No.  61,  Maitland  No.  68, 
Keystone  No.  72,  Beaver  No.  74,  MacNabb  No.  88,  St.  John's  No.  112, 
Klondike  No.  154,  Lome  No.  164,  Cobalt  No.  203,  Vimy  No.  214,  Dochert 
No.  248. 

144  Chapters  represented. 
13  Chapters  not  represented. 
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There  were  696  Registered  Delegates  having  a  total  vote  of  911. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES  W.  WOODLAND,  Chairman. 
JOSEPH   BENSON,  Vice-Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  W.  Woodland,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  Z.  directed  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  to 
call  the  roll  of  Representatives  of  Sister  Grand  Jurisdictions,  when  they 
assembled  before  the  Altar.  The  following  Grand  Representatives   an- 
swered their  names: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  N.  McElhinney,  Toronto Albama 

M.    "         "       Reg.   V.    Conover,   Brampton Alberta 

V.     "         "       Percy  W.  Rogers,  Toronto Arizona 

R.  "       G.  Howard  Coleman,   Sarnia Arkansas 

R.  John  A.  Mackie,  Toronto British  Columbia 

R.     "         "       D.   Calder,   Toronto   California 

R.     "  Dr.   C.   B.   Parker Colorado 

R-  Harvey  J.   Milne,   Kingston Connecticut 

M.    '  Maurice  A.   Searle,  Toronto Delaware 

R.  "       B.  H.  Smith,  Belleville District  of  Columbia 
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R.  "  "       F.  A.  McDiarmid,  Ottawa  Idaho 

R.  J.  W.  Woodland,  Toronto Illinois 

R.  "  "       A.   L.   Tinker,   Toronto Indiana 

R.  "  "       R.  W.  McFadden,   Brantford Ireland 

R.  "       Rev.  A.  S.  H.  Cree,  Leamington Kentucky 

R.  "  "      J.   Carson,   London Louisiana 

R.  J.  E.  Davidson,  Sault  Ste.  Marie Manitoba 

V.  "  "       A.  J.  Stringer,  Toronto Massachusetts 

M.  "  "       Fred  W.  Dean,  Hamilton  Michigan 

R.  "  F.   Carl  Ackert,   Gait Minnesota 

R.  "       H.  T.  C.  Humphries,  Ottawa  Mississippi 

R.  "  "      W.   J.   Tow,   Toronto Missouri 

R.  "  "      W.  S.  M.  Enouy,  Toronto Nebraska 

R.  "  "       A.   Cavanagh,  London New  Brunswick 

R.  "       N.  M.  Sprague,  Trenton New  Hampshire 

R.  "  "       G.  H.  Shannon,  Kitchener New  Jersey 

R.  "  "       F.  J.  Johnson,  Long  Branch New  South  Wales 

M.  "  "       John  M.  Burden,  Toronto New  York 

R.  "  "       J.  Austin  Evans,  Toronto New  Zealand 

R.  "  "       L.  Hewson,  Toronto  North  Dakota 

M.  "  "       C.  M.  Pitts,  Ottawa Nova  Scotia 

M.  "  "       A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  London Ohio 

R.  "  "       Wm.    E.    Tregenza,    Windsor Oregon 

M.  "  **       John  L.  House,  Toronto Pennsylvania 

M.  "  "       J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  Hornby Quebec 

R.  "      N.  A.   MacEachern,   Waterloo Queensland 

R.  "  "  E.  H.  Brennan,  Leamington                                Rhode  Island 

R.  "  "      J.    E.    Girven,    Peterborough Saskatchewan 

V.  "  "       Alex  McD.  Hannah,  Toronto Scotland 

R.  "  "       H.  Thompson,  Kingston South  Carolina 

R.  "  M       D.  C.  Patmore,  Orillia South  Dakota 

R.  "  "       Chas.    Fotheringham,    Perth Tennessee 

V.  "  V.       J.  T.  Gilchrist,  Toronto Utah 

R.  "  "       Chas.  H.  Sheppard,  Niagara  Falls Vermont 

R.  "  "       F.   G.   Smith,  Ottawa Virginia 

R.  "  "       T.    S.   Westcott,   Toronto Washington 

R.  "       Wm.  J.  Shaw,  Hamilton Western  Australia 

R.  "  "       S.    Perlman,    Toronto Wisconsin 

R.  "  "       Geo.    Shute,    Sudbury Wyoming 

Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House  extended  a  warm  welcome  to  the  Repre- 
sentatives and  presented  R.  Ex.  Comps.  Maurice  A.  Searle  and  Thomas  S. 
Westcott  with  Commissions  for  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Delaware  and 
Washington,  and  asked  all  to  keep  in  contact  with  their  respective  Grand 
Chapters  and  to  try  to  strengthen  the  fraternal  bonds  of  union  with  our 
Sister  Jurisdictions.  Grand  Honors  were  then  given  to  the  49  Representa- 
tives. R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  Representatives. 
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GRAND  Z'S  ADDRESS 


To  the  Officers  and  Companions  of  the  Most  Excellent,  The 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

Today  I  come  to  give  a  report  of  my  stewardship.  We  have 
tried  to  give  you  a  strong  progressive  programme  yet  after  two  years 
I  find  so  much  left  undone.  I  feel  very  humble  in  my  incapacity 
but  my  intentions  have  been  firm.  I  trust  I  may  have  imparted 
guidance  and  instructions  to  the  Companions  that  will  enable  them 
to  proceed  with  courage  and  confidence  and  to  press  forward  in 
the  great  cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

This  Ninety-Ninth  Annual  Convocation  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  is  assembled  in  Toronto  "The  Queen  City"  and  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Province  of  Ontario.  We  extend  to  the  Companions 
and  their  ladies  a  courteous  and  gracious  welcome  and  realize  that 
many  of  our  delegates  have  travelled  far  and  given  of  their  time  to 
be  with  us,  to  study  the  past,  plan  for  the  future,  and  to  legislate 
wisely. 

To  the  Principals  Association  of  the  two  Toronto  districts 
Eight  and  Eight  A,  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Elmer  Woolcock,  Immediate 
Past  President  we  thank  you  for  the  kind  invitation  to  be  your 
guests.  We  also  acknowledge  the  efforts  put  forward  by  R.  Ex. 
Comps.  Martin  and  Hogaboom,  Grand  Superintendents  and  all 
members  of  the  Association  for  their  contributions  on  our  behalf. 

To  our  honoured  and  distinguished  guests  we  extend  fraternal 
and  neighbourly  greetings,  with  representatives  from  Sister  Juris- 
dictions, The  Mother  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario  and  other  Sovereign  Bodies,  your  presence  will  unite  us 
more  closely  in  the  bonds  of  friendship  and  good  fellowship.  We 
wish  for  you  a  most  pleasant  visit  among  us  and  on  your  return 
to  your  respective  homes  may  you  leave  with  the  feeling  "The  time 
was  well  spent  and  it  was  good  for  us  to  be  together." 

My  Companions,  it  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  I  extend 
on  your  behalf  a  warm  and  sincere  welcome  to  a  distinguished 
Brother  and  Companion,  who  is  present  representing  our  Grand 
Master,  William  L.  Wright,  Archbishop  of  Algoma.  Owing  to 
the  celebration  of  Easter,  our  Grand  Master  found  it  impossible  to 
attend  our  Grand  Convocation.  Most  Worshipful  Brother  and 
Very  Excellent  Companion,  Joseph  A.  Hearn,  Immediate  Past 
Grand  Master,  we  are  delighted  to  have  you  with  us.     We  would 
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appreciate   your  extending   to   the   Grand   Master,   our  pledge   of 
continued  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  him  and  Grand  Lodge. 

Once  again  we  extend  to  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp.  Ewart  G. 
Dixon,  Q.C.  Grand  Secretary,  greetings.  May  you  long  be  spared 
to  attend  our  Grand  Convocations.  Your  many  personal  kind- 
nesses to  me  during  my  term  of  office  as  Grand  Z  are  deeply  appre- 
ciated and  for  them  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 


"OUR  DEPARTED  COMPANIONS" 

In  a  contemplative  mood  we  pause  in  our  deliberations  and  set 
aside  our  labours  to  dedicate  our  thoughts  to  those  noble  com- 
panions who  have  completed  life's  journey  and  gone  ahead  of  us 
to  that  land  "from  whose  bourne  no  traveller  ever  returns,"  a 
better  land  where  "faith  fails  not  and  where  God  rules  supreme." 
I  do  not  wish  to  single  out  or  make  distinctions  but  there  is  one 
Companion  of  whom  I  wish  to  make  mention,  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edward  Worth,  P.G.  Superintendent,  MacNabb  Chapter  No.  88. 
Dresden,  Ontario.  This  Companion  was  Grand  Supt.  in  1903, 
District  Deputy  Grand  Master  1901-2.  He  was  presented  with 
his  60  year  Jewel  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1955.  A  Mason  who 
served  Masonry  in  many  branches.  He  wrote  a  publication  entitled 
Landmarks  1853-1950  outlining  the  history  of  Masonry  in  all 
its  branches  in  South  Western  Ontario.  A  copy  of  this  publication 
he  presented  to  the  Archives  of  Grand  Chapter.  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
Edward  Worth  who  was  familiarly  known  as  "Dad"  passed  to  his 
reward  in  1956. 

"Alone  unto  our  Father's  will, 
One  thought  hath  reconciled, 
That  He  whose  love  exceedeth  ours, 
Hath  taken  home  his  Child." 

It  has  been  wisely  said  that  from  the  day  we  begin  to  live, 
so  do  we  also  begin  to  die.  As  we  ponder  this  truth,  we  are  forcibly 
reminded  that  as  "Time  is  inexorable"  so  is  the  certainty  of 
death  unremittable.  Thus  warned  we  must  begin  early  preparation 
during  our  short  lifetime  to  answer  without  fear  the  summons  to 
appear  before  The  Great  Jehovah,  "The  Giver  of  all  Good  and 
Perfect  Gifts".  Constantly  we  are  reminded  to  let  our  light  so 
shine  before  men  that  they  may  see  our  good  works  and  glorify  our 
Father  who  is  in  Heaven. 

Our  Spirits  come  from  we  know  not  where,  but  we  live  with 
an  abiding  faith  that  the  divine  reward  is  awaiting  those  who  cease 
to  live  on  earth  to  be  accorded  a  resting  place  in  that  "House  not 
made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  Heavens." 
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"We  do  not  sigh  when  golden  skies  have  donned 
The  purple  shadows  and  the  gray  of  night 
Because  we  know  the  morning  lies  beyond 
And  we  have  only  to  wait  awhile  for  light." 
The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  will  present  their  report 
during  the  Convocation. 

VISITATIONS 

Many  invitations  were  extended  to  your  Grand  First  Princi- 
pal from  Sister  Jurisdictions  and  other  Masonic  bodies  during  the 
year.  An  invitation  was  extended  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother 
William  L.  Wright,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada, 
in  the  Province  of  Ontario  to  attend  the  101st  Annual  Convoca- 
tion held  in  Toronto,  July  18-19,  1956.  I  accepted  this  invita- 
tion and  was  accompanied  by  R.  Ex.  Companion  Fred  J.  Johnson, 
our  Grand  Scribe  E.  We  were  graciously  received  by  the  Grand 
Master  and  accorded  a  seat  in  the  Grand  East. 

Oct.  18-19 — Grand  Chapter  of  Michigan,  Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 
Oct.  24-25 — Grand  Chapter  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia. 
Dec.  5-6 — Grand  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 

Pa. 
Feb.  6-7— Grand  Chapter  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.Y. 
Feb.  13-14 — Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba,  Winnipeg,  Man. 
Mar.  25-26 — Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  Montreal,  Que. 

I  can  assure  you  my  Companions  that  in  every  Grand  Juris- 
diction which  it  was  my  privilege  to  visit,  I  was  extended  every 
courtesy,  entertained  royally;  their  hospitality  seemed  to  know  no 
bounds.  To  all  these  good  companions  I  extend  my  sincere 
thanks  and  appreciation. 

INVITATIONS  DECLINED 

I  received  invitations  from  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Maine, 
Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Ohio,  British  Columbia,  Saskatchewan,  Alberta,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunswick.  I  am  sorry  that  I  had  to  decline  these  invitations 
but  time  and  distance  made  it  impossible  to  attend.  I  ask  you  to 
accept  my  thanks  for  your  kind  invitation.  Following  is  a  list 
of  visitations  during  the  year. 

VISITATIONS 


Chapter,  Lodge 

or  Event 

Location 

Occasion 

1956 

MAY— 

16— 

Oshawa 

90th  Anniversary 

23— 

Belleville 

District  Meeting 

31— 

Stouffville 

Formation  of  a  New  Chapt 

JUNE— 

15— 

Aurora 

Toronto   District's  Golf 
Tournament 

19— 

Hamilton 

Annual  Dinner — Principals' 
Association 

JULY— 

18-19— Grand  Lodge 

Toronto 

Official  Guest 

A.F.  &  A.M. 
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VISITATIONS— (Continued) 


Chapter,  Lodge 

or  Event 

Location 

Occasion 

SEPT.— 

7— 

Listowel 

Inter  Chapter  Visit 

21— 

Timmins 

Temiskaming   District   No.   16 

22— 

Kirkland  Lake 

Temiskaming  District  No.   16 

23— 

Kirkland  Lake 

Divine   Service 

OCT.— 

18-19-20— Grand   Chapter 

Michigan 
23-24-25— Grand    Chapter 
Virginia 
27— 

Kalamazoo 

Official  Guest 

Richmond 

Official  Guest 

Kingston 

St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12, 

Honourary  Membership  from 

Ancient  Frontenac  &  Catara- 

qui  No.  1 

29— 

Toronto 

Ladies'  Night,  St.  Andrew  & 
St.  John  No.  4 

31— 

Toronto 

Advisory   Meeting 

NOV.— 

2— 

Collingwood 

Georgian   District  No.   9 

6— 

Oshawa 

Presentation     of    50    and    60 
Year  Jewels 

17— The   St.  Patrick 

Toronto 

Grand  Chapter  Night 

Chapter  No.  145 

Presented  Jewels 

18 — Toronto  District 

Toronto 

Divine  Service 

No.  8 

21 — Ottawa  District 

Ottawa 

Honorary   Membership 

No.  13 

Carleton  Chapter  No.  16 

26— 

Toronto 

St.  Albans  Lodge  Installation 

39— Moira  Chapter  No.  7 

Belleville 

100th  Anniversary 

DEC.— 

4 — Tyrian  Chapter  UJ>. 

Stouffville 

Presented  Dispensation 

5-6 — Grand  Chapter  of 

Philadelphia 

Official  Guest 

Pennsylvania 

1957 

JAN.— 

7 — St.  Andrew  and 

Toronto 

Installation 

St.  John  No.  4 

9— St.  Paul's  Chapter 

Toronto 

Installation 

No.  65 

11 — Occident  Chapter 

Toronto 

Installation  Presented  25  Year 

No.  77 

P.Z.  Jewel,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J. 
Burden,    Received    Honorary 
Membership 

18— The    St.    Patrick 

Toronto 

Installation 

Chapter  No.  145 

25 — St.   Alban's  Chapter 

No.  217 
30 — Toronto    Principals 

Association 

Toronto 

Installation 

Toronto 

Annual  Banquet 

FEB.— 

6-7 — Grand  Chapter  of 

Albany 

Official  Guest 

New  York 

8 — Toronto   District 

Toronto 

Reception     to     Grand     First 

8  &  8A 

Principal,  Received  Honorary 
Membership      York     Chapter 
No.  62 

9 — Red  Cross 

Toronto 

Installation 

Constantine 

12-13-14 — Grand   Chapter 

Winnipeg 

Official    Guest,   Received   the 

Manitoba 

Rank    of    Past    Grand    First 
Principal 

19— 

Toronto 

Advisory   Meeting 

MAR.— 

8— 

Woodstock 

District  Meeting 
International  Night 

9— 

Sarnia 

14— 

Toronto 

Reception  to  the  Grand 
Master 

15— 

Toronto 

Nomination   Committee 

Meeting 

Official  Guest 

25-26— Grand  Chapter  of 
Quebec 
29— 

Montreal 

Listowel 

District  Meeting 

APR.— 

9 — Grand   Chapter 

Toronto 

Advisory  Meeting 

ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO..  1957  21 

HONOURS 

On  my  visit  through  the  Jurisdiction  this  past  year,  many 
honours  were  conferred  on  your  Grand  Z. 

Honorary  Membership :  Ancient  Frontenac  &  Cataraqui  No.  1 

Carleton  Chapter  No.  16 
York  Chapter  No.  62 
Occident  Chapter  No.  77 
Honorary  Past  Grand  President  Order  of  the  High  Priesthood 

of  Ontario, 
Honorary  Past  Grand  Z,  Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba. 

On  each  of  these  occasions  I  expressed  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  for  the  honour,  but  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  having  these  honours  recorded  in  our  proceedings,  and  again 
saying,  thank  you  most  sincerely. 

CHANGE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

For  Grand  Representatives  near  our  Grand  Chapters,  I 
recommended  to  the  Grand  High  Priests  the  following  Com- 
panions and  I  am  pleased  to  report  these  commissions  have 
been  received,  confirming  the  appointments: 

Colorado — R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  B.  Parker,  Toronto. 

Washington— R.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  S.  Westcott,  Toronto. 

Delaware — R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  Toronto. 

ANNIVERSARIES 

During  the  year  four  were  held: 

The  90th  Anniversary  of  Pentalpha  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
Number  28  G.R.C.  at  Oshawa,  was  held  on  May  16th.  A  very 
interesting  history  of  this  Chapter  from  its  formation  to  the 
present  time  was  presented  during  the  meeting.  A  goodly 
number  of  Companions  from  the  district  were  in  attendance 
and  enjoyed  a  most  successful  and  entertaining  evening. 

The  50th  Anniversary  of  Ancaster  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
Number  155  G.R.C.  at  Ancaster,  Nov.  25th.  I  was  unable  to 
be  present  owing  to  a  conflicting  date  at  Ottawa,  I  requested 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  to  act  on  my  behalf  to  which  he 
kindly  consented  and  he  reported  to  me  that  it  was  an  out- 
standing occasion  well  attended  by  Companions  from  Hamilton 
and  district. 

The  50th  Anniversary  of  Sombra  Chapter  No.  153  was  held 
at  Wallaceburg.  Owing  to  a  previous  engagement  I  was  repre- 
sented by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  who  was  the  guest  speaker 
on  this  occasion.  I  thank  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Dean  for  his  accept- 
ance on  my  behalf. 
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The  100th  Anniversary  of  Moira  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
Number  7  G.R.C.  was  held  Nov.  30th  at  Belleville.  The  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  arrangements  did  a  remarkable  job  and 
prepared  a  programme  in  keeping  with  this  one  hundredth 
celebration,  a  very  concise  history  was  prepared  starting  with 
the  formation  of  Moira  Chapter  whose  charter  was  granted  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  in  1856  and  two  years  later 
they  withdrew  from  England  and  affiliated  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Canada.  Their  first  Principal  was  John  Charles 
Frank,  and  in  the  year  1861  he  was  installed  the  Grand  First 
Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  This  Chapter  has 
contributed  greatly  to  the  growth  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Eastern  Ontario,  and  as  it  enters  on  the  second  century  we  wish 
for  them  Peace,  Happiness  and  Prosperity.  I  express  to  the 
Companions  who  accompanied  me  on  this  occasion  sincere 
thanks  for  their  support. 


"VETERANS  OF  MASONRY" 

Let  me  again  pay  tribute  to  those  who  during  the  year 
qualified  for  Long  Service  Jewels.  No  duty  I  have  been  called 
upon  to  discharge  gave  me  more  pleasure  than  to  present  these 
Jewels  to  those  worthy  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  have  given 
of  their  time  and  talents  in  the  interest  of  the  Royal  Craft. 
I  would  have  liked  to  present  all  of  these  Jewels  personally, 
but  this  is  an  impossible  task  due  to  time  and  distance.  I  am 
grateful  to  the  many  Grand  Chapter  Officers  who  were  ready 
and  willing  to  perform  these  pleasant  duties  on  my  behalf.  We 
honour  today  some  Companions  who  have  served  Sixty  Years, 
others  fifty  years  and  a  greater  number  of  Past  Principals  who 
qualify  for  twenty-five  year  Jewels.  With  no  desire  to  make 
distinction,  I  feel  however,  that  a  special  reference  should  be 
made  to  Comp.  R.  S.  McLaughlin  of  Pentalpha  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  No.  28  G.R.C.  Oshawa,  who  was  eligible  for  the  Sixty 
Year  Jewel.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  make  this  presentation  at 
his  home  accompanied  by  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers.  The 
courteous  and  friendly  way  we  were  received,  his  remarks  after 
the  presentation  of  the  Jewel,  and  his  reference  to  Masonry 
was  an  event  which  will  never  be  erased  from  our  minds.  My 
Companions  I  ask  you  to  think  of  the  lifetime  of  service  of 
these  Companions  and  it  should  be  an  inspiration  to  our 
younger  members,  who  after  a  few  years  of  Masonic  Activity 
falter  and  are  no  longer  interested  in  the  building  of  the  super 
structure  whose  foundation  was  laid  at  their  initiation.  For 
our  worthy  veterans,  we  ask  the  Giver  of  all  Good  and  Perfect 
Gifts  to  bless  them  with  many  years  of  health  and  happiness. 

Following  is  the  list  of  the  various  Jewels  awarded : 
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PRESENTATION  OF  JEWELS 

The  following  is  the  list  of  Jewels  and  Medals,  and  to  whom 
they  were  presented: 

60  Year  Gold  Bar  added  to  50  Year  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 

Pentalpha  Chapter  No.  28— Comp.  Roderick  S.  McLaughlin  1896-1956. 

50  Year  Gold  Bar  added  to  25  Year  Past  Principal's  Jewel 

Maple  Chapter  No.  116— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Patterson,  1905-1956. 

For  Fifty  Years  a  Royal  Arch  Mason : 

Chapter 

Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  No.  1 — Ex.  Comp.  L.  C.  Lockett. 

The  Hiram  No.  2— Comps.  J.  J.  Mackay,  J.  H.  Cliff. 

Carleton  No.  16— V.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  S.  L.  Retallach. 

Glengarry  No.  143 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Munro,  Comp.  C.  A.  Stewart. 

Tecumseh  No.  24 — Comp.  J.  F.  Pearen. 

Pentalpha  No.  28— Comps.  F.  E.  Hare,  R.  B.  Hare. 

Waterloo  No.  32— Comp.  R.  Clark. 

Victoria  No.  37— V.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  N.  Taylor,  Ex.  Comp.  R.  M.  Wade, 

Comps.  S.  Bennett,  A.  E.  Choat,  R.  Harness,  C.  E.  Swaisland,  H. 

W.  Bell,  H.  W.  Mitchell. 
Guelph  No.  40— Comp.  F.  W.  Trumper. 
Mount  Sinai  No.  44— R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  T.  Walters. 
Palestine  No.  54— Comp.  G.  R.  Stevenson. 
Georgian  No.  56 — Ex.  Comp.  R.  Patterson. 
Occident  No.  77 — Comp.  J.  H.  Murry. 

Tuscan  No.  95— V.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  Fowler,  Comp.  J.  P.  Reid. 
Algonquin  No.  102 — Comps.  E.  Bradley,  S.  W.  Bryant,  H.  Megginson. 
St.  John's  No.  103— R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  McCallum,  Comps.  J.  H. 

Hughes,  W.  Martin. 
Maple  No.  116 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Patterson,  Comps.  A.  McAllister, 

N.  C.  McAllister. 
Shekinah  No.  138— Comp.  S.  H.  Binns. 
The  St.  Patrick  No.  145— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J.  Trow,  Comps.  A.  E.  H. 

Grupe,  W.  B.  Srigley,  T.  J.  Macey,  F.  J.  Lucas,  W.  H.  Hedges. 

For  25  Years  Installed  First  Principal 
Chapter 

St.  John's  No.  6— Ex.  Comp.  H.  Rymal. 

Wawanosh  No.  15— R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  H.  Teasell. 

Keystone  No.  35 — Ex.  Comp.  R.  A.  Sennett. 

Mount  Sinai  No.  44 — Ex.  Comp.  C.  B.  Collupy. 

St.  James  No.  46 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  N.  Robinson,  Ex.  Comps.  C.  E. 
Richardson,  H.  W.  Maxwell. 

Georgian  No.  56 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  C.  Irwin. 

Sussex-St.  Lawrence  No.  59 — V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  R.  Fulford. 

Sussex-St.  Lawrence  No.  100 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Gardiner. 

York  No.  62— Ex.  Comp.  N.  J.  McLeod. 

Occident  No.  77 — M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden. 

Orient  No.  79 — R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  Jones. 

Ark  No.  80— V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  P.  Marshall. 

Aylmer  No.  81 — Ex.  Comp.  A.  S.  Hare. 

Shuniah  No.  82— R.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  H.  Green. 

Midland  No.  94— V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  R.  Warner,  Ex.  Comps.  S.  Chamber- 
lain, R.  W.  Groves,  J.  W.  Kennedy,  R.  C.  Wansborough. 

Covenant  No.  113— R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  E.  Meadd,  D.  I.  Bailey,  S. 
Rankin. 
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Maple  No.  116— Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Murphy. 

St.  Francis  No.  133— Ex.  Comp.  G.  A.  Oatway. 

Succoth  No.  135— Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Cassie. 

Shekinah  No.  138— R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  Snell. 

The  St.  Patrick  No.  145— Ex.  Comp.  F.  Busteed. 

Bernard  No.  146— V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Sargent. 

Laurentian  No.   151  and  McCallum  No.  29 — V.  Ex.   Comp.  Rev.  C. 

McCullagh. 
Sombra  No.  153— V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  Hackett. 
Lome  No.  164— Ex.  Comp.  W.A.  Zoller. 
Victoria  No.  205— Ex.  Comp.  J.  S.  Barker. 
Mount  Sinai  No.  212— Ex.  Comp.  A.  B.  Fox. 
Vimy  No.  214— Ex.  Comp.  W.  Kimball. 
Lebanon  No.  220— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Carr,  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  F. 

Molloy. 
Abitibi  No.  223— R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  L.  Cameron. 
Keystone  No.  224— Ex.  Comp.  H.  Little. 
Beaver  No.  225 — Ex.  Comp.  A.  Spalding. 
Port  Credit  No.  230— Ex.  Comps.  H.  White,  S.  B.  Bradley. 
King  Cyrus  No.  232— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Marchment. 
Oakwood  No.  233— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  E.  Gardner. 
Blenheim  No.  239— V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Gilchrist. 
University  No.  241— R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  S.  M.  Enouy. 
Hiawatha  No.  252— Ex.  Comp.  J.  I.  Foster. 


THE  ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 
TORONTO  DISTRICTS  8  AND  8A 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  committee  was  held  Feb.  24th, 
1957,  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Eglinton  Ave.  E.,  Toronto.  Companion 
P.  R.  Helm  of  Occident  Chapter  No.  77  was  elected  Chairman. 
This  committee  is  to  be  congratulated  for  the  work  it  has  accom- 
plished during  the  past  years. 

I  have  received  a  summary  of  the  season's  activities  and  I  am 
pleased  to  present  a  report  received  from  the  Secretary,  Ex.  Comp. 
John  Webber. 

Transportation : 

Trips  to  Bronte  Camp — 135  cars  made  the  trip  carrying  875 
mothers  and  children  to  and  from  Toronto  Missions  in  Toronto, 
to  the  camp  at  Bronte,  Ontario.  This  is  a  voluntary  contribution 
by  the  Companions. 

Hospital  Visiting: 

This  committee  under  the  chairmanship  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E. 
M.  Woolcock  visited  companions  in  Toronto  and  Malton  Hospi- 
tals who  were  undergoing  treatment  or  other  illness.  These  com- 
panions were  not  only  from  Toronto  but  from  all  parts  of  Canada. 

Divadale  Hospital 

Every  third  Monday  of  the  month  the  patients  of  this  hospital 
were  visited  and  entertainment  was  provided.     An  average  of  60 
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patients  were  entertained  on  each  visit  and  our  reception  has  been 
most  gratifying  and  makes  us  feel  that  we  are  being  well  repaid 
for  our  efforts  to  bring  pleasure  to  these  aged  Veterans  of  past  wars. 

Ontario  Hospital 

This  was  a  new  venture  and  we  made  one  trip,  but  further 
trips  were  discontinued  at  the  request  of  the  Ontario  Hospital  Asso- 
ciation. 

At  this  time  we  would  like  to  report  that  we  are  about  to 
celebrate  the  Silver  Anniversary  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  Welfare 
Committee.  It  was  originally  founded  by  M.  Ex.  Companion 
John  M.  Burden  and  a  few  Royal  Arch  Masons  who  were  inter- 
ested in  bringing  comfort  to  the  sick  and  under  privileged.  We 
feel  sure  M.  Ex.  Companion  John  M.  Burden  can  be  justly  proud 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

In  conclusion  may  I  say  that  it  has  been  a  very  busy  year. 
The  Chapter  and  the  Companions  have  been  most  co-operative  in 
carrying  out  this  work  of  benevolence. 

On  behalf  of  all  the  Companions  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction, 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  extend  best  wishes  for  continued  success  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  other  districts  may  emulate  this  example. 

MASONIC  LIBRARY 

At  our  last  Convocation  I  suggested  and  it  was  approved  that 
a  sum  of  $100.00  be  allotted  to  purchase  further  publications  on 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  purchase 
the  publications.  I  appointed  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  and 
the  Grand  Lecturer  to  make  the  selections  and  purchases,  and  have 
them  placed  in  the  Masonic  Library  in  Toronto.  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  A.  M.  Taylor  will  make  his  report  during  the  Convocation. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The  membership  of  our  Jurisdiction  has  shown  a  net  increase 
of  136,  making  a  total  membership  as  of  December  31st,  1956, 
22,434.  During  the  past  year,  we  lost  the  following  Companions: 
Deaths  494,  Supensions  182,  Demits  223.  Deaths  the  highest  in 
five  years.  Suspensions  slightly  higher,  and  demits  25  per  cent 
higher  than  the  previous  year,  which  is  very  alarming.  I  trust  that 
suspensions  and  demits  will  be  given  serious  consideration  in  the 
future  by  the  Chapters.  I  suggest  to  the  Principals  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  interview  the  Companion  who  requests  a  demit 
or  is  liable  for  suspension.  I  realize  that  these  investigations  mean 
a  certain  amount  of  work  by  the  Companions,  but  I  quote  from 
our  Installation  Ceremony  "Let  me  assure  you  a  glorious  reward 
awaits  any  labours  bestowed  by  you  for  the  general  welfare  of 
your  Chapter." 
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I  am  delighted  with  the  large  number  of  applications  during 
the  past  few  months,  which  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  efforts 
put  forth  by  the  Membership  Committee  under  the  direction  of  R. 
Ex.  Companion  Charles  W.  Emmett  are  most  encouraging. 

NEW  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER 

I  am  delighted  to  report  that  a  new  Chapter  known  as  Tyrian 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  is  working  under  dispensation  at  Stouffville, 
Ont.  I  was  present  at  the  first  meeting  where  I  read  and  presented 
the  dispensation.  This  Chapter  is  making  fine  progress  and  I 
trust  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  granting  them  their  Charter  at  this 
Convocation.  To  R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Thomas,  and  his  com- 
mittee, I  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  interest  in  forming  a 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  this  rapidly  growing  area,  and  may  the 
future  of  this  Chapter  be  as  "bright  as  the  sun  at  high  meridian." 

DEDICATION 

October  12,  1956 — Aylmer  Chapter  No.  81,  Aylmer,  Ontario. 

DIVINE  SERVICES 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  twenty-seven  dispensations  were 
granted  for  the  holding  of  Divine  Services  throughout  the  Jurisdic- 
tion. Such  services  bring  to  the  forefront  the  religious  side  of 
Masonry.,  I  express  thanks  to  the  Grand  Superintendents  and 
others  who  were  responsible  for  the  arranging  of  these  services. 

DISPENSATIONS 

One  Hundred  and  Sixty-five  (165)  Dispensations  were  issued 
as  follows: 

To  attend  Divine   Service 27 

To  change  day  or  hour  of  opening 74 

To  advancement  of  Officers  as  required  by  Constitution 13 

To  permit  Installation  of  Officers  on  a  day  not  prescribed 

in  By-laws   11 

To  dispense  with  Convocation  in  summer  months 3 

To  meet  in  another  hall 2 

To  permit  Social  Functions 27 

To  permit  Special  Emergent  Meeting  where  By-laws  do  not 

cover  this  item 3 

To  permit  amputations  to  be  initiated 2 

To  permit  three  Degrees  to  be  worked  the  same  day,  M.M.M. 

and  M.E.M.  in  the  afternoon,  H.R.A.  in  the  evening  2 

To  permit  an  Election  to  be  held  at  January  Convocation 1 

165 
Approved  of  interchange  of  Fourteen    (14)   Chapters  in  our 
Jurisdiction  with  Chapters  outside  our  Jurisdiction.     In  most  cases 
a  degree  was  exemplified. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  CHAPTER  BY-LAWS 

Chapter  No.      Chapter  No. 

King-    Solomon's    8      Vimy    214 

St.  James   46      McKay  243 

The   Hamilton    175 

AMENDMENTS  TO  BY-LAWS  APPROVED 

Chapter  No^  Chapter  No. 

Oxford     18      Covenant  113 

Mount  Moriah  19      Elliot    129 

Tecumseh    24      St.    Francis    133 

Sussex-St.  Lawrence   59      Northern  Lights  213 

Havelock  63      Mimico  215 

Maitland     68       Ulster    219 

Beaver 74      The  St.  Andrew  238 

Aylmer    81      Yukon    256 

Shuniah   82      Espanola  (2)    257 

DORMANT  CHAPTERS 

Pembroke  Chapter  No.  58 Mattawa 

Klondike  Chapter  No.  154 Dawson  City 

INTERNATIONAL  EVENTS 

Two  International  Events  were  held,  one  at  Massena,  New 
York,  and  the  other  at  Sarnia,  Ontario. 

I  received  an  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting  at  Massena, 
but  due  to  a  business  engagement  found  it  impossible  to  attend 
much  to  my  regret. 

On  March  9th,  I  attended  the  9th  International  Day  at  Sarnia, 
Ontario.  This  was  an  outstanding  meeting  under  the  auspices  of 
Hiawatha  Chapter  No.  252,  Sarnia.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  was 
conferred  in  the  afternoon,  followed  by  a  banquet  in  the  evening. 
A  number  of  distinguished  Companions  from  American  Jurisdic- 
tions being  in  attendance.  M.  Ex.  Companion  Spencer  G.H.P. 
heading  the  delegation  from  the  State  of  Michigan.  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Gorham,  P. G.H.P.  representing  the  G.H.P.  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
also  Companions  from  Indiana  I  am  in  accord  with  these  visita- 
tions and  believe  they  do  much  to  cement  fraternal  relationship 
between  our  two  great  Countries. 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  our  One  Hundredth  Anniver- 
sary which  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  April,  1958. 
Shortly  after  the  last  Annual  Convocation,  a  committee  consisting 
of  all  Past  Grand  First  Principals  and  Grand  Council  was  called 
and  plans  were  formulated. 
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R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A.  Searle,  Grand  J,  consented  to  act 
as  Chairman  pro  tern,  and  will  present  his  report  during  this 
Convocation. 

RECOGNITION 

A  request  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines  asking  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of 
Canada  to  accord  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines  fraternal  recognition. 

The  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines  has  been  confirmed 
through  the  office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Canada  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  I  recommend  that  approval  be 
given  to  the  request  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the 
Philippines  for  fraternal  recognition  and  that  we  exchange  the 
usual  courtesies  and  Representatives  with  them,  upon  the  written 
assurance  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines 
that  they  have  no  connection  with  any  other  Grand  Lodge  of  or 
in  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines. 

Subsequent  to  this  request,  we  have  this  assurance  from  the 
office  of  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic 
of  the  Philippines. 

COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 

According  to  our  constitution  all  nominations  must  be  in  the 
office  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  by  March  15th  and  opened  by  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  Grand  First  Principal.  I  requested  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C.,  to  act  as  Chairman.  He  was 
assisted  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  and  the  Grand  Z. 

JOINT  INSTALLATIONS 

I  received  many  summons  this  year  announcing  joint  installa- 
tions. This  important  event  occurs  only  once  a  year  and  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  installations  should  be  conducted  separately. 
Each  First  Principal  and  his  Officers  fill  an  important  place  in  the 
operation  of  The  Chapter,  and  the  Ceremony  is  of  great  impor- 
tance. I  heartily  agree  with  the  action  taken  by  Grand  Lodge  that 
joint  installations  be  dispensed  with  and  only  separate  installations 
be  conducted.  I  recommend  to  the  Incoming  Grand  First  Principal 
that  he  select  a  committee  to  study  this  question  and  report  their 
findings  to  him,  so  that  action  can  be  taken  accordingly  at  the  next 
Annual  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  in  1958. 
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NOTICE  OF  MOTIONS 

The  agenda  of  Grand  Chapter  was  presented  to  all  registering 
delegates  and  I  trust  you  have  carefully  noted  its  contents,  especially 
the  Notice  of  Motions  therein  contained.  I  ask  you  to  give  care- 
ful consideration  to  these  Motions  as  they  will  be  presented  for 
your  decision  during  the  Convocation. 


INVESTMENTS 

Our  investments  have  been  increased  during  the  past  year  and 
a  report  will  be  presented  by  the  Chairman  of  Investments,  R.  Ex. 
Companion  F.  Carl  Ackert. 


FINANCE 

Once  again  it  is  my  pleasure  to  extend  thanks  to  Most  Ex. 
Companion  F.  W.  Dean,  P.G.Z.  and  Rt.  Ex.  Companion  James 
E.  Girven,  respectively  Grand  Treasurer  and  Chairman  of  Finance, 
for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  carried  out  the 
duties  of  their  office.  We  are  well  within  our  budget  for  the  year. 
They  will  report  on  our  Financial  conditions  during  the  Convoca- 
tion. 


PAST  RANK 

The  installation  of  Ex.  Companion  Orville  Greig  of  Amabel 
Chapter  No.  131  was  unavoidably  delayed  owing  to  a  death  in 
the  family.  He  was  installed  in  February  and  for  the  balance  of 
his  term  served  the  Chapter  regularly  and  well.  I  recommend  past 
rank  for  him. 

The  installation  of  Ex.  Companion  Walter  Spink  of  Peel 
Chapter  No.  195  was  delayed  for  one  month  owing  to  the  exam- 
ining board  not  being  satisfied  with  the  proficiency  of  the  Princi- 
pals. He  was  installed  in  February,  and  for  the  balance  of  the  year 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  I 
recommend  past  rank  for  him. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Scribe  E.  of  Kitchener  Chapter 
No.  117  advising  that  Ex.  Companion  Clayton  C.  Stroh  was  in- 
stalled as  First  Principal  and  served  for  a  period  of  six  months. 
He  is  an  employee  of  the  Government  of  Canada  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  locality.  The  Chapter  now  requests  that  he  be 
granted  the  rank  of  a  Past  Principal.  I  recommend  past  rank  for 
Ex.  Companion  Clayton  C.  Stroh.  I  ask  the  approval  of  Grand 
Chapter  on  these  recommendations. 
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RESIGNATION 

I  approach  this  subject  with  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  and  I  am 
certain  the  Companions  of  our  Grand  Jurisdiction  will  feel  as  I 
do  when  I  report  to  you  that  on  January  14th,  1957,  I  received 
from  our  Grand  Scribe  E  a  letter  announcing  the  resignation  of  Rt. 
Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham,  Grand  H.  of  our  Grand  Chap- 
ter. A  short  time  after  his  installation  as  Grand  H.,  he  became 
ill,  and  we  all  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  he  would  regain 
his  health  and  perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office.  This 
distinguished  Companion  is  a  man  of  Sterling  Character  and  sound 
judgment  and  would  have  filled  the  office  of  Grand  First  Principal 
with  great  distinction  and  honour  to  the  Institution. 

I  am  quite  sure  the  Companions  of  the  whole  Grand  Juris- 
diction will  join  with  me  in  an  expression  of  thanks  for  his  efforts 
and  achievements  in  the  past  which  have  done  so  much  to  enhance 
the  prestige  of  our  great  Institution.  Grand  Chapter  has  suffered 
a  great  loss  in  the  resignation  of  this  distinguished  Companion. 

IN  CONCLUSION 

In  a  few  short  hours  I  will  retire  as  your  Grand  First  Princi- 
pal. I  do  so  with  the  consciousness  that  I  am  better  qualified  to 
assist  you  Companions  in  promoting  and  carrying  out  the  work 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Let  us  all  strive  to  live  and  maintain 
the  tenets  of  the  craft  and  so  govern  ourselves  that  we  may  have 
no  cause  for  regret  and  merit  the  applause  and  commendations  of 
our  fellow  man. 

I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
me,  with  high  hopes  and  a  determination  to  do  my  best  for  the 
advancement  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  yet 
I  cannot  but  regret  that  the  measure  of  my  achievements  has  fallen 
far  short  of  the  high  aims  and  aspirations  which  animated  me 
when  I  assumed  this  exalted  station,  but  the  privilege  of  serving 
you  and  Grand  Chapter,  the  renewing  of  old  friendships,  the 
making  of  new  friends,  the  courteous  greetings,  the  kindly  and 
helpful  suggestions  received,  shall  ever  be  to  me  a  pleasant  memory 
and  constantly  remind  me  of  my  future  obligation  and  service  to 
Masonry. 

I  now  pass  over  the  mantle  of  authority  to  a  worthy  succes- 
sor, who,  I  know,  will  give  you  leadership,  guidance  and  kindly 
instructions  and  I  ask  for  him  and  his  officers  your  co-operation 
and  assistance  in  furthering  the  interest  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

To  the  past  Grand  First  Principals,  I  extend  my  heartfelt 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  all  the  efforts  put  forward  by  them 
to  assist  me  in  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  Grand  First 
Principal,  their  counsel  and  guidance  were  invaluable. 
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To  the  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  eighteen  districts.  The 
office  of  Grand  Superintendent  carries  great  responsibilities  and 
many  of  them  have  large  areas  to  cover  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  I  express  to  them  my  personal  thanks  and  appreciation  for 
their  devotion  to  duty  and  who  so  worthily  represented  me  in  the 
various  districts  giving  of  their  time  and  talents  to  further  the 
cause  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

To  the  Grand  Scribe  E  I  extend  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  carried  out  the  duties  of  his  office.  We  had  a  sad  exper- 
ience in  November  when  Mrs.  E.  Dyer,  the  secretary  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E  died  suddenly.  Mrs.  Dyer  was  an  efficient  and  pains- 
taking employee  of  Grand  Chapter.     Her  memory  we  revere. 

Finally,  my  Companions,  I  quote  these  lines  from  John 
Ruskin:  "When  we  build  let  us  think  that  we  build  forever.  Let 
it  not  be  for  present  delight,  nor  for  present  use  alone.  Let  it  be 
such  work  as*  our  descendants  will  thank  us  for,  and  let  us  think 
as  we  lay  stone  on  stone,  that  a  time  is  to  come  when  those  stones 
will  be  held  sacred  because  our  hands  have  touched  them,  and  that 
men  will  say  as  they  look  upon  the  labour  and  wrought  substance 
of  them,  "See,  this  our  fathers  did  for  us." 

Sincerely  and  fraternally, 

Grand  Z. 


ADDENDUM: 

Since  writing  this  Report,  on  the  unanimous  recommendation 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  Executive,  as  required  by  Section  88A  of 
the  Constitution,  as  Grand  "Z",  I  have  conferred  upon  Companion 
William  Lockridge  Wright  of  Algonquin  Chapter  No.  102  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ontario,  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  A.F.  &  A.M.  of  Canada,  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  the  rank  of  Past  Zerubbabel  for  most  dis- 
tinguished service  rendered  the  Craft  and  Freemasonry,  his  installa- 
tion and  investiture  to  be  arranged  by  Algonquin  Chapter,  asso- 
ciate with  Grand  Chapter  at  a  mutually  convenient  occasion. 
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GRAND    SUPERINTENDENT'S    REPORTS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT  No.  1 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Bradley  Porter 

The  closing  days  of  our  Royal  Arch  Year  bring  feelings  of  gratitude 
to-  the  truly  Excellent  Companions  who  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  serve 
St.  Clair  District  No.  1  as  District  Superintendent  and  to  Most  Excellent 
Companion  John  L.  House  for  confirming  their  choice. 

The  many  friendships  renewed  and  the  many  more  friends  made 
during  this  term  of  office  together  with  a  sincere  effort  to  understand 
and  assist  in  the  work  of  the  district  has  resulted  in  a  deepening  and 
broadening  of  my  Masonic  experience  and  I  trust  of  some  benefit  to  the 
District.  My  faithful  Companion  on  official  visits  was  Excellent  Comp. 
G.  I.  Smyth,  who  had  kindly  agreed  to  act  as  my  secretary  and  whose 
cheerfulness  and  willingness  to  serve  went  far  beyond  the  call  of  duty. 
Special  thanks  also  to  Very  Excellent  Companion  T.  W.  Appleby  and 
Right  Excellent  Companion  Lowell  Boyle  for  their  assistance. 

Official  Visits  as  Grand  Supt.  were  as  follows: 

June  8 — Prince  of  Wales,  Chapter  No.  71,  Essex 
Oct.  1 — Sombra,  Chapter  No.  153,  Wallaceburg 
Oct.  10— Thomas  Peters,  Chapter  No.  250,  Windsor 
Oct.  11— Wellington,  Chapter  No.  47,  Chatham 
Oct.  15 — Erie,  Chapter  No.  73,  Ridgetown 
Oct.  19 — Lome,  Chapter  No.  164,  West  Lome 
Nov.  7 — Blenheim,  Chapter  No.  239,  Blenheim 
No.  14— King  Cyrus,  Chapter  No.  119,  Leamington 
Nov.  19— Ark,  Chapter  No.  80,  Windsor 
Nov.  27— MacNabb,  Chapter  No.  88,  Dresden 
On  the  occasion  of  every  visit  I  was  cordially  and  properly  received, 
where  degrees  were  worked,  the  officers  were  sincere  and  proficient. 

On  Saturday,  June  23,  we  met  in  Chatham,  with  the  Principals  of  all 
Chapters  of  St.  Clair  District  and  attempted  to  pass  on  the  enthusiasm 
and  instruction  absorbed  at  Grand  Chapter  to  those  in  whose  hands  rests 
the  direction  of  their  chapters.  Twenty-six  of  a  possible  thirty  were 
present  and  the  meeting  was  so  successful  that  we  have  had  many  re- 
quests to  repeat  it. 

We  are  therefore  calling  a  meeting  of  all  present  and  past  Principals 
of  St.  Clair  District  on  April  6  at  Chatham,  which  is  about  the  center  of 
the  District  geographically  in  an  attempt  to  determine  ways  and  means 
to  increase  enthusiasm  for  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  to  use  the  experience 
of  the  Past  Principals  to  that  end. 

One  highlight  of  our  visits  was  our  introduction  into  MacNabb  Chap- 
ter by  Right  Excellent  Companion  Ed.  (Dad)  Worth,  who  passed  to  the 
Grand  Chapter  above  a  few  weeks  later.  At  this  meeting  four  past  Dis- 
trict Superintendents,  all  members  of  MacNabb  Chapter  were  present 
and  took  part  in  the  meeting. 

Divine  Service  for  Ark  Chapter  No.  80  and  Thomas  Peters  Chapter 
No.  250  was  held  at  the  Emanuel  United  Church  on  Sunday,  October  21. 

A  strong  impression  gained  as  a  result  of  my  official  visit  and  by 
discussions  with  many  Companions  is  that  not  enough  effort  is  being 
extended  toward  holding  the  members  now  on  the  membership  rolls  of 
Royal  Arch  Chapters  and  maintaining  their  interest  and  enthusiasm. 
New  candidates  would  be  easier  to  obtain  if  the  members  were  more 
interested  in  their  own  Royal  Arch  Chapters.  It  is  our  belief  that  an 
intensive  campaign  to  consolidate  and  enliven  our  present  membership 
would  pay  great  dividends  in  the  future. 
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We  enjoyed  very  much  our  visit  to  the  Annual  International  Day 
sponsored  by  Hiawatha  Chapter  No.  252  of  Sarnia  and  Huron  Chapter 
No.  27  of  Port  Huron,  Mich.  This  was  an  outstanding  event,  well  at- 
tended and  well  presented. 

The  Royal  Arch  Degree  is  being  conferred  in  Ark  Chapter  No.  80, 
Windsor,  by  the  past  District  Superintendents  and  the  present  District 
Superintendent  of  St.  Clair  District  on  Monday,  March  18. 

My  thanks  and  good  wishes  to  every  companion  of  St.  Clair  District 
No.  1  and  to  my  successor  in  office,  my  assurance  of  loyal  assistance  and 
support. 

LONDON  DISTRICT  No.  2 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  G.  Sheppard 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  privilege  to  serve  as  the  Grand  Superin- 
tendent of  London  District  No.  2  during  the  past  year.  I  wish  at  this 
time  to  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  to  the  Companions  of  the 
District  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  honour  they  confer- 
red on  me,  and  through  me,  on  St.  Paul's  Chapter  No.  242,  in  electing 
me  to  this  high  office.  Also  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  for  con- 
firming my  election. 

Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  B.  Lawrence  consented  to-  act  as  my  secretary  and 
to  him  I  also  extend  my  sincere  thanks,  he  has  been  of  great  assistance 
to  me  and  has  carried  out  the  duties  of  his  important  office  in  a  very 
capable  manner. 

My  first  official  visit  was  on  May  18,  1956,  to  Wawanosh  Chapter 
No.  15,  Sarnia,  where  a  Ruling  Principals'  Night  was  held  and  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  which 
was  a  credit  to  London  District  which  was  attended  by  many  Grand 
Chapter  Officers. 

On  May  12,  1956,  I  attended  Beaver  Chapter  No.  74,  Strathroy,  who 
were  hosts  to  Oakland  Chapter  No.  5,  Pontiac,  Mich.,  who  exemplified  the 
M.M.M.  degree,  following  a  wonderful  banquet.  The  toast  to  the  Most 
Ex.  Grand  Z.  was  proposed  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Campbell  and  I  respond- 
ed. It  was  also  my  pleasure  to  present  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Campbell,  a 
25-year  Past  Principal's  Jewel,  on  behalf  of  the  Most  Ex.  The  Grand  Z. 

On  May  4,  1956,  Aylmer  Chapter  No.  81  and  Malahide  Lodge  held 
a  ladies'  night  which  I  attended  with  my  secretary,  and  was  pleased  to 
respond  to  the  toast  to  M.  Ex.  The  Grand  Z.  A  nice  evening  was  en- 
joyed by  all. 

May  26,  1956,  Palestine  Chapter  No.  54  were  hosts  to  Union  Chapter 
No.  55,  Northville,  Mich.,  and  their  ladies.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend, 
where  a  beautiful  banquet  was  served  followed  by  the  usual  Masonic 
toasts. 

On  June  6,  1956,  a  class  of  instruction  was  held  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Lambeth,  and  was  well  represented  by  the  various  Chapters  of  the  Dis- 
trict. Several  parts  were  discussed  concerning  the  three  degrees  and 
brough  forward  to  decide  on  the  procedure  of  how  it  should  be  displayed 
and  explained  to  the  candidate  to  impress  him  more  with  each  degree. 
Various  talks  on  subjects  were  given  by  myself  assisted  by  Very  Ex. 
Comp.  Geo.  Harris. 

My  official  visits  as  the  Grand  Superintendent  were  as  follows: 
St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No.  238 
St.  Georsre's  Chapter,  No.  5 
St.  Paul's  Chapter,  No.  242 
Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81 
Beaver  Chapter,  No.  74 
Vimy  Chapter,  No.  214 
Palestine  Chapter,  No.  54 
Minnewawa  Chapter,  No.  78 
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St.  John  Chapter,  No.  3 

Hiawatha  Chapter,  No.  252 

Wawanosh  Chapter,  No.  15 

Nilestown  Chapter,  No.  247 

London  Chapter,  No.  150 

Bruce  Chapter,  No.  53 
The  highlight  of  my  term  in  office  was  the  Dedication  Ceremony  of 
Aylmer  Chapter  No.  81,  which  was  held  on  Oct.  12,  1956,  which  was 
attended  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  Searle,  Grand  3rd  Principal,  representing 
the  M.  Ex.  Grand  Z.  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
supported  by  numerous  Past  and  Present  Grand  Chapter  Officers  and  in 
a  special  ceremony  officiated  at  the  formal  dedication  of  its  new  chapter 
room,  in  which  I  was  privileged  to  assist. 

On  Oct.  21,  1956,  Nilestown  Chapter,  No.  247,  held  a  divine  service  at 
St.  Stephen's  Church,  London,  which  I  was  pleased  to  attend. 

On  Dec.  7,  1956,  I  attended  a  Past  Principals'  Night  at  Wawanosh 
Chapter,  No.  15,  Sarnia.  It  was  my  privilege  to  present  the  candidate, 
Comp.  Hinge,  of  Fairmont  Chapter  No.  14,  Montreal,  with  his  M.M.M. 
Jewel  and  his  Chapter  Jewel,  which  was  received  from  that  chapter  and 
these  jewels  were  very  interesting  and  worthy  of  attention.  The  Holy 
Royal  Arch  degree  was  conferred  in  a  most  impressive  manner  by  the 
Past  Principals. 

On  Jan.  10,  1957,  I  was  very  pleased  to  be  present  and  assist  at 
the  Joint  Installation  Ceremonies  held  in  the  Masonic  Temple,  London.  Of 
the  four  city  chapters,  Nilestown  and  St.  Paul's,  in  my  opinion  the  1957 
officers  were  of  highest  calibre  and  well  skilled  for  their  respective  duties. 
On  March  10,  1957,  The  St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No.  238,  held  a  divine 
service  at  St.  George's  Church,  London,  which  I  was  very  pleased  to 
attend  and,  which  was  well  and  largely  attended,  76  present.  During  my 
term  of  office  I  have  found  that  Chapter  Masonry  is  on  the  incline,  and, 
an  atmosphere  of  friendship  and  companionship  prevailed  throughout  the 
District.  This  year  in  London  District  No.  2,  the  District  Divine  service 
has  been  left  until  last,  after  the  Grand  Superintendent  has  paid  all  his 
official  visits.  It  was  felt  that  through  this  we  will  have  a  larger  attend- 
ance for  the  service,  and  that  the  weather  will  be  better  for  getting 
around.  Finally  I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  Chapters 
in  the  District  for  the  kindness  and  co-operation  so  readily  extended  to 
me.     May  my  successor  be  accorded  the  same. 

WILSON  DISTRICT  No.  3 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Leonard  Young 
At  the  outset  of  this  report  concerning  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Wilson  District  I  would  venture  to  reiterate,  to  my  Com- 
panions in  the  District,  my  appreciation  of  their  action  in  electing  me  to 
the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  and  to  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand 
First  Principal  for  his  confirmation  of  their  action. 

In  an  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  instruction  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  a  meeting  of  the  principal  officers  of 
District  Chapters  was  called  and  held  in  Tillsonburg.  With  the  assistance 
of  those  who  attended  the  visitation  of  the  District  by  the  Grand  Super- 
intendent was  arranged  as  follows: 

10th  Oct.,  1956— Regal  Chapter,  No.  253,  Port  Dover 
11th  Oct.  1956 — Ezra  Chapter,  No.  23,  Simcoe 
15th  Oct.,  1956— Brant  Chapter,  No.  115,  Paris 
18th  Oct.,  1956— Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20,  Brantford 
9th  Nov.,  1956— Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll 
20th  Nov.,  1956— Tillsonburg  Chapter,  No.  255,  Tillsonburg 
23rd  Nov.,  1956^0xford  Chapter,  No.  18,  Woodstock. 
As  the  representative  of  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Princi- 
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pal  I  was  cordially  received  and  welcomed  wherever  I  went  and  almost 
without  exception  my  reception  was  proper,  dignified  and  without  mis- 
takes. I  cannot  but  express  my  gratification,  for  the  most  part,  concern- 
ing the  manner  in  which  degrees  were  conferred  by  the  chapters  in  the 
District. 

As  a  member  of  Grand  Chapter  one  of  my  first  duties,  and  an 
extremely  happy  one,  was  to  attend  the  Consecration  and  Dedication  of 
Aylmer  Chapter,  No.  81,  G.R.C.,  in  Aylmer,  on  Friday,  12th  October,  1956. 

An  outstanding  occasion,  during  my  term  of  office,  was  arranged  for 
the  time  of  my  visit,  on  15th  Oct.  1956,  to  Mount  Horeb  Chapter,  No.  20, 
G.R.C.,  Brantford,  at  which  time  the  Chapter  was  also  host  to  Com- 
panions from  Keystone  Chapter,  Hamilton  and  Ancaster  Chapter,  An- 
caster,  and  a  fine  time  of  fraternal  fellowship  was  thoroughly  enjoyed 
and  deeply  appreciated  by  all  present. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1956  I  requested  permission  from  the  Kirk 
Session  of  St.  Andrew's  Presbyterian  Church,  Tillsonburg,  to  invite  the 
Companions  of  the  District  to  attend  the  service  of  public  worship  there. 
My  request  was  granted  and  the  Companions  were  invited  by  me,  to 
attend  the  service  on  the  night  of  Sunday  28,  Oct.  1956.  The  service 
was  conducted  and  the  sermon  preached  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  Douglas 
MacDonald,  Past  Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada,  minister  of  St.  Andrew's,  Tillsonburg.  A  goodly 
number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  attended.  I  should  like  to  express  to  Rt. 
Ex.  Comp.  MacDonald,  at  this  juncture,  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  Wor- 
ship service  and  for  his  assistance  to  me  during  my  tenure  of  office  by 
assuming  the  duties  of  Secretary  to  the  Grand  Superintendent. 

Harris  Chapter,  No.  41,  Ingersoll,  suffered  grievous  financial  loss 
through  the  destruction,  by  fire,  in  early  winter,  of  their  Chapter  Room. 
The  members  of  Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  G.R.C.,  Woodstock,  however, 
were  prompt  to  offer  the  use  of  their  facilities  and  the  work  of  the 
Royal  Craft,  by  Companions  of  the  Ingersoll  district,  continues  in  spite 
of  this  misfortune. 

A  source  of  considerable  personal  gratification  and  of  pleasure  to 
members  of  the  Royal  Craft  generally  throughout  Wilson  District  was 
the  Reception  and  Banquet  held  in  Woodstock,  on  Friday,  8th  March, 
1957,  at  which  Most  Excellent  Companion  John  L.  House  was  the  guest 
of  the  Companions  of  the  District.  The  unpretenious  forcefulness  of  the 
Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal  as  he  addressed  the  Companions 
will  remain  long  with  the  audience,  who  returned  home  feeling  the  journey 
over  treacherous  roads  through  a  March  blizzard  had  been  worthwhile. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Wishart  of  Oxford  Chapter,  No.  18,  G.R.C.,  Woodstock, 
deserves  hearty  commendation  for  the  work  he  accomplished  in  making 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  occasion. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  no  careful  appraisal  of  the  condition  of  Capitu- 
lar Masonry  in  Wilson  District  can  fail  to  find  signs  that  augur  well  for 
its  future  —  a  future  in  which  I  hope  to  have  a  share  and  in  which  I 
wish  for  my  successor  in  office  as  much  pleasure  as  has  come  to  me  in 
the  service  of  the  Royal  Craft. 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  No.  4 

Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  L.  R.  Hertel 

I  wish  to  present  my  report  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Wellington 

District,  No.  4.     The  honour  of  serving  the  Companions  of  this  District 

has  been  sincerely  appreciated.     I  also  thank  M.  Ex.  Comp.  House  for 

confirming  my  election. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  have  as  my  secretary  my  brother,  Ex.  Comp. 
A.  P.  Hertel.    I  extend  my  thanks  to  him  for  his  able  assistance. 
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A  meeting  of  the  Ruling  Principals  of  the  District  was  held  at 
Guelph,  in  June,  1956,  at  which  my  inspections  were  arranged  as  follows: 

Gait,  Sept.  27 

Kitchener,  Oct.  5 

Palmer ston,  Oct.  9 

Shelburne,  Oct.  11 

Guelph,  Oct.  12 

Durham,  Oct.  16 

Georgetown,  Oct.  17 

Orangeville,  Oct.  23 

Preston,  Nov.  20 
I  was  cordially  received  on  these  visits  and  enjoyed  the   splendid 
fellowship  and  hospitality  extended  me.     The  degree  work  throughout 
the  District  was  of  the  highest  calibre,  and  presented  in  a  sincere,  digni- 
fied manner. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  a  unique  meeting  at  Kitchener,  Nov. 
2,  1956.  It  was  a  Present  and  Past  Grand  Chapter  Officers'  Night  for 
the  District.  Many  Past  Grand  Chapter  Companions  attended  this  splen- 
did meeting,  together  with  the  Companions  of  Kitchener  Chapter.  The 
guest  speaker  was  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  who  gave  us  a  splendid 
address.  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  presenting,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
panions of  Kitchener  Chapter,  the  regalia  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  Irvin  Tucker. 

It  was  with  regret  that  I  was  unable  to  attend  the  reception  in  honour 
of  M.  Ex.  Companion  J.  L.  House,  held  at  Toronto,  on  Feb.  8,  1957.  My 
sincere  thanks  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  W.  Martin  and  the  Companions  of 
Toronto  District  No.  8  and  8A  for  their  kind  invitation. 

In  conclusion,  Wellington  District  has  had,  generally  speaking,  a 
successful  year.  Attendance  at  our  regular  Chapter  meetings  could  be 
improved  and  more  attention  might  be  given  to  the  reasons  concerning 
our  dues  outstanding. 

To  my  successor,  may  I  extend  my  best  wishes.  I  know  that  Welling- 
ton District  will  accord  him  the  same  wonderful  co-operation  and  kindness 
that  have  been  extended  to  me  during  my  term  of  office. 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT  No.  5 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Albert  S.  Martin 

In  presenting  my  report  on  conditions  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Hamilton  District  No.  5,  I  wish  to  thank  all  Members  of  Hamilton  Dis- 
trict for  electing  me  to  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  for  1956,  also 
my  thanks  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  ^ohn  L.  House  for  confirming  my  election, 
which  has  already  been  conveyed  by  personal  letter.  I  wish  to  express 
my  thanks  and  appreciation  to  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Hayes  Woodley  for  acting 
as  my  Secretary  and  keeping  me  advised  of  the  happenings  in  the  Dis- 
trict. He  was  most  helpful  and  efficient  in  the  duties  of  that  office. 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Hamilton  District  does  not  show  a  great  increase 
in  Membership,  but  I  believe  the  net  gain  of  this  year  compares  favorably 
with  recent  years.    Death  again  removed  a  number  of  our  Companions. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  year  was  on  June  19th,  when  Hamilton 
Chapter,  assisted  by  the  Principals'  Association,  held  a  reception  for  Most 
Excellent  John  L.  House,  at  Masonic  Hall  in  Hamilton,  a  number  of 
Grand  Officers  attending  with  him. 

On  Tuesday,  September  18th  I  made  my  first  official  inspection  at 
Hamilton  Chapter,  No.  175.  There  was  a  large  attendance  —  six  Chap- 
ters being  represented. 

Owing  to  illness,  I  was  unable  to  complete  my  inspections.  The 
work  was  carried  on  by  Past  Grand  Superintendents  of  the  District,  and 
Official  inspections  made  as  follows: 

Sept.  28th— The  Hiram  Chapter,  No.  2,  Hamilton 
Oct.  1st — Keystone  Chapter,  No.  224,  Hamilton 
Oct.  9th— White  Oak  Chapter,  No.  104,  Oakville 
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Oct.  28th— Church  Service,  3  p.m.,  at  St.  Paul's  United 

Church,  Dundas 
Nov.  14th— McKay  Chapter,  No.  243,  Stoney  Creek 
Nov.  15th— St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  75,  Milton 
Nov.  20th — Ancaster  Chapter,  No.  155,  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
Nov.  22nd — Caledonia  Chapter,  No.  236,  Caledonia 
Dec.  13th — 'St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  6,  Hamilton 
Dec.  18th — Ancaster  Chapter,  No.  155,  Ancaster 
On   Sunday,   October  28th,   Church   Service  was   held  in   St.   Paul's 
United  Church,  Dundas,  Ont.,  at  3  p.m.,  conducted  by  Capt.  The  Rev. 
Malcolm  Johnston,  Minister  of  the  Church,  also  a  Member  of  Ancaster, 
Chapter  No.  155,  assisted  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Hayes  Woodley  and  Ex.  Comp. 
George  Allison.    The  attendance  was  very  good;  church  services  for  the 
District  are  improving. 

On  November  20th,  Ancaster  Chapter  No.  155,  celebrated  the  Fiftieth 
Anniversary  1906-1956.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  acted  for  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  with  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers  in  attend- 
ance. This  was  the  highlight  of  Ancaster  Chapter's  career;  eleven 
Chapters  were  represented  on  this  occasion. 

In  conclusion  may  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Officers  and 
Companions  of  Hamilton  District  No.  5,  along  with  visiting  Companions 
of  surrounding  chapters.  I  especially  thank  all  Scribe  E's  for  carrying 
out  their  duties  and  keeping  their  books  in  excellent  manner. 

To  my  successor  I  pledge  my  support,  and  will  assist  him  in  any  way 
I  can  to  carry  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry  throughout  the  District.  I  feel 
that  by  being  elected  to  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent  I  have  made 
many  friends,  although  my  health  prevented  me  from  being  with  you 
as  I  had  planned. 

The  Friendly  Heart 
He  never  let  life  narrow  down 

To  loving  just  the  few; 
But  ever  kept  an  open  heart 

For  friends  both  old  and  new. 

And  so  it  was  as  Time  went  by, 

Believing  all  men  brothers, 
Some  warmth  and  kindliness  each  day 

He  passed  along  to  others. 

For  so  is  spread  that  heartfelt  warmth, 

Which  in  its  outward  glowing, 
Kindles  the  spirit  of  good-will, 

That  keeps  world-friendship  flowing. 

HURON  DISTRICT  No.  6 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fraser  Earl  Jeffrey  Hay 
For  the  honour  conferred  on  me  by  Huron  District,  No.  6,  and  con- 
firmed by  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  I  am  most  grateful. 

The  dignity  and  responsibilities  of  this  office  I  have  endeavoured  to 
fulfill  with  sincerity.  It  has  been  an  enjoyable  experience  for  me  to  meet 
with  many  of  my  Companions  throughout  the  district  and  to  have  been 
so  graciously  received.  The  cordial  receptions,  generous  hospitality  and 
delightful  friendliness  on  all  occasions  has  left  me  many  pleasant 
memories. 

During  my  term  of  office  I  have  tried  to  challenge  each  Mason  to 
apply  the  high  principles  and  practices  of  Masonry,  at  the  same  time 
admonishing  that  our  purpose  is  not  so  much  to  make  Masons,  as  to  make 
Masons  men. 
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"Not  gold,  but  only  men  can  make 

A  people  great  and  strong; 
Men  who  for  Truth  and  Honour's  sake 

Stand  fast  and  suffer  long. 

Brave  men,  who  work  while  others  sleep 

Who  dare  while  others  fly — 
They  build  a  nation's  pillars  deep 

And  lift  them  to  the  sky." 

There  were  two  district  highlights:  The  District  Church  Service  at 
Listowel  United  Church,  October  14,  1956,  which  was  addressed  by  my 
friend,  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  George  Moore,  of  London.  It  was  well  attended 
and  greatly  enjoyed.  Also  a  Dinner  Reception  honouring  Most  Ex.  Comp. 
John  L.  House  at  Listowel  District  High  School,  March  29th,  1957.  A 
genuine  friendship  and  sincere  fellowship  was  evident.  The  presence  of 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  House,  along  with  his  inspiring  message,  made  this 
occasion  one  which  will  long  be  remembered  by  Huron  District,  and 
especially  Bernard  Chapter,  Listowel.  The  association  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
Maurice  Searle  gave  this  occasion  much  added  pleasure. 
It  was  a  wonderful  climax  to  a  wonderful  year. 
The  dates  of  my  official  visits  were  as  follows: 

June  11,  1956 — St.  James  Chapter,  St.  Marys. 
Sept.  4,  1956— Elliott  Chapter,  Mitchell 
Oct.  2,  1956 — Chantry  Chapter,  Southampton 
Oct.  9,  1956 — Lucknow  Chapter,  Lucknow 
Oct.  16,  1956 — Huron  Chapter,  Goderich 
Oct.  19,  1956— Havelock  Chapter,  Kincardine 
Nov.  6,  1956 — Bernard  Chapter,  Listowel 
Nov.  19,  1956— Malloch  Chapter,  Seaforth 
Nov.  20,  1956 — Lebanon  Chapter,  Wingham 
Nov.  23,  1956 — Tecumseh  Chapter,  Stratford 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT  No.  7 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  A.  Larson 
May  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred on  Niagara  Chapter,  No.  55,  and  myself  on  being  elected  by  the 
Past  and  Present  Principals  of  Niagara  District,  No.  7,  to  this  high  office 
of  Grand  Superintendent  and  to  the  Most  Grand  First  Principal,  John 
Lof tus  House  in  confirming  my  election. 

My  first  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  M.  Porter 
as  District  Secretary  and  Comp.  Rev.  James  Newman  as  District  Chap- 
lain. Both  ably  assisted  at  all  visits  to  the  various  Chapters  and  for  their 
untiring  efforts  and  valued  services,  my  sincere  thanks  to  each  of  them 
for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  schedule  of  Official  Visits  was  arranged  and  com- 
pleted as  follows: 

Sept.  14th— Mount  Moriah,  No.  19,  St.  Catharines— M.E.M. 

Degree 
Sept.     16th — Dist.     Divine     Service,     St.     Mark's     Church, 

Niagara-On-The-Lake 
Sept.  24th— Smithville,  No.  24,  Smithville— M.M.M.  Degree 
Oct.  1st — Grimsby,  No.  69,  Grimsby — M.M.M.  Degree 
Oct.  3rd — Willson,  No.  64,  Welland— M.M.M.  Degree 
Oct.  4th — King  Hiram,  No.  57,  Port  Colborne — No  Degree 
Oct.  9th— Hugh  Nurray,  No.  184,  Fort  Erie— M.M.M.  Degree 
Oct.  15th — McCallum,  No.  29,  Dunnville — M.M.M.  Degree 
Oct.  19th — Mount  Nebo,  No.  76,  Niagara  Falls — No  Degree 
Nov.     2nd — Niagara,     No.     55,     Niagara-On-The-Lake — No 
Degree 
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On  my  official  visits  I  was  received  with  dignity  and  respect  as  the 
representative  of  the  Most  Ex.  The  Grand  First  Principal.  Six  of  the 
Chapters  conferred  degrees  with  great  credit  to  their  officers.  King 
Hiram  and  Mount  Nebo  Chapters  had  candidates  but  did  not  appear  on 
the  date  set.  I  might  add  that  the  degrees  were  conferred  at  a  later 
date  in  a  most  excellent  manner.  November  2nd,  Niagara  Chapter  held 
a  homecoming  of  the  Grand  Supt.  to  its  own  Chapter.  There  was  no 
degree  and  the  special  speaker  was  our  own  Dist.  Chaplain,  Comp.  Rev. 
James  A.  Newman.    A  very  pleasant  evening  was  had  by  all  present. 

District  Divine  Service  was  held  Sept.  16th,  at  St.  Mark's  Church, 
Niagara-On-The-Lake.  The  Rector,  Rev.  Brother  C.  N.  P.  Blagrave,  B.A., 
L.Th.,  presiding.  The  following  Rev.  Companions  took  part,  Rt.  Excel- 
lent Comp.  Past  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  B.  Moore,  minister  of  Memorial 
United  Church,  St.  Catharines;  Very  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  E.  C.  McCullagh, 
Minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Dunnville  and  the  sermon  was 
delivered  by  our  Dist.  Chaplain,  Comp.  Rev.  James  A.  Newman,  Rector 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  St.  Catharines.  The  service  was 
well  attended  from  all  parts  of  the  District. 

Dedication,  October  12th — I  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  Masonic  Temple  at  Aylmer,  Ont.,  and  the  consecrating  of 
its  Chapter  Room  of  this  beautiful  new  building.  The  meeting  was  under 
the  direction  of  the  Grand  "J"  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A.  Searle  in  the 
absence  of  The  Most  Ex.  Grand  "Z"  John  L.  House.  Several  Past  and 
Present  Grand  Chapter  Officers  were  present  and  assisted  in  the  formal 
dedication  of  this  new  Chapter  room.. 

Principals'  Association  Meeting,  Oct.  26th — This  meeting  was  held 
at  Grimsby  Chapter  as  it  was  their  turn  to  select  a  Grand  Supt.  for  the 
coming  year.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  with  prayer  by  the  Presi- 
dent Ex.  Comp.  Donald  Winn,  of  King  Hiram  Chapter  and  Secretary  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  A.  Bell,  of  Hugh  Murray  Chapter.  Excellent  Comp.  George 
Oldfield  was  nominated  as  the  next  Grand  Supt.  Special  speaker  of  the 
evening  was  Rev.  J.  B.  Moore,  Past  Grand  Chaplain  and  Minister  of 
Memorial  United  Church,  St.  Catharines.  Refreshments  were  served  in 
the  banquet  room  by  Grimsby  Chapter. 

Special  Meeting,  November  19th — A  Special  District  meeting  was 
held  in  McCallum  Chapter  of  Dunnville  on  the  occasion  of  presenting 
Very  Ex.  Comp.  E.  C.  McCullagh  with  the  twenty-five  year  Past  Princi- 
pal's Jewel.  In  the  absence  of  Most  Ex.  Comp.  The  Grand  First  Principal, 
John  L.  House,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E  made 
the  presentation.  In  reply  V.  Ex.  Comp.  McCullagh  thanked  Grand 
Chapter  for  the  token  and  pledged  further  assistance  to  our  fraternal 
order.  The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  Rt.  Excellents  and  Companions 
of  the  District. 

In  conclusion  may  I  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  Companions  of 
the  Niagara  District.  I  can  truthfully  say  this  has  been  an  outstanding 
year  in  my  Masonic  life  and  I  owe  it  all  to  the  Companions  of  Niagara 
District  No.  7.  May  I  say  that  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
in  this  district  is  good.  I  would  like  to  congratulate  the  Scribes  E.  of 
every  Chapter  for  the  proficient  way  in  which  their  records  are  kept. 

To  my  Secretary,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  a  job 
well  done,  also  to  my  successor  I  extend  my  congratulations  and  assure 
him  my  wholehearted  support. 

TORONTO  EAST  DISTRICT  No.  8 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  Ward  Martin 
It  is  my  pleasure  and  indeed  an  honor  to  submit  my  report  on  the 
conditions  of  Capitular  Masonary  in  Toronto  District  8  as  your  Grand 
Supt. 
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May  I  first  thank  the  Excellent  Principals,  Past  and  President  Offi- 
cers and  members  of  Dist.  8  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  and  Vic- 
toria Chapter  No.  205  Thornhill  for  allowing  me  to  serve  as  your  Grand 
Superintendent  in  the  district;  also  to  thank  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L. 
House,  Grand  First  Principal,  for  the  confirmation  of  my  office. 

It  was  my  very  pleasant  duty  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Harry  Pugh 
as  District  Secretary,  and  it  is  with  a  great  sense  of  gratitude  that  I 
thank  him  for  the  ready  co-operation  and  assistance  given  during  our 
term  of  office. 

It  has  been  my  pleasant  duty  and  privilege  to  inspect  the  work  and 
records  of  the  thirteen  chapters  in  the  district  along  with  the  secretary 
and  on  each  occasion  we  were  received  in  a  manner  befitting  the  office, 
and  in  many  instances  it  was  a  source  of  light  and  knowledge  to  me  as 
well  as  to  visiting  Companions. 

We  found  the  degree  work  and  the  records  of  all  chapters  to  be  of 
the  standard  laid  out  by  Grand  Chapter  and  would  congratulate  the 
Officers  and  the  Scribes  of  the  district  on  the  excellent  work  they  are 
doing  in  their  individual  Chapters. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  the  attendance  committees  might  use 
their  influence  a  little  more  as  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  some  of  he 
Chapters'  attendance  records  are  not  what  they  should  be  in  accordance 
to  their  enrollment  and  perhaps  a  survey  taken  as  to  the  reason  or 
reasons. 

Prompt  opening,  efficient  business  sessions  carried  out  as  prepared 
should  leave  plenty  of  time  for  impressive  degree  work  and  fellowship 
following  in  the  banquet  hour.     This  should  stimulate  attendance. 

On  my  official  visits  each  Chapter  conferred  degrees  on  candidates.  I 
was  pleased  to  find  that  substitutes  were  not  required. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  in  many  Chapters  the  work  of  the  Education 
and  Instruction  Committees  have  been  paying  dividends  and  would  sug- 
gest that  they  continue  to  work  in  close  harmony  with  the  Council  in  the 
instruction  and  supervision  of  degree  work  and  the  arranging  of  re- 
hearsals where  a  degree  seems  to  be  not  as  impressive  as  should  be,  only 
in  so  doing  may  we  hope  to  attain  universality  throughout  the  district. 

May  I  congratulate  the  Ruling  Principals'  Association  of  the  district. 
They  are  working  hard  to  further  Royal  Arch  Masonary  and  also  to 
thank  them  for  their  part  in  the  formation  and  conducting  schools  of 
instruction,  date  on  which  these  were  carried  out  were  as  follows:  Most 
Excellent  Master,  Beaches  Chapter,  Feb.  13th;  Holy  Royal  Arch,  Victoria 
Chapter,  March  6th,  and  Mark  Master,  at  King  Solomon  Chapter,  March 
28th. 

It  is  my  sincere  hope  that  in  the  near  future  a  more  tangible  form 
of  overall  instruction  may  be  set  up  in  the  district  as  I  am  convinced  that 
our  present  system  does  not  complete  its  purpose. 

It  was  my  pleasure  to  attend  the  Grand  Chapter  night  at  the  St. 
Patrick's  Chapter,  on  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  17th,  when  they  were 
honored  by  a  goodly  number  of  Grand  Chapter  Officers  and  members  and 
officers  from  Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  of  Ottawa,  who  along  with  the 
Grand  Council  and  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers  conferred  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  degree  under  the  capable  direction  of  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Clifford 
M.  Platten,  of  York  Chapter,  No.  62,  Toronto. 

The  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal  presented  six  Com- 
panions with  jewels,  completing  fifty  years'  service;  also  presented  to 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  Busteed  his  twenty-five  year  Past  Principal's  Jewel. 

On  Sunday,  Nov.  18th,  it  was  my  pleasure  along  with  my  good  lady 
to  attend  a  luncheon  as  hosts  of  the  St.  Patrick's  Chapter  at  the  Pickfair. 

On  December  4th,  myself  and  the  District  Secretary  had  the  privilege 
to  attend  along  with  the  Grand  First  Principal  and  other  Grand  Chapter 
Officers,  Tyrian   Chapter,   Stouffville,   when   the   Grand   First   Principal 
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presented  them  with  their  certificate  of  dispensation,  and  I  personally 
must  congratulate  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Thomas  and  his  group  of 
enthusiastic  Companions  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  conducted 
the  progress  of  this  new  Chapter  and  wish  them  the  success  and  rich 
reward  they  deserve. 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  all  installations  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  of  the  Chapters  in  District  No.  8  and  I  congratulate  the 
officers  on  their  advancement. 

May  I  also  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  my  good  friend  and  Com- 
panion R.  Ex.  Comp.  Eldridge  K.  Hogaboom,  Grand  Supt.  Toronto  Dist. 
8A  for  the  privilege  of  attending  a  reception  in  his  honor,  sponsored  by 
Occident  Chapter  of  which  he  is  a  very  honored  member. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  one  who  is  as  co-operative  and 
willing,  and  it  has  in  no  small  way  been  the  means  of  a  closer  relationship 
between  the  districts  of  8  and  8A. 

I  think  this  was  shown  by  the  grand  support  we  received  at  the  joint 
reception  of  8  and  8A  to  the  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal  on 
Friday  evening,  Feb.  8th.  On  my  own  behalf  I  thank  all  who  were  able 
to  attend. 

A  Devine  Service  will  be  held  on  Sunday  evening,  March  17th,  at 
Eglinton  United  Church,  under  the  auspices  of  the  St.  Patrick's  Chapter 
and  District  8.  The  Service  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Pastor,  Dr.  Rev.  E. 
Cragg,  assisted  by  Grand  Chapter  Officers. 

The  membership  record  of  the  district  shows  a  slight  increase  over 
last  year.  Candidates  initiated,  restorations  and  affiliations  total  107. 
Withdrawals,  suspensions  and  deaths  total  98,  showing  an  increase  of  9. 

It  is  my  sincere  belief  that  if  the  continued  enthusiasm  of  the  Offi- 
cers, Past  Principals  and  members  of  all  Chapters  in  the  district  is  kept 
at  the  present  level  the  future  of  Capitualary  Masonary  will  indeed  be  on 
the  upward  trend. 

To  the  officers  and  members  of  the  welfare  committee,  may  I  ex- 
press my  gratitude  for  a  job  well  done  and  for  the  courtesies  shown  me 
during  my  term  of  office.  We  are  all  hoping  and  praying  that  one  of  our 
stalwarts  on  this  committee,  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  Otis,  will  very  shortly  be 
able  to  return  and  be  able  to  assist  and  advise  in  our  endeavours,  and 
we  wish  for  him  a  speedy  and  complete  recovery. 

I  would,  before  concluding  my  report,  again  thank  the  Companions 
all,  for  a  pleasant  year,  and  my  very  sincere  thanks  to  Most  Excellent 
John  L.  House  for  my  appointment,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  J.  Lewis,  Grand  Lecturer,  for  the  advice 
and  assistance  given  me  during  the  year.  It  has  been  a  very  great  honor 
and  a  sincere  pleasure  to  have  been  able  to  serve  as  Grand  Supt.  of 
District  8. 

To  my  successor  I  wish  and  hope  for  the  same  support  which  I  have 
received  and  offer  him  any  assistance  he  may  require  for  a  pleasant 
and  successful  year  of  office. 

TORONTO  WEST  DISTRICT  No.  8A 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Eldridge  K.  Hogaboom 

In  presenting  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in 
Toronto  District  8A  may  I  first  express  my  thanks  to  the  Past  and 
Present  Principals  for  the  honour  they  conferred  on  me  and  through  me 
to  Occident  Chapter  No.  77.  I  would  again  like  to  convey  my  thanks  to 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  for  confirming  my  election. 

My  first  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  Bustard  of  Occident 
Chapter  as  my  secretary.  To  him  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
for  his  loyal  assistance  throughout  the  year,  accompanying  me  on  my 
Official  Visits  and  inspecting  books  of  the  constituent  Chapters. 
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On  May  16  I  had  the  pleasure  of  accompaning  the  Grand  First 
Principal,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  to  Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  28, 
Oshawa,  Ont.,  on  the  occasion  of  their  ninetieth  anniversary. 

On  May  28,  1956,  a  District  Educational  meeting  was  held  for  the 
ruling  Principals  of  the  District.  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Lewis,  Grand 
Lecturer,  gave  us  a  very  interesting  talk  on  how  each  of  the  degrees 
should  be  conferred,  how  to  receive  Grand  Chapter  Officers,  and  proper 
procedure  for  toasts,  etc.,  in  the  banquet  room.  At  this  meeting  it  was 
decided  to  form  a  choir  composed  of  members  of  all  District  Chapters. 
Comp.  Roy  Panabecker,  of  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  was  asked  to  be 
choir  master,  which  he  graciously  accepted.  It  was  also  suggested  that 
a  transporation  committee  be  set  up  to  arrange  transportation  to  the 
various  Chapters  on  Official  Visit  nights.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  Wratten  was 
elected  chairman  of  this  committee. 

On  several  occasions  I  had  the  pleasure  of  accomanying  my  Com- 
panions to  Bronte  Camp.  This  camp  is  operated  by  the  City  Mission  for 
under-privileged  children,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  Welfare  Associa- 
tion supplies  the  transportation  to  and  from  the  camp  every  two  weeks 
through  the  summer  months.  I  also  on  occasion  visited  Riverdale  Hos- 
pital with  my  Companions  of  the  Welfare  Association.  Members  of  the 
association  visit  this  hospital  every  third  Monday  with  gifts  and  prizes 
for  games  played  by  the  patients.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  this  association  for  the  work  they  do 
on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  two  Toronto  Districts. 

On  Sept.  7,  1956,  a  dinner  meeting  for  Ruling  Principals  was  held  in 
the  Oak  Room  Union  Station.  The  speaker  of  the  evening  was  Rt.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett,  member  of  the  Grand  Executive  and  chairman  of 
the  membership  committee.  He  gave  us  some  very  interesting  facts 
and  figures  compiled  by  his  committee  regarding  the  membership  of  the 
Chapters  comprising  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

Comp.  Roy  Pannabecker  reported  he  had  about  18  members  in  his 
choir  and  that  a  number  of  practices  had  been  held  during  the  summer 
recess. 

I  would  like  at  this  time  to  thank  Comp.  Pannabecker  and  all  those 
who  worked  with  him.  They  were  present  at  all  my  Official  Visits,  at 
the  personal  invitation  of  the  First  Principals  of  the  Chapters.  The  choir 
and  organ  certainly  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  degrees. 

On  Nov.  17,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  Grand  Chapter 
Night  held  by  the  St.  Patrick  Chapter,  No.  145,  Toronto  District  8.  On 
this  occasion  the  H.R.A.  Degree  was  conferred  by  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  A  large  number  of  visitors  were  present  from 
Carleton  Chapter,  No.  16,  Ottawa;  Cunningham  Chapter,  Lockwood,  Ohio; 
Keystone  Chapter,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  and  sister  chapters  of  District  8  and 
8A,  Toronto. 

I  made  Official  Visits  to  all  13  Chapters  of  the  District.  It  was 
very  encouraging  to  find  that  each  Chapter  had  a  good  class  of  candi- 
dates for  the  various  degrees.  The  degree  work,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions was  of  a  high  standard.  The  officers  were  well  conversant  with  the 
work  and  conferred  the  degrees  in  an  impressive  manner.  This  would 
indicate  that  many  rehearsals  have  been  held  in  the  District,  and  I  cannot 
stress  too  much  the  importance  of  rehearsals  if  we  are  to  convey  to  our 
candidates  the  beauty  of  Capitular  Masonry.  I  must  at  this  time  offer 
my  congratulations  to  the  Superintendents  of  Work  of  the  various  Chap- 
ters for  the  good  work  they  are  doing. 

It  was  gratifying  to  find  that  the  books  of  the  Scribes  E.  and 
Treasurers  of  all  Chapters  are  well  kept  and  up  to  date.  However  I 
would  suggest  that  steps  be  taken  to  bring  about  uniformity  in  the  types 
of  books  and  records  in  use. 

Our  District  Divine  Service  was  held  at  High  Park  United  Church  on 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1957  43 

Nov.  18,  1956.  We  were  very  pleased  to  have  with  us  on  this  occasion 
the  Grand  First  Principal,  the  Grand  Third  Principal  and  many  other 
Past  and  Present  Grand  Chapter  Officers  and  a  large  number  of  Com- 
panions of  both  Toronto  Districts. 

It  was  also  my  privilege  to  be  present  at  all  but  two  of  the  District 
Installations  and  at  a  number  of  these  ceremonies  Grand  Chapter  Jewels 
were  presented. 

Jan.  2,  1957,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Gardner,  of  Oakwood  Chapter,  No.  233 
was  presented  with  a  25  year  past  principal  jewel  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred 
Dean. 

Jan.  8,  1957,  Comp.  S.  Binns,  of  Shekinah  Chapter,  No.  138,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  50  year  jewel  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor. 

Jan.  11,  1957,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  Burden,  of  Occident  Chapter,  No. 
77,  on  behalf  of  its  members  presented  an  illuminated  life  membership 
to  M.  Ex.  Comp  John  L.  House.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  House  then  presented 
Most  Ex.  Comp  Burden  with  the  Grand  Chapter  25  year  past  principal 
jewel. 

Jan.  22  I  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  V.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  H.  Jamieson, 
of  Port  Credit  Chapter  No.  230  in  the  presentation  of  two  25  year  Past 
Principals'  jewels  to  Ex.  Comp.  H.  White  and  Ex.  Comp.  S.  Bradley. 

Feb.  8,  1957,  a  reception  was  held  by  the  two  Toronto  Districts  for 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House.  A  large  number  of  Companions  were 
in  attendance  and  I  feel  that  the  evening  was  a  great  success. 

Three  schools  of  instruction  were  held  during  the  year.  On  Feb.  14, 
1957,  the  St.  Clair  Chapter,  No.  231,  exemplified  the  M.M.M.  Degree, 
after  which  a  history  of  the  degree  was  given  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg. 
Lewis,  the  Grand  Lecturer.  On  Feb.  20,  Lebanon  Chapter,  No.  220, 
exemplified  the  M.E.M.  Degree,  after  which  a  history  of  this  degree 
was  given  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Gardner.  On  March  8,  1957,  Occident 
Chapter,  No.  77,  exemplified  the  H.R.A.  degree,  after  which  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
W.  Gardner  spoke  on  the  history  of  this  degree. 

With  regard  to  membership,  we  again  show  a  small  gain  with 
Initiations  and  Affiliations  135,  but  these  were  offset  by  withdrawals, 
suspensions  and  deaths  122,  giving  us  a  net  gain  of  13.  While  I  feel  the 
district  as  a  whole  is  to  be  congratulated,  it  is  most  unfortunate  that 
some  Chapters  have  lost  or  remain  the  same  membership.  The  only  way 
to  overcome  this  condition  is  a  concerted  effort  by  all  members  to  explain 
to  all  new  M.M.  that  they  have  not  received  the  full  light  of  Masonry 
until  they  have  received  the  H.R.A.  Degree.  To  this  end  I  urge  all  First 
Principals  to  set  up  committee  to  organize  new  membership  drives  in 
their  respective  Chapters. 

In  conclusion  may  I  once  again  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  Grand 
Chapter  Officers  both  Past  and  Present  and  particulary  Rt.  Ex.  Comp. 
F.  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E.  for  their  assistance  and  guidance  through- 
out my  term  of  office.  To  the  Principals  and  Officers  of  the  Chapters 
go  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  co-operation  and  to  Rt.  Ex.  Com.  C.  Martin 
for  his  pleasant  association  throughout  the  year.  All  these  things  com- 
bined to  make  it  a  very  pleasant  year,  one  that  will  remain  long  in  my 
memory.  To  my  successor  go  my  best  wishes  for  a  successful  term  of 
office  and  my  whole  hearted  support. 

GEORGIAN  DISTRICT  No.  9 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  McFadyen 
In  presenting  my  report  of  the  condition  and  activity  of  Capitular 
Masonry  in  the  Georgian  District  No.  9,  may  I  first  express  my  humble 
thanks  to  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  Manitou  Chapter  No.  27,  in 
selecting  me  as  their  nominee  for  the  office  of  Grand  Superintendent 
and  the  Principals,  past  and  present,  of  all  the  Georgian  District  for 
their  unanimous   support  at   election.     I   would   also   like   to   thank  the 
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Grand  First  Principal  for  his  confirmation  of  my  election.  To  Ex.  Comp. 
B.  M.  Conron,  who  accepted  the  appointment  as  my  secretary,  my  sincere 
thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  carried 
out  his  duties,  not  only  as  secretary  but  in  looking  after  transportation 
for  all  who  wished  to  accompany  us  on  the  official  visits.  To  all  com- 
panions who  found  time  to  accompany  us,  a  special  thank  you,  your 
presence  was  an  inspiration  to  me.  My  term  started  off  with  a  meeting 
of  the  Principals  and  Past  Principals  of  the  District.  Every  Chapter 
being  well  represented.  Instructions  from  Grand  Chapter  were  reviewed, 
district  business  discussed,  and  dates  for  my  official  visits  were  set. 
At  this  meeting  I  was  requested  to  invite  the  Grand  First  Principal  to 
visit  the  Georgian  District.  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House  graciously  accepted 
the  invitation  to  a  reception  and  dinner  in  his  honour,  and  this  night, 
Nov.  2,  proved  to  be  the  highlight  of  the  year.  Once  again  every 
Chapter  in  the  District  was  well  represented  and  a  very  enjoyable  and 
profitable  evening  was  had  by  all. 

I  visited  each  Chapter  in  the  District  and  my  reception  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Grand  First  Principal  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
In  all  Chapters,  without  exception,  the  work  of  the  Principals  and 
Officers  was  very  well  done,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Georgian  District  No.  9,  is  in  very  capable 
hands.  I  have  on  these  visits  stressed  the  need  of  a  live  membership 
committee  in  each  Chapter  and  offered  suggestions  and  approaches  to 
the  Blue  Lodge  members  and  would  recommend  that  the  campaign  to 
increase  membership  be  continued  as  latest  reports  show  that  the  efforts 
of  these  committees  are  beginning  to  show  results.  My  official  visits 
were  as  follows: 

September  11th,  Signet,  No.  34,  Barrie 
October  12th,  Couchiching,  No.  198,  Orillia 
November  20th,  Georgian,  No.  56,  Owen  Sound 
January  22nd,  Amabel,  No.  131,  Wiarton 
February  11th,  Kichikewana,  No.  167,  Midland 
February  27th,  Manitou,  No.  27,  Collingwood 
It  was  a  most  enjoyable  and  educational  year  for  me,  for  which  I 
once  again  wish  to  express  sincere  thanks  to  the  R.  A.  M's.  of  the  Geor- 
gian District.     I  have  met  many  old  friends  and  made  many  new  ones, 
may  my  successor  have  the  same  co-operation  and  companionship  as  I 
have  enjoyed. 

ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  10 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  G.  Freeman 

I  have  the  fyonour  and  pleasure  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  district  during  the  past  year.  I  would  like 
to  first  thank  the  Companions  of  the  District  for  the  honour  conferred 
on  Palestine  Chapter,  and  myself  in  selecting  me  as  their  Grand  Super- 
intendent, and  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  for  his  confirmation  of 
the  same. 

My  first  and  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  Nelson  A. 
Wilkins  as  my  District  Secretary.  He  accompanied  me  on  all  my  official 
and  unofficial  visits  and  fulfilled  his  duties  in  an  efficient  and  pleasing 
manner.  My  thanks  to  him  for  his  companionship  and  invaluable 
assistance.  Another  valuable  source  of  inspiration  and  help  came  from 
the  fact  that  a  goodly  number  of  Companions  accompanied  me  on  so  many 
of  my  visits,  helping  to  make  my  term  of  office  more  enjoyable,  to  them 
also  I  would  extend  my  sincere  thanks. 

Official  visits  were  scheduled  and  carried  out  in  all  Chapters.  The 
work  as  conferred  left  little  room  for  comment  —  sincerity,  dignity  and 
decorum  were  generally  speaking  the  key  notes.  I  was  promptly  received 
on  all  occasions  and  with  cordiality  and  dignity  as  befits  the  representa- 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1957  45 

tive  of  the  Most  Ex.  Grand  First  Principal.     My  secretary  reports  that 
the  books  and  records  of  the  Chapters  for  the  most  part  are  well  kept  and 
up  to  date,  and  are  prompt  in  sending  in  their  reports.     Each  Chapter 
was  visited  two  or  three  times.     Official  visits  were  as  follows: 
Pentalpha,  No.  28,  Oshawar,  June  5,  1956. 
King  Darius,  No.  134,  Cannington,  Sept.  19,  1956 
Warkworth,  No.  110,  Warkworth,  Oct.  10,  1956 
Victoria,  No.  37,  Port  Hope,  Oct.  12,  1956 
Palestine,  No.  249,  Bowmanville,  Oct.  15,  1956 
Midland,  No.  94,  Lindsay,  Oct.  18,  1956 
St.  John's,  No.  48,  Cobourg,  Oct.  23,  1956 
Corinthian,  No.  36,  Peterborough,  Oct.  26,  1956 
Excelsior,  No.  45,  Colbome,  Nov.  2,  1956 
Keystone,  No.  35,  Whitby,  Nov.  12,  1956 
Ionic,  No.  168,  Campbellford,  Nov.  19,  1956 
As  our  own  Chapter  was  due  to  meet  on  the  same  evening  as  out- 
visit  to  Ionic  Chapter  was  scheduled  Ex.  Comp.  Don  Meyers,  First  Prin- 
cipal and  his  Officers  and  Companions  extended  a  very  hearty  invita- 
tion for  us  all  (Palestine  Chapter)  to  attend  in  a  body.    Ex.  Comp.  Allan 
Moffatt  (who  always  accompanied  us  on  all  our  visits)  and  the  Officers 
and  Companions  heartily  accepted  the  very  fine  gesture  and  attended  in 
large  numbers,  making  our  final  official  visit  one  long  to  be  remembered. 
8  Chapters  were  represented. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  this  year's  work  in  the  district  was  created 
by  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  W.  Stafford,  and  his  brother,  Ex.  Comp.  E.  R.  Staf- 
ford, First  and  Third  Principals  respectively  of  Keystone  Chapter,  No.  35, 
Whitby,  when  they  presented  to  the  district  a  "Travelling  Keystone" 
placed  in  a  suitable  cabinet.  Both  are  very  fine  pieces  of  craftsmanship, 
with  the  understanding  that  at  each  official  visit  the  First  Principal  of 
the  last  Chapter  visited  would  attend  the  next  official  visit  and  present 
it  to  the  First  Principal  of  the  chapter  being  inspected,  thus  it  was  ro- 
tated to  each  chapter  in  the  district.  This  Keystone  encouraged  an  inter- 
change of  visits,  and  created  great  interest  and  incited  larger  attendances 
at  all  the  chapters.  This  commendable  gesture  was  greatfully  accepted 
and  their  generosity  acknowledged  not  only  by  myself  but  each  chapter 
throughout  the  district.  It  was  first  presented  to  Cannington  on  Sept. 
19,  1956,  and  that  occasion  I  gave  an  address  on  the  "Keystone".  On 
each  of  the  other  official  visits  I  endeavoured  to  speak  "Tests  of  Ma- 
sonic Character"  based  on  some  portion  of  the  degree  being  exemplified 
on  that  particular  convocation.  Some  of  the  interesting  events  of  the 
year  are  as  follows: 

May  16,  1956,  several  Companions  and  myself  had  the  pleasure  of 
attending  the  90th  anniversary  of  Pentalpha  Chapter,  No.  28,  Oshawa. 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Ross  gave  a  splendid  address  on  the  history  of  the  Chapter. 
The  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  Grand  Z.  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice 
Searl,  Grand  J.,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  Grand  Scribe  E.,  were  also 
present.  The  Most  Ex.  Z.  delivered  a  very  inspiring  address  at  the 
banquet  table.  The  reception  following  was  fittingly  carried  out,  the 
grand  officers  being  introduced  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  0.  Flintoff  and 
welcomed  by  acting  First  Principal  Ex.  Comp.  John  R.  Wheeler.  The 
Grand  Z.  presented  a  Twenty-Five  Year  Past  Principal's  Jewel  to  Ex. 
Comp.  Walter  Chapman. 

On  Nov.  6,  1956,  it  was  our  pleasant  duty  to  again  visit  Pentalpha 
Chapter  and  accompany  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  and  Rt.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  who  had  made  a  special  trip  to  present  a  60  year 
bar  to  Comp.  Col.  R.  S.  McLaughlin,  and  a  fifty  year  jewel  to  Comp. 
F.  E.  Hare. 

On  Nov.  15th,  1956,  it  was  our  privilege  to  attend  Midland  Chapter, 
Lindsay,  to  present  25  year  or  more  Past  Principals  Jewels  to  the  follow- 
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ing  Ex.  Companions,  R.  W.  Groves,  S.  Chamberlain,  J.  W.  Kennedy,  A.  R. 
Warner  and  Ex.  Comp.  R.  C.  Wansbrough. 

On  Nov.  23,  1956,  we  enjoyed  a  very  fine  evening  at  Corinthian 
Chapter,  No.  36,  Peterborough,  when  the  oldest  past  principles  conferred 
the  R.A.M.  Degree  under  the  leadership  of  Ex.  Comp.  C.  H.  Elliott. 

On  Nov.  30,  1956,  through  the  kindness  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  V.  Roy, 
Grand  Superintendent  of  Prince  Edward  District  No.  11,  we  were  able  to 
attend  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  Belleville.  The 
Grand  Z.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House  and  several  other  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  were  received.  As  usual  the  address  of  The  Grand  First  Princi- 
pal was  well  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

Another  evening  which  will  long  remain  as  a  pleasant  memory  came 
as  a  result  of  a  special  invitation  to  a  reception  to  the  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal by  Toronto  East  District,  No.  8  and  Toronto  West  District,  No.  8A, 
by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  Ward  Martin,  on  Feb.  8th,  1957.  Again  we  were 
deeply  impressed  by  the  sincerity  and  ability  of  the  Grand  Z.  and  the 
very  cordial  welcome  we  received. 

We  also  attended  the  Divine  Service  at  Havelock  held  by  the  Ionic 
and  Warkworth  Chapters  and  was  very  impressive  and  well  attended,  on 
Sunday,  Oct  21,  1956. 

Our  District  Divine  Service  was  on  Sunday,  March  3rd,  1957,  at  7.00 
p.m.,  in  Trinity  United  Church,  Bowmanville.  Comp.  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  Rev. 
Harold  B.  Neal,  D.D.,  of  Cambridge  Street  United  Church,  Lindsay, 
preached  the  sermon  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Pointen,  B.A.,  B.D.,  D.D.,  of  Wood- 
ville,  an  Ex.  First  Principal  for  two  years  of  Bonnechere  Chapter,  Ren- 
frew, assisted  in  a  very  fine  service.  About  100  Companions  and  their 
ladies  and  friends  of  the  two  ministers  helped  to  make  a  large  congre- 
gation. After  which  a  social  time  was  spent  and  light  refreshments 
were  served.  Companions  from  Oshawa,  Peterborough,  Campbellford, 
Cannington,  Port  Hope,  Bonnechere  Chapter,  Renfrew  and  Bowmanville, 
were  present. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  thank  every  Companion  who  contributed  toward 
making  this  past  year  a  memorable  one  for  me.  I  would  especially  thank 
the  Principals  and  Scribes  E.  of  the  various  Chapters,  my  secretary,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  House,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Johnson,  Grand 
Scribe  E.  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  Grand  J.  May  my  successor 
enjoy  the  same  wholehearted  co-operation.  I  pledge  him  my  whole- 
hearted support. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT  No.  11 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  V.  Roy 

In  submitting  my  report  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  Companions  in  the 
District  for  their  support  in  my  election  as  Grand  Superintendent,  and 
to  the  Grand  First  Principal  Most  Ex.  Companion  J.  L.  House  for  his 
confirmation  of  my  appointment. 

The  two  highlights  during  my  term  were  first,  the  District  Convoca- 
tion which  is  held  every  two  years,  usually  in  November,  but  this  year 
changed  to  the  month  of  May,  owing  to  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  celebrating 
their  100th  anniversary.  The  attendance  at  this  district  convocation  was 
not  quite  as  large  as  when  held  in  the  Fall,  which  may  have  been  due 
to  various  reasons  over  which  we  had  no  control. 

The  M.M.M.  and  M.E.M.  were  conferred  in  the  afternoon  of  May 
23rd  on  eligible  candidates  available  from  the  Chapters  in  the  District. 
Officers  and  members  were  picked  from  four  Chapters  to  confer  the 
M.M.M.  and  the  other  four  Chapters  supplied  the  Officers  and  Companion 
for  the  M.E.M.  Following  the  conferring  of  these  degrees,  a  banquet  was 
held  in  the  Banquet  Hall  with  the  Grand  First  Principal  as  the  guest 
speaker. 
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In  the  evening  the  Supreme  Degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  was 
conferred  by  Past  Grand  Supts.  of  the  District.  No  candidate  received 
more  than  one  degree  during  the  ceremonies.  Concluding  the  exempli- 
fication of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  Most  Ex.  Co-mp.  House,  in  his  closing 
remarks,  addressed  the  Chapter  commending  all  the  Officers  on  their 
work,  he  also  invested  Vy.  Ex.  Comp.  Payne  and  Myers  with  the  Regalia 
of  their  office.  The  Grand  First  Principal,  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  House, 
Grand  Third  Principal  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Searle,  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  Rt. 
Ex.  Comp.  Johnson  and  other  visitors  and  Grand  Chapter  Officers  were 
in  attendance.  On  the  request  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  I  presented 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  MacGregor  with  the  25  year  Past  Principals  Jewel. 

The  second  was  the  celebration  throughout  the  year  of  the  100th 
Anniversary  of  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  which  was  instituted  at  Belleville, 
May  29th,  1856,  by  a  dispensation  issued  by  Grand  Chapter  of  England 
through  Thomas  Douglas  Harington,  Provincial  Grand  Supt.  for  Quebec, 
Three  Rivers,  etc.,  there  being  no  Supt.  for  Upper  Canada. 

The  three  Principals  were  installed  by  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Fowler  "Z", 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  I.  A.  Henderson  "P.Z.",  and  most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  J.  Argue 
"P.Z.",  all  of  Ancient  Frontenac  Chapter,  No.  1,  of  Kingston. 

First  meeting  held  Tuesday,  May  29th,  1856,  and  the  first  Tuesday 
in  every  month  following,  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  began  their  anniversary 
year  by  printing  a  unique  summons  in  a  peach  color  giving  the  appear- 
ance of  a  satin  finish,  across  the  top  of  the  front  page  the  numerals  100th 
inscribed  in  gold  over  anniversary  year  in  dark  red,  underneath  printed 
in  light  red  1856  -  1956,  followed  by  name  of  Chapter,  number,  keystone 
and  at  bottom  Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  C.  French,  1856,  and  Ex.  Comp.  F.  K. 
Hodgen,  1956.  The  back  of  the  summons  had  all  the  names  of  the 
Past  Principals  from  1856  to  1955.  It  was  a  well  designed  and  arranged 
summons  which  the  members  may  well  be  proud  of. 

On  their  regular  convocation  on  June  5,  1956,  in  keeping  with  their 
anniversary  programme,  on  invitation,  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui 
Chapter,  No.  1,  paid  a  fraternal  visit  to  Moira  Chapter,  No.  7,  and  con- 
ferred the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  Other  activities  during  the  year  were: 
Ladies'  Night,  Nov.  23,  and  reception  to  the  Grand  First  Principal  Most 
Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House,  Nov.  30th,  to  a  banquet.  A  number  of  Craft 
Mason  were  present  and  Grand  Z  in  his  address,  spoke  briefly  of  the 
advantages  of  Capitular  Masonry  to  the  Craft  Mason.  Later  in  the 
Chapter  Room  on  request  of  the  Grand  Z.,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Searle,  Grand 
J.  presented  the  50  year  jewel  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Geo.  Walters  of  Mount 
Sinai,  Chapter  No.  44.  Sister  Districts  were  well  represented  at  this 
reception. 

On  taking  over  the  duties  of  Grand  Supt.,  I  was  very  fortunate  in 
having  Ex.  Comp.  Al.  Zeran  consent  to  act  as  District  Secretary  and  I 
would  like  at  this  time  to  express  my  appreciation  to  him  for  his  faithful 
and  efficient  service  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  I  must  also  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  Ex.  Comp.  Sam  Clarke,  First  Principal  of  Mount 
Sinai,  No.  44,  who  also  made  all  the  visits  with  me  on  my  tour  of  duty, 
and  last  but  not  least,  the  moral  support  given  me  by  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  H. 
L.  Mcllrath  and  Very  Ex.  Comp.  Payne.  My  official  duties  commenced 
in  June  with  a  District  Divine  service  held  in  St.  Mary  Magdalene 
Anglican  Church,  Napanee,  conducted  by  Rev.  W.  L.  Simmons,  B.A.  The 
families  of  the  Companions  were  invited  to  the  service  and  following  the 
service,  light  refreshments  were  served  in  the  Banquet  Hall  of  the 
Temple. 

The  following  official  visits  were  arranged  and  schedules  of  dates 
sent  out  to  all  Companions  in  the  District.  Visits  were  made  according 
to  dates  with  one  exception.     Mount  Sinai   Chapter  No.   44,   date  was 
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changed  from  Dec.  19  to  Nov.  21,  when  they  conferred  the  R.  A.  Official 
visits  and  degrees  witnessed  were  as  follows: 

Presqu'ile,  No.  144,  Brighton,  June  19  (M.E.M.) 
Keystone,  No.  12,  Stirling,  June  28  (M.M.M.) 
St.  Marks,  No.  26,  Trenton,  Sept.  18  (M.M.M.) 
Moira,  No.  7,  Belleville,  Oct.  2  (M.M.M.) 
Madoc,  No.  161,  Madoc,  Oct.  22  (M.E.M.) 
Quinte  Friendship,  No.  227,  Belleville,  Nov.  12  (M.E.M.) 
Prince  Edward,  No.  31,  Picton,  Nov.  19  (R.A.) 
Mount  Sinai,  No.  44,  Napanee,  Nov.  21  (R.A.) 
I  made  visits  to  Moira  Chapter  in  connection  with  their  100th  Anni- 
versary  when    Officers    of   Ancient   Frontenac    and   Cataraqui    Chapter 
visited   their   Chapter   and   conferred   the   R.A.   Degree.     Also   attended 
reception  to  the  Grand  First  Principal  Most.  Ex.  Comp.  House  on  Nov. 
30th   to    Moira    Chapter's    100th   Anniversary   and   joint   installation   of 
Moira  and  Quinte  Friendship  Chapter.    I  also,  on  the  request  of  the  Ex. 
Z.  of  Mount  Sinai  Chapter  44  with  the  assistance  of  Past  Principals, 
installed  their  Officers. 

Capitular  Masonry  in  this  District,  in  my  opinion,  is  on  a  very  firm 
footing,  both  financially  and  to  its  general  proficiency.  A  step  up  in 
membership  should  be  attempted  and  this  can  be  done  with  a  greater 
effort  by  the  members  and  membership  committees  of  each  Chapter.  An 
increase  is  bound  to  be  the  result. 

Every  year  we  suffer  the  loss  of  some  our  respected  Companions, 
who  have  worthily  served  their  Chapter  for  many  years.  We  regret 
their  passing  to  the  Grand  Chapter  above  and  the  great  loss  to  families 
and  respective  Chapters. 

It  has  been  a  wonderful  education  and  inspiration  to  have  been 
given  the  opportunity  to  serve  as  your  Grand  Supt.  In  a  few  weeks  my 
successor  will  be  elected  and  only  hope  for  him  the  same  success  and 
pleasure  I  have  had  in  the  contacts  made  throughout  the  District  and 
my  only  hope  is  that  my  health  be  spared  to  assist  him  in  every  way 
possible  until  the  conclusion  of  his  term  of  office. 

ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  No.  12 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Harold  Hall 

As  my  term  as  Grand  Superintendent  is  almost  finished,  it  is  my 
pleasing  duty  to  submit  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Capitulary 
Masonry  in  St.  Lawrence  District,  No.  12,  during  the  past  year.  I  would 
like  first  to  express  my  humble  thanks  to  the  Companions  of  the  district 
for  the  honour  conferred  on  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  Chapter, 
No.  1,  and  myself  in  selecting  me  as  their  Grand  Superintendent  and  to 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  Loftus  House  for  confirming  the  same.  At  this 
time  I  would  also  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  Ex.  Comp.  John  L. 
Orme,  who  has  been  my  secretary  and  whose  knowledge  of  Masonry  was 
at  all  times  of  great  assistance  and  who  was  most  helpful  and  efficient 
in  the  duties  of  that  office. 

Early  in  May  I  had  a  meeting  of  instruction  for  the  Principals  of  the 
District  which  was  held  in  the  library  of  the  Masonic  Temple,  at  Brock- 
ville,  Ontario.  This  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  the  Principals. 
The  instructions  from  Grand  Chapter  were  received  and  reviewed.  Very 
many  interesting  suggestions  for  the  plans  for  the  coming  year  followed. 

On  Sunday,  May  20th,  I  joined  with  the  Companions  of  Maitland 
Chapter  in  attending  divine  service  at  Kemptville,  Ontario.  We  had  a 
splendid  number  of  Companions  at  this  service.  Two  Ex.  Companions 
from  Kingston  accompanied  me  on  this  occasion.  We  were  entertained 
at  lunch  by  my  predecessor  in  office,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  D.  Hyndman  and 
his  good  wife, 
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Official  Visits,  1956-57: 

September  11 — Grenville,  No.  22,  Prescott 
September  19 — Covenant,  No.  113,  Cornwall 
October  1 — Sussex  St.  Lawrence,  No.  59,  Brockville 
October  11— Maitland,  No.  68,  Kemptville 
October  19 — St.  Johns,  No.  112,  Morrisburg 
October  23 — Leeds,  No.  132,  Gananoque 

November   16 — Ancient   Frontenac    and    Cataraque,    No.    1, 
Kingston 

I  attended  the  international  night  at  Massena,  New  York,  Septem- 
ber 29th,  sponsored  by  The  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Massena  and  Cov- 
enant No.  113,  G.R.C.,  Cornwall,  Ontario.  This  was  the  ninth  annual  get- 
together  and  will  be  in  Cornwall  this  year.  I  was  honoured  as  the  official 
representative  of  the  Grand  First  Principal  of  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada.  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  Conover  was  also 
present.  We  had  at  that  time  a  trip  through  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway 
and  Power  Development  Canal  and  Locks.  This  is  such  a  big  undertaking 
that  one  can  hardly  believe  it  is  possible  even  when  one  sees  it.  The 
amount  of  labour,  material  and  machines  is  tremendous.  This  was  a  very 
busy  week-end  for  me  as  the  next  day,  Sunday,  September  30th,  I  had  to 
return  to  Brockville,  Ontario,  for  a  district  Church  service,  which  was 
well  attended  by  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  The  next  day,  Monday,  October 
1st,  I  returned  to  Brockville  for  my  official  visit,  to  Sussex  St.  Lawrence 
Chapter.  On  October  3rd,  I  had  the  Principals'  Association  at  Brock- 
ville. This  meeting  was  well  attended  and  we  had  some  discussions  for 
the  good  and  welfare  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  St.  Lawrence  District. 
After  the  election  of  officers,  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Payton  gave  us  a  very 
wonderful  address  in  regard  to  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

On  Saturday,  October  27th,  we  were  fortunate  in  having  Most  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  L.  House,  Grand  Z.  visit  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui 
Chapter,  accompanied  by  other  Grand  Chapter  Officers.  On  this  even- 
ing Most  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L.  House  was  made  Honourary  Life  Member  of 
this  Grand  Old  Chapter.  Several  of  the  Past  Principals  of  my  Chapter 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  dinner  with  the  Grand  Chapter  Officers.  This 
is  a  red-letter  night  which  will  remain  in  our  memories  as  an  outstanding 
evening  for  a  long  time  to  come. 

On  my  official  visits  I  have  at  all  times  been  received  in  a  manner 
conforming  with  the  wishes  of  the  Grand  Council  with  accent  on  for- 
mality, yet  underlying  the  formality,  there  was  at  all  times  a  feeling  of 
companionship  which  was  appreciated  by  me  and  on  every  visit  I  was 
well  supported  by  several  Companions  of  my  own  Chapter. 

I  would  like  to  mention  my  visit  to  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  112, 
Morrisburg.  This  will  be  the  last  Grand  Superintendent's  visit  to  take 
place  in  their  present  Chapter  room  as  this  summer,  1957,  that  part  of 
Morrisburg  will  be  under  water  due  to  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway  Develop- 
ment. I  am  proud  to  report  that  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
is  very  good.  Four  Chapters  show  an  increase  in  membership  and  three 
Chapters  show  a  loss  in  members  and  with  a  total  of  twenty-six  deaths, 
we  still  have  a  gain  for  the  district  of  eight  members. 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT  No.  13 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Howard  Edwards 
It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  submit  my  report  on  the  condition 
of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Ottawa  District  No.  13.  I  wish  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  companions  of  the  dis- 
trict for  the  honour  conferred  on  me  and  through  me  on  Maple  Chapter 
No.  116,  in  electing  me  Grand  Superintendent.  To  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  L. 
House,  my  appreciation  for  confirming  the  same. 
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My  first  pleasant  duty  was  to  appoint  Ex.  Comp.  A.  A.  Wright  as 
district  secretary.  He  accompanied  me  on  all  my  visits  and  carried  out 
his  duties  in  a  most  capable  manner. 

My  official  visits  as  Grand  Superintendent  were  as  follows: 

Kitchener,  No.  210,  Russell,  Sept.  7th 

Carleton,  No.  16,  Ottawa,  Sept.  19th 

Laurentian,  No.  151,  Pembroke,  Sept.  20th 

Glengarry,  No.  143,  Maxville,  Sept.  28th 

St.  John's,  No.  148,  Vankleek  Hill,  Oct.  5th 

Granite,  No.  61,  Almonte,  Oct.  11th 

Bonnechere,  No.  114,  Renfrew,  Oct.  15th 

Prince  of  Wales,  No.  226,  Perth,  Oct.  18th 

Ottawa,  No.  222,  Ottawa,  Oct.  18th 

Dochert,  No.  248,  Arnprior,  Nov.  5th 

Maple,  No.  116,  Carleton  Place,  Nov.  7th 

St.  Francis,  No.  133,  Smiths  Falls,  Nov.  16th 
I  was  also  present  for  the  installation  of  officers  on  four  occasions 
and  was  pleased  to  assist  with  three  of  these.  On  each  of  my  visits  I  was 
given  a  warm  welcome  as  the  representative  of  the  Grand  First  Principal. 
With  one  exception,  I  witnessed  the  ritual  of  the  different  degres  con- 
ferred or  exemplified  in  a  very  capable  manner. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the  Ottawa  District  continues  its  steady 
increase;  our  net  increase  during  1956  was  44.  One  Chapter  is  ex- 
periencing difficulties  at  present.  With  one  exception,  I  was  present 
for  all  convocations  of  this  Chapter.  Unfortunately,  their  membership 
has  become  so  scattered  that  there  are  a  very  small  number  of  members 
in  the  vicinity  making  it  very  difficult  for  them  to  hold  a  meeting.  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  Verch,  First  Principal,  must  be  congratulated  on  their  efforts 
to  keep  Royal  Arch  Masonry  alive  in  Arprior.  We  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  Dochert  Chapter  will  once  again  become  active  in  the  promo- 
tion of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Three  Divine  Services  were  held  during  the  year.  St.  Francis  Chap- 
ter, Smiths  Falls,  on  Sunday,  May  20th;  Prince  of  Wales  Chapter,  Perth, 
on  Sunday,  Sept.  23rd;  and  Laurentian  Chapter,  Pembroke  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  23rd.  I  was  able  to  be  present  and  assist  at  two  of  these  services. 
On  all  three  occasions  a  very  fine  turnout  of  Companions. 

The  highlight  of  the  Masonic  year  for  Ottawa  District  was  on  Nov. 
21st.  Carleton  Chapter  acted  as  host  to  a  district  meeting  when  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  L.  House  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson  were  present.  On 
this  occasion,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  House  presented  a  50  year  Past  Principal's 
Jewel  to  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Patterson,  of  Maple  Chapter;  25  year  Past 
Principal's  Jewels  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  P.  Cordukes  and  Ex.  Comp.  P.  L. 
Young,  both  of  Carleton  Chapter  and  a  50  year  Royal  Arch  Mason  Jewel 
to  Comp.  N.  C.  McAllister,  of  Maple  Chapter.  At  this  time  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
House  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Johnson  were  presented  with  honourary  mem- 
bership in  Carelton  Chapter. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  three  meetings  were  held  to  pass 
on  the  instructions  of  Grand  Chapter;  one  at  Kitchener  Chapter  for  the 
eastern  section;  one  at  Maple  Chapter  for  the  central  section;  and  one  at 
Dochert  Chapter  for  the  northern  section.  All  of  these  meetings  were 
well  attended. 

While  I  was  only  able  to  visit  some  of  the  Chapters  once  because  of 
the  time  of  meeting,  I  was  able  to  visit  several  of  the  Chapters  on  dif- 
ferent occasions  and  enjoyed  that  same  friendly  spirit  which  is  so  evident 
as  you  travel  from  Chapter  to  Chapter.  I  would  like  to  thank  those 
companions  who  accompanied  me  on  many  of  my  visits.  I  would  like  also 
to  thank  those  Past  Grand  Superintendents  who  have  been  so  helpful 
during  the  year.    My  report,  however,  would  not  be  complete  without  my 
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special  thanks  to  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  A.  McDairmid,  who  has  been  such  a 
pillar  of  strength  to  the  entire  district. 

To  my  successor,  I  pledge  my  support  and  wish  for  him  the  same 
courtesy,  kindness  and  loyal  support  I  enjoyed  during  this  past  year. 

ALGOMA  DISTRICT  No.  14 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Barclay 

I  am  happy  to  submit  this  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  in  Algoma  District,  No.  14,  and  to  thank  every  Companion  for 
their  support  and  encouragement,  my  appreciation  to  Most  Ex.  Companion 
J.  L.  House  for  confirming  my  election. 

My  efforts  to  appoint  a  secretary  met  with  little  success,  the  dis- 
tances one  has  to  travel  has  a  deterring  effect  on  many  good  Companions, 
on  account  of  being  unable  to  look  after  their  work  without  losing  too 
much  time. 

My  first  visit  was  Golden  Chapter,  No.  90,  my  mother  chapter,  where 
the  R.A.  Degree  was  conferred  in  a  very  capable  manner  on  three  can- 
didates. 

Oct.  18  I  made  a  visit  to  Atwood  Chapter,  No.  149,  at  Rainy  River. 
This  is  our  smallest  Chapter  in  numbers,  but  they  make  up  what  they 
lack  in  numbers  by  their  enthusiasm,  and  their  very  capable  Scribe  E. 
in  the  person  of  William  Hirst. 

From  Rainy  River  I  journeyed  to  Fort  Frances,  where  Alberton 
Chapter,  No.  152,  were  celebrating  their  Fiftieth  Anniversary,  on  Novem- 
ber 20th.  After  a  fine  banquet,  held  in  the  United  Church  Hall,  we  ad- 
journed to  Chapter  Room  where  the  R.A.M.  degree  was  conferred  on 
three  candidates  in  a  very  capable  manner.  Every  officer  taking  part 
gave  a  splendid  performance,  after  which  the  D.  of  C,  Rt.  Ex.  G.  W. 
Walker,  gave  a  very  interesting  and  informative  talk  on  the  work  of 
the  Chapter  from  the  time  the  Chapter  was  instituted  until  the  present 
time.    This  was  enjoyed  very  much  by  all  present. 

My  next  visit  was  at  Fort  William  Chapter,  No.  140,  where  a  joint 
meeting  was  held  with  Shuniah  Chapter,  Port  Arthur,  No.  82.  There 
was  no  degree  work  at  this  meeting.  Chapter  was  opened  by  Comps.  of 
Fort  William  Chapter,  and  closed  by  Comps.  of  Shuniah,  No.  82.  All 
Comps.  taking  part  were  well  skilled. 

My  next  visit  was  to  Golden  Star  Chapter,  No.  254,  on  Nov.  19.  This 
was  their  meeting  that  the  Election  of  Officers  took  place.  Golden  Star 
Chapter  is  the  youngest  Chapter  in  this  part  of  Ontario,  and  I  believe 
one  of  the  most  progressive,  despite  the  fact  that  their  members  are 
scattered  over  a  wide  area.  Some  of  their  Officers  come  long  distances 
to  attend  meetings,  and  this  I  think  speaks  well  for  their  enthusiasm. 
At  this  meeting,  after  Election  of  Officers,  a  brief  talk  on  the  Mark 
Degree  was  well  received  by  those  present. 

On  every  visit  I  was  properly  received  and  very  warmly  welcomed. 
All  Past  Principals  throughout  the  District  are  a  tower  of  strength  and 
inspiration  to  their  respective  Chapters,  and  the  District  is  very  fortunate 
in  having  so  many  good  Past  Principals  as  members  to  guide  the  Officers 
and  assist  them  in  their  work  when  necessary. 

All  Chapters  exhibit  a  fine  spirit  of  friendship,  both  in  the  Chapter 
room  and  outside  the  Sacred  Portals  of  Chapter,  which  after  all  is 
Masonry  as  it  should  be. 

Capitular  Masonry  is  in  good  condition  in  this  District,  while  there 
are  no  large  increases  in  the  rolls,  membership  continues  to  grow. 

It  has  been  an  honour  and  a  privilege  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to  serve 
as  Grand  Superintendent  of  this  District.  The  spirit  of  friendship  and 
co-operation  has  done  much  to  strengthen  the  condition  of  Capitular 
Masonry. 

May  the  coming  year  be  one  of  continued  success. 
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NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT  No.  15 
Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  James  F.  Boucher 

In  presenting  my  report  on  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
New  Ontario  District  No.  15,  may  I  first  express  to  the  Principals  and 
Past  Principal  of  the  District  my  appreciation  for  the  honor  bestowed 
upon  me  in  electing  me  their  Grand  Superintendent.  I  also  wish  to  ex- 
press my  humble  thanks  to  Most  Excellent  Companion  House  for  con- 
firming my  election. 

To  assist  me  with  my  duties  I  appointed  Excellent  Companion  James 
F.  Freure  to  be  my  secretary  and  his  co-operation  and  help  lightened  my 
duties  considerably. 

On  October  4th,  1956,  I  visited  St.  John's  Chapter,  No.  103,  North 
Bay,  Ontario.  The  Mark  Master  degree  was  conferred  on  three  candi- 
dates in  a  very  efficient  manner  and  St.  John's  is  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  work.  The  books  were  found  to  be  in  order.  The  friendly  atmos- 
phere of  the  Chapter  and  the  kindness  of  the  Companions  put  me  com- 
pletely at  ease  and  I  came  away  with  the  thought  that  Capitular  Masonry 
in  North  Bay  is  in  good  hands. 

On  my  visit  to  Tuscon  Chapter,  No.  95,  Sudbury,  Ontario,  October 
8th,  I  was  received  with  dignity.  The  books  of  the  Chapter  were  in 
order.    The  M.E.M.  Degree  was  conferred  with  efficiency. 

From  my  observation  of  Tuscon  Chapter  I  would  say  that  the  inter- 
ests of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  Sudbury  are  well  taken  care  of  by  the 
Officers  and  Companions  of  Tuscon  Chapter.  Here  again  I  found  that 
friendly  Companionship  which  should  exist  in  all  well  regulated  Chapters. 

On  November  2nd,  I  visited  Algonquin  Chapter,  No.  102,  and  was 
received  with  dignity.  No  degree  work  was  carried  on,  which  gave  me  a 
good  opportunity  to  look  into  the  books  thoroughly.  I  found  them  to  be 
in  excellent  condition. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  be  present  on  several  previous  occasions  when 
degrees  were  conferred  and  I  therefor  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the 
opinion  that  Algonquin  Chapter's  Degree  work  is  of  the  best. 

My  visit  to  Espanola  Chapter,  No.  257,  was  held  on  November  8th, 
at  which  time  four  candidates  received  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  The 
work  was  efficiently  done  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  witness  the  manner 
in  which  the  First  Principal  and  his  Officers  carried  on  the  degree. 
Espanola  Chapter  Regalia  is  now  complete,  having  corrected  shortages 
in  collars  and  jewels. 

A  friendly  spirit  is  apparent  among  the  Companions  and  their  en- 
thusiasm in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  Chapter  should  assure  a  bright 
and  happy  future. 

Finally  my  reception  as  the  Representative  of  Most  Excellent  Com- 
panion House  was  conducted  in  a  proper  and  dignified  manner. 

"Blessed  is  he  who  performs  his  allotted  task  while  it  is  yet  day." 

TEMISKAMING  DISTRICT  No.  16 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin  Francis  McDowell 
Official  visits: 

No.  169,  Temiskaming  at  New  Liskeard,  Oct.  11,  1956 
No.  213,  Northern  Lights  at  Timmins,  Oct.  17,  1956 
No.  251,  Kirkland  at  Kirkland  Lake,  Oct.  24,  1956 
No.  223,  Abitibi  at  Iroquois  Falls,  Oct.  26,  1956 
Non-Official  visit: 

No.  203,  Cobalt  at  Cobalt,  Nov.  30,  1956 
Along  with  my  secretary,  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Martin,  I  also  attended 
the  following  meetings: 

June  9th,  a  meeting  of  the  Secretaries  and  Principals  of  each  Chap- 
ter along  with   some  Past   Grand   Superintendents   and   Past   Principals 
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was  held  on  this  date  at  Kirkland  Lake  with  a  good  attendance  from  all 
Chapters,  except  Cobalt.  Many  questions  were  discussed  informally  and 
the  meeting  was,  I  believe,  a  decided  success. 

Sept.  21st,  the  Most  Ex.  Comp.  Grand  First  Principal  John  L.  House 
made  his  official  visit  to  Abitibi  and  Northern  Lights  Chapters  at  Tim- 
mins.  His  visit  and  talk  to  us  at  the  banquet  was  much  appreciated  by 
a  good  turnout  from  both  Chapters. 

Sept.  22nd,  the  Grand  Z.  made  his  official  visit  to  Cobalt,  Temiska- 
ming  and  Kirkland  Chapters  at  Kirkland  Lake.  This  was  the  25th  anni- 
versary of  Kirkland  Chapter  and  the  occasion  was  a  memorable  one  for 
a  large  gathering  of  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Sept.  23rd,  the  Grand  Z.  and  three  Chapters  and  many  visitors  at- 
tended morning  service  of  worship  at  the  United  Church  in  Kirkland 
Lake. 

In  our  official  visits  to  the  four  Chapters  listed  above,  my  secretary 
and  I  found  them  for  the  most  part  in  excellent  condition  and  the  work 
being  put  on  in  the  correct  manner.  We  could  find  no  cause  for  concern 
in  the  present  operation  of  these  Chapters  and  I  would  say  that  the 
future  looks  good  for  all  four. 

No.  203,  Cobalt  Chapter.  I  knew  when  I  took  office  that  this  Chap- 
ter was  not  functioning  at  all  well  and  when  a  meeting  was  called  for 
June  19th,  1956,  it  could  not  be  opened  for  lack  of  a  quorum.  I  talked 
with  First  Principal  G.  G.  Pacey  and  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Todd  several  times 
and  each  told  me  they  did  not  believe  the  Chapter  could  carry  on. 

To  discuss  the  matter  fully  I  asked  them  to  call  a  meeting  for  this 
purpose  which  they  did  on  Nov.  30,  1956.  The  First  and  Second  Principals 
as  well  as  four  Past  First  Principals  (including  two  Past  Supts.)  as  well 
as  three  others  attended.  It  was  the  unanimous  decision  of  those  present 
that  the  Chapter  could  not  carry  on. 

They  said  they  would  ask  for  dispensation  to  hold  no  meetings  until 
Spring  at  which  time  they  hope  to  affiliate  or  amalgamate  with  Temis- 
kaming  Chapter  which  is  ten  miles  away  in  New  Liskeard.  From  the 
investigation  which  I  have  made  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  this  plan  as 
the  only  solution  to  their  difficulties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS  PRESENTED 

St.  Clair  District  No.  1 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Bradley  Porter 

London  District  No.  2 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fredrick  George  Sheppard 

Wilson  District  No.  3 R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Leonard  Young 

Wellington  District  No.  4  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Leonard  Richard  Hertel 

Hamilton  District  No.  5 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Albert  Samuel  Martin 

Huron  District  No.  6  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fraser  Earl  Jeffrey  Hay,  M.D. 

Niagara  District  No.  7 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Axel  Larson 

Toronto  East  District  No.  8 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Cecil  Ward  Martin 

Toronto  West  District  No.  8A  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Eldridge  K.  Hogaboom 

Georgian  District  No.  9 R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  McFadyen 

Ontario  District  No.  10 R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  George  Freeman 

Prince  Edward  District  No.  11  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  Vernon  Roy 

St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Harold  Hall 

Ottawa  District  No.  13  R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Howard  Edwards 

Algoma  District  No.  14  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  Barclay 

New  Ontario  District  No.  15  R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Finlay  Boucher 

Temiskaming  District  No.  16         R.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin  Francis  McDowell 
Yukon  Territory  District  No.  17     R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  A.  Claude  Gunton 
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EXCERPTS  FROM  THE  REPRESENTATIVE  OF  THE  MOST  WOR- 
SHIPFUL THE  GRAND  MASTER  AND  HIS  REMARKS 

By  Most  Worshipful  Bro.  and  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Hearn,  I.P.G.M. 
Most  Excellent  Sir,  Distinguished  Guests  and  Companions: 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  Companion  E.  G.  Dixon  and  I  join 
with  you  today  at  your  Annual  Communication. 

I  bring:  you  first,  the  regrets  of  our  Grand  Master,  Most  Wor.  Bro. 
W.  L.  Wright,  who  cannot  be  here  owing  to  previous  committments  and 
secondly,  a  message  from  him  of  Goodwill  and  Best  Wishes  for  a  Suc- 
cessful Communication. 

Within  the  next  twelve  months  this  Grand  Chapter  will  celebrate  its 
One  Hundredth  Anniversary;  that  should  be  an  occasion  to  be  remem- 
bered for  all  time  by  all  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

This  celebration  requires  a  great  deal  of  planning  and  much  thought 
has  already  been  given  by  your  executive,  but  it  not  only  requires 
thought  and  direction  by  those  in  authority,  but  it  should  have  —  in  fact 
it  must  have  —  the  loyal  support  of  every  Royal  Arch  Mason. 

This  coming  Centennial  ought  to  be  on  the  lips  of  all  of  us;  it  should 
find  a  place  on  every  Agenda  of  every  Chapter  Meeting,  from  now  and 
until  the  event  takes  place. 

It  will  be  expected  of  course,  that  our  Grand  Superintendents  will 
be  the  medium  of  expression  between  Grand  Chapter  and  the  Consti- 
tuent Chapters.  It  could  well  be  one  of  the  main  topics  of  their  addresses 
to  the  Companions.  It  is  expected,  of  course,  that  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee will  keep  the  Grand  Superintendent  familiar  with  the  progress  of 
events. 

None  of  us  can  predict  the  stimulating  influence  this  coming  celebra- 
tion will  have  on  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  I  speak  from  experience  when 
I  say  that  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  never  received  a  greater  impetus  than  it 
did  from  our  Centennial  Celebration  in  Nineteen-Fifty-Five.  A  stimulas 
to  Membership,  New  Lodge  Premises,  New  Lodges  being  Formed  and  a 
Record  Renovation  of  Lodge  Premises.  Our  Grand  Secretary,  Rt.  Wor. 
Bro.  and  Companion  E.  G.  Dixon,  tells  me  this  is  continuing  unabated. 
Our  Chapters  should  be  sharing  in  this  prosperity. 

So  you  see,  Companions,  you  and  I  have  more  than  a  passing  interest 
in  the  coming  Celebration  of  our  Centennial;  it  means  new  life,  new  in- 
terest in  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Let  us  give  it  all  the  publicity  we  can — 
tell  other  members  about  it  and  one  last  thing,  make  sure  you  are  there 
to  participate. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  our  Grand  Lodge  stands  ready  to  assist 
in  advising  wherever  they  can;  our  Grand  Secretary,  Rt.  Wor.  Bro.  and 
Companion  Dixon  has,  by  experience,  a  host  of  information  which  is 
yours  for  the  asking. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House  thanked  M.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Ex.  Comp. 
J.  A.  Hearn  for  his  timely  and  helpful  suggestions  and  stated  that  in 
due  time  our  Grand  Chapter  Centennial  Committee  would  be  calling  upon 
him  and  Comp.  E.  G.  Dixon  for  their  assistance. 

GREETINGS  AND  MESSAGE  OF  GOOD  CHEER 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  Grand  Z.,  drew  to  the  attention  of  all 
present  that  at  the  Executive  Meeting  held  yesterday,  April  23rd,  he  re- 
ported the  absence  through  illness  of  two  of  our  stalwarts  in  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham,  Grand  H.,  and  V.  Ex. 
Comp.  Sidney  Newdick,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers,  and  advised  that  a  tele- 
gram and  flowers  had  been  sent  to  each  of  these  Companions  from  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Grand  Z.  then  stated  that  he  felt  that  similar  action  should  be 
taken  from  the  99th  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter.     This  was  regularly 
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proposed,  seconded  and  carried.  The  Grand  Scribe  E.  was  directed  to 
attend  to  this  matter.  The  wires  sent  and  received  are  recorded  as 
follows : 

To  Melville  S.  Gooderham:  The  Grand  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  extends  to  you,  Mel, 
its  best  wishes  and  a  sincere  hope  that  your  health  will  improve  and  in 
the  near  future  we  will  have  the  pleasure  of  your  company  once  again. 

To  Sidney  Newdick:  The  Grand  Executive  Committee  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  extends  to  you,  Sid,  its  best 
wishes  and  a  sincere  hope  that  you  will  be  restored  to  good  health,  and 
we  do  hope  you  will  be  with  us  at  the  Royal  York  Hotel  next  year  during 
our  Centennial  Year,  1958. 

To  M.  S.  Gooderham  and  S.  G.  Newdick,  April  24,  1957:  Grand 
Chapter  today  at  its  99th  Annual  Convocation  made  a  motion,  that  due 
to  your  absence  through  illness  we  send  to  you  flowers  and  best  wishes 
from  the  Convocation  and  a  sincere  hope  that  your  health  will  improve 
and  enable  you  to  take  your  place  in  Grand  Chapter  in  the  near  future. 

FRED  J.  JOHNSON, 

Grand  Scribe  E. 
From  M.  S.  Gooderham 
To  J.  L.  House: 

Many,  many  thanks  for  beautiful  flowers,  my  thoughts  are  with  you. 
I  send  sincere  fraternal  wishes  to  all  Companions. 
From  S.  G.  Newdick 
To  Grand  Scribe  E.: 

It  is  with  most  grateful  thanks  that  I  acknowledge  the  wonderful 
flowers  and  telegrams  sent  to  me  from  the  Executive  Committee;  also 
from  Grand  Chapter,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  altho'  I  am  unable  to  be 
present  in  person  my  heart  is  at  the  meetings.  Trusting  that  I  will  be 
able  to  be  with  you  next  year  again.    Thanking  one  and  all. 


56  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

GRAND  TREASURER'S  STATEMENT  OF  ACCOUNTS 

April  11,  1957. 
To  the  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada: 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Z.  and  Companions: 

I  submit  herewith  statement  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
for  the  period  March  1,  1956— February  28,  1957: 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT 

RECEIPTS 

Balance—February  29,  1956 $8,429.60 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Rebate  of  Executive  Committee  expenses $142.30 

Receipts  from  Chapters 21,204.85 

Grand   Convocation   receipts 488.65 

Transfer  from  Life  Membership  Fund  3,857.99 
Transfer    from     Chapters'     Life     Membership 

Fund    40.00 

Interest  on  investments   2,363.75 

Sale  of  adding  machine 35.00 

Miscellaneous   sales   9.75 

Rebate  on  liability  insurance 91.40 

Bank   interest    3.16 

$28,236.85 

DISBURSEMENTS  $36,666.45 

Grand  Scribe  "E"  Office:  ■      ■ 

Compensation    $4,200.00 

Assistant     2,355.55 

Rent    1,380.00 

Office   furniture    525.50 

Miscellaneous     1,027.18 

Printing: 

Proceedings    1,665.75 

General   818.47 

Travelling: 

Grand  "Z"   1,500.00 

General    182.55 

Expenses: 

Grand    Convocation    3,459.25 

Grand    Executive    1,700.00 

Grand  Historian   and   Reviewer 300.00 

Audit  fee  400.00 

Jewels,  medals  and  engraving 146.51 

Supplies    for    re-sale 2,778.60 

Education  and  instruction   113.50 

Masonic    Library    125.00 

Transfer  to  Centennial  Year  Fund 2,000.00 

Transfer  to  Chapters'  Life  Membership  Fund 9.78 

Grand  "Z"— Regalia    108.00 

Canadian  Masonic  Research  Association 50.00 

Liability    insurance    573.37 

Purchase  of  Investments:  $25,419.01 

Hydro-Electric    Power    Commission 

of  Ontario— 4%,  July   15,   1974     $4,000.00 

Less  discount  30.00 

3,970.00 

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1957  7,277.44 

$36,666.45 
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VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  29,  1956  $  195.87 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Interest  on  investments $1,989.75 

Donations 71.20 

Bank   interest    14.70       2,075.65 

$2,271.52 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Benevolent  Grants   $1,600.00 

Bank   charges    .80 

$1,600.80 

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1597  670.72 


$2,271.52 


GRAND  CHAPTER  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  29,  1956  $6,089.77 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Commutations    $793.80 

Interest    on    investments 875.00 

Interest  on  General  Fund  Investments 102.50 

Bank   interest   34.36       1,805.66 

$7,895.43 


DISBURSEMENTS 

Transferred  to  General  Fund $3,857.99 

Investments  purchased: 

Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  of  Ontario 

4%— July  15,  1974  $2,000.00 

Less   discount    15.00 

1,985.00 

$5,842.99 
BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1957     2,052.44 


$7,895.43 
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CHAPTERS*  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  29,  1956   $435.34 

Received  from  Grand  Scribe  "E": 

Transferred  from  General  Fund $  9.78 

Deposit— Chapter    No.    231 81.63 

Bank   interest   5.31 

96.72 

$532.06 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Transferred  to  General  Fund  $  40.00 

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1957 492.06 

$532.06 

CENTENNIAL  YEAR  FUND 

RECEIPTS 

Balance— February  29,  1956  $1,141.96 

Transferred  from  General  Fund $2,000.00 

Interest  on  investments 89.13 

Interest , on  General  Fund  Investments 26.25 

Bank    interest   6.59 


$2,121.97 


$3,263.93 


DISBURSEMENTS 
Investments  Purchased: 

Canada  Permanent  Mortgage  Corp.  S%%,  May 
1,   1958    

BALANCE— as  at  February  28,  1957 


Examined  and  Verified 


$1,000.00 
2,263.93 

$3,263.93 


Respectfully  submitted, 


J.  D.  LEWARS,  C.A., 

Auditor. 


FRED  W.  DEAN,  P.G.Z., 

Grand  Treasurer. 


Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M. 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  W  Dean,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  be  received  and 
adopted. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1957  59 

REPORT  OF  THE  GRAND  SCRIBE  E* 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

I  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  of  Cash  Receipts  and 
Ledger  Balances  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  February  28th,  1957. 

ANNUAL  STATEMENT 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
March  1st,  1956,  to  February  28th,  1957 

Balance  Balance 
No.  Name   of  Chapter  Amount      Debit      Credit 

1.  Ancient  Frontenac  and  Cataraqui  $287.98 

2.  The   Hiram      156.14        $  .43 

3.  St.  John's,  London  171.66  1.28 

4.  The  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John 139.42 

5.  St.  George's   230.10 

6.  St.  John's,  Hamilton   121.78  5.52 

7.  The  Moira 251.63 

8.  King   Solomon's   224.53 

15.  Wawanosh  167.83  1.00 

16.  Carleton   536.83  $6.65 

18.  Oxford    193.88  1.59 

19.  Mount   Moriah   234.58  .50 

20.  Mount  Horeb   118.21  2.53 

22.  Grenville    73.28 

23.  Ezra 130.28 

24.  Tecumseh     231.54  7.05 

26.  St.  Mark's  112.96  2.50 

27.  Manitou    122.72  2.85 

28.  Pentalpha    186.97 

29.  McCallum     99.47  2.54 

30.  Huron     110.56  .28 

31.  Prince  Edward  185.71  .52 

32.  Waterloo    118.88  5.15 

34.  Signet    88.33  3.40 

35.  Keystone,  Whitby  96.18  .42 

36.  Corinthian     299.25  .05 

37.  Victoria    106.41  2.97 

40.  Guelph    234.55  1.29 

41.  Harris  121.95  4.30 

44.  Mount  Sinai,  Napanee  118.76  1.69 

45.  Excelsior    41.53  3.68 

46.  St.  James  91.73 

47.  Wellington     150.28        70.72 

48.  St.  John's,  Cobourg  80.99  11.25 

53.  Bruce    73.56  .43 

54.  Palestine,  St.  Thomas   246.76  4.05 

55.  Niagara    61.76  10.92 

56.  Georgian    59.03  .85 

57.  King  Hiram  89.73 

58.  Pembroke    (inactive)    

59.  Sussex-St.   Lawrence    276.65  3.00 

61.  Granite     101.48 

62.  York    147.53  2.50 
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No.  Name  of  Chapter  Amount 

63.  Havelock    90.38 

64.  Willson  147.58 

65.  St.  Paul's,  Toronto  85.27 

66.  The  Malloch   89.66 

67.  Enterprise   80.38 

68.  Maitland    93.15 

69.  Grimsby   78.75 

71.  Prince  of  Wales,  Essex  158.38 

72.  Keystone,  Stirling  62.00  .50 

73.  Erie    104.08 

74.  Beaver    84.66 

75.  St.  Clair,  Milton  81.71 

76.  Mount  Nebo   56.13  .43 

77.  Occident  359.93  1.00 

78.  Minnewawa   111.90  1.70 

79.  Orient  93.23  2.00 

80.  Ark   230.15 

81.  Aylmer     115.90  4.05 

82.  Shuniah    218.35  1.27 

83.  Ionic,  Orangeville   89.43 

84.  Lebanon   112.30  2.13 

88.  McNabb    98.43  .92 

90.  Golden    178.98        97.83 

91.  Toronto-Antiquity    147.88  2.10 

94.  Midland    106.26  4.25 

95.  Tuscan    331.74 

102.  Algonquin    207.11  .77 

103.  St.  John's,  North  Bay  118.70  .85 

104.  White  Oak  106.02  1.28 

110.  Warkworth     61.30  .43 

112.  St.  John's,  Morrisburg  104.86  .65 

113.  Covenant  256.75        12.00 

114.  Bonnechere    97.36  2.78 

115.  Brant    130.10  1.00 

116.  Maple    105.78  9.58 

117.  Kitchener     186.83  16.87 

119.  King  Cyrus   165.07 

129.  Elliot    76.80        36.23 

130.  Chantry    70.73 

131.  Amabel    93.29  1.00 

132.  Leeds    109.05  .42 

133.  St.  Francis   190.83  .85 

134.  King  Darius   53.78 

135.  Succoth    72.05  .43 

138.  Shekinah    270.08 

140.  Fort  William   131.33 

143.  Glengarry    64.93  1.00 

144.  Presqu'ile  51.06  .85 

145.  The  St.  Patrick  346.20  1.00 

146.  Bernard    106.98  2.35 

147.  Lucknow     85.47  1.70 

148.  St.  John's,  Vankleek  Hill  82.03  .41 

149.  Atwood  48.87 

150.  London    125.58 

151.  Laurentian     175.50  1.05 

152.  Alberton  153.71  .85 

153.  Sombra  118.18  6.25 

154.  Klondike    (inactive)    74.85 
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Balance  Balance 

No.  Name  of  Chapter                                    Amount      Debit      Credit 

155.     Ancaster     98.86  .78 

161.     Madoc  136.38 

163.  The  Beaches  100,50 

164.  Lome    86.39  .84 

167.  Kichikewana   124.18  .05 

168.  Ionic,  Campbellford  108.23 

169.  Temiskaming    89.00 

175.     The  Hamilton  127.95  .85 

184.     Hugh  Murray  103.06 

195.     Peel  136.46 

198.     Couchiching    164.63        17.13 

203.     Cobalt  44.66 

205.     Victoria    99.92  1.50 

210.     Kitchener     87.38  2.98 

212.  Mount  Sinai,  Toronto 350.63  5.97 

213.  Northern  Lights  116.50  5.97 

214.  Vimy  82.90  .85 

215.  Mimico   74.26 

217.  St.   Alban's    129.52 

218.  Prince  Edward  63.78  4.14 

219.  Ulster   84.68 

220.  Lebanon   120.31  .43 

221.  Durham    43.08 

222.  Ottawa   285.76 

223.  Abitibi    76.72  1.27 

224.  Keystone,  Hamilton   101.97  10.90 

225.  Beaver    124.10        47.53 

226.  Prince  of  Wales,  Perth  133.15  .48 

227.  Quinte  Friendship  183.23  1.40 

230.  Port  Credit  93.75  6.34 

231.  The  St.  Clair,  Toronto  219.15  15.78 

232.  King  Cyrus 96.53 

233.  Oakwood    98.95  2.50 

234.  Halton    104.23        58.75 

235.  Aurora    121.86  2.13 

236.  Caledonia  105.85  2.50 

238.  The  St.  Andrew  188.53  .10 

239.  Blenheim  91.85  .85 

240.  Smithville    54.80  .85 

241.  University   93.08  1.13 

242.  St.  Paul's,  Lambeth  82.52  7.50 

243.  McKay    61.20  1.25 

245.  Preston  63.53 

246.  Humber    150.85 

247.  Nilestown  110.85  4.21 

248.  Dochert    37.40  .43 

249.  Palestine,  Bowmanville  88.77  1.00 

250.  Thomas  Peters  289.26 

251.  Kirkland  135.65        68.18 

252.  Hiawatha     157.86  2.13 

253.  Regal    77.12  4.35 

254.  Golden    Star  93.03  6.00 

255.  Tillsonburg     119.41  3.35 

256.  Yukon  81.70  1.50 

257.  Espanola    103.19  1.72 

U.D.     Tyrian   74.55 

Grand  Chapter  of  Alberta  144.50 

Grand  Chapter  of  British  Columbia 350.00 
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Balance  Balance 
No.  Name  of  Chapter  Amount      Debit      Credit 

Grand  Chapter  of  Manitoba 70.25 

Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick 8.25 

Grand  Chapter  of  Nova  Scotia 

Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec 100.00 

Grand  Chapter  of  Saskatchewan 

Miscellaneous  9.75 

Convocation  receipts   488.65 

Sale  of  old  furniture  (adding  machine) 35.00 

Rebate  on  insurance 91.40 

Bond  interest  received 2,363.75 

Bank  interest 3.16 

Adjusting  bond  interest  from  L.M.  Fund  102.50 

Adjusting  bond  interest  from  Centennial  Fund        26.25 

Rebate  on  mileage  and  per  diem 142.30 

Received  from  Life  Membership  Fund 3,857.99 

$28,333.75    $631.57    $132.47 


CASH  RECEIPTS 
For  Year  Ending  February  28,  1957 

Credits  to  Chapter  Accounts: 

Receipts  from  Chapters $21,204.85 

Transfer    from     Chapters'     Life     Membership 

Fund    40.00 

$21,244.85 

Rebate  on  liability  insurance  91.40 

Interest  received  from  investments 2,363,75 

Interest  received  from  bank 3.16 

Received  from  Convocation  (credited  to  Convocation  expense)  488.65 

Received  from  Executive  Committee  (mileage  and  per  diem)  142.30 

Sale  of  old  furniture  (adding  machine)  35.00 

Miscellaneous  sales  9.75 

Transfer  from  Life  Membership  Fund  3,857.99 


$28,236.85 


Examined  and  Verified, 

JOHN  D.  LEWARS,  C.A. 

To  the  Scribes  E.  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  please  accept  once 
again  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  your  very  kind  co- 
operation during  the  past  year. 

In  my  last  report  I  quoted  figures  concerning  the  improve- 
ment over  the  preceding  year.  For  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  1956- 
1957,  you  gave  me  almost  one  hundred  percent  annual  returns 
within  the  prescribed  time,  January  31st,  1957.  Only  three  Chap- 
ters failed  to  come  in  before  the  28th  of  February,  the  end  of 
Grand  Chapter  year.     It  would  indeed  gladden  your  Grand  Scribe 
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Ezra  if  next  year,  1957-1958,  our  Centennial  Year,  you  gave  me 
a  perfect  score. 

I  am  very  happy  to  state  that  of  the  accounts  outstanding 
only  a  very  small  amount  remains  unpaid  at  March  31st,  1957. 

Once  again  that  big  question  mark  (?).  The  last  day  for 
filing  the  annual  return  is  January  31st  of  each  year,  not  February 
28th. 

During  the  year  two  (2)  of  our  Chapters,  Harris  No.  41  of 
Ingersoll  and  Sombra,  No.  153,  Wallaceburg,  had  the  misfortune 
to  suffer  losses  through  fire  to  their  Chapter  Equipment,  etc.  These 
losses  were  reported  to  our  Liability  Insurance  Agents  and  a  settle- 
ment of  the  fire  losses  have  been  made.  Harris  Chapter  received 
the  maximum  claim  of  $500.00.  Sombra  Chapter,  whose  fire 
loss  was  not  so  large,  received  $79.18,  this  being  a  portion  of  the 
total  claim  paid.  This  Chapter  also  carried  Fire  Insurance  of  its 
own. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Grand  Scribe  E. 


Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  J.  Johnson,  that — 

Resolved— That  the  report  of  the  Grand  S.  E.  be  received  and  adopted. 


STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  FOR  FIVE  YEARS 
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AUDITOR'S  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Most    Excellent   Companion,    John    Loft  us   House,    Grand   First 

Principal,  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada, 

Temple  Building,  Toronto,  Ont. 

March  21,  1957. 

Most  Excellent  Sir: 

I  have  made  my  regular  examination  of  the  books  of  account 
and  supporting  records  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  of  Grand  Chapter 
of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
February  28,  1957.  From  this  examination,  I  have  prepared  the 
statements  listed  below,  which  I  now  present  together  with  my 
comments  thereon: 

Exhibit  "A" — Balance  Sheet  as  at  February  28,  1957. 
Exhibit  "B" — Comparative   Revenue    and   Expenditure    Ac- 
count for  the  year  ended  February  28,  1957. 
Schedule  "1" — The  Victory  Thanksgiving  Benevolent  Fund 

as  at  February  28,  1957. 
Schedule  "2" — The  Life  Membership  Fund — Grand  Chapter 

as  at  February  28,  1957. 
Schedule  "V — The    Centennial    Fund    as    at    February    28, 

1957. 
Schedule  "4" — The  Chapters'  Life  Membership  Fund  as  at 
February  28,  1957. 

COMMENTS 

The  Petty  Cash  Fund,  shown  in  Exhibit  "A",  was  counted 
from  the  time  to  time  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  February  28, 
1957,  and  again  on  March  20,  1957  and  on  each  occasion  was 
found  to  be  in  order.  The  bank  balances  of  the  several  funds,  as 
set  out  in  Exhibit  "A"  and  Schedules  "1,",  "2",  "3"  and 
"4"  were  verified  by  the  certificate  of  your  bankers  as  at  February 
28,  1957,  and  all  the  bank  transactions  in  these  several  accounts  for 
the  fiscal  year  then  ended  were  examined. 

The  Accounts  Receivable  from  the  various  Chapters  were  re- 
viewed in  detail  and  appear  to  be  proper  charges.  In  my  opinion, 
the  Reserve  for  Uncollectible  Accounts,  in  the  amount  presently 
provided,  should  prove  adequate  to  cover  probable  losses. 

I  note  that  the  amount  due  to  the  General  Fund  of  Grand 
Chapter  from  the  Life  Membership  Fund  of  Grand  Chapter  stands 
at  $2,882.00  as  at  February  28,  1957.  I  would  recommend  that 
the  Grand  Scribe  E  be  authorized  to  transfer  the  H.E.P.C.  -4%- 
due  in  1979,  securities  of  the  Life  Membership  Fund  in  an  amount 
of  $2,000.00,  less  unamortized  discount,  to  the  General  Fund 
together  with  sufficient  cash  to  liquidate  the  debt. 


ANNUAL  CONVOCATION,  TORONTO,  1957  65 

The  amount  due  from  the  Centennial  Fund  represents  General 
Fund  interest  on  investments  which  was  deposited  in  this  Fund  in 
error. 

The  computation  of  the  accrued  interest  in  the  several  funds 
was  checked  and  found  to  be  in  order. 

The  investments  of  the  several  Funds  are  set  out  in  detail  in 
Exhibit  "A"  and  Schedules  "1",  "2"  and  "3".  They  were  counted 
on  March  20,  1957  in  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and  the 
Grand  First  Principal  and  were  found  to  be  in  order.  They  con- 
tinue to  be  held  in  the  place  of  custody  authorized  by  the  Grand 
Chapter. 

So  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain,  from  due  inquiry  of  the 
Officials  concerned,  and  from  the  information  presently  available, 
all  known  liabilities  of  the  various  Funds  were  taken  up  in  the 
books  of  account  as  at  February  28,  1957  and  are  reflected  in  the 
attached  statements. 

Details  of  the  operations  of  the  General  Fund  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  February  28,  1957,  as  shown  by  the  books  of  account 
of  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  are  set  out  in  Exhibit  "B"  and  compared 
with  the  Budget  for  the  fiscal  year  under  review,  as  approved  by 
Grand  Chapter.  The  year's  operations  resulted  in  a  Net  Revenue 
of  $733.80  which  has  been  credited  to  the  accumulated  General 
Reserve  Account  in  Exhibit  "A". 

As  in  preceding  years,  interim  examinations  were  made  of  the 
books  of  account  of  the  Grand  Scribe  E  and  tentative  interim  re- 
ports were  submitted  under  date  of  August  31,  1956  and  Novem- 
ber 30,  1956.  The  books  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  have  been 
examined  to  November  30,  1956,  however,  they  were  not  avail- 
able for  examination  to  February  28,  1957,  at  this  time.  I  shall 
complete  the  examination  of  these  records  later.  All  the  annual 
returns  from  the  constituent  Chapters  have  been  reviewed.  I  have 
obtained  all  of  the  information  and  explanations  which  I  have 
required.  Examination  included  a  general  review  of  the  account- 
ing procedures  and  such  tests  of  the  accounting  records  and  other 
supporting  evidence  as  I  deemed  necessary  under  the  circumstances. 

In  my  opinion,  the  attached  Balance  Sheet  and  related  state- 
ments are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct 
view  of  the  state  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  as  at  February  28,  1957,  and  the 
result  of  operations  for  the  year  then  ended,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  information  and  the  explanations  afforded  to  me.  and  as 
shown  by  the  books  of  the  Grand  Chapter. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

J.  D.  LEWARS,  C.A., 

Auditor. 
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BALANCE  SHEET  AS  AT  FEBRUARY  28,  1957 

Exhibit  "A" 
ASSETS 
Current  Assets: 

Petty  Cash  Fund  $     30.32 

Cash  in  bank  7,277.44     $7,307.76 

Accounts  Receivable — Chapters   499.10 

Less:    reserve    for    uncollected    ac- 
counts   100.00  399.10 

Due  from  Life  Membership  Fund — 

Grand  Chapter   2,882.00 

Due  from  Centennial  Fund 26.25 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments 806.30  $11,421.41 

Investments: 

Dominion  of  Canada — 3%— 1960  $25,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3%— 1966  2,500.00 

Province  of  Ontario — 2%%— 1968  6,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 3%— 1977  4,000.00 

H.E.P.C.  of  Ontario— 3y2%— 1979  28,000.00 

H.E.P.C.  of  Ontario-^1%— 1974  4,000.00 
Canada  Permanent  Mtge.  Corp.  — 

3y2%— 1961    10,000.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corp.  — 

3%%— 1960       1,500.00 

$81,000.00 
Less:  Unamortized  Discount  708.95     80,291,05 

Furniture  and  Fixtures   1,434.58 

Less:  Reserve  for  Depreciation  1,419.96  14.62 

Grand  Chapter— Library  250.00 

Grand  Council— Regalia  75.00 

Deferred  Charges — Liability  Insurance  1,103.46 

Special  Funds: 

The  Victory  Thanksgiving  Benevo- 
lent Fund  (Schedule  "1")  61,644.58 
The  Life  Membership  Fund — Grand 

Chapter  (Schedule  "2")  26,354.80 

The  Centennial  Fund  (Schedule  "3")  5,774.97 

The     Chapters'     Life     Membership 

Fund  (Schedule  "4")   492.06     94,266.41 

$187,421.95 

LIABILITIES 
Current  Liabilities: 

Unexpended  Reserve  for  Education  $1,319.45 
Unexpended  Reserve  for  Library  Ex- 
penditures     100.00 

Reserves  for  Special  Funds  94,266.41 

General  Reserve: 

Balance— March  1,  1956  $91,002.29 

Add— Net  Revenue  (Exhibit  "B")  ..  733.80    91,736.09 


$187,421.95 
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Exhibit  "B" 
COMPARATIVE  REVENUE  AND  EXPENDTURE  ACCOUNT 

REVENUE  Balance 

Estimated  Over* 

Revenue              Actual  Revenue  or  Under 

Fees   $2,900.00                         $2,822.50  $77.50 

Dues  (per  capita)                           16,400.00                        16,251.24  148.76 

Life  Membership  Dues  2,800.00                          2,779.50  20.50 

Dispensation   and   Warrants            150.00                             149.00  1.00 
Interest  Earned: 

Investments    $2,650.27 

Bank   Deposits  3.16 

$2,800.00                          2,653.43  146.57 

Sale  of  old  adding  machine                                                       35.00  35.00 

Total    Revenue    25,050.00                        24,690.67  359.33 

Total  Expenditure   24,990.00                        23,956.87  1,033.13 

Estimated    Net    Revenue  60.00 

Actual  Net  Revenue  733.80  673.80 


EXPENDITURES 
Estimated 

Grand  Scribe  E :                       Expenditure  Actual  Expenditure 

Compensation    $4,200.00  $4,200.00 

Office  Assistant  2,400.00  2,355.55 

Rent  1,380.00  1,380.00 

Miscellaneous     700.00  588.65 

8,680.00                        $8,524.20 
Foreign  Correspondence — Re- 
viewer      300.00                             300.00 

Audit  Fee  400.00                             400.00 

Printing: 

Proceedings    1,750.00       1,665.75 

General    800.00         788.77 

2,550.00  2,454.52 

Travelling: 

Grand  Z  1,500.00       1,500.00 

General 700.00  252.78 

2,200.00  1,752.78 

Expenses: 

Education   125.00  125.00 

Convocation  3,200.00  3,084.80 

Executive   Committee  1,700.00  1,669.70 

5,025.00  4,879.50 

Jewels  and  Engraving  1,000.00                               136.23 

Grant  to  Masonic  Library  225.00                             225.00 

Centennial    Fund    2,000.00                          2,000.00 

Grant  to  Can.  Mas.  Res.  Ass.  50.00                                50.00 

Chapters'   Life   Mem.   Fund  10.00 

Grand  Z— Regalia  300.00 

Purchase  of  Office  Equipment  450.00 

Liability  Insurance  1,800.00 

Supplies  for  Resale  (net) 

Total  Expenditure  24,990.00 


Balance 

Over* 

or  Under 

$  44.45 

111.35 


84.25 
11.23 


447.22 


115.20 
30.30 


863.77 


9.78 

108.00 

525.50 

1,812.51 

778.85 

22 
192.00 

*  75.50 

*  12.51 

♦778.85 

23,956.87 

1,033.13 
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Schedule  "1" 
THE  VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

Balance— March  1,  1956  $61,025.34 

Add: 

Bond  Interest  $1,989.75 

Bank  Interest     14.70 

Amortization  of  Bond  Discount 174.11 

2,178.56 

Less:  Amortization  of  Bond  Premium 29.72       2,148.84 

Donations   71.20 

63,245.38 

Deduct:   Benevolence — Grants    1,600 

Bank  Charges  .80       1,600.80 

Balance— February  28,  1957  61,644.58 


ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  670.72 

Accrued  Interest  703.93       1,374.65 

Investments: 

Dominion  of  Canada— 3%     1966  16,700.00 

Province   of   Ontario — 3% — 1965 9,000.00 

Province   of   Ontario— 3 %— 1966  3,000.00 

Province   of   Ontario— 2%%— 1968  1,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario— 3%— 1969    9,000.00 

Province   of   Ontario— 3%— 1977    8,000.00 

H.E.P.C.   of   Ontario— 4  V4%— 1967  6,500.00 

H.E.P.C.   of   Ontario— 3 %%— 1979 2,000.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts— 3 V2%— 1960  7,000.00 

$62,200.00 

Deduct:  Unamortized  Discount  $2,207.81 

Less:  Unamortized  Premium  277.74  1,930.07     60,269.93 

$61,644.58 
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Schedule   "2" 
THE  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND— GRAND  CHAPTER 

Balance— March  1,  1956  $27,402.03 

Add: 

Interest  on  Investments  $937.91 

Bank  Interest   34.36 

Commutations  Issued  760.00       1,732.27 

29,134.30 
Deduct— 1956  Life  Membership  Dues 2,779.50 

Balance— February  28,  1957 26,354.80 


ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 

Assets: 

Cash  in  Bank  2,052.44 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments 305.20 

Investments: 

Metropolitan    Toronto— 3  V2%— 1975  $25,000.00 

H.E.P.C.    of   Ontario— 4%— 1979  2,000.00 

$27,000.00 
Less:  Unamortized  Discount  120.84     26,879.16     29,236.80 

Liabilities: 

Due  to  General  Fund  2,882.00 

26,354.80 
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Schedule  "3" 
CENTENNIAL  FUND 

Balance— March  1, 1956 $3,655.08 

Add: 

Bond  Interest  $113.30 

Bank  Interest  6.50 

Transfer  from  General  Fund 2,000.00       2,119.89 


Balance— February  28,  1957  5,774.97 

ASSETS  AND  LIABILITIES 

Assets: 

Cash  in  Bank 2,263.93 

Accrued  Interest  on  Investments 37.29 

Investments 

Toronto    General    Trusts    Corp. — ■ 

3V2  %— 1959    $1,500.00 

Canada     Permanent     Mortgage    — 

3%%— 1958   1,000.00 

Canada     Permanent     Mortgage   — 

3%%— 1958   1,000.00       3,500.00       5,801.22 


Liabilities: 

Due  to  General  Fund  26.25 


5,774.97 


Schedule  "4" 
THE  CHAPTERS'  LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 

Balance— March  1,  1956 $435.34 

Add: 

Bank  Interest   $5.31 

Interest  Transferred  from  General  Fund 9.78 

Deposit— Chapter  No.  231   81.63  96.72 


532.06 


Deduct:  1956  Chapter  Dues  Transferred  to  General 

Fund  and  Credited  to  the  Chapters'  Account 40.00 

Balance— February  28,  1957  492.06 

ASSETS 

Cash  in  Bank  492.06 


Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  M.  A  Searle,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  Auditor's  Report  be  received  and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINTING  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Members  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

Your  Committee  on  Printing  has  received  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  ending  February  28th,  1957,  and  submits  the  follow- 
ing analysis  in  support  thereof: 

Printing  Proceeding's  and  Postage $1,665.75 

General   Printing-   788.77 

$2,454.52 

It  is  respectfully  requested  that  the  following  monies  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Printing  Committee  for  the  fiscal  year  of 
1957-58: 

Printing  Proceedings  and  Postage   $1,650.00 

General   Printing   1,200.00 

♦Printing  for  resale 1,000.00 

$3,850.00 

*The  cost  of  this  item  will  be  liquidated  before  the  next  request  for  a 
similar  expenditure. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  estimate  for  General  Printing  has 
been  increased  by  $400.00  over  prior  year.  This  is  to  take  care 
of  special  stationery,  etc.,  for  the  Centennial  Year. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  EX.  COMPS.  JAMES  C.  LEITH,  Chairman: 
ELDRIDGE  K.  HOGABOOM:  GERALD  BELL. 


Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  James  C.  Leith,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  Printing  Committee  be  received  and 
adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INVESTMENTS 

To  the  Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z. .  Officers  and  Members  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Your  Committee  on  Investments  reports  the  following: 
Schedule  of  Investments  as  of  February  28,  1957 
GENERAL   ACCOUNT 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporations,  3M>%.  Registered  Janu- 
ary 27,  1960  $1,500.00 

Canada    Permanent    Mortgage     Corporation,    3^%,    bearer, 

January  15,  1961  10,000.00 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  3^%,  registered  October 

15,  1979  28,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  2%%  July  15,  1968,  registered  4,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  3y, ,  October  15,  1977,  registered 4,000.00 

Dominion  of  Canada,  3%—  6th  V.L.,  June  1,  1960,  registered  20,000.00 
Dominion  of  Canada,  V'< — 9th  V.L.,  September  1,  1966,  regist- 
ered    2,500.00 

Dominion  of  Canada,  %'/< — 6th  V.L.,  Jan.  1,  1960,  registered  5,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  2  %  % ,  July  15,  1968,  registered  2,000.00 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  A</( ,  July  15,  1974  (interim 

certificate)    4,000.00 

$81,000.00 


VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  41/4'/<,  November  1,  1967, 

registered   $6,500.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  2%  %,  July  15,  1968,  registered 1,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  3<#,  October  15,  1977,  registered  8,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  37r,  November  1,  1969,  registered  9,000.00 
Dominion  of  Canada,  3%,  9th  V.L.,  September  1,  1966,  register- 
ed      16,500.00 

Dominion  of  Canada,  3%,  9th  V.L.,  September  1,  1966,  bearer  200.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  3%,  November  1,  1966,  registered 3,000.00 

Province  of  Ontario,  3%,  April  15,  1965,  registered  9,000.00 
Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  3%%,  October  18,   1979, 

registered   2,000.00 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation,  3%%,  January  27,  1960, 

registered   7,000.00 


$62,200.00 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIP  FUND 


City  of  Metropolitan  Toronto,,  3V2%,  May  2,  1975,  bearer  25,000.00 

Hydro  Electric  Power  Commission,  4%,  July  15,  1974,  interim 

certificate    2,000.00 

$27,000.00 
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CENTENNIAL    FUND 

Toronto  General  Trusts  Corporation,  3Ms%,  December  1,  1959, 

registered   $1,500.00 

Canada  Permanent  Mortgage  Corporation,  3V2%,  May  1,  1958, 

registered  2,000.00 

$3,500.00 


Your  Committee  on  Investments  has  had  a  meeting  with  the 
Grand  Scribe  E. 

The  assistance  and  advice  given  by  the  members  of  the  Fin- 
ance Committee,  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  the  Grand  Treasurer  and 
Most  Excellent  Companion  House,  is  sincerely  appreciated  and 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

RT.  EX.  COMP.  F.  CARL  ACKERT, 

Chairman. 
April  10th,  1957. 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R. 
Ex.  Comp.  F.  C.  Ackert,  that — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Investment  Committee  be  received. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  WARRANTS  AND 
DISPENSATIONS 

To  The  Most  Excellent  The  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and 
Companions  of  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
Your  Committee  on  Warrants  and  Dispensations  is  pleased  to  report 
that  although  no  new  chapters  have  been  constituted  during  the  past 
year,  Tyrian  Chapter  U.D.  Stouffville,  Ontario,  was  instituted  and  re- 
ceived its  Dispensation  at  the  hands  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  John 
L.  House  on  December  4,  1956. 

The  books  and  records  of  Tyrian  Chapter  have  been  submitted  to 
this  Committee  prior  to  the  99th  Annual  Convocation  on  April  23,  1957, 
and  have  been  found  in  good  order,  neatly  and  correctly  kept  and  we 
recommend  that  Tyrian  Chapter  be  granted  a  warrant  to  be  number  258 
on  the  register  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada, 
and  to  be  placed  in  East  Toronto  District  No.  8. 

It  is  of  further  interest  to  report  that  applications  for  the  formation 
of  two  new  Chapters  with  necessary  forms  have  been  sent  to  Atikokan 
and  Agincourt,  and  the  coming  year  should  witness  the  institution  of  at 
least  these  two  groups  in  our  Capitular  family. 

We  extend  our  most  cordial  fraternal  best  wishes  to  the  new  Chapter 
and  to  those  in  process  of  formation  and  express  the  earnest  hope  that 
the  prospects  forecast  in  previous  reports  of  this  Committee  will  be  en- 
couraged to  take  formative  action. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

William  H.  Edwards 
Cecil  W.  Martin 
Austin   F.   McDowell 
Dr.  E.  J.  Hay 
C.  M.  Pitts,  Chairman. 
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It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts,  and— 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Warrants  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
GRAND  Z's  ADDRESS 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Your  Committee  has  reviewed  another  address  of  our  Grand  First 
Principal,  Most  Excellent  Companion  John  L.  House,  and  join  with  him 
in  his  fraternal  greetings  to  our  distinguished  guests,  and  in  his  welcome 
to  Most  Worshipful  Brother  and  Excellent  Companion  Joseph  A.  Hearn 
representing  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario,  and  to  Right  Worshipful  Brother  and  Companion 
Ewart  Dixon  the  Grand  Secretary. 

Under  the  caption  of  "Departed  Companions"  our  Grand  First  Prin- 
cipal pays  fitting  tribute  to  those  who  have  served  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
and,  with  him,  we  deplore  the  loss  of  many  distinguished  Companions. 

Most  Excellent  Companion  House  made  many  visitations  and  at- 
tended many  meetings  during  the  past  year.  The  statement  of  his  visits 
demonstrates  that,  in  his  effort  to  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office,  he  gave  unstintingly  of  his  time  and  energy  to  further  the  cause 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  We  commend  him  for  his  visits  to  other  Grand 
Jurisdictions  and  to  the  Districts  in  this  Jurisdiction.  We  congratulate 
him  on  the  honours  personally  bestowed  on  him. 

Your  Committee  approves  our  Grand  Z's  appointment  of  Grand 
Representatives  and  compliments  him  on  his  selection. 

We  unite  with  our  Grand  First  Principal  in  his  tribute  to  the 
veterans  in  Masonry  and  note  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  awarded 
long  service  Jewels  as  evidence  of  our  esteem.  We  congratulate  our 
veteran  Companions  who  have  had  destowed  on  them  these  Jewels  as  a 
tribute  for  long  and  faithful  service. 

We  concur  in  his  commendation  for  the  excellent  results  accomplished 
by  organized  effort  by  the  Companions  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons'  Wel- 
fare Committee  of  the  two  Toronto  Districts.  As  in  the  past,  we  commend 
their  work  as  an  example  which  other  districts  in  this  Jurisdiction  might 
follow. 

We  commend  our  Grand  First  Principal  for  his  interest  in  the 
Masonic  library. 

The  timely  remarks  of  our  Grand  Z.  on  membership  meets  with  our 
unqualified  approval,  and  we  agree,  with  him,  that  personal  effort  by 
our  active  Companions  would  prevent  many  deletions  from  our  member- 
ship. 

With  pride  our  Grand  First  Principal  announces  the  formation  of  a 
new  Chapter — Tyrian  Chapter  at  Stouffville.  We  are  delighted  to  have  a 
part  in  welcoming  this  Chapter  and  express  our  thanks  to  the  energetic 
Royal  Arch  Masons  who  were  responsible  for  its  formation. 

The  dispensations  granted  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  House  ap- 
pear to  be  in  order,  and  subject  to  the  power  conferred  on  the  Grand  Z. 
are  confirmed. 

We  read  with  interest  his  remarks  on  "International  Nights"  and  his 
suggestions  for  their  continuance.  In  the  world-wide  clash  of  ideology  the 
strongest  armour  of  the  free  world  is  the  philosophy  our  two  countries 
share  and  uphold  together,  and  in  the  working  philosophy  of  Free- 
masonry we  can  find  the  essential  sense  of  direction. 

Our  Grand  First  Principal  has  expressed  his  opinion  that  our 
Grand  Chapter  follow  the  action  taken  by  our  Grand  Lodge  to  prevent 
joint  installations.  We  concur  in  his  suggestion  that  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  study  this  question  and  report  at  our  next  Grand  Convoca- 
tion, and  we  recommend  same  to  Grand  Chapter  for  approval. 

Your  Committee  has  considered  the  recommendation  of  our  Grand 
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Z.  that  fraternal  recognition  be  accorded  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
Republic  of  the  Philippines.  As  this,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  is 
a  decision  to  be  made  by  this  Grand  Chapter  in  Convocation,  your  Com- 
mittee is  in  accord  with  the  action  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  House 
submitting  his  recommendation  for  approval.  The  prerequisites  in  this 
particular  case  appear  to  have  been  observed — first,  that  our  Grand 
Lodge  recognizes  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Philippines  from  which  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines  will  obtain  its  members, 
and  secondly,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines 
has  no  connection  with  any  other  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Philippines.  Your 
Committee  concurs  in  the  recommendation  of  our  Grand  Z.  and  recom- 
mends that  recognition  be  accepted  by  this  Grand  Chapter  to  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Republic  of  the  Philippines. 

We  were  pleased  to  know  that  our  investments  have  increased 
during  the  past  year,  and  our  Grand  First  Principal  has  expressed 
thanks  to  our  capable  officials  responsible  for  this  sound  financial 
position. 

We  concur  in  his  recommendations  that  past  rank  be  granted  certain 
First  Principals  who  were  prevented  from  serving  a  full  term  of  office, 
and  we  endorse  his  action  to  Grand  Chapter  for  approval. 

We  congratulate  Most  Excellent  Companion  House  on  a  most  suc- 
cessful year,  and  as  he  passes  the  mantle  of  his  authority  to  his  succes- 
sor, he  may  do  so  with  the  comforting  assurance  that  he  has  earned  the 
respect  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  Dean 
C.  M.  Pitts 
A.  G.  Bradshaw 
C.  A.  M.  Taylor 
R.  V.  Conover 
John  M.  Burden,  Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  M.  Pitt,  and— 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Grand  Z's  ad- 
dress be  received  and  adopted. 

GRAND  CHAPTER  WAS  CALLED  FROM  LABOUR  AT  12.30  P.M. 
GRAND  CHAPTER  WAS  CALLED  ON  AT  2.10  P.M. 

SCRUTINEERS  OBLIGATED 
Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden  obligated  the   Scrutineers   as   to 
faithfully  performing  the  duties  of  this  office. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CONDITION 
OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

To   The  Most  Excellent,   The  Grand  First  Principal,   Officers  and 
Members  of  The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Mason  of  Canada 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  during  the 
year  1956  wishes  to  assure  you  at  the  outset  of  its  report  that  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  we  have  many  reasons  for  expressing  our 
gratitude  to  the  Most  High  for  a  year  of  progression  in  most  phases  of 
our  activity.  We  are  grateful  for  the  fact  that  the  fire  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  welfare  of  our  Order,  kindled  in  past  years  by  able  Companions  in 
our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  is  being  maintained  and  its  warmth  is  stimulating 
a  wholesome,  steady  growth  towards  the  high  ideals  whither  our  efforts 
are  directed. 

One  cannot  read  the  reports  submitted  by  our  Grand  Superintendents 
without  realizing  thyt  they  have  done  a  splendid  work,  as  representatives 
of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  in  maintaining  the  dignity  of  their  office, 
in  giving  worthy  report  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Degrees  are  being 
conferred  and  maintaining  high  standards  in  ritualistic  work.  They  have 
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apprised  us  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Chapter  in  their  Districts 
and  have  given  wise  advice  on  these  matters  where  necessary.  Where 
other  difficulties  have  existed,  the  reports  show  their  successful  efforts 
to  correct  the  situation  with  firmness,  tact  and  true  Masonic  charity.  We 
feel  that  conditions  in  the  various  Chapters  throughout  the  Jurisdiction 
have  been  materially  improved  as  a  result  of  the  visits  of  the  Grand 
Superintendents  during  1956. 

The  Committee  desires  to  express  their  gratitude  for  the  excellent 
and  inspired  leadership  of  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Most  Excellent 
Companion  John  L.  House,  who  has  displayed  unselfish  devotion  to  his 
great  responsibilities  and  has  thereby  set  an  example  for  all  Officers  and 
Companions  to  emulate.  We  regret  the  continued  illness  of  our  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham,  Grand  H.,  and  pray  earnestly  that  the 
Great  Physician  may  restore  him  to  health.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A. 
Searle  has  been  particularly  active  in  sharing  the  activities  and  respon- 
sibilities of  the  Grand  Z.  in  all  parts  of  our  Jurisdiction.  We  are  also 
grateful  for  the  splendid  support,  services  and  devotion  of  the  Past 
Grand  Z's,  members  of  the  Council. 

No  report  of  this  Committee  should  fail  to  bear  tribute  to  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson,  for  the  diligent  and  thorough 
manner  with  which  he  has  carried  on  the  manifold  responsibilities  of  his 
important  office  and  also  for  the  kindly  co-operation  which  he  accorded 
to  this  Committee,  as  he  does  to  all  Companions  who  seek  his  services 
and  advice. 

MEMBERSHIP.  Our  net  increase  of  136,  as  shown  in  the  report  of 
our  Committee  on  Membership,  is  the  lowest  in  the  past  five  years,  in 
which  time  the  average  increase  annually  was  300.  Our  initiations  of  943 
also  constitute  a  five-year  low.  On  the  other  hand  our  demits  show  223 
granted  during  the  year  which  is  an  increase  of  50  over  the  previous  year. 
This  five-year  period  has  been  one  of  rapidly  increasing  prosperity  in 
Canada;  yet  in  many  Chapters  the  initiation  fee  and  annual  dues  have 
remained  stationary  until  this  year.  Thus  the  cost  to  the  individual 
Mason  of  joining  a  Chapter  has  been  less  of  a  deterrent.  In  the  light  of 
these  considerations  we  should  give  some  thought  to  the  situation.  We  are 
reminded  of  our  pledged  word  to  spread  "assistance,  light  and  knowledge 
to  all  un-informed  brethren"  and  that  the  most  practical  way  of  fulfilling 
this  solemn  promise  is  to  place  the  proper  information  before  thousands 
of  Craft  Masons  with  the  object  of  leading  them  into  that  circle  of 
illumination  where  our  pledged  task  may  be  best  accomplished.  This  view 
is  well  set  forth  by  the  General  Grand  Secretary  of  General  Grand  Chap- 
ter Triennial  in  ]951 — "While  numbers  are  not  in  any  sense  criteria  of 
the  excellence  of  a  Rite  of  Free  Masonry,  no  Rite  of  Free  Masonry  can 
hope  to  live  and  serve  Masons  unless  it  grows.  No  Rite  of  Free  Masonry 
can  hope  to  make  itself  effective  unless  its  members  have  something  of 
the  Masonic  spirit,  the  zeal  which  leads  them  to  want  to  bring  to  their 
less  informed  Brethren  the  significant  lessons  of  the  Royal  Arch."  Your 
Committee  feels  that  there  is  sound  argument  in  this  quotation  and  that 
we  as  individual  Companions  ought  to  bend  every  proper  effort  towards 
its  accomplishment,  especially  when  we  remember  that  only  one  out  of 
every  six  Craft  Masons  is  a  member  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch. 

LIFE  MEMBERSHIP.  The  records  show  that  the  number  of  Life 
Members  is  steadily  decreasing  at  the  rate  of  approximately  100  per 
year. 

ATTENDANCE.  We  are  pleased  to  note  a  slight  increase  in  average 
attendance  during  the  year. 

FINANCIAL.  The  financial  position  of  most  of  our  Chapters  shows 
gradual  improvement,  largely  because  of  the  raising  of  exaltation  fees 
and  annual  dues.  However,  we  note  one  Chapter  with  dues  of  $2.00, 
eleven  at  $3.00,  one  at  $3.50  and  nine  at  $4.00.  The  others  range  from 
$5.00  to  $10.00,  with  the  exception  of  two  at  $11.00,  six  at  $12.00  and  one 
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at  $15.00.  There  seems  to  be  little  connection  between  the  amount  of  the 
annual  dues  and  the  amount  of  outstanding  dues.  One  Chapter  charging 
an  annual  fee  of  $15.00  has  no  outstanding  dues  (membership  of  200). 
Another  Chapter  with  248  members  and  charging  an  annual  fee  of 
$10.00  has  $546.00  outstanding.  The  total  amount  of  outstanding  dues  in 
our  Jurisdiction  is  $22,500.00,  or  about  $1.15  per  paying  member.  We  ask 
that  each  Chapter  arrange  to  personally  contact  each  Companion  in  ar- 
rears before  the  end  of  each  year.  This  procedure  has  proven  to  be  ef- 
fective and  obviate?  the  necessity  of  many  suspensions.  We  further  sug- 
gest that,  where  necessary,  a  strong  committee  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
Scribe  E.  and  Treasurer.  Many  Chapters  assist  those  members  who  may 
become  unable  to  pay  by  looking  after  that  portion  of  dues  that  go  to 
Grand  Chapter,  and  remitting  further  obligations  as  an  act  of  Masonic 
benevolence. 

BENEVOLENCE.  Some  42  of  our  Chapters  found  it  advisable  to 
vote  $2,016.00  for  benevolence,  while  in  92  Chapters  apparently  no 
monetary  gifts  were  required.  However,  Masonic  charity  was  displayed 
by  many  Chapters  in  other  ways;  as  in  looking  after  fees  of  worthy 
Companions,  supplying  comforts  and  entertainment  to  veterans  and  hos- 
pitalized Companions,  transporting  under-privileged  children  and  their 
mothers  to  Summer  Camp,  transporting  cancer  patients  to  hosital  clinics 
and  by  blood  donors'  service  to  brother  Masons.  The  regular  visitation  of 
ill  and  afflicted  brethren  by  members  of  the  Sick  Committee,  especially 
in  the  case  of  out-of-town  Masons  in  hospitals,  is  very  important.  We 
should  see  that  no  Companion  is  neglected. 

EDUCATION  AND  INSTRUCTION.  Each  District  reports  having 
held  one  or  more  Chapters  of  Instruction,  and  notes  the  great  benefit  to 
those  present,  and  through  them  to  their  respective  Chapters.  At  these 
meetings  each  Degree  was  discussed,  exemplified  or  conferred,  thus 
contributing  greatly  to  the  uniformity  of  the  Work. 

FRATERNAL  VISITS,  ANNIVERSARIES,  ETC.  The  number  of 
Fraternal  Visits  reported  shows  a  pleasing  increase,  especially  in  those 
visits  to  confer  Degrees. 

International  Nights  by:  Hiawatha  Chapter,  No.  252,  Sarnia,  and 
Huron,  No.  27,  Port  Huron,  Michigan,  also  between  Covenant  Chapter, 
No.  113,  Cornwall,  and  Massena  Chapter,  No.  300,  Massena,  N.Y.,  both 
being  yearly  events.  St.  Andrew  Chapter,  No.  238,  London,  has  for  six 
years  alternated  in  visits  with  Ionic  Chapter,  Detroit. 

DEGREE  WORK,  MUSICAL  RITUAL.  Reports  of  the  Grand  Sup- 
erintendents advise  of  Degree  work  of  the  highest  quality  being  done  in 
practically  every  Chapter.  In  one  or  two  instances,  corrections  were  made 
in  the  interest  of  uniformity.  Your  Committee  would  recommend  that 
Chapter  Officers  continue  to  study  the  Manual  of  Instructions.  Par- 
ticularly would  we  recommend  this  course  to  Companions  who  learned 
their  ritual  years  ago  and  who  still  give  their  work,  especially  the  Secret 
Work,  without  reference  to  the  changes  noted  in  the  Manual.  Musical 
Ritual,  which  adds  much  to  the  beauty  and  impressiveness  of  the  Degrees 
should  be  used  at  every  opportunity. 

DIVINE  SERVICES.  Practically  every  District  in  the  more  settled 
parts  of  the  Province  report  very  successful  and  well  attended  District 
Divine  Services.  Many  individual  Chapters  have  held  their  own  Church 
Services  in  which  Companions  from  surrounding  Chapters  joined  with 
them  in  Church  worship.  All  tell  of  increased  attendance  and  fellowship 
in  religious  experience  which  is  of  benefit  to  the  Chapters. 

CONCLUSION  In  concluding,  we  congratulate  the  Scribes  E.  for 
their  faithful  and  efficient  services,  which  are  lauded  in  every  Grand 
Superintendent's  report.  You  are  key-men  in  your  Chapters,  and  the 
progress  of  Capitular  Masonry  owes  much  to  your  efforts.  Likewise, 
we  extend  our  thanks  and  best  wishes  to  every  true  and  faithful  Com- 
panion— may  your  interest  and  enthusiasm  continue  and  grow. 


78  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

And  as  a  final  recommendation,  let  us  urge  you  to  carefully 
CHERISH  and  PRESERVE  within  the  Sacred  Precincts  of  your  Chapter 
the  Precious  Jewel  of  Harmony.  Let  its  scintillating  rays  of  confidence, 
mutual  trust  and  brotherly  affection  dispel  the  gloom  of  mistrust,  strife 
and  bickering  in  the  darkness  in  which  your  feet  travel  the  rocky  path, 
leading  to  the  abyss  of  failure  and  despair. 

As  the  Golden  Gates  of  Time  roll  back,  revealing  the  beginning  of  a 
new  century  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Canada,  let  us  put  our  hands  in 
the  Hand  of  the  Man  who  stands  at  the  gates  of  the  Year,  and  go  forth 
into  the  Future  safer  than  in  the  Known  Way,  secure  in  the  knowledge 
that— 

"Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest, 

And  the  Grave  is  not  its  goal; 

Dust  thou  art,  to  dust  returneth 

Was  not  spoken  of  the  Soul. 

"Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing, 
With  a  heart  for  any  Fate; 
Still  achieving,  still  pursuing, 
Learn  to  labour  and  to  wait." 

For,  as  the  same  poet  expresses  it  in  another  poem, 
"Thus  alone  can  we  attain, 
To  those  turrets  whence  the  eye 
Views  the  Earth  as  one  vast  plain, 
And  one  boundless  reach  of  sky." 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

B.  S.  Scott,  Chairman 
A.  Barclay 
H.  B.  Porter 
H.  G.  Truman 
L.'  R.  Hertel 
It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  B.  S.  Scott,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Condition  of 
Capitular  Masonry  be  received  and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  "Z",  Officers  and  Members  of  The  Grand, 
Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Grand  "Z"  and  Companions: 

Your  Committee  on  Benevolence  has  considered  the  Applications  for 
Relief  and  we  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  in  the  Estimates 
for  the  coming  Grand  Chapter  year  for  Grants  to  the  following: 


Chapter 

Grant  in  favour  of 

Amount 

1 

Widow   of    G.   McN. 

$150.00 

3 

Widow  of  S.  M.  C. 

200.00 

4 

Companion    F.    L.    D. 

150.00 

5 

Widow  of  G.  S.  M. 

200.00 

8 

Widow  of  R.  J. 

150.00 

53 

Daughter  of  J.  S. 

150.00 

62 

Widow  of  J.  B. 

150.00 

145 

Daughter  of  J.  C. 

200.00 

Special 

Widow  of  E.   S. 

200.00 

246 

Companion  B.  F. 

150.00 

$1,700.00 
We  further  recommend  that  an  amount  of  $600.00  be  provided  for 
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Interim  Relief,  if  it  be  needed  before  the  next  Annual  Convocation  of 
Grand  Chapter. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

D.  C.  Patmore 
R.  N.  McElhinney 
F.  W.  Dean,  Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  and— 

Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Benevolence  be  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

COMMITTEE  ON  BENEVOLENCE 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
M.  A.  Searle,  and — 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee  on  Benevolence 
and  are  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
respective  years: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney,  retires  1958. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean,  retires  in  1959. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  D.  C.  Patmore,  retires  in  1960. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 

To  The  Most  Excellent,  The  Grand  Z,  Officers  and  Companions  of  The 
Grand  Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submits  herewith  its  report  for  the  year 
ending  February  28,  1957. 

The  reports  of  the  Grand  Treasurer,  the  Auditor  and  the  Grand 
Scribe  E.  for  the  year  ending  February  28,  1957,  have  been  reviewed  by 
the  members  of  this  Committee,  and  these  reports  are  now  being  sub- 
mitted to  this  Grand  body  for  consideration. 

We  find  these  reports  fully  and  accurately  set  out  in  detail  all  trans- 
actions pertaining  to  the  financial  position  of  this  Grand  Chapter  for  the 
fiscal  year.  All  items  of  receipts  and  disbursements  in  respect  to  the 
General  Fund,  the  Victory  Thanksgiving  Benevolent  Fund,  the  Cen- 
tennial Fund,  the  Grand  Chapter  Life  Membership  Fund,  and  the  Chap- 
ters' Life  Membership  Fund  are  properly  detailed,  and  these  reports  con- 
tain complete  schedules  of  the  securities  in  which  these  funds  are  now 
invested. 

Exhibit  "A"  is  a  balance  sheet  showing  all  assets  and  all  liabilities 
of  the  Grand  Chapter.  It  includes  the  funds  which  are  entrusted  to  and 
over  which  the  Grand  Chapter  has  any  control. 

The  amount  owing  by  the  constituent  chapters  shows  a  slight  de- 
crease from  $530  in  1956  to  $499.10  in  1957.  While  in  some  cases  there 
may  be  extenuating  circumstances  we  still  feel  we  must  urge  constituent 
chapters  to  make  their  remittances  more  promptly. 

Among  the  liabilities  you  will  note  that  there  is  an  expended  reserve 
of  $1,419.45.  This  is  made  up  of  $100  set  up  for  accounts  payable  for 
which  bills  have  not  yet  been  received,  and  $1,319.45  an  appropriation 
set  aside  for  Masonic  education.  Notwithstanding  this  reserve,  a  further 
appropriation  of  $125  is  being  included  in  the  estimates  for  education  for 
the  coming  year. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a  detailed  report  from  our  auditor  has  shown 
that  the  amount  due  to  the  General  Fund  of  Grand  Chapter  from  the  Life 
Membership  Fund  of  Grand  Chapter  stands  at  $2,822.00  as  at  February 
28,  1957.  We  are  recommending  that  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  be  authorized 
to  transfer  the  H.E.P.C.  4%  securities,  due  in  1979,  of  the  Life  Member- 
ship Fund  in  an  amount  of  $2,000  less  unamortized  discount,  to  the  Gen- 
eral Fund  together  with  sufficient  cash  to  liquidate  the  debt. 
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It  will  also  be  noted  that  the  amount  due  from  the  Centennial  Fund 
represents  General  Fund  interest  on  investments  which  was  deposited  in 
this  fund  in  error. 

The  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Victory  Thanks- 
giving Benevolent  Fund,  the  Life  Membership  Fund,  the  Centennial 
Fund  and  tne  Chapters'  Life  Membership  Fund  are  set  out  in  schedules 
1,  2,  3  and  4.  You  will  note  that  the  income  account  of  the  Victory  Thanks- 
giving Benevolent  Fund  has  increased  by  $619.24  composed  of  donations 
of  $71.20  and  unspent  accrued  interest  of  $549.04.  With  the  approval  of 
this  report  and,  as  referred  to  above,  an  amount  of  $2,882  will  be  trans- 
ferred from  the  Life  Membership  Fund  to  the  General  Fund.  To  put  the 
Centennial  Fund  in  a  better  position  to  meet  the  requirements  for  the 
Centennial  year  we  are  recommending  that  $3,000  be  budgeted  for  the 
fund  in  1957,  as  indicated  in  the  estimates  below. 

The  Comparative  Revenue  and  Expenditure  Account  marked  exhibit 
"B"  indicates  that  our  revenue  $24,690.67  was  $359.33  less  than 
budgeted,  and  our  expenditures  of  $23,956.87  were  $1,033.13  less  than 
budgeted.  The  lower  expenditure  is  due  mainly  to  a  lower  expenditure 
for  jewels  and  engraving,  the  bills  for  which  will  be  received  in  1957. 
The  year's  operations  resulted  in  a  net  revenue  of  $733.80. 

Our  securities  have  been  examined  and  certified  by  our  auditor. 
They  are  held  in  the  place  and  custody  authorized  by  Grand  Chapter.  The 
par  value  covering  all  Funds  amounts  to  $173,700. 

Our  office  suffered  a  serious  loss  during  the  year  by  the  sudden 
passing  of  our  office  assistant  to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  and  in  finding  a 
suitable  replacement  we  find  it  necessary  to  recommend  an  increase  in 
the  salary  schedule  from  $2,400  to  $3,000  per  year. 

The  Grand  Scribe  E.  continues  to  give  good  and  faithful  service  and, 
keeping  in  mind  value  for  service  rendered,  increases  in  salaries  for 
qualified  personnel,  and  increased  living  costs,  this  Committee  recom- 
mends that  the  salary  cf  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  be  increased  from  $4,200  to 
$4,800  per  year. 

We  commend  the  Printing  Committee  for  again  being  successful  in 
holding  the  cost  of  printing  the  proceedings  to  $100  less  than  budgeted, 
and  we  are  recommending  a  budget  of  $1,650  as  listed  below.  The  fact 
that  preparation  for  our  Centennial  Year  will  require  considerable  extra 
printing  makes  it  necessary  to  increase  our  General  Printing  Budget 
from  $800  to  $1,200  as  shown  in  the  estimates. 

Since  promotion  of  our  Centennial  Year  will  require  increased 
travelling  on  behalf  of  our  Grand  Z.,  due  to  increased  travelling  and  ac- 
commodation costs,  this  Committee  recommends  an  increase  in  the 
travelling  budget  for  the  Grand  Z.  from  $1,500  to  $2,000.  The  General 
Expense  will,  however,  remain  at  $700  the  same  as  budgeted  for  last  year. 

While  Grand  Convocation  expenses  were  slightly  less  than  budgeted 
last  year  we  are  recommending  the  same  estimate  for  next  year  at 
$3,200  as  indicated  below. 

The  budgeted  grant  of  $225  this  year  to  the  Masonic  Library  included 
$100  for  books,  and  this  committee  is  recommending  the  usual  $125  be 
included  in  our  estimates  for  next  year. 

The  purchase  of  new  furniture  this  year  has  greatly  improved  the 
working  conditions  and  efficiency  in  our  office  and  the  purchase  of  one 
additional  cabinet  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $100  will  provide  adequate 
facilities  for  the  safe  keeping  of  valuable  Grand  Chapter  records. 
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REVENUE  AND  EXPENDITURE 
For  Fiscal  Year  Ending-  February  28,  1958 
REVENUE 

Registration    Fees    $  2,900.00 

Dues   per  capita 16,289.00 

Life    Membership    Dues 2,800.00 

Dispensation    and    Warrants 150.00 

Interest  on  investments  and  funds  on  deposit 2,700.00 

$24,839.00 


EXPENDITURES 

Grand   Scribe    E.    compensation $4,800.00 

Secretarial    3,000.00 

Phone,  postage  and  miscellaneous   700.00 

Rent    1,380.00 

Foreign   correspondence    300.00 

Printing    Proceedings    $1,650.00 

General    1,200.00  2,850.00 

Travelling,  Grand  Z 2,000.00 

General   Expense    700.00       2,700.00 

Audit  Fe«   4.00.00 

Expenses    of    Convocation 3,200.00 

Executive    Committee    1,700.00 

Education    125.00       5,025.00 

Jewels   and   Engraving 1,000.00 

Grant  to  Masonic  Library 125.00 

Centennial  Fund 3,000.00 

Grant  to  Canadian  Masonic  Research  Associa- 
tion      50.00 

Chapters'  Life  Membership  Fund 10.00 

Office  furniture   100.00 

Regalia  for  Grand  Z 450.00 

Testimonial   for   Grand  Z 350.00 

Liability   Insurance    1,800.00       6,885.00 

TOTAL    $28,040.00 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  estimates  that  we  are  budgeting 
for  a  deficit  of  $3,201. 

All  of  this  is  fraternally  and  respectfully  submitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee. 

J.  E.  Girven, 

Chairman  Finance  Committee. 


It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  E.  Girven,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  received 
and  adopted. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
FRATERNAL  DEAD 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions : 

As  we  welcome  the  many  new  faces  to  this  Grand  Convocation  we  are 
saddened  by  the  loss  of  those  who  are  not  here.  How  fitting  it  is  that  we 
pause  and  in  this  quiet  moment  feel  again  their  presence.  Splendid 
builders  they  have  been,  for  us  and  for  future  generations.  I  am  sure  they 
are  building  still  to  bring  us  nearer  to  that  great  altar  and  temple  of  the 
eternal  throne. 

"Time  like  an  ever-rolling  stream, 
Bears  all  its  sons  away; 
They  fly,  forgotten,  as  a  dream 
Dies  at  the  opening  day. 
0  God,  our  help  in  ages  past, 
Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 
Be  thou  our  guide  while  life  shall  last 
And  our  eternal  home." 
In  pausing  to  pay  a  tribute  to  our  departed  Companions  we  also  pro- 
vide an  opportunity  for  the  living  to  re-emphasize  our  radiant  belief  in 
the  immortality  of  the  soul.  Let  us  therefore  dedicate  ourselves  to  the 
tenets  symbolized  by  the  triangle.  Let  us  exemplify  them  in  a  practical 
way  so  that  when  our  summons  comes  we  may  be  prepared  to  answer 
with  joy  and  be  ready  to  enter  into  that  Haven  of  Rest  where  parting  is 
no  more. 

"Until  we  meet  again!  That  is  the  meaning 
Of  the  familiar  words  that  men  repeat 
At  parting  on  the  street. 

Ah  yes,  till  then!  But  when  death,  intervening, 
Rends  us  asunder,  with  what  ceaseless  pain 
We  wait  for  the  Again! 

The  friends  who  leave  us  do  not  feel  the  sorrow 
Of  parting,  as  we  feel  it  who  must  stay, 
Lamenting  day  by  day, 

And  knowing,  when  we  wake  upon  the  morrow, 
We  shall  not  find  in  its  accustomed  place 
The  one  beloved  face." 
And  so,  Companions,  we  who  are  left  bow  our  heads  and  figuratively 
once  again  bid  farewell  to  those  whom  we  have  "lost  awhile,"  but  we  be- 
lieve— as  Masons  we  must  believe — that  in  losing  mortal  life  they  have 
found  eternal  life. 

Although  we  strive  to  ease  our  pain  at  their  passing,  we  repeat  to 
ourselves  and  each  other  the  truths  and  platitudes  of  the  betterment  of 
our  friends'  condition,  though  we  emphasize  our  denial  of  any  wish  to 
bring  our  loved  ones  back  to  earth,  yet  our  axioms  seem  threadbare  and 
fail  to  sooth  our  mental  anguish,  just  as,  in  physical  pangs,  the  knowl- 
edge of  ultimate  release  from  pain  does  little  to  bring  about  the  surcease 
of  suffering.  With  all  our  certainty  of  immortality,  with  our  assuredness 
that  we  will  behold  our  loved  ones  again  and  that  there  will  be  no  further 
parting,  yet  the  grim  reality  of  death  sweeps  away  our  reasoning  and 
arguments,  and  the  grief  and  suffering  remain. 

As  did  the  bereaved  loved  ones  of  our  departed  Companions,  when 
the  spirit  of  their  precious  ones  took  its  departure  to  be  with  Him  who 
gave  it,  we  too  become  dumfounded  at  God's  mysterious  ways.  The  dead 
are  not  benefited  by  our  sorrows.  They  are  at  rest.  Even  if  their  spirits 
are  conscious  of  our  continuing  affection  it  cannot  rejoice  them  to  know 
that  we  are  cherising  an  unappeasable  grief. 
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What  is  ended  should  not  leave  us  without  resource,  what  is  lost 
should  not  leave  us  without  hope.  As  Masons  it  should  establish  in  us  a 
courage  which  accepts  no  defeat  as  final,  a  love  limitless  as  to  time,  a 
faith  which  transcends  all  changing-  circumstances,  and  a  hope  which 
sees  another  dawn  beyond  any  nightfall.  Masonry  is  the  steadfast  up- 
building of  the  only  articles  of  faith  that  never  were  invented  by  man,  the 
existence  of  God  and  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  These  are  the  basic 
landmarks  of  Masonry  Stripped  of  these,  Masonry  would  not  and  could 
not  exist.  Amid  all  the  changing  world  with  its  disturbing  influences,  the 
fundamental  teachings  of  Masonry  remain  unchanged.  Those  principles 
and  ideals  which  have  always  characterized  our  Fraternity  still  dis- 
tinguish us.  In  the  world  today,  with  its  turmoils  and  strifes,  hates  and 
suspicions  there  is  greater  work  to  be  done  in  the  future  than  in  the  past. 
We  are  looked  upon  today,  as  probably  never  before,  to  so  present  the 
truths  of  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  man  that  the 
world  may  judge  us  by  what  it  sees  in  us,  rather  than  what  we  tell  the 
world.  Yes,  my  Companions,  there  is  work  to  be  done,  the  challenge  is 
before  us.  Let  lis  then  build  stone  by  stone  on  the  foundations  so  well  and 
truly  laid  by  our  Companions  who  have  put  down  their  working  tools 
and  have  gone  through  the  Mystic  Veil. 

"They  were  our  Companions. 

Long  years  they  wrought  with  us 

Upon  the  Temple. 

Some  cleared  the  ground 

And  dug  the  trenches  deep; 

Some  laboured  in  the  quarries; 

Others  shaped  the  marbles 

For  the  walls, 

Or  fashioned  skillfully  the  vessels  and  the  ornaments. 

And  some  were  leaders, 

Masters  of  the  craft, 

Well  skilled  to  oversee  the  work; 

While  others,  still,  more  humble  stations  filled. 

What  e'er  their  part  'twas  well  and  nobly  done, 

For,  though  the  humble  part  be  formless,  crude  and  deeply  hid 
from  sight 

Beneath  the  marble  walls  that  please  the  eye, 

Tis  none  the  less  a  worthy  task. 

Their  work  is  done. 

And  we  must  carry  on.  . 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions,  since  our  last  Annual  Convoca- 
tion 494  faithful  Companions  of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  have  fulfilled 
their  earthly  mission  and  have  won  their  reward  in  the  Celestial  Grand 
Chapter.  Included  are  the  following  41  of  Grand  Chapter  rank: 

1.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  K.  N.  H.  McCullagh 

2.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  W.  Shedden 

3.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  W.  Hall 

4  &  135  &  145.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  W.  Slack 

4.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Sir  G.  W.  Woolaston,  Eng. 

7.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  Phillips 

8.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  AV.  H.  Hoars 
19.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C   A.  Brown 
19.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  McKay 

19.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  E.  Coombs 

20.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  J.  Sharp 
23.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Wm.  F.  Tyrrell 

27.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  H.  Whiops 

28.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  S.  J.  Babe 

28.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  C.  Stenhouse 
31.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Branscombe 
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34.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  J.  Sprott 

36  &  94  &  132  &  168.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  S.  Cotton 

48.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C,  R.  Gummow 

57.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  A.  Hicks 

74.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  R.  McNeil 

77.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  Clayton 

82.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  P.  Freed 

84.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  H.  Ross 

88.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ed.  Worth 

90.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  E.  Letman 

95.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  K.  S.  Clark 
103.  V.  Ex.  Comp   J.  A.  Smith 
103.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  Parr 
112.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  H.  Robertson 
115.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Finlayson 
130.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  0.  Stephenson 
132.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  F.  Ward 
138.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  A.  Snell 
144.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  O.  L.  Morrow 
210.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  Walker 

225.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  S.  Calder 

226.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Hutchinson 
234.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  E.  V.  MacCcrmack 

245.  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Mills 

246.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  O.  J.  Sloan 

Respectfully  and  Fraternally  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee. 

J.  H.  W.  Norton 

Charles  H.  Hall 

G.  A.  C.  Gunton 

Lloyd  B.  Gillespie,  Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  L.  B.  Gillespie,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  be 
received. 

To  our  Sister  Jurisdictions  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  British 
Commonwealth  of  Nations  and  the  United  States  of  America  we  extend 
sincere  sympathy  for  the  loss  of  their  distinguished  Companions. 

Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Alberta — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  G.  Ironsides,  G.Z.  1925-26. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  James  A.  McGhee,  G.Z.  1931-32. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Saskatchewan — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Charles  P.  Moore,  G.Z.  1925. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  H.  Jackson,  G.Z.  1939-40. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  C.  Jeffery,  G.J.  1956. 
The  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Arizona — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  C.  Fitch,  G.H.P.  1950. 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Arkansas — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Shem  E.  Hollabaugh,  G.H.P.  1927. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Colorado — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Harry  Hendrie,  G.H.P.  1913-14. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Mascns  of  Delaware — 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Marshall  M.  Carpenter,  Grand  Secretary. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Illinois— 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  A.  Thomann,  G.H.P.  1948-49. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Indiana — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Carl  H.  Payne,  G.H.P.  1913. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Iowa. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Chester  H.  Ecklos,  G.H.P.  1928. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Louisiana — 
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M.  Ex.  Comp.  Curtis  B.  Hair,  G.H.P.  1947. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Herman  J.  Duncan,  G.H.P.  1948. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  Royal  Arcl^  Masons — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Convers  E.  Leach,  G.H.P.   1927-28,  Grand   Secretary 
1932-1956. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Francis  H.  Bragdon,  Grand  King,  1947. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Ross,  Grand  King  1945. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Massachusetts — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Jesse  E.  Ames,  G.H.P.  1931-32-33. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Mississippi,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  P.  Neblett,  P.G.H.P. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  E.  Fogelsong,  P.G.H.P. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Odie  E.  Hunt,  G.H.P.  1942. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  O.  Gore,  Sr.,  Grand  Treasurer. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Montana — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alfred  J.  Rowland,  G.H.P.  1930-31. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  F.  Hosfeld,  G.H.P.  1939-40. 
The  Grand  Chapter,  Roval  Arch  Masons  of  Nebraska. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Nathaniel  A.  S.  McLean,  G.H.P.  1937-38. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nevada. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Leslie  M.  Sanford,  G.H.P.  1954-55. 

Ex.  Comp.  Harry  F.  Munkers,  Grand  Captain  of  the  Host. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  the  State  of  Ohio — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Chester  J.  Pearce,  G.H.P.  1940-41. 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oregon — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  Molesworth,  G.H.P.  1939-40. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  W.  White,  G.H.P.  1950-51. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  South  Dakota — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  A.  Morris,  G.H.P.  1918. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Roland  S.  Almond,  G.H.P.  1937. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Tennessee — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Fowler,  Sr.,  P.G.H.  P.  1919. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Sylvan  D.  Shamblin,  G.H.P.  1947. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Phillip  D.  Kersh,  Grand  Principal  Sojourner  1956. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Texas — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  Rov  Worley,  G.H.P.  1940-41. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  William  H.  Telfair,  G.H.P.  1945-46. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  West  Virginia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  J.  Boydston,  G.H.P.  1920-21. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  W.  Mason,  G.H.P.  1931-32. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Bertram  Cousins,  G.H.P.  1949-50. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Wisconsin — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frank  A.  Bouda,  G.H.P.  1943. 

DEATHS— 1956 

1 — J.  A.  Asselstine,  A.  T.  Hatch,  G.  Lothian,  F.  J.  Ludlow,  R.  Ludlow,  K. 
N.  H.  McCullagh,  M.  J.  Morison,  A.  E.  Sedgwick,  I.  H.  Sexton,  W.  M. 
Smith,  H.  F.  Wallace,  C.  H.  Wood,  G.  A.  Wright.  2— W.  Davidson,  G.  E. 
J.  Lannin,  D.  R.  Morrison,  C.  L.  Rymal,  C.  S.  Sandeland,  A.  W.  Shedden, 
V.  Wheaton.  3— T.  C.  Benson,  E.  A.  Bishop,  E.  W.  Hall,  S.  C.  Laitner,  W. 
H.  McKerlie,  W.  A.  McRoberts,  A.  J.  Smith,  F.  Tulett.  4 — A.  Armstrong, 
W.  C.  Coulter,  T.  P.  Eversfield,  L.  J.  Harrington,  J.  F.  Lester,  R.  S.  Mac- 
Kinnon, R.  McKay,  J.  A.  Russell,  G.  R.  Shephard,  G.  W.  Slack.  5— H.  R. 
Bolton,  H.  T.  Garside,  E.  E.  Hopper,  J.  Insell,  M.  B.  Percival,  C.  H.  Rea- 
son, A.  R.  Ridgwell,  W.  E.  Spencer,  J.  C.  Stafford.  6— J.  Kerr,  W.  S. 
Misener.  7— R.  D.  Arnott,  J.  T.  Nunn,  J.  A.  Phillips,  L.  B.  Riggs,  W.  C. 
Springer,  A.  W.  Wright.  8— W.  E.  Davis,  J.  C.  de  la  Rosa,  L.  DeWitt,  J. 
H.  C.  Durham,  W.  H.  Hoare,  A.  W.  Miles.  15— J.  R.  Brush,  W.  Charman, 
C.  R.  Glynn,  J.  Hendry,  R.  G.  McNutt,  W.  S.  Pitzer,  C.  J.  Roberts.  16— A. 
C.  Brown,  H.  R.  Living,  W.  T.  Mathews,  E.  A.  Olver,  J.  E.  Stiff,  A.  J. 
Turcotte.  18 — C.  Baker,  W.  A.  Holland,  B.  Myers,  W.  F.  Pearson.  19— 
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C.  Brown,  H.  A.  George,  W.  Kerr,  G.  W.  O'Brien,  W.  C.  Ruddle.  20— C. 
Davies,  P.  Francis,  F.  L.  Ginn,  R.  C.  Moffat,  C.  J.  Sharpe.  22— W.  W. 
Bradley,  A.  Gray.  23— W.  R.  Munn,  F.  Tyrell.  24— A.  S.  Allan,  G.  McA. 
Annand,  J.  B.  Dunlop,  C.  N.  Greenwood,  B.  E.  Niles,  W.  M.  Rosamond,  A. 
P.  Schmidt,  J.  Semple.  26— W.  Grant,  H.  Gray,  J.  S.  Shurie,  G.  Sprentall. 
27— R.  H.  Bull,  H.  Butler,  H.  Feighen,  H.  S.  Kennedy,  P.  A.  Jackson,  A. 
McCall,  H.  Myler,  W.  L.  Somerville,  M.  S.  Walker,  W.  Whipps.  28— S.  J. 
Babe,  F.  Chappell,  F.  P.  Guscott,  J.  Haxton,  C.  C.  Stenhouse,  F.  A.  Wood. 
29— W.  C.  Dell,  W.  J.  Griffith.  30— L.  M.  Mabee,  M.  G.  Nicholson,  J.  H. 
Vrooman.  31 — G.  A.  Arthurs,  J.  M.  Branscombe,  H.  D.  Cleminson,  0. 
Jones,  B.  Ryckman.  32 — J.  A.  Carrick,  G.  H.  Nichol,  J.  J.  McFadyen,  A.  E. 
Wilson,  Q.  A.  Wight.  34— G.  F.  Dewar,  M.  D.  Morrison,  C.  M.  G.  Smith, 
G.  H.  Tompkins,  E.  G.  Turnbull,  R.  J.  Spratt,  G.  E.  Webb.  35— L.  D.  Agg. 
36— R.  S.  Cotton,  R.  G.  Cottrell,  W.  R.  Dale,  J.  D.  Fanning,  F.  L.  Finnie, 
G.  A.  Gillespie,  E.  H.  Jaquith,  C.  B.  Merritt,  J.  E.  Pollard,  E.  M.  Turner. 
37— R.  Harness,  J.  J.  Jeffrey,  R.  M.  Wade.  40— A.  D.  Anderson,  C.  R. 
Barber,  G.  Collett,  A.  R.  Clough,  R.  Fitzpatrick,  A.  Grant,  J.  Johnston, 
J.  P.  H.  Mahoney,  W.  Salmon,  J.  G.  Taylor,  J.  R.  Wilkinson.  41— J.  D. 
Flanders,  A.  Morrison.  46 — C.  E.  Mayle,  J.  C.  O'Connor,  R.  G.  Sanderson. 
47— C.  E.  Merilus,  B.  Padbury,  C.  Tomlinson.  48— C.  R.  Gummow,  S.  L. 
Stover,  L.  A.  Yarwood.  53— J.  T.  Bishop.  54— H.  S.  Beatty,  H.  E.  Berry, 
G.  J.  Coulter,  J.  Jackson,  J.  C.  Langs,  W.  U.  Latornell,  J.  F.  MacBain,  R. 
G.  McCully,  M.  J.  McLellan,  L.  B.  Sifton,  G.  R.  Thurling.  56— J.  James. 
57— W.  A.  Hicks,  R.  J.  Richardson.  59— J.  N.  Flemming,  P.  Northcott,  P. 
Stymest.  61— G.  Etherington,  W.  R.  Pierce.  62— J.  W.  M.  Cousins,  A.  B. 
Dalby.  64— N.  A.  Batcheldcr,  L.  B.  Spencer,  G.  A.  Willson.  65— D.  M. 
Anderson,  W.  B.  Peace,  J.  S.  Thomson.  66— C.  Aberhardt,  J.  G.  Mullin,  R. 
Winter.  67— J.  H.  Weppler.  71— P.  D.  Waldron,  H.  A.  Wright.  72— J. 
Lloyd,  P.  E.  McKee.  73— K.  Grey.  74— E.  R.  McNeil.  75— M.  A.  Campbell. 
76— R.  P.  E.  Andrews,  F.  Milier.  77— W.  H.  Baddeley,  J.  Brennand,  C.  S. 
Clayton,  H.  Dutton,  A.  Y.  Grant,  R.  Lewis,  H.  McMaster,  H.  G.  Morte- 
more,  R.  Parker,  R.  Paterson,  R.  Patterson,  R.  E.  Pribble,  S.  W.  Tun- 
bridge.  78— J.  O.  Brazell.  80— P.  A.  Bowen,  K.  M.  Cameron,  J.  M.  Ed- 
wards, K.  P.  Fogle,  L.  J.  Fulmer,  S.  L.  Hamilton,  E.  H.  Hayward,  G.  W. 
Howieson,  W.  S.  Hull,  R.  G.  Israel,  F.  H.  Joyce,  A.  E.  McGillvray,  A. 
Morrill,  C.  E.  Park,  V.  J.  Smith.  81— T.  L.  Barnecott,  G.  Craik.  82--J.  C. 
K.  Brydon,  A.  P.  Freed,  D.  R.  Harrison,  W.  P.  Hoffman,  H.  R.  Huffman, 

D.  Stewart.  83— A.  T.  Howard,  A.  W.  McGillvray.  84— A.  E.  Coling,  W.  H. 
Gurney,  W.  H.  Hayes,  G.  H.  Ross,  M.  W.  Telfer.  88— W.  H.  Wickens,  E. 
Worth,  A.  A.  Wright.  90— A.  Doull,  W.  P.  Hoffman,  C.  E.  Letman.  91— 
W.  H.  Darling,  J.  DeShane,  F.  R.  Funk,  G.  J.  Hambly,  H.  R.  Hickman,  W. 
McC.  Holtby,  J.  J.  Leslie,  J.  H.  Nichols,  J.  L.  Wetlauffer,  W.  Woan.  94— 
R.  J.  Burn,  J.  L.  Campbell,  R.  Cotton,  W.  A.  Graham,  C.  R.  Hart,  H.  W, 
Horner,  L.  B.  Hortle,  J.  D.  Huskin,  W.  B.  Swanton,  F.  W.  Thompson,  F. 
R.  Wilford.  95— K.  S.  Clarke,  F.  W.  Fleming,  R.  Jack,  P.  S.  Lane,  W. 
Lipscombe,  R.  S.  Mitchell,  J.  Plaunt,  F.  B.  Ross.  100— H.  W.  Gilhooley,  J. 
L.  Owen.  102— E.  L.  Hall,  E.  Hirst,  J.  A.  McPhail,  W.  Marshall,  H.  C. 
Shipman,  P.  A.  Stein,  S.  G.  Stone.  103— A.  Earchman,  J.  Falby,  J.  E. 
Hughes,  J.  H.  Owen,  A.  J.  Parr,  W.  Rye,  J.  A.  Smith.  104— F.  McCraney. 
110— G.  A.  Dawe,  J.  C.  Dixon,  F.  H.  Moore.  112— M.  Durant,  G.  C.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  E.  H.  Robertson.  113— N.  Campbell,  H.  C.  McLean.  114— W.  T. 
Hand.  115 — W.  Finlayson,  J.  W.  Henderson,  J.  M.  Johansen,  R.  Thomson. 
116— E.  Reynolds.  117—0.  Hamilton,  J.  E.  Hett,  R.  C.  Luckhart,  C.  D. 
MacDonald,  H.  Nyberg,  W.  S.  Radforth,  Ernest  Tailby.  119— W.  M.  W. 
Hairsine,  A.  E.  Law,  R.  M.  Mayhew.  130 — J.  A.  Macaulay,  O.  Stephenson, 
B.  W.  Wilson.  131— T.  P.  Jones,  F.  W.  Tuffnell.  132— R.  S.  Cotton,  H.  F. 
Ward.  133— W.  C.  Brian,  D.  E.  Craig,  J.  Jamieson,  H.  B.  Kidd,  M.  Lavell, 
J.  G.  Maxwell,  J.  L.  Pullen,  J.  Shane.  135— D.  Evans,  J.  W.  Gould,  J.  E. 
Madell,  G.  W.  Slack.  138— W.  Agnew,  W.  Harris,  T.  W.  Hughes,  C.  W. 
Luff,  W.  H.  McMillan,  W.  J.  Pickerell,  F.  W.  Reeves,  J.  E.  Rogerson,  F. 
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B.  Sinclair,  E.  A.  Snell.  140— J.  G.  Biggs,  J.  A.  Brown,  J.  H.  Hearn,  J.  W. 
Looney,  J.  A.  McLean.   143 — J.  Armstrong*.   144 — O.  L.  Morrow.   145 — 

C.  L.  Carson,  N.  Guthrie,  G.  W.  Slack,  A.  W.  Miles,  C.  A.  E.  Wass, 
B.  F.  Selby,  F.  E.  Proctor,  W.  Roulston,  A.  A.  Beeching,  W.  H.  Nixon, 
W.  G.  Reilly.  146— R.  Channey,  J.  D.  Hood.  148— E.  G.  Wilson.  149— 
R.  G.  Croome.  150— W.  W.  Evans,  C.  M.  Linnell,  E.  M.  McLean,  R. 
S.  Pollard,  W.  H.  Richardson,  H.  D.  Rodwell,  L.  A.  Steele.  151— A.  M. 
Acheson.  152— C.  R.  Fitch,  J.  S.  M.  Sinclair.  153— K.  E.  Andrews,  G.  W. 
Arnold,  L.  G.  McNiece,  J.  J.  Roebuck.  155— H.  K.  Begg,  W.  Davies,  A.  L. 
Speers.  161— F.  Curry,  T.  F.  Groves,  N.  A.  Kilpatrick,  D.  Moore.  163— A. 
A.  Brown,  D.  B.  McCunn,  H.  M.  Wright.  164— J.  H.  Becker,  D.  J.  Mc- 
Donald. 167— A.  D.  Fairhurst,  H.  W.  Merkley,  J.  Moses,  H.  M.  Warnock. 
168— F.  E.  Whitton,  S.  H.  Neale,  G.  S.  Reynolds.  169— A.  Clarke.  175— H. 
R.  Barrett,  G.  L.  Facey,  O.  W.  Niermiere.  185— A.  Aziz,  J.  F.  Dale,  J.  D. 
A.  Lowery,  A.  Makeson,  A.  E.  Mills,  A.  Odgers,  C.  J.  Patterson,  A.  W. 
Whan.  195— J.  E.  Archdekin,  C.  0.  Carscadden.  198— W.  B.  Bugden.  205— 
G.  Brownlee,  W.  A.  Gilmore,  J.  R.  Smith.  210 — A.  Walker,  J.  Armstrong, 
E.  L.  Laselle.  212—1.  Benjamin,  E.  Fine.  213— R.  S.  Anderson,  F.  Jack- 
son. 214— C.  Loosemore,  M.  McKay.  215— M.  Willerton.  219— T.  Gilli- 
brand,  C.  E.  Morgan.  220— M.  H.  Bryce,  J.  W.  Lyons,  W.  E.  Mason,  J.  H. 
V.  Portch.  222— C.  Webster.  223— D.  J.  Marshall,  J.  Morgan.  225— C.  W. 
Lewis,  E.  S.  Calder,  A.  Wilson.  226 — F.  Hutchinson.  227— C.  R.  Holway, 
R.  D.  White,  J.  M.  Wilson.  230— O.  R.  Church,  W.  N.  Hillis.  231— W.  J. 
Milson.  232— C.  R.  Harris.  233— R.  H.  Jones.  234— E.  V.  McCormack. 
236— H.  R.  Howden,  A.  C.  Phipps.  238— P.  F.  Cockett,  F.  C.  Loughrey, 
W.  H.  Mires.  241— E.  G.  McCracken.  242—0.  Kennedy.  243— L.  0.  Jones. 
245-^J.  Mills.  246—0.  H.  Sloan.  248— J.  G.  Etherinton,  R.  H.  Laughlin. 
249— G.  White.  250— T.  Duncan,  J.  Wilkes.  251— J.  Wiggins.  252— H.  A. 
Mustard.  254— H.  T.  Brumfitt,  A.  Pearson.  255— D.  F.  Gibson,  W.  A. 
Holland,  D.  E.  Taylor.  256— H.  W.  Challand.  257— S.  J.  Boyce. 

"God's  finger  couched  them  and  they  slipped  away, 
From  earth's  dark  shadows  to  a  brighter  day." 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  FOR  DISTINGUISHED 

SERVICE  MEDAL 

To  The  Most  Excellent,  The  Grand  Zerubbabel,  Officers  and  Members  of 
The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions : 

The  Committee  on  Awards  for  the  Distinguished  Service  Medal  beg 
leave  to  report  that  there  were  no  applications  for  this  award,  in  conse- 
quence there  is  nothing  to  report. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

R.  V.  CONOVER,  P.G.Z.,  Chairman. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  R.  V.  Conover,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  on  Award  for  the  Distinguished  Service 
Medal  be  received. 

COMMITTEE  ON  AWARDS  FOR  DISTINGUISHED 

SERVICE  MEDAL 

The  following  Companions  comprise  the  Committee  on  Awards  for 
the  Distinguished  Service  Medal,  for  Grand  Chapter  for  their  respective 
terms: 

M.  EX.  COMP.  R.  V.  CONOVER,  1959,  Chairman 
M.  EX.  COMP  J.  M.  BURDEN,  1958. 
M.  EX.  COMP.  C    M.  PITTS,  1960. 
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GRAND  CHAPTER  "CALLED  OFF" 

Grand  Chapter  was  "Called  Of"  at  4.30  o'clock  p.m.  to  permit  the 
Delegates  to  select  their  Grand  Superintendents  and  elect  the  Officers  of 
Grand  Chapter  for  the  ensuing  year  and  the  next  place  of  meeting. 

THURSDAY,  APRIL  25,  1957 

Grand  Chapter  was  "Called  On"  at  9.30  o'clock  a.m. 

ELECTION  REPORT 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney,  Chairman,  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A. 
Prince,  Vice-Chairman,  presented  the  results  of  the  Election  as  follows: 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A,  Searle  Grand  Z. 

No  election  for  the  office  of  Grand  H. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Emmett Grand  J. 

Ex.  Comp.  Rev.  Harold  W.  Pointen Grand  Chaplain 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  D.  Dean Grand  Treasurer 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

Ex.  Comp.  Basil  C.  Damude Grand  Scribe  N. 

Ex.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Morgan Grand  Principal  Soj. 

Ex.  Comp.  William  H.  Meldrum Grand  Registrar 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Elected 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Girven 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Carl  Ackert 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Benjamin  Scott 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  F.  Tannahill 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Phillips  Jr. 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

The  nominations  for  Gr-ind  Superintendents  were  submitted  to  the 
Most  Excellent  the  Grand  Z.,  who  was  pleased  to  approve,  and  the  fol- 
lowing selections   were   confirmed: 
St.  Clair  District  No.  1 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Peter  Leslie  Lalonde,  Muirkirk,  Ont. 
London  District  No.  2 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Ratz,  R.R.  No.  2,  Dashwood,  Ont. 
Wilson  District  No.  3 

R.  Ex.  Ccmp.  William  Johnston,  81  Orchard  Avenue,  Simcoe,  Ont. 
Wellington  District  No.  4 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  William  Frey,  80  Forest  Street,  Guelph,  Ont. 
Hamilton  District  Hfo.  5 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Albert  Atkinson,  104  Roxborough  Ave.,  Hamilton, 
Ont. 
Huron  District  No.  6 

R.    Ex.   Comp.   James   Wellington    Crich,   Tuckersmith,   R.R.    No.   4, 
Clinton,  Ont. 
Niagara  District  No.  7 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Oldfield,  Vinemount  P.O.,  Ont. 
Toronto  East  District  No.  8 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Fred  Schytte,  109  Yonge  Blvd.,  Toronto  12,  Ont. 
Toronto  West  District  No.  8A 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Robert  Sheard,  19  Meadow  Lane  Ave.,  Downs- 
view,  Ont. 
Georgian  District  No.  9 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Ross  Parrott,  261  Midland  Ave.,  Box  145,  Midland, 
Ont. 
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Ontario  District  No.  10 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lawrence  Arthur  Gilkinson,  2  Wellington  St.,  Lindsay, 
Ont. 
Prince  Edward  District  No.  11 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Albert  Batt,  16  Holloway  St.,  Belleville,  Ont. 
St.  Lawrence  District  No.  12 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  McWhirter  Armstrong,  30  First  St.  W.,  Corn- 
wall, Ont 
Ottawa  District  No.  13 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Roderick  Ferguson  Fraser,  P.O.  Box  278,  Renfrew,  Ont. 
Algoma  District  No.  14 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  David  Harcus,  1523  Walsh  St.,  Fort  William,  Ont. 
New  Ontario  District  No.  15 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Percival  Stanley  Jannison,  633  Albert  St.,  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,   Ont. 
Temiskaming  District  No.  16 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Howard  Thurlow  Beaton,  Iroquois  Falls  (Twin  Falls), 
Ont. 
Yukon  Territory  District  No.  17 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  A.  Claude  Gunton,  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

NEXT  PLACE  OF  MEETING 
The  One  Hundredth  Annual  Convocation  will  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Toronto,  Ontario,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  April  28  and  29,  1958,  com- 
mencing at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  as  per  Section  20  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

There  being  no  election  for  the  office  of  Grand  H.,  the  Grand  Z.  an- 
nounced that  at  precisely  10  a.m.  another  vote  would  be  held  in  the 
Reception  Room  on  the  17th  floor  of  the  King  Edward  Hotel  for  which 
purpose  the  Grand  Z.  Called  Off  Grand  Chapter  for  a  period  of  15 
minutes. 

Grand  Chapter  Called  On. 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  \IcElhinney,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers,  reported 
that  for  the  office  of  Grand  H.  no  election.  The  Grand  Z.  Called  Off  Grand 
Chapter  for  another  period  of  15  minutes.  Grand  Chapter  Called  On. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney,  Chairman  of  Scrutineers,  reported  that 
for  the  Office  of  Grand  H.  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bruce  H.  Smith  had  received  the 
necessary  majority. 

The  Grand  Z.  thanked  R.  Ex.  Comp.  McElhinney  and  his  Committee 
for  their  assistance  in  the  election  of  Grand  Chapter  Officers  for  the 
1957-58  period. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION 
AND  INSTRUCTION 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Members  of 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 

Your  Committee  on  Education  and  Instructions  beg  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

During  the  year  two  meetings  of  the  Committee  were  held  to  revise 
the  various  papers  on  instructions  issued  to  the  Grand  Superintendents 
and  resulted  in  a  revision  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  prepared 
for  distribution. 

A  year  ago  the  Committee  recommended  the  holding  of  a  panel  dis- 
cussion on  Royal  Arch  Masonry  to  be  held  at  this  Convocation,  but  after 
due  consideration  your  Committee  decided  that  time  would  not  permit 
proper  demonstration  at  this  meeting. 

The  Committee  suggested  additional  books  for  the  Grand  Chapter 
Library.  The  Grand  Z.  appointed  a  Sub-Committee  composed  of  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  J.  Lewis  and  myself.  The  follow- 
ing books  were  purchased  and  have  been  placed  in  the  Library: 
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Three  volumes,  "The  History  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,"  written  by 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Ray  V.  Denslow  of  Missouri,  U.S.A.;  one  volume,  "New 
Edition  Freemasons  Guide  and  Compendium,"  by  Bernard  E.  Jones,  Lon- 
don, England. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  J.  Lewis 
John  A.  M.  Taylor,  Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  and  — 

Resolved — That  the  Report  on  Education  and  Instruction  be  received 
and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 
OF  MEMBERSHIP 

To   The  Most  Excellent   Grand  First   Principal   and  Officers   and 
Companions  of  Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions : 

In  submitting  the  following  report  on  behalf  of  the  Membership 
Committee  may  we  first  express  our  deep  appreciation  for  the  guidance, 
co-operation  and  assistance  shown  this  Committee  by  all  members  of 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  enthusiastic  reception  your  Committee  has  re- 
ceived from  all  the  Constituent  Chapters. 

During  the  past  year  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  carry  on  the  pro- 
gramme instituted  by  the  previous  Committee  on  Membership  and  in 
doing  this  find  it  a  most  pleasant  experience  to  report  to  the  Most  Excel- 
lent the  Grand  First  Principal  an  increase  once  again  in  our  membership. 
The  following  statistical  report  shows  quite  clearly  that  every  Chap- 
ter is  fully  cognizant  of  the  importance  of  bringing  new  members  to  our 
ranks.  We  also  feel  that  many  Chapters  have  thoroughly  gone  into  the 
question  of  membership  and  have  checked  the  authenticity  of  their 
records,  and  as  a  result  feel  that  the  figure  of  22,434  is  a  true  total. 

Your  Committee  is  desirous  at  this  time  of  expressing  their  deepest 
sympathy  to  all  Constituent  Chapters  who  suffered  loss  by  deaths  in  the 
past  year.  It  is  most  regretable  to  note  that  in  1956  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
suffered  the  greatest  loss  since  1951  in  the  total  of  494  deaths. 
"Beautiful  life  is  that  whose  span 
Is  spent  in  duty  to  God  and  man. 
Beautiful  calm  when  the  course  is  run, 
Beautiful  death  with  a  life  well  done." 

STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  MEMBERSHIP  FOR  FIVE  YEARS 
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Your  Committee  was  unanimous  in  its  feeling  that  we  should  offer 
at  this  time  a  few  suggestions  which  have  proven  successful  in  meeting 
the  problem  of  getting  new  members.  To  this  end,  the  questionnaire  set 
out  below  was  mailed  to  all  Chapters  and  as  a  result  the  following  infor- 
mation  was   compiled. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

Name  of  Chapter No. 

First  Principal's   Name Address 

Second  Principal's  Name Address 

Third  Principal's  Name Address 

Total  membership  December  31,  1955 

New  members  as  of  October  31,  1956 

Appplications  or   hand 

Total  new  members  expected  for  year  1956 

Was  the  suggestion  of  the  Membership  Committee  as  outlined  in 

our  letter  of  March,  1956,  adopted? 

If  so,  has  it  worked  satisfactory  in  your  Chapter? 

Was  there  an  active  Membership  Committee  in  your  Chapter 

prior  to  above  suggestion  being  submitted? 

Is  there  an  active  Membership  Committee  in  your  Chapter  at 

present?    

If  so,  please  give  name  and  address  of  present  Chairman 

Have  the  Principals  and  Officers  of  your  Chapter  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  suggestion  of  the  Membership  Committee 
of  Grand  Chapter? 

What  suggestions  can  you  offer  that  will  enable  the  Membership 
Committee  of  Grand  Chapter  to  be  more  efficient? 

Remarks : 


RESULTS  OF  SURVEY 

(a)  Number  of   Chapters  contacted — 156. 

(b)  Number  of  questionnaires  completed  and  returned — 69  or  44%. 

(c)  Chapters  adopting  suggestion  of  a  10%  increase — 55%. 

(d)  Of  the  55%,  41%  of  the  Chapters  obtained  at  least  70%  of  then- 
respective  goal. 

(e)  A  distinct  Membership  Committee  required  to  make  quarterly  reports 
of  their  progress  to  the  Chapter  is  an  advantage. 

(f)  That  the  Grand  Superintendents,  the  Grand  Lecturer,  and  the  Mem- 
bership Committee  can  make  a  marked  contribution  to  the  Chapters 
by  the  way  of  pamphlets,  statistical  figures  re  Chapter  membership, 
addresses  both  in  the  Chapter  room  and  at  the  banquet  hour,  and  a 
greater  use  of  the  brochures  made  available  by  Grand  Chapter. 

(g)  That  all  Chapters  be  furnished  immediately  following  Grand  Chapter 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Special  Membership  Committee 
along  with  a  letter  requesting  the  Excellent  First  Principals  to  ar- 
range to  discuss  as  early  as  possible  the  proceedings  of  Grand 
Chapter. 

CHAPTER   PROPER 

Too  much  emphasis  cannot  be  placed  on  the  great  responsibility  that 
falls  upon  Chapter  officers  and  its  members  in  regard  to  new  members. 
We  are  constantly  reminded  that  the  first  impression  of  the  candidate  is 
a  lasting  one  and  we  must  all  strive  to  discharge  our  respective  duties 
with  dignity  and  decorum. 

It  has  been  quite  evident  to  your  Committee  during  our  visits  to  the 
various   Chapters   that  where   a   Chapter   is   opened   promptly   and   the 
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degree  work  discharged  with  despatch  according  to  the  ritual,  enthusiasm 
runs  high  and  the  question  of  getting  new  members  is  not  serious. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  McFadyen 
J.   F.   Boucher 
A.   V.   Roy 
C.  A.  Larsen 
W.  L.  Young 
J.  E.  Davidson 
C.  W.  Emmett,  Chairman. 
It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Membership 
be  received  and  adopted. 

GRAND  HISTORIAN   ELECTED 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
M.  A.  Searle,  and — 

Resolved — That  M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  be  elected  Grand  His- 
torian. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  GRIEVANCES 
AND  APPEALS 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Companions 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

It  is  with  distinct  pleasure  your  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Ap- 
peals beg  to  report  that  all  has  been  harmonious  within  our  Jurisdiction 
during  the  past  year. 

However,  one  matter  of  moment  has  to  be  completed  by  Grand 
Chapter. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  at  the  Convocation  of  Grand  Chapter  in 
April,  1955,  it  was  necessary  for  this  Committee  to  recommend  the  ex- 
pulsion Of  a  person  who  had  been  accepted  and  made  a  Companion  of  a 
Chapter  in  this  jurisdiction  although  he  was  not  a  member  of  a  Masonic 
Lodge  either  of  this  jurisdiction  or  of  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Masonic  Com- 
munication with  our  Grand  Lodge,  so  was  considered  a  Clandestine  Mason 
and  Ms  expulsion  was  approved. 

This  person  has  since  joined  a  Masonic  Lodge  in  this  Jurisdiction 
and  his  application  for  restoration  in  the  Chapter  concerned  carried  out 
as  required  by  our  Constitution,  so  this  Committee  recommended  his 
restoration  in  the  Chapter  by  our  Grand  First  Principal  and  we  now  ask 
the  approval  of  Grand  Chapter  on  the  action  of  the  Grand  First  Principal 
and  this  Committee,  and  so  bring  to  a  happy  conclusion  an  unpleasant 
and  unfortunate  occurrence. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw 

John  M.  Burden 

R.  V.  Conover,  P.G.Z. 

It  was  moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  Ex. 
Comp.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Grievances  and 
Appeals  be  received  and  adopted. 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATIONS 

To  The  Most  Excellent  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Members  of 

The  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions-. 

Due  to  the  regrettable  serious  illness  of  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S. 
Gooderham,  and  upon  instructions  of  Most  Excellent  Companion  John  L. 
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House,  I  assumed  chairmanship  pro  tern  of  this  important  Committee.  I 
am  pleased  to  report  excellent  progress  in  that  complete  arrangements 
for  the  Centennial  celebration  have  been  made  with  the  Convention 
Manager  of  the  Royal  York  Hotel. 

The  Centennial  will  be  held  from  Saturday,  April  26,  to  Tuesday, 
April  29,  1958.  A  complete  program  has  been  prepared  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  Committee,  is  most  fitting  for  this  important  historical 
event.  The  Grand  First  Principal  has  already  forwarded  invitations  to  our 
sister  jurisdictions  overseas,  namely,  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England;  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of 
Scotland;  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Ireland;  and  the  following  Grand 
Chapters  of  Australia,  namely,  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria; 
Supreme  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Queensland;  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Western  Australia;  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  New  South  Wales;  also,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  New  Zealand;  and  finally,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  of  England  and  Wales. 

Sub-committees  with  chairmen  have  been  set  up  and  are  functioning 
as  follows: 

Reception — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Bert  Biggs 
Hotel  Arrangements — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  J.  Lewis 
Speakers  and  Entertainment — Grand  Council  and  Past  Grand  Z's 
Centennial  Badges  and  Favours — V.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Brooks 
Sale  of  Tickets— V.  Ex,  Comp.  William  E.  Pomeroy 
Grand  "Z's"  Dinner — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Mackie 

Sunday  Afternoon  Special  Event— Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Emmett 
Thanksgiving  Divine  Service,  Sunday  night — V.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  Hearn 

and  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden 
Grand  Chapter  Banquet — V.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Shaw 
Special  Guests  Committee — M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts 
Publicity  Committee — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Lester  Jackson 
Centennial   Finance   Committee — M.   Ex.   Comp.   Fred   W.   Dean,   Grand 

Treasurer 
Ladies'  Committee — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  Charles  Parker 
Printing  Committee — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  F.  Tannahill 
Co-Chairman — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  Donald  Calder 
Secretary — Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  W.  Woodland 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  foregoing  Chairmen  of  Sub-committees  are 
from  the  two  Toronto  Districts.  This  was  felt  advisable  due  to  the  neces- 
sity of  regular  meetings  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  tremendous 
amount  of  planning  required  to  insure  a  most  successful  Centennial  cele- 
bration would  naturally  centre  around  the  Toronto  area.  The  Grand 
Superintendents  of  the  various  district  will,  however,  be  added  to  the 
present  Publicity  Committee. 

Your  Committee  suggests  that  if  this  celebration  is  to  have  the  suc- 
cess it  rightfully  deserves,  it  must  have  the  complete  co-operation  and 
support  of  all  Companions  in  our  Grand  Jurisdiction,  which,  of  course, 
can  best  be  exemplified  by  a  large  attendance  at  Grand  Chapter  in  April 
of  1958. 

Chapters  will,  during  the  forthcoming  year,  be  kept  advised  of  the 
progress  of  the  Centennial  celebrations,  and  it  is  our  intention  to  ac- 
quaint all  with  the  complete  program  no  later  than  October  1  of  this 
year,  in  the  hope  that  they  will  feature  it  in  every  monthly  summons. 

Your  Committee  is  fuily  seized  with  the  importance  of  its  responsi- 
bilities and   will   labour  earnestly  to  make   the   forthcoming   Centennial 


94  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

celebration  an  outstanding  event  in  the  long  and  glorious  history  of  our 
Grand  Chapter. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

M.  A.  Searle, 

Chairman,  pro  tern. 
It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  seconded  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  report  on  the  Centennial  Celebration  be  received 
and  adopted. 

MOTIONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean  presented  an  amendment  to  Section  140: 

"For  every  member  of  a  Chapter,  payable  semiannually  on  the  30th 
day  of  June  and  the  Slst  day  of  December  in  each  year  except  the  first 
year  of  the  organization  of  the  Chapter,  50  cents." 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
Fred  W.  Dean,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  amendment  be  adopted  as  read. 

NOTE — Subsequent  and  after  his  installation  the  Grand  Z.  issued  in- 
structions to  the  Grand  Scribe  E.  and  all  First  Principals  of  our  Chapters 
that  this  amendment  was  not  to  be  levied,  as  it  did  not  pass  with  the 
necessary  two-thirds  majority. 

M,  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover  presented  amendments  to  Sections  19 
and  135. 

Section  19 — by  adding  a  paragraph  (a) — There  shall  be  an  Archivist 
of  Grand  Chapter  elected  annually  by  open  vote  who  shall  hold  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  Grand  Chapter.  The  Grand  Archivist  shall  be  the 
Chairman  of  the  Archive  Committee. 

Section  135 — by  adding  a  paragraph  (a) — The  Archive  Committee  of 
Grand  Chapter  shall  consist  of  the  Grand  Archivist,  the  Grand  Historian, 
the  Grand  Scribe  E.,  who  shall  be  Secretary  of  the  Committee,  and  two 
members  to  be  elected  annually  by  open  vote  of  Grand  Chapter.  Grand 
Chapter  shall  provide  safekeeping  for  all  archive  material.  The  Archive 
Committee  shall  collect  by  loan,  gift,  purchase  or  other  means,  docu- 
ments, manuscripts,  pamphlets,  records,  rituals,  proceedings  or  other 
materials  of  historical  interest.  The  Archive  Committee  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  the  preservation,  safe  custody,  copying,  duplicating  of  such 
historical  material  as  Grand  Chapter  may  direct.  Access  to  material  in 
the  custody  of  the  Archive  Committee  shall  be  by  direction  of  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Grand  First  Principal.  The  Archive  Committee  shall 
make  an  annual  report  to  the  Grand  Executive  and  to  Grand  Chapter. 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  M.  Ex.  Comp. 
R.  V.  Conover,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  amendments  be  adopted  as  read. 

HONORARY   RANK 

Pursuant  to  notice  of  motion  given  in  accordance  with  Section  87  of 
the  Constitution  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  C.  B.  Parker,  and  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada,  a  motion  was  made  that  in  recognition  of  ser- 
vices rendered,  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada 
confer  upoYi  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham  the  Honorary  rank  of  a 
Past  Grand  First  Principal. 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp. 
M.  A.  Searle,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Waiver  of  Section  20. 

Moved  by  M.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle,  seconded  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  B. 
H.  Smith,  that  Section  20  of  the  Constitution  be  waived  to  change  the 
days  of  holding  the  100th  Convocation  to  April  26-29,  1958. 

Resolved — That  the  foregoing  be  adopted  as  read. 
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COMMUNICATIONS  AND  GREETINGS 

Letters,  etc.  were  received  conveying  greetings  and  expressing 
regrets  for  non-attendance  from: 

Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  British  Columbia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  G.  M.  Harman,  G.Z. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Manitoba — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  A.  J.  West,  G.Z. 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Hurd  F.  Reynolds,  G.Z. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Nova  Scotia — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  V.  Hogan,  G.Z. 
Grand  Chapter  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Delaware — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  E.  Green,  G.H.P. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Maine,  Royal  Arch  Masons — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Russell  O.  Spencer,  G.H.P. 
Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  of  the  State  of  Ohio — - 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Henry  Gruen,  Grand  Secretary,  P.G.H.P. 
The  General  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Tom  Q.  Ellis,  G.G.H.P. 

M.   Ex.   Comp.   Roscoe   R.   Walcutt,    General    Grand    Secretary, 
P.G.G.H.P. 
Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  State  of  Vermont — 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Wesley  Murdock  Sr.,  G.H.P. 
The  Sovereign  Great  Privy  of  Canada — 

M.  Ex.  Grand  Master  Dr.  Perry  S.  Cochrane,  P.G.H.P. 
Grand  Imperial  Conclave  of  Canada,  Red  Cross  of  Constantine — 

M.  111.  Grand  Sov.  Melbourne  R.  Chappell,  P.G.H.P. 
Grand  Lodge  A.F.  &  A.  M.  of  Canada,  in  the  Province  of  Ontario — 

M.  Wor.  Bro.  and  Comp.  William  L.  Wright,  Grand  Master 

OFFICERS  INSTALLED  AND  INVESTED 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden  installed  and  invested  the  newly 
elected  officers  of  Grand  Chapter,  including  the  Grand  Superintendents 
of  the  several  Districts,  and  they  were  proclaimed  and  saluted  accoring  to 
ancient  custom. 

It  was  moved  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  B.  H.  Smith,  seconded  by  R.  Ex. 
Comp.  C.  W.  Emmett,  and — 

Resolved — That  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  be  extended  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Woodland  and  his 
Committee  (Credential),  to  R.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  N.  McElhinney  and  his  Com- 
mittee (Scrutineers),  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reg.  Lewis  and  his  Committee  (On 
Arrangements).  These  Companions  work  long  and  faithfully  and  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties  left  nothing  to  be 
desired,  to  the  Installing  Board  under  the  direction  of  M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M. 
Burden  we  salute  you  for  a  job  well  done. 

APPRECIATION  AND  CLOSING  REMARKS  OF  THE 
NEWLY  INSTALLED  GRAND  FIRST  PRINCIPAL 

Companions : 

Notwithstanding  that  you  are  all  anxious  to  return  to  your  respec- 
tive homes  as  quickly  as  possible,  I  must  ask  your  indulgence  for  a  few 
moment  in  order  to  express  to  you  my  deep  feeling  of  gratitude  and  ap- 
precition  for  bestowing  upon  me  the  highest  gift  within  your  power.  I 
have  taken  a  most  solemn  vow  to  accept  and  discharge  the  great  re- 
sponsibilities of  this  Grand  Chapter  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability.  However,  my  feelings  are,  of  necessity,  of  a  mixed  nature, 
because  I  assume  the  duties  of  this  important  office  earlier  than  antici- 
pated, due  to  the  regrettable  illness  of  Rt,  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooder- 
ham.  He  has  served  our  Grand  Chapter  with  distinction  and  his  loss  is  a 


96  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

marked  one  to  us  all,  and  a  very  personal  one  to  myself.  I  am  extremely 
pleased  that  this  Grand  Chapter  has  taken  occasion  to  recognize  the 
splendid  contribution  made  by  him  over  the  years. 

1958  will  be  outstanding  in  our  history,  in  that  we  will  celebrate  our 
Centennial  year.  Because  of  it  I  recognize  the  tasks  which  lie  ahead,  but  I 
face  the  future  with  assurance  in  the  knowledge  that  I  have  the  complete 
confidence  and  co-operation  of  the  Companions  of  this  Grand  jurisdiction, 
and  espepcially  our  illustrious  group  of  Past  Grand  First  Principals.  May 
I  pay  particular  tribute  to  them  at  this  time,  also  convey  my  personal 
gratitude  for  the  friendship  they  have  shown  to  me  over  the  years,  but, 
above  all,  for  the  kindly  counsel  and  guidance  I  have  received  from  them. 
I  am  also  deeply  grateful  to  many  in  my  Chapter — The  St.  Patrick,  No. 
145,  as  well  as  many  members  of  Grand  Chapter.  Time,  however,  will  not 
permit  reference  to  them  as  individuals,  other  than  an  expression  of 
thanks  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  House,  whose  kindly  interest  has  fitted 
me  better  for  the  duties  I  have  assumed;  also  to  so  many  from  whom  I 
have  gained  courage  and  confidence,  particularly  Rt.  Ex.  Comp.  W.  J. 
Tow  and  V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Pomeroy,  both  of  The  St.  Patrick  Chap- 
ter. May  I,  furthermore,  express  to  Most  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden  my 
sincere  appreciation  for  his  capable  services  as  Director  of  the  Installation 
Ceremony. 

I  have  already  rededicated  myself  to  those  principles  and  tenets 
upon  which  our  institution  has  been  founded  and  built,  and  resolved  that  I 
will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  and  ability,  discharge  the  manifold  re- 
sponsibilities of  my  position  in  a  manner  worthy  of  my  predecessors,  in 
the  hope  that  at  the  completion  of  my  tenure  of  office  all  will  agree  that 
I  have  brought  further  honour  and  lustre  to  this  great  institution  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry,  and  reflected  credit  upon  your  choice.  However, 
may  I  charge  you  with  your  individual  responsibilities  to  this  Grand 
Chapter,  so  that  you  also  will  leave  here  today  with  a  firm  resolution  to 
put  forth  every  endeavour  in  all  phases  of  activity  of  the  Royal  Craft,  by 
which  alone  we  can  insure  a  Grand  Chapter  Centennial  fitting  of  the 
occasion.  May  the  Great  Jehovah  protect  and  bless  you  in  your  under- 
takings at  all  times. 

APPOINTED  TO  OFFICE 

The  following  appointments  have  been  made  by  Most  Ex.  Comp.  M. 
A.  Searle: 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE— Appointed 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Hearn, 

755  Danforth  Ave.,  Toronto,  Out. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lloyd  B.  Gillespie, 

410  Eden  Ave.,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  C.  Leith, 

27  South  Oval  Hamilton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Flintoff, 

513  Rogers  St.,  Oshawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Davidson, 

34  The  Drive,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 

ASSISTANT   OFFICERS— Appointed 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Reginald  A.  Lewis Grand  Lecturer 

421  St.  Clarens  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  M.  Otis Grand  Sr.  Sojourner 

121  Divadale  Drive,  Toronto  17,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  Wilson Grand  Jr.  Sojourner 

Listowel,  Ont.,  Box  388 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Freure Grand  Master  4th  Veil 

1  Spruce  St.,  Espanola,  Ont. 
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V.  Ex.  Comp.  Samuel  Bustard Grand  Master  3rd  Veil 

1496  Clarkson  Rd.  N.,  P.O.  Box  435,  Clarkson,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Elburne  Zeran  Grand  Master  2nd  Veil 

Box  101,  Napanee,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  P.  Hertel Grand  Master  1st  Veil 

558  Hamilton  St.,  Preston,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Walter  Hockney Grand  Sword  Bearer 

1542  Bruce  Ave.,  Windsor,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  H.  Pugh Grand  Standard  Bearer 

R.R.  No.  2,  King:  City,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Arthur  E.  Johnson Grand  Dr.  of  Ceremonies 

34  Boyton  Rd.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  John  L.  Orme Asst.  Grand  Dr.  of  Ceremonies 

P.O.  Box  329,  Kingston,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  David  S.  MacLachlan Grand  Organist 

113  Gorevale  Ave.    Toronto,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  James  B.  Lawrence Grand  Pursuivant 

121  Geraldine  Ave.,  Box  4,  R.  R.  No.  5,  London,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Quinton Grand  Steward 

Norman,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Nelson  A.  Wilkins Grand  Steward 

Box  1121,  Bowmanville,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Burton  M   Conron Grand  Steward 

537  Hurontario  St.,  Collingwood,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Martin Grand  Steward 

Timmins,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  George  I.  Smyth  Grand  Steward 

2258  Chilver  Rd.,  Windsor,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Hayes  Woodley Grand  Steward 

Alberton,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Herbert  T.  Down Grand  Steward 

London,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Austin  A.  Wright Grand  Steward 

Charlotte  St.,  Carleton  Place,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Grant  F.  Garrioch Grand  Steward 

Ottawa,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  William  G.  Chapman Grand  Steward 

1192  Buckle  St.,  London,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Dr.  H.  C.  Roos Grand  Steward 

2  John  St.,  Weston,  Ont. 

V.  Ex.  Comp.  Ross  Willet Grand  Steward 

Tillsonburg,  Ont. 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Chas.  M.  Porter Grand  Steward 

St.  Catharines,  Or.t. 
Comp.  Walter  Wakefield Grand  Outer  Guard 

84  Lindsay  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

The  labours  of  the  Annual  Convocation 
being  ended,  Grand  Chapter  was  closed  in 
Ample  Form  at  12.45  p.m.,  Toronto,  On- 
tario, Thursday,  April  25,  1957. 
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Tuesday  evening,  April  23,  1957,  the  Grand  Z.,  M.  Ex.  Comp.  John 
L.  House,  invited  his  Council,  Executive  Committee  and  Grand  Chapter 
Officers  to  a  dinner  in  the  Yellow  Room,  King  Edward  Hotel,  Toronto,  to 
honour  his  distinguished  guests.  At  the  same  time  Mrs.  John  L.  House 
entertained  the  wives  of  our  distinguished  guests  and  her  Committee 
with  a  dinner  in  the  Blue  Room,  King  Edward  Hotel.  Wednesday  evening, 
April  24,  1957,  the  Annual  Banquet  was  held  in  the  Crystal  Ballroom  of 
the  King  Edward  Hotel,  the  guest  speaker  being  the  Rt.  Rev.  F.  H. 
Wilkinson,  Lord  Bishop  of  Toronto.  His  address  was  most  inspiring  and 
was  very  pleasing  to  our  guest  and  all  present. 

We  were  entertained  throughout  the  banquet  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry 
Mossfield,  the  husband  a  fine  baritone,  his  wife  accompanied  at  the 
piano.  The  selection  of  songs  were  very  pleasing  and  well  received  by  the 
487   present. 

During  the  Convocation  our  Grand  Z.  called  upon  each  of  his  guests 
for  their  personal  observations  and  greetings.  Special  thanks  extended  to 
all  those  who  assisted  on  the  various  committees  and  made  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Convication  such  a  success. 

Numerous  letters  and  telegrams  of  congratulations  were  received 
from  our  friends  in  Canada  and  sister  Jurisdictions. 

An  item  of  interest  during  the  proceedings  was  the  presentation  of 
an  Honorary  Membership  Certificate  to  M.  Ex.  Comp.  M.  A.  Searle  from 
Cunningham  Chapter  No.  187  Grand  Chapter  of  Ohio,  Lakewood,  and  an 
invitation  to  visit  them  during  his  term  of  office. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— President 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Bruce  H.  Smith Grand  H. 

169  Dufferin  Ave.,  Belleville,  Ont. 

BY  VIRTUE  OF  OFFICE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Maurice  A.  Searle Grand  Z. 

Apt.  206,  111  Oriole  Parkway,  Toronto,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C Grand  Z.  1943-44 

126  Old  Orchard  Grove,  Toronto.  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Col.  R.  V.  Conover,  O.B.E. Grand  Z.  1945-46 

Box  717,  Brampton,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean  Grand  Treasurer,  Grand  Z.  1947-48 

244  Holton  Ave.  South,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Clarence  McLeod  Pitts Grand  Z.  1949-50 

Tiffany  Apts.,  P.O.  Box  374,  Ottawa,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Alexander  G.  N.  Bradshaw  Grand  Z.  1951-52 

655  Waterloo  St.,  London,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  A.  M.  Taylor Grand  Z.  1953-54 

R.R.  No.  1,  Hornby,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Loftus  House Grand  Z.  1955-56 

14  Pearson  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Melville  S.  Gooderham Hon.  Grand  Z.  1957 

244  Inglewood  Drive,  Toronto,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  W.  Emmett Grand  J. 

1310  Tecumseh  Park  Drive,  Port  Credit,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  J.  Johnson Grand  Scribe  E. 

400  Lake  Promenade,  Long  Branch,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Basil  C.  Damude Grand  Scribe  N. 

Aylmer,  Ont. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Honorary 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Benjamin  F.  Nott, 

North   Bay,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  S.  M.  Enouy, 

512  Brunswick  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE— Elected 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  E.  Girven, 

581  Weller  St.,  Peterborough,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  Carl  Ackert, 

1  Lincoln  Ave.,  Gait,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Ben  Scott, 

9  Prospect  St..  London,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Andrew  F.  Tannahill, 

Apt.  104,  780  Eglinton  Ave.  W.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  A.  Phillips  Jr., 

39  Daniel  St.,  Smiths  Falls,  Ont. 

EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE— Appointed 
V.  Ex.  Comp.  Joseph  A.  Hearn, 

755  Danforth  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lloyd  B.  Gillespie. 

410  Eden  Ave.,  Ottawa..  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  C.  Leith, 

27  South  Oval,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Harold  Flintoff, 

513  Rogers  St.,  Oshawa,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  Earl  Davidson, 

34  The  Drive,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 

BENEVOLENT  COMMITTEE 
(Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  Virtue  of  Office) 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  Frederick  W.  Dean, 

244  Holton  Ave.  S.,  Hamilton,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  DeForest  Charles  Patmore, 

10  Maple  Drive,  R.R.  No.  3,  Orillia,  Ont. 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  N.  McElhmney, 

69  Fuller  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont. 

GRAND    SUPERINTENDENTS 
(Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  by  Virtue  of  Office) 

SUB  COMMITTEES 

GRAND  Z's  ADDRESS 

M.  Ex.  Comps.  John  M.  Burden,  Q.C.  (Chairman),  R.  V.  Conover,  F.  W. 

Dean,  C.  M.  Pitts,  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw,  J.  A.  M.  Taylor,  J.  L.  House 

WARRANTS  AND  DISPENSATIONS 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  C.  M.  Pitts  (Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comps.  R.  F.  Fraser,  H.  A. 

F.  Schytte,  H.  T.  Beaton,  J.  W.  Crich 

PRINTING  AND  SUPPLIES 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  J.  C.  Leith  (Chairman),  G.  R.  Sheard,  B.  C.  Damude 

FINANCE 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  E.  Girven  (Chairman),  Grand  Council,  Past  Grand  Z's, 

Grand  Treasurer,  Chairman  of  Investments  and  Grand  Scribe  E. 

INVESTMENTS 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  F.  C.  Ackert  (Chairman),  Grand  Council,  Grand  Treasurer 

and  Grand  Scribe  E. 

BENEVOLENCE 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  Fred  W.  Dean    (Chairman),  R.  Ex.  Comps, 

R.  N.  McElhinney,  D.  C.  Patmore 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS 
M.  Ex.  Comps.  A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw  (Chairman),  J.  M.  Burden,  Q.C,  and 

R.  V.  Conover 
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CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  B.  S.  Scott  (Chairman),  D.  Harcus,  L.  A.  Gilkinson,  P.  L. 

Lalonde,  J.  A.  Atkinson,  J.  W.  Frey,  W.  H.  Meldrum 

CONSTITUTION,  LAWS  AND  JURISPRUDENCE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  M.  Burden,  Q.C. 

FRATERNAL  DEAD 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  L.  B.  Gillespie  (Chairman),  H.  W.  Pointen  (Vice-Chairman), 

R.  Ratz,  R.  McW.  Armstrong,  G.  A.  C.  Gunton 

FRATERNAL  CORRESPONDENCE 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  R.  V.  Conover 

MILEAGE  AND  PER  DIEM 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  George  A.  Phillips  and  J.  E.  Davidson 

EDUCATION   AND   INSTRUCTION 

M.  Ex.  Comp.  J.  A.  M.  Taylor  (Chairman),  Grand  Council,  P.G.Z's 

and  Grand  Lecturer 

MEMBERSHIP 
R.  Ex.  Comps.  A.  F.  Tannahill   (Chairman),  W.  Johnston,  G.  Oldfield, 
J.  R.  Parrott,  C.  A.  Batt,  P.  S.  Jannison,  C.  E.  Morgan 

DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  AWARD 

M.  Ex.  Comps.  R.  V.  Conover  (Chairman),  J.  M.  Burden,  Q.C, 

C.  M.  Pitts 

VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 
M.  Er.  Comp.  F.  W.  Dean  (Chairman),  Grand  Council  and  Past  Grand  Z's 

CENTENNIAL   CELEBRATION 
Grand  Council  and  Past  Grand  Z's 

ARCHIVE   COMMITTEE 

R.  Ex.  Comps.  W.  J.  Shaw  (Chairman),  C.  B.  Parker,  L.  N.  Armstrong, 

Grand  Historian,  Grand  Scribe  E. 
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SUSPENSIONS— 1956 
2— B.  Richardson.  4 — W.  L.  Dymond.  5 — L.  C.  Ball,  J.  K.  Evans,  J.  V. 
Reynolds.  6— F.  Glover,  W.  Herd.  8— E.  W.  Drury,  A.  W.  Field,  G.  M. 
Niroll.  15— J.  McP.  Gould,  C.  J.  Jamieson.  19— H.  R.  Felice,  S.  T.  G. 
Wilsher.  22— A.  S.  Vincent.  24— F.  M.  McCuaig,  P.  N.  Riches,  E.  G. 
Thompson,  V.  C.  Scholes.  29 — H.  D.  Barnes,  K.  R.  Besley,  H.  N.  Brine. 
31— J.  H.  King.  32— N.  A.  Baird,  H.  W.  Cation,  A.  E.  Ind.  37— A.  R.  Fox, 

C.  H.  Giddy,  J.  C.  Smith.  40— R.  L.  Elsegood,  W.  Reeves,  S.  Wells.  41— C. 
Hinge.  44— F.  R.  Stafford.  45— G.  B.  Barnes,  R.  Bellamy,  F.  C.  Chapman, 
J.  E.  Cotter,  D.  G.  Gillespie,  G.  Grant,  L.  P.  McDonald,  B.  Pogue,  C.  L. 
Turney,  W.  B.  Onyon.  47 — K.  A.  Dodman,  L.  N.  Dougherty,  H.  Lawrence, 

D.  C.  Orr,  H.  Shaw,  C.  Young.  54— F.  G.  Doan,  N.  E.  Kilmer.  59— H.  E. 
Horton,  G.  C.  Markeil.  65— D.  C.  D.  H.  Stewart.  76— H.  R.  Herbert.  77— 
W.  1.  Craigie,  J.  D.  MacDonald,  W.  D.  Mott,  R.  Pearson,  J.  Philip,  H.  W. 
Williams.  79— L.  Smith.  80— R.  A.  Jewell,  J.  E.  Widdifield.  81— K.  Harvey, 
A.  W.  Jacob,  W.  Jamieson,  B.  Van  Patter,  H.  J.  Kellar.  91— H.  G.  Gould, 
G.  Langley.  94— D.  Findlay,  D.  H.  James,  V.  McBrien,  C.  K.  Newton,  S. 
Sisson,  J.  Williamson.  100— P.  C.  Ellis,  J.  L.  Owen.  102— E.  H.  Smith. 
103— G.  E.  Fraser,  W.  Gilling.  112— A.  Azulnix,  C.  H.  Hickey,  G.  S.  A. 
Hickey,  R.  J.  Jackson,  G.  R.  Macintosh,  L.  J.  McCormick.  130 — A.  Ragan. 
135— R.  G.  Beach,  W.  H.  Cockenll.  138— J.  R.  Cox,  J.  McNeill,  T.  Murphy, 
W.  F.  Newey,  C.  P.  Stewart,  W.  Williamson.  140— A.  H.  Hauta,  G.  F. 
Lagergren,  A.  T.  Watson.  144— W.  B.  Onyon.  145— M.  A.  Hines,  L.  E.  M. 
Loader,  V.  O.  Masters,  T.  A.  Post,  G.  F.  Skinner.  146— L.  R.  Wilson.  150— 
S.  Graham.  155— J.  Ormerod.  164— J.  Cardwell,  W.  S.  Holland,  J.  Walker. 
168 — R.  Anderson,  A.  Hazell,  L.  Henson,  H.  T.  Mattheson,  F.  L.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  H.  A.  Potts.  175— A.  E.  Longley.  184— W.  A.  Armstrong,  W.  C. 
Morse,  C.  F.  Spitter.  185— W.  Kruse,  F.  M.  Saunders,  Albert  E.  Mills. 
203— R.  G.  Simms.  205— E.  L.  Jacques,  C.  H.  Proctor,  G.  A.  Sparrow. 
219--J.  Devlin,  A.  Foster,  R.  J.  Tait.  221— C.  Armstrong,  H.  A.  Doubt. 
224— A.  Davies,  R.  C.  Klodt.  225— G.  A.  Warren.  226— H.  Fleming,  B. 
Hutchings,  G.  H.  Palmer,  H.  K.  Pyne,  R.  E.  Wannell,  A.  R.  Woolams. 
227— J.  E.  Greer.  230— H.  S.  Scheid.  231— E.  J.  Barrett,  J.  Crane,  T.  W. 
M.  Eldridge,  J.  W.  Ferguson,  G.  Glover,  A.  H.  Lees,  M.  Nash,  G.  D.  Yerex. 
233— G.  T.  Chadwick,  J.  E.  Given,  A.  Hessom,  J.  L.  F.  Spring,  F.  T. 
Dryden.  235— K.  G.  Moses.  238— W.  G.  McFarlane,  F.  B.  Dawson,  W.  D. 
L.  Mitchell,  A.  J.  Portsmouth,  R.  MacD.  Smith,  R.  McK.  Stuart,  S.  Willis, 
W.  H.  Armstrong.  243— C.  E.  Smith.  246— P.  S.  B.  DeGray,  G.  Waimel. 
249— R.  A.  Winter.  254— A.  Adler,  A.  R.  Anderson,  J.  A.  Lawrence,  H.  T. 
Naughton,  H.  A.  Sanderson,  A.  Shields,  G.  McL.  Shiells,  R.  F.  Stedman, 
A.  Wren.  256— C.  D.  Glover. 

DEMITS— 1956 
2— J.  Stewart,  A.  Taylor.  4— J.  Craig,  H.  J.  Foy,  N.  Speers,  C.  Stillie,  W. 
W.  Throop.  5— R.  A.  Stoneman,  H.  A.  Warrington.  6 — H.  G.  Eatell.  7— R. 
N.  Hall,  J.  A.  Layton.  8— C.  R.  Carlow,  H.  W.  Gostage,  B.  A.  King,  F.  J. 
Ranee,  G.  F.  Stevens,  W.  J.  Stevenson.  15— K.  G.  Bendall,  S.  A.  Harrison, 
T.  A.  Irwin,  F.  C.  Richards,  J.  Smith.  16— F.  Bowman,  C.  W.  Earle,  F.  L. 
Cowan,  G.  D.  Davidson,  F.  F,  Golding,  W.  J.  McTiernan,  V.  P.  Thomas, 
L.  H.  Waplington.  18— G.  Curry.  19— E.  Coates,  R.  W.  Dunn.  20— H.  Bol- 
ton, H.  H.  Clark,  W.  Couchman,  G.  Craddock,  J.  L.  Pocock.  22— C.  A. 
Holmes.  23— B.  H.  Bonham,  A.  M.  Long.  24— H.  I.  Boyd,  L.  J.  Clarke. 
28— R.  Hopps,  E.  J.  Hutchinson,  J.  M.  Linklater,  J.  E.  Piatti.  29— C.  Gil- 
more.  31— J.  A.  Alexander.  35 — C.  A.  Freeman,  F.  Ing.  36— M.  E.  Jones, 
F.  Worsencroft,  H.  N.  Young.  37— H.  J.  Campbell,  E.  A.  Hircock,  L.  M. 
Plummer,  R.  H.  B.  Taylor.  40— G.  Baker.  41—  W.  E.  Clothier,  D.  H.  Mar- 
tin. 44— J.  V.  Olsson.  46— A.  H.  Francis.  53— C.  F.  Hamilton,  K.  G.  Mor- 
ley.  54— W.  M.  Silcox,  G.  W.  Vary.  55— C.  G.  Toovey.  59— D.  W.  Courtice, 
R.  H.  Olsen.  65— M.  D.  B.  Kinsella,  J.  McWhirter,  H.  L.  Symons,  G.  C. 
Snell.  68— D.  Connell.  69— C.  E.  Mabey,  G.  West.  73— L.  E.  Mills.  74— S. 

E.  Stevenson.  77— J.  W.  Andrew,  H.  Cockburn,  M.  C.  Simpson.  79— F.  W. 
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C.  Micks,  R.  Telfer.  80— R.  D.  Madill,  S.  Jackson.  81— A.  L.  Benner,  D.  E. 
Drewey,  R.  L.  Hawkins.  82— G.  A.  A.  McEwen.  83— R.  J.  Virgin.  94— R. 
Bryant,  J.  H.  Dick,  G.  C.  Graham,  W.  J.  Lee,  W.  Moody.  102— C.  T. 
Frohman,  W.  Mitchell.  103— F.  J.  Bennett.  112^J.  Ryder.  114— J.  P.  Dick. 
116— A.  O.  Fleming,  W.  J.  Hughes.  117— L.  F.  Cassidy,  S.  E.  Rickert. 
129— N.  J.  Boyd,  M.  H.  Hay,  H.  C.  Vernon.  132— J.  R.  Cunningham.  138— 
C.  K.  Bennett,  G.  C.  Hare,  A.  C.  Munroe,  T.  Thompson,  W.  A.  Thwaite. 
140— V.  J.  R.  Brister.  145— P.  Sheridan,  L.  Stock,  W.  P.  Truefit,  C.  L. 
Tucker,  Jr.  146— E.  S.  Patterson.  147— J.  West.  148 — S.  C.  Maley,  M.  C. 
Sewell.  151— D.  S.  Bruce.  153— W.  O.  Baughman.  155— J.  G.  Sheldrick. 
164— P.  Love.  167— W.  L.  Bell,  B.  H.  M.  Keefe.  169—  C.  W.  Brown,  C.  R. 
Connors,  H.  C.  Walker.  175— G.  F.  Clark.  184^J.  Kelleway,  W.  C.  Steele. 
185— J.  Detweiler,  W.  C.  Grubb,  R.  H.  Houesgo.  195— G.  L.  Kennedy. 
205— R.  C.  Nelles.  212— F.  D.  Covent,  E.  A.  Farber,  R.  Fisher,  A.  J.  Turk, 
P.  Wintraub.  213— W.  Nicholson.  215— R.  Aymer,  L.  lies,  J.  G.  Wilshaw. 
217— H.  R.  OwSvjn,  R.  H.  Trinnell.  218— A.  Brown,  C.  Shoaff,  W.  H. 
Smellie.  219— A.  W.  Brown.  222— L.  W.  Armstrong,  H.  Falls,  L.  G. 
Folkins,  H.  C.  MacMillan,  E.  B.  Pickthorne,  W.  J.  Williams.  224— E. 
Batty,  J.  Easton,  W.  M.  Lawrence,  C.  G.  Stevens.  225— C.  C.  Boukydis,  J. 
Craig.  226-^J.  F.  Barker,  J.  R.  Barrie,  E.  H.  Harper,  G.  E.  Hollington,  V. 
L.  Hutchings,  J.  W.  B.  Thompson.  230— A.  H.  Jess,  E.  J.  Moisey,  W.  H. 
Shaver,  C.  E.  Shumaker,  I.  N.  Tompkins.  231— R.  V.  Howard,  D.  J.  Mac- 
Donald.  232— W.  Black.  233— W.  S.  Angus.  236— R.  J.  Bennett,  W.  M. 
Clark.  238— S.  Coups,  K.  A.  Culbert,  W.  J.  McCollum.  239— L.  E.  Crews, 
C.  F.  Gray.  240— E.  Joslin.  241— C.  C.  Clark,  W.  E.  Elliott,  C.  C.  Gardner, 
C.  R.  Kay-Smith,  E.  E.  Langin.  243— W.  E.  Bland,  J.  M.  Boxall,  E.  S. 
Parker.  246— G.  K.  Patterson,  H.  Sainsbury,  F.  H.  Stepphenson,  F.  Turn- 
stall.  247— J.  Grantham.  J.  Morris,  W.  Trefrey,  C.  E.  Rickey.  250-^J.  K. 
McKay,  H.  Waldie,  J.  Wood.  252— F.  O.  Dayton,  W.  G.  Pridday,  W.  F. 
Strangway,  L.  W.  Westbury.  254— J.  F.  Bellamy,  R.  Milling.  255— W. 
Caswell.  256-^J.  Cambridge,  L.  G.  Chappel,  J.  J.  Elliott.  257— T.  M. 
Clark,  L.  L.  Handford,  J.  E.  Spry,  L.  G.  Stump,  R.  W.  Stump. 


REINSTATED— 1956 

4— W.  R.  Flett.  5— R.  J.  Cook,  E.  Cowman,  H.  O.  Rhoads,  S.  M.  Taggart. 
15— L.  M.  Peffers.  16— C.  H.  Ackland,  H.  Georganas.  20— N.  W.  Martin. 
76— F.  Y.  Uttley.  30— W.  R.  Bray,  F.  G.  Crew.  95— W.  G.  K.  Lapraik. 
113— H.  Raynor.  135— G.  Gruscow.  169— K.  Budan.  203— F.  G.  Briscombe. 
226— A.  R.  Woolams.  227— H.  C.  Harns.  230— J.  Heywood. 

ST.  CLAIR  DISTRICT,  No.  1 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Peter  Leslie  Lalonde,  Muirkirk,  Ont. 

47.  Wellington    Chatham      119.  King  Cyrus   Leamington 

71.  Prince  of  Wales,  Amherstburg      153.  Sombra  Wallaceburg 

73.  Erie  Ridgetown      164.  Lome  West  Lome 

80.  Ark    Windsor      239.  Blenheim   Blenheim 

88.  MacNabb  Dresden      250.  Thomas   Peters  Windsor 

LONDON  DISTRICT,  No.  2 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Roy  Ratz,  R.R.  No.  2,  Dashwood,  Ont. 

3.  St.  John's  London        81.  Aylmer Aylmer 

5.  St.  George's  London      150.  London    London 

15.  Wawanosh    Sarnia      214.  Vimy    Inwood 

53.  Bruce    Petrolia      238.  The  St.  Andrew  London 

54.  Palestine  St.    Thomas      242.  St.    Paul's  Lambeth 

74.  Beaver    Strathroy      247.  Nilestown  Nilestown 

78.  Minnewawa  Parkhill      252.  Hiawatha  Sarnia 
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WILSON  DISTRICT,  No.  3 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  William  Johnston,  81  Orchard  Ave.,  Simcoe,  Ont. 

18.  Oxford    Woodstock        41.  Harris Ingersoll 

20.  Mount  Horeb  Brantford      115.  Brant  Paris 

23.  Ezra   Simcoe      253.  Regal    Port  Dover 

255.  Tillsonburg Tillsonburg 

WELLINGTON  DISTRICT,  No.  4 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  William  Frey,  80  Forest  St.,  Guelph,  Ont. 

32.  Waterloo    Gait      218.  Prince  Edward  Shelburne 

40.  Guelph Guelph      221.  Durham Durham 

67.  Enterprise  Palmerston      234.  Halton  Georgetown 

83.  Ionic  Orangeville      245.  Preston Preston 

117.  Kitchener   Kitchener 

HAMILTON  DISTRICT,  No.  5 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Albert  Atkinson,  104  Roxborough  Ave.,  Hamilton,  Ont. 

2.  The  Hiram  Hamilton      175.  The  Hamilton  Hamilton 

6.  St.  John's  Hamilton      224.  Keystone  Hamilton 

75.  St.  Clair  Milton      236.  Caledonia    Caledonia 

104.  White  Oak   Oakville      243.  McKay  Stoney  Creek 

155.  Ancaster    Ancaster 

HURON  DISTRICT,  No.  6 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  James  Wellineton  Crich,  Tuckersmith,  R.R.  No.  4,  Clinton, 

Ont. 

24.  Tecumseth    Stratford        84.  Lebanon  Wingham 

30.  Huron  Goderich      129.  Elliot    Mitchell 

46.  St.  James  St.  Mary's      130.  Chantry    Southampton 

63.  Havelock    Kincardine      146.  Bernard  Listowel 

66.  The   Malloch    Seaforth      147.  Lucknow  Lucknow 

NIAGARA  DISTRICT,  No.  7 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Oldfield,  Vinemount  P.O.,  Ont. 

19.  Mt.  Moriah  St.  Catharines        69.  Grimsby Grimsby 

29.  McCallum   Dunnville        76.  Mount  Nebo       Niagara  Falls 

55.  Niagara,  Niagara-on-the-Lake      184.  Hugh  Murray        Fort  Erie  N. 
57.  King  Hiram        Port  Colborne      240.  Smithville  Smithville 

64.  Willson    Welland 

TORONTO   EAST  DISTRICT,  No.  8 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  H.  A.  Fred  Schytte,  109  Yonge  Blvd.,  Toronto  12,  Ont. 

4.  St.  Andrew  &  St.  John  163.  The  Beaches  Toronto 

Toronto  205.  Victoria  Thornhill 

8.  King  Solomon's  Toronto  217.  St.  Alban's   Toronto 

62.  York   Toronto  225.  Beaver Toronto 

65.  St.  Paul's  Toronto  235.  Aurora  Aurora 

79.  Orient  Toronto  241.  University  Toronto 

135.  Succoth    Uxbridge      258.  Tyrian   Stouffville 

145.  The  St.  Patrick Toronto 

TORONTO  WEST  DISTRICT,  No.  8A 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  George  Robert  Sheard,  19  Meadow  Lane  Ave.,  Downsview, 

Ont. 

77.  Occident     Toronto      220.  Lebanon  Lambton  Mills 

91.  Toronto-Antiquity         Toronto      230.  Port  Credit  Port  Credit 

138.  Shekinah    Toronto      231.  The  St.  Clair  Toronto 

195.  Peel  Brampton      232.  King  Cyrus  Toronto 

212.  Mount  Sinai  Toronto      233.  Oakwood    Toronto 

215.  Mimico    Mimico      246.  Humber  Weston 

219.  Ulster     Toronto 
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GEORGIAN  DISTRICT,  No.  9 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  John  Ross  Parrott,  261  Midland  Ave.,  Box  145,  Midland,  Ont. 

27.  Manitou    Collingwood      131.  Amabel    Wiarton 

34.  Signet   Barrie      167.  Kichikewana     Midland 

56.  Georgian  Owen  Sound      198.  Couchiching  Orillia 

ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  10 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Lawrence  Arthur  Gilkinson,  2  Wellington  St.,  Lindsay,  Ont. 

28.  Pentalpha    Oshawa        94.  Midland    Lindsay 

35.  Keystone     Whitby      110.  Warkworth  Warkworth 

36.  Corinthian  Peterborough      134.  King  Darius Cannington 

37.  Victoria    Port   Hope      168.  Ionic   Campbellford 

45.  Excelsior    Colborne      249.  Palestine     Bowmanville 

48.  St.    John's    Cobourg 

PRINCE  EDWARD  DISTRICT,  No.  11 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Charles  Albert  Batt,  16  Holloway  St.,  Belleville,  Ont. 

7.  The   Moira    Belleville        72.  Keystone    Stirling 

26.  St.  Mark's  Trenton      144.  Presqu'lle     Brighton 

31.  Prince  Edward  Picton      161.  Madoc    Madoc 

44.  Mount   Sinai    Napanee      227.  Quinte    Friendship     Belleville 

ST.  LAWRENCE  DISTRICT,  No.  12 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Robert  McWhirter  Armstrong,  30  First  St.  W.,  Cornwall, 

Ont. 

1.  Ancient  Frontenac  &  68.  Maitland Kemptville 

Cataraqui    Kingston      112.  St.  John's  Morrisburg 

22.  Grenville   Prescott      113.  Covenant    Cornwall 

59.  Sussex-St.  Lawrence  132.  Leeds     Gananoque 

Brockville 

OTTAWA  DISTRICT,  No.  13 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Roderick  Ferguson  Fraser,  P.O.  Box  278,  Renfrew,  Ont. 

16.  Carleton    Ottawa      148.  St.  John's  Vanleek  Hill 

61.  Granite  Almonte      151.  Laurentian  Pembroke 

116.  Maple    Carleton    Place      210.  Kitchener    Russell 

114.  Bonnechere  Renfrew      222.  Ottawa  Ottawa 

133.  St.  Francis  Smiths  Falls      226.  Prince  of  Wales Perth 

143.  Glengarry  Maxville      248.  Dochert    Arnprior 

ALGOMA  DISTRICT,  No.  14 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  David  Harcus,  1523  Walsh  St.,  Fort  William,  Ont. 

82.  Shuniah  Port  Arthur      149.  Atwood Rainy   River 

90.  Golden  Kenora      152.  Alberton  Ft.  Frances 

140.  Ft.  William  Ft.  William      254.  Golden  Star Dryden 

NEW  ONTARIO  DISTRICT,  No.  15 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Percival  Stanley  Jannison,  633  Albert  St.  E., 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 

58.  Pembroke     Mattawa      102.  Algonquin Sault  Ste.  Marie 

95.  Tuscan     Sudbury      103.  St.  John's  North  Bay 

257.  Espanola  Espanola 

TEMISKAMING   DISTRICT,  No.   16 
R.  Ex.  Comp.  Howard  Thurlow  Beaton,  Iroquois  Falls  (Twin  Falls),  Ont. 

169.  Temiskaming     New    Liskeard      223.  Abitibi    Iroquois    Falls 

203.  Cobalt  Cobalt      251.  Kirkland  Kirkland  Lake 

213.  Northern    Lights    Timmins 

YUKON  TERRITORY  DISTRICT,  No.  17 

R.  Ex.  Comp.  Gordon  A.  Calude  Gunton,  Whitehouse,  Y.T. 

154.  Klondike  Dawson,   Y.T.      256.  Yukon  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 
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FIRST  PRINCIPALS 

1957-1958 

1.  D.  Shepherd,  79  Markland  St.,  Kingston 

2.  Andrew  Miller,  157  Longwood  Road,  Hamilton 

3.  Stuart  H.  Taylor,  99  Barker  St.,  London 

4.  George  K.  Johnston,  44  Cavell  Avenue,  New  Toronto 

5.  J.  G.  Wright,  367  Vancouver  St.,  London 

6.  Kenneth  C.  Ridge,  42  Grant  Boulevard,  Dundas 

7.  W.  B.  Humphreys,  33  Yeoman  St.,  Belleville 

8    David  Reid,  Room  1C9  Simcoe  Hall,  University  of  Toronto,  Toronto 

15.  William  E.  Eldridge,  354  Campbell  St.,  Sarnia 

16.  Harold  Burmaster,  39  Kinnear  Street,  Ottawa 

18.  R.  Haiold  Parker,  110  Vansittait  Ave.,  Woodstock 

19.  William  S.  Coolin,  20  Wanda  Road,  Merritton 

20.  Jack  R.  Lovell,  14  John  St.,  Brantford 

22.  E.  A.  Barnard,  Spencerville 

23.  David  H.  Ford,  3  Foster  St.,  Simcoe 

24.  George  Smith,  286  Brunswick  St.,  Stratford 

26.  Peter  Deduke,  284  Front  St.,  Trenton 

27.  T.  Nelson  Fisher,  R.R.  No.  4,  Stayner 

28.  W.  L.  Houston,  509  Rogers  St.,  Oshawa. 

29.  Arthur  Rigg,  R.R.  No.  1,  Wellandport 

30.  Franklin  I.  Mcllwain,  R.R.  No.  5,  Goderich 

31.  Harry  E.  Adler,  R.R.  No.  8,  Picton 

32.  Robert  Perrie,  135  Water  St.  N.,  Gait 

34.  J.  M.  Lindsay,  17  Oak  St.,  Barrie 

35.  John  E.  Mitchell,  R.R.  No.  1,  Brooklin 

36.  B.  H.  Pammett,  585  Bolivar  St.,  Peterborough 

37.  John  Cornish,  41  Ellen  St.,  Port  Hope 

40.  M.  C.  Watson,  Fergus 

41.  Louis  D.  Barrett,  Salford 

44.  C.  D.  Sills,  Napanee 

45.  Cecil  Bellamy,  R.R.  No.  4.  Colborne 

46.  Frank  Huff,  St.  Mary's 

47.  Thomas  J.  Quinton,  27  Hillyard  St.,  Chatham 

48.  William  Baker,  Harwood 

53.  W.  H.  Rolston,  Petrolia 

54.  F.  O.  Lewis,  70  Wellington  St.,  St.  Thomas 

55.  F.  L.  Thomson,  Niagara-on-the-Lake 

56.  Cecil  A.  Rollings,  616-3rd  Ave.  E.,  Owen  Sound 

57.  E.  N.  Winn,  167  Clarence  Ave.,  Port  Colborne 
59.  Wm.  M.  Everetts.  344  King  St.  W.,  Brockville 

61.  Gordon  Houston,  Almonte 

62.  V.  Sharp,  168  Castlefield  Ave.,  Toronto  12 

63.  J.  E.  MacLaurin,  Box  336,  Kincardine 

64.  R.  S.  Doan,  122  Norway  Ave.,  Welland 

65.  William  G.  Addison,  110  Glenview  Ave.,  Toronto  12. 

66.  D.  E.  Kyle,  Kippen 

67.  George  A.  Storey,  Palmer ston 

68.  W.  B.  Butler,  R.R.  No.  5,  Kemptville 

69.  Chas.  Mason,  Box  12,  Grimsby 

71.  Norman  H.  Walford,  R.R    No.  2,  Essex 

72.  R.    Harry    Philip,    Stirling 

73.  Alfred  W.  Overfield,  Ridgetcwn 

74.  Duncan  C    Lamond,  Strathroy 

75.  Lome  Bird,  R.R.  No.  2,  Georgetown 

76.  Sidney  J.  Escott,  1 186  Kitchener  St.,  Niagara  Falls 

77.  Fred  P.  Wratten,  114  Granby  St.,  Toronto  2 

78.  Allen    H.    Miller,    Dashwood 

79.  Charles  Winney,  1501  Gerrard  St.  E.,  Toronto  6. 
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80.  Arthur  D.  Bates,  1943  Verdun,  Windsor 

81.  Ray  Moore,  General  Delivery,  Aylmer 

82.  J.  C.  Stewart,  188  Lame  St.,  Port  Arthur 

83.  C.  O.  Broyden,  Orangeville 

84.  Alex  Robertson,  R.R.  No.  5,  Wingham 
88.  John  H.  Smith,  Turnerville 

90.  T.  J.  Thomas,  928-2nd  St.,  Kenora 

91.  Irving  Danhower,  43  Edinburgh  Drive,  Wilson  Heights 

94.  H.  E.  Bouch,  67  Albert  St.  S.,  Lindsay 

95.  David  Duncan,  Si.,  471  Hcwey  Cres.,  Sudbury 

102.  J.  George  Cameron,  138  Upton  Rd.,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

103.  A.  S.  Haley,  868  Queen  St.,  North  Bay 

104.  Ross  M.  Campbell,  211  Watson  Ave.,  Oakville 
110.  Douglas  Rowe,  Warkworth 

112.  F.  M.  Devaul,  Morrisburg 

113.  W.  A.  Milligan.  M.D.,  330  Second  St.  E.,  Cornwall 

114.  D.  W.  Rostron,  Dominion  Magnesium  Ltd.,  Haley 

115.  Frank  D.  McPherson,  R.R.  No.  1,  St.  George 

116.  W.  W.  Whyte,  Box  646,  Carleton  Place 

117.  William  N.  Hemphill,  7C6  Rockway  Dr.,  Kitchener 
119.  John  A.  Mclntyre,  49  Foundry  St.,  Leamington 

129.  Ivan  Bensen,  Mitchell 

130.  Harvey  Morrow,   Burgovne 

131.  Lloyd  McKenzie,  R.R.  No.  2,  Wiarton 

132.  Alex  Wheeler,  Gananoque 

133.  G.  W.  Morrison,  17  Queen  St.,  Smiths  Falls 

134.  E.  Lome  Jackson.   Cannington 

135.  William   Ernest   Bradbury,   Uxbridge 
138.  Jack  Spencer,  37  Exford  Dr.,  Toronto 

140.  Roy  E.  Hegel,  349  E.  Francis  St.,  Fort  William 

143.  Edward  A.  McKillican,  Moose  Creek 

144.  Roy  H.  E.  Spencer,  Brighton 

145.  Burton  K.  Bell,  444  Scarborough  Rd.,  Toronto  13 

146.  George  McKechnie,  R.R.  No.  1,  Listowel 

147.  J.  S.  Kilpatrick,  Lucknow 

148.  R.  A.  Chambers,  Hawkesbury 

149.  William  I.  Podscalny,  Rainy  River 

150.  Bloss,  E.  Doupe,  57  James  St.,  London 

151.  Raymond  Childerhose,  R.R.  No.  3,  Cobden 

152.  S.  R.  L.  Newman,  420B  Nelson  St.,  Fort  Frances 

153.  Kenneth  R.  Colwell,  188  Brander  Ave.,  Wallaceburg 

154.  Inactive 

155.  Percy  Revill,  Jerseyville 
161.  John  R.  Bristol,  Madoc 

163.  E.  W.  Bath,  80  Waverley  Rd.,  Toronto  8 

164.  Lloyd  C.  Butler,  West  Lome 

167.  Elmer  W.  French,  Waverley 

168.  Joseph  Poulton,  Jr.,  Carnpbellford 

169.  J.  W.  Smith,  Haileybury 

175.  James  H.  Rogers,  254  West  Second  St.,  Hamilton 

184.  H.  W.  Stouffer,  Garrison  Rd.,  Fort  Erie 

195.  Joseph  Gold,  35  Queen  St.  E.,  Brampton 

198.  Thos.   Sansom,  Orillia 

203.  G.  C.  Pacey,  Temagami 

205.  Harry  J.  Bourne,  26  Hollingworth  Dr.,  Scarborough 

210.  Wendell  M.  Stanley.  R.R.  No.  2,  Russell 

212.  Frank  Weinstock,  153  Shelbornc  Ave.,  Toronto  10 

213.  Harry  W.  Poole,  Schumacher 

214.  William  Morley,  R.R.  No.  2,  Oil  Springs 

215.  Herbert  Jones,  58  MacDonald  St.,  Mimico,  Toronto  14 
217.  William  Wyllie,  33  Bowie  Ave.,  Toronto  10 
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218.  Murray  Hume,  Shelburne 

219.  Archibald  D.  Napier,  15  Atlas  Ave.,  Toronto  10 

220.  Arthur  R.  Jefferson,  4914  Dundas  St.  W.,  Toronto  18 

221.  J.  Edwin  Evans,  Chesley 

222.  J.  W.  Tuck,  39  Roseberry  Ave.,  Ottawa 

223.  Sherwood  Hancock,  Box  329,  Iroquois  Falls 

224.  H.  Donald  Falkener,  251  Walter  Ave.  S.,  Hamilton 

225.  Fred  W.  D.  Welham,  60  Stewart  Smith  Dr.,  Toronto  15 

226.  Thomas  Donovan,  Perth 

227.  J.  R.  Williams    15  Cherry  Gardens,  Belleville 

230.  R.  Young-,  27  Maple  Ave.,  Port  Credit 

231.  Harold  Edmondson,  72  Walder  Ave.,  Toronto  12 

232.  W.  W.  Lester,  2867  Yonge  St.,  Toronto  12 

233.  W.  Burton,  164  Morse  St.,  Toronto  8 

234.  W.  B.  Hamilton,  Georgetown 

235.  Harry  Barron,  Bradford 

236.  Ira  Daniels,  Caledonia 

238.  W.  L.  Davies,  94  Albion  St.,  London 

239.  Morley  Hamilton,  R.R.  No.  1,  Blenheim 

240.  H.  Grant  Jackson,  R.R.  No.  1,  Smithville 

241.  R.  G.  Pollock,  215  Roslin  Ave.,  Toronto 

242.  Ken  Yates,  121  Wharncliffe  Rd.,  London 

243.  W.  Richard  Boden,  Stoney  Creek 

245.  G.  R.  Cook,  953  Vine  St.,  Preston 

246.  W.  G.  Gunn,  88  Church  St.,  Weston,  Toronto  15 

247.  Hallett,  C.  Banks,  1749  Parkhurst  St.,  London 

248.  Frank  Verch,  Arnprior,  Ont. 

249.  A.   L.   Blanchard,   Hampton 

250.  George  A.  Erwin,  636  Hildegarde  St.,  Windsor 

251.  R.  Sinclair,  63  McCamus  Ave.,  Kirkland  Lake 

252.  Frank  P.  MacFarlane.  Box  82,  Brights  Grove 

253.  Ernest  S.  Ford,  Port  Dover 

254.  John  A.  Cox,  Dryden 

255.  Alfred  Burn,  Brownsville 

256.  Harry  A.  Fatt,  Box  871  Whitehorse,  Yukon 

257.  Alfred  B.  Newton,  Espanola 

258.  F.  C.  Conley,  Markham 
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NAMES  AND  ADDRESSES  SCRIBES  "E"  OF  CHAPTERS 

1957-1958 

1.  Ancient  Frontenac  &  Cataraqui— T.  N.  Clarke,  173  MacDonnell  St., 
Kingston 

2.  The  Hiram— Edward  M.  Marshall,  137  Emerald  St.  S.,  Hamilton 

3.  St.  John's — Chas.  G.  Smuck,  20  Thornton  Ave.,  London 

4.  The  St.  Andrew  &  St.  John — Lester  G.  Jackson,  31  Ardrossan  Place, 
Toronto  12 

5.  St.  George's — Abraham  Cavanagh,  585  St.  James  St.,  London 

6.  St.  John's — Chas.  Pepper,  16  East  23rd  St.,  Hamilton 

7.  The  Moira— S.  H.  Lennox,  265  Bleecker  Ave.,  Belleville 

8.  King  Solomon's— Arthur  T.  Lewis,  222  Ellerslie  Ave.,  Willowdale 

15.  Wawanosh — Ernest  L.  Trictz,  455  Cromwell  St.,  Sarnia 

16.  Carleton — Fergus  A.  McDiarmid,  357  Waverley  St.,  Ottawa 

18.  Oxford— Alex  Wishart  ,327  Simcoe  St.,  Woodstock 

19.  Mount  Moriah — Chas.  M.  Porter,  21  Marquis  St.,  St.  Catharines 

20.  Mount  Horeb— R.  W.  E.  McFadden,  4  Hart  St.,  Brantford 

22.  Grenville— B.  J.  Steck,  Spencerville 

23.  Ezra— Thos.  Holland,  R.R.  No.  1,  Vittoria 

24.  Tecumseh — Geo.  S.  Atkins.  257  Ontario  St.,  Stratford 

26.  St.  Mark's— Frank  W.  Sherbert,  166  King  St.,  Trenton 

27.  Manitou— R.  H.  Davidson,  361  Cedar  St.,  Collingwood 

28.  Pentalpha — W.  R.  Jones,  98  Roxborough  St.,  Oshawa 

29.  McCallum— Frank  R.  Martin,  Dunnville 

30.  Huron — Wm.  H.  Roope,  Box  50,  Gooderich 

31.  Prince  Edward— E.  R.  Hodgson,  Box  433,  Picton 

32.  Waterloo — Gordon  J.  Johnson,  55  Lansdown  Rd.  S.,  Gait 

34.  Signet— A.  G.  Bowie,  R.R.  No.  5,  Barrie 

35.  Keystone — Phillip  S.  Cor.ibear,  Brooklin 

36.  Corinthian — D.  Miller,  312  Boswell  Ave.,  Peterborough 

37.  Victoria— E.  J.  Barrowclough,  R.R.  No.  3,  Port  Hope 

40.  Guelph — Jas.  A.  Robertson,  3  Eramosa  Rd.,  Guelph 

41.  Harris — Lyle  L.  Mansfield,  Box  815,  Ingersoll 

44.  Mount  Sinai — Dr.  G.  L.  Brown,  Selby 

45.  Excelsior — A.  A.  Kemp,  Box  42,  Castleton 

46.  St.  James^L  W.  Durr,  St.  Mary's 

47.  Wellington— L.  H.  Veale,  175  Thames  St.,  Chatham 

48.  St.  John's— Eric  W.  Niles,  Brook  Rd.,  R.R.  No.  5,  Cobourg 

53.  Bruce — Robert  M.  Story,  Petrolia . 

54.  Palestine— K.  S.  Woodward,  45  Redan  St.,  St.  Thomas 

55.  Niagara — John  E.  Campbell,  65  Johnson  St.,  Niagara-on-the-Lake 

56.  Georgian — Dr.  C.  J.  Baxendale,  900-2nd  Ave.  E.,  Owen  Sound 

57.  King  Hiram— L.  L.  Doan,  803  Elm  St.,  Port  Colborne 

58.  Dormant 

59.  Sussex-St.  Lawrence — H.  N.  McKenney,  16  Beecher  St.,  Brockville 

61.  Granite— J.  Thorpe  Kelly,  Box  255,  Almonte 

62.  York — Harold  A.  Armstrong,  1102  Avenue  Rd.,  Toronto 

63.  Havelock— R.  J.  Kincaid,  P.O.  Box  217,  Kincardine 

64.  Willson— C.  E.  Griffin,  R.R.  No.  5,  Welland 

65.  St.  Paul's— C.  C.  Kilner,  35  Errington  Ave.,  Toronto  7 

66.  The  Malloch— C.  A.  Barber,  Box  486,  Seaforth 

67.  Enterprise — A.  McGu<*an  (Acting),  Box  10,  Palmerston 

68.  Maitland— Cecil  D    Beckett,  Kemptville 

69.  Grimsby — John  Aiken,  Box  707,  Grimsby 

71.  Prince  of  Wales— R.  Chas.  Brushett,  P.O.  Box  68,  Essex 

72.  Keystone— Thos.  W.  Solmes,  Court  House  Bldg.,  Belleville 

73.  Erie— Thos.  E.  Armstrong,  Box  326  Ridgetown 

74.  Beaver— A.  W.  Holt,  Strathroy 

75.  St.  Clair—  Edwin  Harrop,  R.R.  No.  5,  Milton 

76.  Mount  Nebo— Chas.  H.  Sheppard,  1896  Delaware  St.,  Niagara  Falls 


114  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

77.  Occident — C.  Aikens,  212  Gilmour  Ave.,  Toronto  4 

78.  Minnewawa — George  Portice,  R.R.  No.  7,  Parkhill 

79.  Orient— Herbert  J.  McFadyen,  136  Kingston  Rd.,  Toronto  8 

80.  Ark— Clarence  W.  Flett,  442  Askin  Blvd.,  Windsor 

81.  Aylmer — David  C.  McNiece,  Aylmer 

82.  Shuniah— S.  H.  Green,  669  Red  River  Rd.,  Port  Arthur 

83.  Ionic — Wm.  L.  Ewing,  Box  84,  Orangeville 

84.  Lebanon — John  McLean,  Box  33,  Wroxeter 
88.  MacNabb — Hugh  M.  Dunlop,  Turnerville 

90.  Golden— J.  F.  Bellamy,  Box  279,  Keewatin 

91.  Toronto-Antiquity — James  Silk,  6  Teignmouth  Ave.,  Toronto  10 

94.  Midland— S.  W.  Gould,  34  Ms  Francis  St.,  Lindsay 

95.  Tuscan— P.  A.  Coates,  107  Pine  St.,  Sudbury 

102.  Algonquin— George  E.  Hall,  34  Wemyss  St.,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

103.  St.  John's— W.  L.  Brown,  1040  Front  St.,  North  Bay 

104.  White  Oak— Allan  Day,  130  John  St.,  Oakville 
110.  Warkworth — Alan  Buchan,  Warkworth 

112.  St.  John's— Rev.  G   Oliver  Davies,  Box  383,  Morrisburg 

113.  Covenant— Geo.  E.  McCutcheon,  515  Guy  St.,  Cornwall 

114.  Bonnechere — H.  Young,  137  Raglan  St.  N.,  Renfrew 

115.  Brant— H.  J.  Broughton,  Box  402,  Paris 

116.  Maple— W.  E.  S.  Root,  Box  1084,  Carleton  Place 

117.  Kitchener— W.  R.  Cooper,  952  Union  St.,  Kitchener 

119.  King  Cyrus — Gordon  Bloomfield,  10  Howard  Ave.,  Leamington 

129.  Elliot— J.  K.  Taylor,  Box  23S.  Mitchell 

130.  Chantry— Howard  Yates,  Port  Elgin 

131.  Amabel— Gordon  G.  Sinclair,  Box  292,  Wiarton 

132.  Leeds — R.  G.  Kelly,  Gananoque 

133.  St.  Francis— C.  A.  Bailey,  29  Glen  Ave.,  Smiths  Falls 

134.  King  Darius— E.  R.  Waines,  Box  352,  Cannington 

135.  Succoth — J.  Kenneth  Noble,  Uxbridge 

138.  Shekinah — R.  R.  Parsons,  846  Glencairn  Ave.,  Toronto  10 
140.  Fort  William— Frank  Ryder,  1428  Hamilton  Ave.,  Fort  William 

143.  Glengarry— Colin  B.  McDcrmid,  P.O.  Box  232,  Maxville 

144.  Presqu'ile — Chas.  A.  Wilson,  Brighton 

145.  The  St.  Patrick— J.  R.  Legacy,  48  Braeside  Rd.,  Toronto  12 
146    Bernard— W.  H.  Sargent,  Box  373,  Listowel 

147.  Lucknow — A.  G.  Agnew,  Lucknow 

148.  St.  John's— B.  G.  O'Flaherty,  Box  174,  Vankleek  Hill 

149.  Atwood — Alex  Warnuk,  Rainy  River 

150.  London — Harold  Steels,  R.R.  1,  London 

151.  Laurentian — Charles  W.  Fraser,  Box  54,  Pembroke 

152.  Alberton— J.  B.  Edgar,  345  Third  St.  W.,  Fort  Frances 

153.  Sombra — John  Burnett,  444  Duncan  St.,  Wallaceburg 

154.  Dormant 

155.  Ancaster — E.  L.  Walker,  Rychman's  Corners 
161.  Madoc — D.  Kernohan,  Box  519,  Madoc 

163.  The  Beaches— T.  Middleton,  9  Hollywood  Cres.,  Toronto  8 

164.  Lome — R.  J.  Lemon,  West  Lome,  Box  143 

167.  Kichikcwana — H.  A.  Humphries,  226  Dominion  Ave.  W.,  Midland 

168.  Ionic— Wm.  H.  Brady,  32A  Front  St.  N.,  Campbellford 

169.  Temiskaming — Karl  Budan,  Box  537,  New  Liskeard 
175.  The  Hamilton— Wm.  J.  Shaw,  13  Bold  St.,  Hamilton 

184.  Hugh  Murray— John  A.  Bell,  235  Emerick  Ave.,  Fort  Erie 

195.  Peel— E.  A.  Hay,  246  Main  St.  N.,  Brampton 

198.  Couchiching— H.  K.  Maynard,  106  Front  St.  S.,  Orillia 

203.  Cobalt— H.  Arnold  Todd,  Box  549,  Cobalt 

205.  Victoria— Herbert  S.  Sparks,  303  Finch  Ave.  E.,  Willowdale 

210.  Kitchener-^J.  L.  Steele,  P.O.  Box  105,  Russell 

212.  Mount  Sinai — Abraham  Fox,  Apt.  401,  1  Tichester  Rd.,  Toronto  10 

213.  Northern  Lights — L.  H.  Farrow,  410  Patricia  Blvd.,  Timmins 
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214.  Vimy — J.  Sam  Maddock,  R  R.  No.  1,  Alviston 

215.  Mimico — T.  B.  Rogers,  11  Elma  St.,  Mimico,  Toronto  14 

217.  St.  Alban's— Thos.  R.  Briscoe,  43  Ardagh  St.,  Toronto  9 

218.  Prince  Edward— Hilton  Emrick,  Homing's  Mills 

219.  Ulster — J.  Llewellvn  Hewson,  113  Gorevale  Ave.,  Toronto  3 

220.  Lebanon— Wm.  M.  Creech,  4245  Dundas  St.  W.,  Toronto  18 

221.  Durham— H.  C.  McKechnie.  Box  10,  Durham 

222.  Ottawa— C.  C.  Dale,  165  Rochester  St.,  Ottawa 

223.  Abitibi — Frank  J.  Bean,  Box  125,  Iroquois  Falls 

224.  Keystone--J.  S.  Drysdale,  800  Cannon  St.  E.,  Hamilton 

225.  Beaver— John  Newell    18  Hillcrest  Dr.,  Toronto  10 

226.  Prince  of  Wales—  L.  V.  Wood,  6  Beckwith  St.,  Perth 

227.  Quine  Friendship— W.  Mont.  Barlow,  285  George  St.,  Belleville 

230.  Port  Credit— A.  L.  Whittaker.  Lome  Park  P.O. 

231.  The  St.  Clair— Jas.  W.  Woodland,  595  St.  Clair  Ave.  W.,  Toronto  10 

232.  King  Cyrus— Robert  Fick,  270  Oak  Park  Ave.,  Toronto  13 

233.  Oakwood — A.  E.  Hav  ward,  46  McRoberts  Ave.,  Toronto  10 

234.  Hal  ton— Jack  Addy.  Glen  Williams 

235.  Aurora—  E.  J.  Eveleigh,  43  Connaught  Ave.,  Aurora,  Box  34 

236.  Caledonia — Edgar  C.  Reid,  Box  151,  Caledonia 

?38.  The  St.  Andrew — A.  V.  Sedgwick,  194A  Duchess  Ave.,  London 

239.  Blenheim— Ernest  Fryer,  Little  St.,  Blenheim 

240.  Smithviiie — Sam   Magder,   Smithville 

241.  University— Ernest  Pickles,  101  Glenhill  Ave.,  Toronto  13 

242.  St.  Paul's — Jas.  B.  Lawrence,  R.R.  No.  5,  121  Geraldine  Ave.,  London 

243.  McKay— John  H.  Lee,  10  Second  St.  S.,  Stoney  Creek 

245.  Preston— Alex  P.  Hertel,  558  Hamilton  St.,  Preston 

246.  Humber— Donald  McLean,  207  John  St.,  Weston,  Toronto  15 

247.  Nilestown— George  Tucker,  387  Clarke  Side  Rd.,  London 

248.  Dochert — George  R.  Clarke,  Box  724  Arnprior 

249.  Palestine— L.  W.  Dippell,  Box  1150  Bowmanville 

250.  Thomas  Peters — Walter  Hockney,  1542  Bruce  Ave.,  Windsor 

251.  Kirkland— J.  T.  Blackburn,  91  Wood  St.,  Kirkland  Lake 

252.  Hiawatha— Fred  H.  Osboine,  250  Shepherd  St.,  Sarnia 

253.  Regal— H.  Vernon  Rverse,  Box  489  Port  Dover 

254.  Golden  Star— J.  H.  Gibson,  Box  174  Dryden 

255.  Tillsonburg — Charles  H.  Swatridge,  R.R.  No.  2,  Courtland 

256.  Yukon— Stpher.  Light,  Eox  815  Whitehorse,  Y.T. 

257.  Espanola — Ken  Shore  (Acting),  Box  107,  Espanola 

258.  Tyrian— Rev.  George  H.  Thomas,  Box  233,  Markham 
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Grand  First  Principals  Z.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Canada  from  1857  to  1957 


*W.   M.   Wilson    1857 

*  Thompson    Wilson    1858 

*T.  D.  Harington    1859-60 

♦John   C.   Franck    1861-2 

*T.   D.  Harington      1863-4-5-6 

7-8-9-70-1 

*S.   B.   Harman    1872 

*C.  D.  Macdonell      1873 

* Jas.  Seymour    1874 

*L.  H.  Henderson     1875-6 

♦F.   J.   Menet    1877-8 

♦Daniel    Spry    1879-80 

♦Donald  Ross      1881-2 

♦H.    Macpherson    1883-4 

♦Thos.  Sargant  1885-6 

♦Rob.  Hendry  Jr 1887 

♦R.   B.   Hungerford    1888-9 

♦J.  J.  Mason      1890-1 

♦J.   E.   Harding    1892-3 

♦J.  Ross  Robertson    1894-5 

♦M.   Walsh      1896-7-8 

♦Wm.  G.  Reid    1899-1900 

♦Wm.   Gibson    1901-2 

♦A.  Shaw    1903-4 

♦William  Roaf    1905-6 

♦John  Leslie    1907-8 


♦George   Moore    1909-10 

♦Fred  W.  Harcourt    1911-2 

♦Daniel  F.  MacWatt   1913-4 

♦Wm.  S.  R.  Murch    1915-16 

♦A.  S.  Gorrell,  M.D 1917-18 

♦Wm.  N.  Ponton     1919-20 

*H.  S.  Griffin,  M.D 1921 

♦Richard  H.  Spencer     1922-3 

♦Walter  H.  Davis     1924-5 

♦Kenneth  J.  Dunstan    1926-7 

♦Edwin   Smith    1928-9 

♦Walter  G.  Price,  D.D.S.      .     1930-1 
♦Chas.  W.  Haentschel,  M.D.      1932-3 

♦Alexander  Cowan     1934 

♦George  L.   Gardiner    1935-6 

♦Wm.  Y.  Mills      1937-8 

♦Llewellyn   F.   Stephens      . . .   1939-40 

♦John   M.  Empey    1941-2 

John  M.  Burden     1943-4 

Reginald  V.  Conover    1945-6 

Frederick  W.  Dean      1947-8 

Clarence  MacL.  Pitts      1949-50 

Alexander  G.  N.  Bradshaw     1951-2 

John  A.  M.  Taylor   1953-4 

John  L.  House       1955-6 

Maurice  A.  Searle    1957- 


Honorary  Past  Grand  First  Principals  Z.  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


Elected 

Henry  Robertson    1888 

'Kivas    Tully    1891 

'Hugh    Murray    1903 

'Harry  H.  Watson      1909 


Elected 

'E.  T.  Malone  1919 

A.   T.  Freed      1920 

'Sir  John  M.  Gibson      1922 

'Roderick  B.  Dargavel    1941 


Melville  S.  Gooderham   1957 


Grand  Scribes  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 


♦Thomas    B.    Harris    1857-73 

*R.  P.  Stephens  1874-5 

♦Daniel   Spry    1876-7 

*  David    McLellan      1878-91 

♦Thomas    Sargant       1892-8 


♦George   J.   Bennett    1899-1915 

♦Henry  T.   Smith    1916-1928 

♦Edwin   Smith      1929-1949 

Fred    J.   Johnson      1949-1957 


Deceased 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES  OURS 
AT  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

Grand  Chapter  Name  Residence 

Alabama    Robt.  N.  McElhinney   ...   69  Fuller  Ave.,  Toronto 

Alberta     R.  V.  E.  Conover   Box  717,  Brampton 

Arizona    Percy  W.  Rogers     144  Geoffrey  St.,  Toronto 

Arkansas    J.  Howard  Coleman     ....    104  Lincoln  Park  Ave.,  Sarnia 

British  Columbia  .   John  A.  Mackie    10  Reigate  Road,  Toronto   18 

California    Don   Calder         25  Edgar  Ave.,  Toronto 

Colorado        Dr.  Chas.  B.  Parker   145  South  Drive,  Toronto 

Connecticut    Harvey  J.  Milne   Kingston 

Delaware   M.  A.   Searle    Apt.  206,  111  Oriole  Pkwy.,  Toronto 

Dist.  of  Columbia     B.  H.  Smith       169  Dufferin  Ave.,  Belleville 

Florida    M.  S.  Gooderham     244  Inglewood  Dr.,  Toronto 

Georgia    E.  T.  Querney     114  Hyland  Ave.,  Sudbury 

Idaho     F.  A.  McDiarmid  357  Waverley  St.,  Ottawa 

Illinois    J.  W.  Woodland  595  St.  Clair  Ave.  W.,  Toronto 

Indiana     A.   L.   Tinker    28  Anderson  St.,  Toronto 

Iowa      B.  F.  Nott  North  Bay 

Ireland    R.  W.  E.  McFadden     .         4  Hart  St.,  Brantford 

Kansas    A.  P.  Goering       72  Amelia  St.,  Hamilton 

Kentucky    Rev.  A.  S.  H.  Cree   Leamington 

Louisiana     Jos.   Carson  689   Colborne   St.,  London 

Maine      M.  Roy  Anderson     333  Bleeker  St.,  Belleville 

Manitoba   J.   Earl  Davidson    34  The  Drive,  Sault  Ste.  Marie 

Maryland        Frank  Todd       Cobalt 

Massachusetts   A.  J.  Stringer  101  MacLean  Ave.,  Toronto 

Michigan    Fred  W.  Dean     244  Holton  Ave.  S.,  Hamilton 

Minnesota    F.   Carl  Ackert  I  Lincoln  Ave.,  Gait 

Mississippi    H.  T.  C.  Humphries  53  Clegg  St.,  Ottawa 

Missouri     Wm.  J.  Tow     16  St.  Andrews  Gardens,  Toronto 

Montana     E.  J.  McCleary    Ottawa 

Nebraska     W.  S.  M.  Enouy     512  Brunswick  Ave.,  Toronto 

Nevada     Jos.  Lofthouse,  D.D.     . .     Kenora 

New  Brunswick   . .   A.  Cavanagh         585  St.  James  St.,  London 

New  Hampshire     .   N.  M.  Sprague     Trenton 

New  Jersey  G.  H.  Shannon     i  Queen  St.  N.,  Kitchener 

New  South  Wales     Fred  J.  Johnson    100  Lake  Promenade,  Long  Branch 

New   Mexico    Frank  A.  Copus     Owen  Sound 

New   York        John  M.  Burden         126  Old  Orchard  Grove,  Toronto 

New  Zealand  Dr.  J.  Austin  Evans     ...   309  Avenue  Rd.,  Toronto 

North    Carolina    . .  Joseph  Penman   New  Liskeard 

North  Dakota     . .     J.  L.  Hewson    113  Gorevale  Ave.,  Toronto 

Nova  Scotia   C.   M.   Pitts  P.O.  Box  374,  Ottawa 

Ohio     A.  G.  N.  Bradshaw     ....   655  Waterloo   St.,  London 

Oklahoma    

Oregon    Wm.  E.  Tregenza      920  Mercer  Ave.,  Windsor 

Pennsylvania     John   L.   House    14  Pearson  Ave.,  Toronto 

Philippines    C.  W.  Emmett     1310  Tecumseh  Park  Dr.,  Pt.  Credit 

Quebec     J.  A.  M.  Taylor  R.R.  No.  1,  Hornby 

Queensland       Neil  A.  MacEachern     .    .   Waterloo 

Rhode   Island    E.  H.  Brennan    Leamington 

Saskatchewan    J.  E.  Girven  581  Weller  St.,  Peterborough 

Scotland  .  .     Alex.  M.  Hannah      167  Albertus  St.,  Toronto 

South  Carolina  .  . .   Herb.  F.  Thompson       ...   Kingston 

South  Dakota    ....   D.  C.  Patmore  10  Maple  Dr.,  R.R.  No.  3,  Orillia 

Tennessee    Chas.   Fotheringham  70  Brock  E.,  (Box  1035),  Tillsonburg 

Texas     W.   E.    Gowling      139   Carling  Ave.,   Ottawa 

Utah        Jas.    T.    Gilchrist  .    .     468  Gladstone  Ave.,  Toronto 

Vermont    Chas.  H.   Sheppard    1896  Delaware  St.,  Niagara  Falls 

Victoria    Sydney  G.  Newdick      . .     189  Marion  St.,  Toronto 

Virginia    Fred  G.  Smith         146  Broadway  Ave.,  Ottawa 

Washington      

Western    Australia  Wm.  J.  Shaw   Apt  1,   13  Bold  St.,  Hamilton 

West  Virginia    J.  B.  Henderson     R.R.  No.  1  Essex 

Wisconsin    Dr.  S.  Perlman    353  Bathurst  St.,  Toronto 

Wyoming     George  Shute    426   Cartier  Ave.,   Sudbury,   Ont. 
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GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
FfROM  GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  CANADA 

Grand  Chapter  Name  Residence 

Alabama     Walter  F.  Estes   531  -  19th  St.  N.,  Birmingham 

Alberta     F.   S.   Watson        9804  -  112th  St.,  Edmonton 

Arizona    Harold  J.  Fulton    627  W.  Central  St.,  Coolidge 

Arkansas  . .  L.  W.  Williams    P.O.  Box  105,  Osceola 

British   Columbia     A.  R.  Byrnell  1375  Kamloops  St.,  Vancouver 

California      Angus  L.  Cavanagh     ....    2032  N.  Vermont  Ave.,  Los  Angeles 

Colorado       E.  L.  Bartholick    414  Equitable  Bldg.,  Denver 

Connecticut    C.   J.  Fairhurst    Norwalk 

Delaware       Nathaniel  D.  Rand      ....    708  Nottingham  Rd.,  Wilmington 

Dist.  of  Columbia     Lucien  G.  Yung Apt.  201   -  2803  Nicholson  St., 

W.  Hyattsville,  Md. 

Florida    H.J.  Wendland   1019  -  14th  St.  West,  Bradenton 

Georgia     T.  B.  Elfe  1301  Vineville,  Macon 

Idaho     Chas.  Hartung         430  -  6th  Street,  Payette 

Illinois    Garland  F.  Thomas   6102  Dorchester  Ave.,  Chicago  37 

Indiana     William  H.  Baugh    60U-16th  Ave.  N.,  St.  Petersburg, 

Florida 

Iowa       E.  W.  F.  Holler   Brooklyn 

Ireland    

Kansas        Roy  H.  Clossen    Coffeyville 

Kentucky    Allen  Earl  Bell    Moreland 

Louisiana     A.    McKnight    Tallulah 

Maine      John  G.  Faas  Benton  Station 

Manitoba     Frank  W.  Brownell   82  McAdam  Ave.,  Winnipeg 

Maryland  Gerald  M.  Pine   Denton 

Massachusetts      ...   W.  F.  Clark     660  Belmont  St.,  Watertown 

Michigan      Arthur  Burke   1721-16th   St.,  Port  Huron 

Minnesota      C.  A.  Olsen         6121  Worden  St.,  Duluth 

Mississippi     Justin  N.  Jones   Hattiesburg 

Missouri     Chester  Selby         Lebanon 

Montana     Marion  A.  Averill       Box  254,  Choteau 

Nebraska     Hammond  A.  Sharp    ....   4016  North  26th,  Omaha 

Nevada  Carl  F.  Dodge    Fallon 

New    Brunswick        Edgar  W.  Mair     Woodstock 

New   Hampshire       Alfred    H.    White    P.O.  Box  148,  Laconia 

New  Jersey  Dr.  Godfrey  Pittis   Allendale 

New  South  Wales     H.   B.   Mathews  Box  2968,  N.  W.  Sidney 

New    York        Clifford  A.  McDonald     . .    Medina 

New    Zealand      . .     Norman  B.  Spencer     ...    Box  315,  Auckland,  C.I. 

New   Mexico    William  L.  Ranville       .        1515  Los  Tomases  Drive,  N.  W., 

Albuquerque 

North  Carolina  E.  G.  LaPatra     65  Vermont  Ave.,  Asheville 

North    Dakota  Clifford  E.  Miller   Fargo 

Nova    Scotia    P.  S.  Cochrane    Wolfville 

Ohio       J.  A.  Gorham       Box  276,  Bellevue 

Oklahoma        Frank  E.  Eldred    R.F.D.  No.  1  Drumright 

Pennsylvania       ...   Arthur   J.    Miller    1303   Askansas   Ave.,   Pittsburg   16 

Philippines      Primo  I.  Guzman    c/o  520  San  Marcelino,  Manila 

Quebec  Arthur  J.  Osgood    216  Lafayette  St.,  Montreal  S. 

Queensland  Dr.  L.  T.  Jobbins     113  Wickham  Terrace,  Brisbane  B17 

Rhode   Island    C.   A.   Southworth    208  Raleigh  Ave.,  Pawtuckett 

Saskatchewan  Lome    Johnson  503  Sterling  Trust  Bldg.,  Regina 

Scotland  .  .     Rt.  Hon  Earl  of  Galloway   76  Queen  St.,  Edinburgh  2 

South  Carolina       .   Wm.  N.  Bradford   Sumter 

South  Dakota  Joseph   Hansen      Horley 

Tennessee    R.  H.  Roney,  Sr Newbern 

Texas    J.  O.  Caruthers       Box  151,  Rosenberg 

Utah Herman  L.  Bauer         2626  Highland  Dr.,  Salt  Lake  City  6 

Vermont  .   Harry  B.  Springstead   ..     Bradford 

Victoria,    Australia  Allen  Grant         6  Secord  Ave.,  East  Kew,  Melbourne 

Washington  Andrew  E.  Solberg    1402  W.  854th  St.,  Seattle 

Western    Australia  Dr.  J.  L.  Rossiter   "Larras  Lee"  Karringup 

via   Leederville 

West    Virginia    C.  C.  McGhee  Huntington 

Wisconsin    Oscar  E.  Peterson     316  Oak  St..  Manasha 

Wyoming     Carl  S.   Gilbert    Laramie 
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GRAND  SECRETARIES 

Grand  Chapter  Name  Residence 

Alabama     Charles  H.  Stubinger   .  . .    Box  98,  Mas.  Temp.,  Montgomery 

Alaska     A.  A.  Johnson       117  -  3rd  Ave.,  Anchorage 

Alberta     (G.S.E.)    F.  J.  Hand 1717  -  28th  Ave.  S.  W.,  Calgary 

Arizona     Joseph  A.  E.  Ivey    Box  1488,  Mas.  Temp.,  Tucson 

Arkansas    C.  D.  Hill  700  Scott  St.,  Little  Rock 

British    Columbia     (G.S.E.)  E.  B.  Baker   Rm.  18-817  Granville  St.,  Vancouver 

California    Chester  D.  Newell  Rm.  423,  Mas.  Temp.,  San  Francisco 

Canada    (G.S.E.)  Fred  J.  Johnson   Room  712,  Temple  Bldg.,  Toronto 

Colorado      Harry  W.  Bundy    ......     Room   300,    Mas.   Temp.,   Denver 

Connecticut    Bliss  W.  Clark   Box  838,   New  Britain 

Delaware     Alfred  H.  Coe    1500  Industrial  Tr.  Bldg., 

Wilmington,  99 
Dist.  of  Columbia     R.  N.  Babcock   801-13th  St.  N.  W.,  Mas.  Temp., 

Washington 

England    (G.S.E.)    Sir  S.  A.  White  Freemasons  Hall,  London,  W.C. 

Florida    John  B.  Phelps    Box  283,  Miami 

Georgia     W.  J.  Penn,  Jr 801    Mulberry    St.,    Macon 

Idaho     Edward  H.  Way     Box  1753,  Boise 

Illinois    Edward  E.  Core    Masonic  Temple,  Dixon 

Indiana     Charles   Thomas    Masonic  Temple   (Box  6) ,  Marion 

Iowa      Ross   J.   Gamblin  . . .  Bullock  Bldg.,  Atlantic 

Ireland    (G.Reg.)  James  O.  Harte     Freemasons    Hall,    Moleworth    St., 

Dublin 

Kansas    A.   H.   Strickland    320  West  8th  St.,  Topeka 

Kentucky    Chas.  K.  A.  McGaughey     Richmond  Rd.,  R.R.  7,  Lexington 

Louisiana     Lee  W.  Harris      Box   404,    Mas.    Temple,   Alexandria 

Maine      Earle  D.  Webster  Masonic  Temple,  Portland 

Manitoba   (G.S.E.)  C.  J.  Hutchings     15  Crowson  Bay,  Fort  Garry, 

Winnipeg  9 
Maryland  .  . .     Dr.  Ross  Vansant  Jr.   ...   Masonic  Temple,  Baltimore 

Massachusetts    W.  F.  Clark   Box  209,  Mas.  Temp.,  Boston  16 

Michigan    Roy  Andrus  Masonic  Temple,  Lansing 

Minnesota    John  H.  Anderson    Masonic  Temple,  St.  Paul  2 

Mississippi    Sid  F.   Curtis      Meridian 

Missouri     Ray  V.  Denslow     Trenton 

Montana     Wm.   A.  Thaanum      .  Box  585,  Helena 

Nebraska     Carl    R.    Greisen   401   Mas.  Temp.,   19th  &  Douglas, 

Omaha 

Nevada     E.  C.  Peterson  500  Mountain  St.,  Carson  City 

New  Brunswick         (G.S.E.)  Roy  E.  Crawford   P.O.  Box  184,  St.  John 
New  Hampshire        Hiram  W.  Johnson      .    .     3  Highland  Ave.,  Antrim 

New  Jersey     Wm.   Beck  269  Power  St.,  New  Brunswick 

New   Mexico  . .    Elmer  H.  Rieman P.O.  Box  6719,  Roswell 

New  South  Wales    F.   R.   Sinden    Manchester  Unity  Bldg., 

160  Castlereigh  St.,  Sydney 

New  York George  A.  Lambert     ....    Mas.  Temple,  New  York  City  10 

New  Zealand      (G.S.E.)    E.    Cannons    Box  1845  Wellington 

North   Carolina         J.  H.  Parker     Box  792,  New  Bern 

North  Dakota  C.  E.  Miller  Fargo 

Nova  Scotia     (Gr.Sec.)   H.  F.  Sipprell     Box  555,  Wolfville 

Ohio     Ralph   W.   Smith   145  W.  6th  St.  E.  Liverpool 

Oklahoma    James  A.  Lathin      Mas.  Temple,  Muskogee 

Oregon  Richard   H.   Tusant      1119  S.  W.  Park  Ave.,  Portland  14 

Pennsylvania     ...     John  C.  F.  Kitselman  Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia 

Philippines     Antonio  Gonzalez  . .    520  San  Marcelino,  Manila 

Quebec         (G.S.E.)    H.   Pickering    .      1559  St.  Mark  St.,  Montreal 

Queensland 

(Australia)  C.  W.  Coulter  Box  425,  F.,  Brisbane 

Rhode  Island     H.  A.  Reed  .160  Grace  St.,  Cranston  10 

Saskatchewan      ...    (G.S.E.)  Alfred  A.  Wilson  2223  Rae  St.,  Regina 

Scotland  W.  A.  Laird         76  Queen  St.,  Edinburgh  2 

South  Carolina     . .   W.  N.  Bradford   901   Palmetto   State  Life  Bldg., 

Columbia  1 
South  Dakota    Elvin  F.  Strain    Box  468,  Masonic  Temple, 

Sioux  Falls 
Tennessee    T.  E.  Doss  100-108  Seventh  Ave.  N.,  (Box  216) , 

Nashville  2 

Texas     Frank    Oldham    P.O.  Box  296,  Waco 

Utah        Bert  Atwater      Masonic  Temple,  Salt  Lake  City 

Vermont     Aaron  H.  Grout  Masonic   Temple,   Burlington 

Victoria,    Australia  Henry   O.  Thomas    164  Flinders  St.,  Melbourne  C.l 

Virginia        James  N.  Hillman     Masonic  Temple,  Richmond  20 

Washington        .         Walter    H.    Steffey      4338   University   Way,   Seattle   5 

Western    Australia  Hugh   C.   Anderson    65   St.    Georges   Terrace,   Perth 

West  Virginia   Nelson  S.  Orkney         P.O.  Box  367,  Webster  Springs 

Wisconsin    Ward   A.   Rowbottom    ...   259  East  Wells  St.,   Milwaukee  2 

Wyoming  ...  Edward   J.   Treglown  Box  1311,  Casper 

General    Grand         Roscoe   R.   Walcutt    1605-8  East  Broad  St.,  Columbus  15, 

Chapter  Ohio 

England-Wales      .     Lt.  Col.  J.  W.  Chitty   ...    Mark  Masons'  Hall. 

(M.M.M.L'ge)  40  Upper  Brook  St..  London  W.l 


INDEX  OF  PROCEEDINGS  OF  GRAND  CHAPTER 

Page 

ADDENDUM  31 

ADDRESS  (Report  of  Activities)  of  GRAND  Z 17 

ANNIVERSARIES    21 

ARCHIVE  COMMITTEE  100 

AWARD'S  DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  MEDAL 

Report  of  Committee 87 

BANQUET  ANNUAL 98 

BENEVOLENT  COMMITTEE 

Members    99 

Report  of  Committee 78 

BY-LAWS 

Amendments  to  Chapter  By-Laws 27 

CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

Grand  Z. 27 

Report  of  Committee 92 

CHAPTERS 

Dormant    27 

Inactive   27 

CHURCH  SERVICES  26 

COMMITTEES  OF  GRAND  CHAPTER  99 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  GREETINGS  95 

CONDITION  OF  CAPITULAR  MASONRY 

Committee    on 100 

Committee    Report 75 

CONSTITUTION  LAWS  AND  JURISPRUDENCE 

Committee    on 100 

CORRESPONDENCE  FRATERNAL 

Committee    on 100 

Report  ('See  Back  of  this  Book) Appendix 

CONVOCATIONS 

Annual :  Toronto 5 

Especial 

Aylmer  4 

CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE 

Report    11 

DEATHS    82 

DEDICATIONS  26 

DEMITS    106 

DISPENSATIONS    26 

DISTINGUISHED   GUESTS  6 

DISTINGUISHED  SERVICE  MEDAL  87 

Committee   on  Award 100 

Report  of  Committee 87 

DISTRICT'S  1  TO  16,  LIST  OF 

With  Chapters  107 
EDUCATION  AND  INSTRUCTION 

Committee  100 

Report  of  Committee 89 


Page 
ELECTION 

Report 88 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  AND  APPOINTMENTS 

Members    88-96-97 

FINANCES    29 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Members    99 

Report  of 79 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 

Auditors'  Report  64 

FIRST  PRINCIPALS  OF  CHAPTERS 

List  of  Names  and  Addresses 110 

FRATERNAL  DEAD 

Committee  100 

Report  of  Committee 82 

GRAND  CHAPTER 

Opening  6 

Closing    97 

Call    Off 88 

Call   On '   88 

GRAND  Z. 

Address   17 

Report  of  Committee  on 74 

Dinner    96 

Greetings    54-55 

Visitations    18-19-20-21 

GRAND  FIRST  PRINCIPALS 

Elected  116 

Honourary     116 

GRAND  MASTER 

Remarks    54 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 

List    of 117-118 

Recom  mended    21 

Roll   Call  15 

GRAND  HISTORIAN 

Election   92 

GRAND  SECRETARIES 

List  of,  with  Addresses 119 

GRAND  SCRIBE  E. 

Report    of 59 

Past  Grand  S.  E's  116 

GRAND  SUPERINTENDENTS 

Confirmation  of  Appointment                                        88 

Reports    of 32-53 

GRAND  TREASURERS 

Financial  Statement 56 

GRIEVANCES  AND  APPEALS 

Committee  99 

Report  of  Committee 92 

GUESTS,    DISTINGUISHED  6 

HONORARY  RANK  94 

HONOURS  21 


Page 

INSTALLATION    95 

INTERNATIONAL  EVENTS  27 

INVESTMENTS   29 

Committee    on 99 

Report  of  Committee 72 

JOINT  INSTALLATIONS  28 

MASONIC  LIBRARY,  TORONTO  25 

MEMBERSHIP                                             25 

Committee    100 

Report  of  Committee 90 

MINUTES 

Confirmation    10 

MEMORIAL  SERVICE  7 

NECROLOGY  (OUR  DEPARTED  COMPANIONS)  18 

NEW  ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  26 
NOMINATIONS 

Special   Committee 28 

NOTICES  OF  MOTION  29  &  94 

OBSERVATIONS 

By  Grand  Z.  (Conclusion) 30-31 

OFFICERS  OF  GRAND  CHAPTER 

Appointed   96 

Elected    88 

PAST  RANK  29 

PLACE  OF  MEETING  89 

PRESENTATION 

Past  Grand  First  Principals 8 

Toronto    Districts 8 

PRINTING  SUPPLIES 

Committee    on 99 

Report   71 

RECOGNITION  28 

REINSTATED    107 

REMARKS  OF  NEW  GRAND  Z.  95 

RESIGNATION    30 

REPORTS 

(Committee  Reports  Listed  Under  Committee) 

Grand    Historian 92 

Grand  Scribe  E 59 

Grand   Superintendents 32-53 

Grand    Treasurer 56 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONS'  WELFARE  24 
SCRIBE  E.  OF  CHAPTERS 

Names  and  Addresses 113 

STATISTICAL  TABLES  101-105 

SUSPENSIONS    106 

TORONTO  DISTRICTS  EXTEND  WELCOME  10 
VICTORY  THANKSGIVING  BENEVOLENT  FUND 

Financial    Statement 57-68 

Committee    on 100 

WARRANTS  AND  DISPENSATION'S 

Committee    on 99 

Report  of  Committee 73 


FRATERNAL 


CORRESPONDENCE 


INDEX  GRAND  CHAPTER 


Pa  pes 

Alabama  28 

AlbeTta  H 

Arizona    9 

British    Columbia  18-30-35 

California  27-31-35 

Canada  48 

Colorado  11-12-15-23-38 

Connecticut  24-43 

District  of  Columbia  18-29-37 

Delaware  16 

England  44-70 

Florida  19 

Georgia  14 

Indiana    17 

Iowa  27-36 

Ireland  29 

Kansas  15-26-31-34 

Kentucky  22-32-33-43 

Louisiana    14-31-38 

Maine  16-31-34 

Manitoba    59 

Grand  Lodge  Mark  Master  Masons 

of  England  33-36-44 

Maryland  16-29 

Massachusetts  20-28-34-42 

Michigan  12-38 

Minnesota     42 

Mississippi  10-37 


Pages 

Missouri  35 

Nebraska  23-32 

Nevada    10 

New  Brunswick  9-18 

New   Jersey  39 

New  Mexico  10 

New    York  8-19-27-33-35-39 

North  Carolina  20 

North  Dakota  11-13 

Nova  Scotia  8-35-42 

Oregon  13 

Oklahoma  19-29-40 
Pennsylvania            13-27-30-33-34-41 

Quebec  3-10-30-33 

Queensland  6 

Rhode  Island  15 

Saskatchewan  19-36 

Scotland  7 

South   Carolina  17 

South    Dakota  24 

Tennessee    33-34 

Texas  7-21-23-32-34 

Utah  21 

Vermont     12 

Victoria  65-73 

Washington  32 

West  Virginia  22-42 

Wisconsin  25-32 


INDEX  OF  SUBJECTS 

Pages 

Candidates    14 

Charity    33 

Condition  of  the  Craft  14 

De  Molay  25 

Education    40 

High   Priesthood    41 

Historical  Notes   44 

If  a  Man  Die,  Shall  He  Live  Again  19 

Insurance 42 

Inspections    43 

Grand  Representatives  43 

Masonry  and  The  World  10 

Members It 

Non  Payment  of  Dues  31 

Officers    28 

Recognition   France    39 

Rulings    42 

Statistics  46,  47 

The  Charter  of  Compact  70 

The  Royal  Arch  6 

The  Development  of  the  Royal  Arch  48 

The  Spiritual  Grandeur  of  the  Royal  Arch  65 

The  Historical  Background  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  73 

The  Word   36 

The  Work   37 

York  (Rite   27 


THE  ROYAL  CRAFT 

in  the 

Four  Divisions  of  the  Globe 

A 

REVIEW 

By 

Most  Excellent  Companion  Colonel  R.  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  V.D.,  P.G.Z. 

FOREWORD 

To  the  Most  Excellent,  the  Grand  First  Principal,  Officers  and  Com- 
panions of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 
Most  Excellent  Sir  and  Companions: 

It  is  indeed  a  pleasure  to  present  once  again  a  Fraternal  Review  of 
the  proceedings  of  fifty-eight  Grand  Jurisdictions.  This  Reviewer  hopes 
that  each  one  who  has  the  opportunity  of  reading  these  proceedings  will 
receive  a  portion  of  the  pleasure  and  benefit  that  has  accrued  to  him 
during  the  preparation  of  this  review.  To  share  in  the  hopes,  the  desires 
and  even  the  forbodings  and  admonitions  of  the  Leaders  in  the  Royal 
Craft  adds  to  one's  store  of  knowledge  of  Royal  Arch  affairs.  Despite  the 
disappointments,  the  loss  in  membership,  the  lack  of  cooperation  in  some 
quarters,  the  Leaders  of  the  Craft  maintain  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is 
one  of  the  few  organizations  in  this  troubled  world  where  all  men  can 
meet  and  proclaim  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man, 
and  is  an  important  factor  in  spreading  ideals  of  right  living  amongst  all 
men  of  good  will. 

Grateful  acknowledgement  is  tendered  to  a  number  of  reviewers  who 
favourably  commented  on  past  reviews  and  favourably  mentioned  our 
Grand  First  Principal  and  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  A  number  of 
Reviewers  appear  to  confine  their  Reviews  to  proceedings  of  the  Grand 
Chapters  in  the  United  States.  Is  this  by  design  or  are  you  not  receiving 
copies  of  our  proceedings?  Unfortunately  the  proceedings  from  Illinois, 
Montana,  Ohio,  Virginia,  Wyoming,  New  South  Wales,  New  Zealand  and 
West  Australia  were  not  received.  Should  this  be  attributed  to  the  mails, 
to  the  Grand  Secretaries  concerned  or  to  late  publishing? 

The  form  of  the  Review  has  not  been  changed.  Readers  are  referred 
to  four  articles  on  The  Royal  Arch  at  the  end  of  the  review.  Attention 
must  be  also  directed  to  the  following  articles  which  could  not  be  included: 

An  address  printed  in  the  proceedings  of  Alabama  1956  on  "Masonic 
Goals"  by  J.  Luther  Jordan,  M.E.  General  Grand  King. 

An  address  by  the  General  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  proceedings  of 
Colorado,  1955. 

A  Consolidated  History  of  Indiana  1955. 

The  "Lost  Word"  and  the  "Grand  Lodge  at  York"  by  M.  E.  Comp. 
Ray  Denslow  in  the  proceedings  of  Missouri,  1956. 

"An  Important  Word  for  Crisis  Day,"  by  Charles  D.  Broughton, 
Grand  Chaplain,  New  York. 

And,  "Yes  But  Masons"  by  M.  E.  Comp.  Charles  D.  Wills,  in  Pro- 
ceedings of  New  York,  1956. 

Fifteen  Grand  Chapters  recorded  a  net  loss  in  members.  All  Grand 
Chapters  on  this  continent  record  a  steady  increase  in  the  members  lost 
through  suspensions  for  non  payment  of  dues  and  demits.  Although  there 


were  27,602  exaltations  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapters 
reviewed,  there  were  6,842  suspensions  and  5,639  demits,  a  total  loss  in 
membership  of  11,361.  If  statistics  mean  anything,  Royal  Arch  Masonry 
lost  more  than  one  for  each  three  exaltations.  This  is  very  poor  public 
relations.  How  long  do  you  imagine  any  business  could  survive  if  one  in 
every  three  customers  were  lost,  never  to  come  back  ?  These  disgruntled, 
disappointed  and  dissatisfied  ex  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  becoming  a 
menace  to  Craft  Masonry.  More  and  more  Grand  High  Priests  and  Grand 
First  Principals  are  realizing  the  blame  cannot  be  attributed  to  laxity  on 
the  part  of  Chapter  Secretaries  in  the  collection  of  dues.  In  too  many 
cases  the  annual  dues  are  as  low  as  two  dollars  per  year.  In  the  burgeon- 
ing prosperity  of  this  continent  the  reason  is  not  financial.  It  can  only  be 
attributed  to  the  chapters.  Over-anxiety  to  secure  candidates  by  any 
means,  indifferent  conferring  of  degrees  and  lack  of  interest  by  the 
members  in  the  newly  exalted  Companion  tends  to  make  the  candidate 
feel  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  only  interested  in  his  dues.  In  a  room 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  the  neophyte  completes  his  search  and  is 
brought  into  the  very  presence  of  his  Creator.  It  is  the  culmination  of 
his  instruction  in  right  living.  This  termination  of  the  great  search  has 
been  or  should  have  been  directed  by  sincere  dedicated  and  devoted 
officers  in  a  ceremony  of  the  greatest  beauty  and  sincerity.  Principles  of 
right  living,  reverence  for  T.A.L.G.M.H.,  are  explained  in  language  rarely 
surpassed  by  the  classics  of  Shakespears  and  the  King  James  Version 
of  the  Bible.  If  the  officers  and  members  of  the  chapters  realize  their 
responsibilities  and  live  up  to  them,  stop  trying  to  compete  with  the  out- 
side entertainment  world  and  devote  their  energy  towards  the  single  goal 
of  helping  and  directing  the  candidate  in  his  search  for  truth,  the  careless, 
the  indifferent,  the  curiosity  seeker  will  not  attempt  to  enter  our  ranks. 
Suspension  and  demits  will  cease  to  trouble  the  organization. 

Many  Grand  Chapters  have  arranged  regular  inspections  by  Grand 
Chapter  officers.  It  is  quite  noticeable  that  in  many  of  their  reports  more 
space  is  devoted  to  descriptions  of  the  cordiality  of  their  receptions,  the 
excellence  of  food  served  and  the  courtesies  shown  to  their  wives  than 
they  do  in  describing  the  condition  of  the  chapter  and  the  efficiency  of 
the  officers.  Visits  of  Grand  Chapter  Officers  should  stimulate  the  chapter 
towards  better  endeavours  and  inspire  the  officers  and  members  to  a 
greater  devotion  to  their  high  calling. 

Quebec 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  understand  the  comment  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  on  page  95  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Quebec,  1956,  concerning  this  reviewer's  plain 
statement  of  fact  which  Quebec  does  not  quote  for  the  benefit  of  his 
readers. 

Freemasons  early  in  their  earear  are  advised  that  charity,  like  her 
sister  mercy,  has  the  approbation  of  heaven  and  earth  and  blesses  him 
who  gives  as  well  as  he  who  receives.  A  Freemason  is  later  admonished 
that  his  charity  should  know  no  bounds  save  those  of  prudence. 

Imagination  is  staggered  by  the  thought  of  what  might  be  accomp- 
lished if  22  per  cent  of  the  gross  revenues  of  all  Masonic  Bodies  on  this 
continent  were  contributed  to  charities  outside  our  membership.  This 
reviewer  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  his  statement  could  be  twisted 
into  an  implied  rebuke  and  a  criticism  of  the  actions  of  Quebec.  Of  course 
the  Companions  cf  Quebec  should  determine  the  use  of  their  money,  but 
why  keep  their  charity  light  under  a  bushel?  This  reviewer  attempted  to 
lift  the  bushel  and  let  the  world  see  how  admirably  they  adhere  to  Free- 
masonry's  great  precept.  May  others  follow  your  splendid  example  in 
good  works. 


THE  ROYAL  ARCH 
Manitoba  (1956) 

The  Grand  First  Principal  said: 

"Companions,  the  success  of  Capitular  Masonry  during  my  year  of 
office  does  not  lie  in  the  excellency  of  this  report,  but  rather  in  the 
splendid  meetings  and  genuine  friendship  that  has  been  so  prevalent  at 
all  my  visits  throughout  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  Whether  we  increase  our 
membership  or  not  is  not  nearly  so  important  as  that  we  continue  eager 
and  willing  to  work  and  travel  in  harmony  and  friendship  with  each 
other.  Some  may  be  discouraged  at  lack  of  personal  advancement,  social 
or  Masonic,  but  let  us  ever  remember  that  our  lives  to  a  great  extent  are 
what  we  make  them  or  on  the  other  hand  allow  them  to  become.  The 
Eternal  Spark  is  in  every  one  of  us  awaiting  our  resolve  to  do  something 
more  with  our  lives  than  we  are  doing.  We  each  have  our  own  Rough 
Ashlar  to  work  on,  and  that  basic  material  is  just  as  good  as  any  other 
man's,  and  so,  Companions,  through  all  these  associations,  fraternal  and 
otherwise,  that  have  built  up  over  the  years,  there  looms  in  my  mind  the 
predominant  thought  of  how  wonderful  it  is  for  men  to  think  well  of  each 
other,  to  try  and  forget  our  petty  differences,  and  look  for  the  better 
qualities  in  our  Companions.  In  the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  we  find 
abundant  advice,  which  if  followed,  will  keep  us  all  striving  to  exemplify 
"the  Golden  Rule."  The  kindly  fellowship  of  tolerant  Masons  throughout 
the  years  and  their  gentle  guidance  is  the  cable  tow  that  binds  us  to- 
gether and  draws  us  ever  closer  with  the  passing  of  time. 

0  brother  man,  fold  to  thy  heart  thy  brother.  Where  pity  dwells,  the 
peace  of  God  is  there. 

To  worship  rightly  is  to  love  each  other,  each  smile  a  hymn,  each 
kindly  deed  a  prayer." 

Queensland  (1955) 

The  First  Grand  Principal  observed: 

"The  basis  of  all  religion  just  as  of  our  fraternity  is  Faith — a  Belief. 
Faith  to  the  true  seeker  is  not  sufficient.  Faith  is  the  foundation  stone 
upon  which  the  temple  within  man  is  built.  The  temple  within  man  is 
built  according  to  God's  will  and  plan.  Therefore,  we  must  seek  to  under- 
stand that  plan  and  to  do  so  we  must  know  God.  The  attempt  to  under- 
stand the  nature  and  will  of  God  is  entirely  personal  and  will  differ  just 
as  individuals  differ.  Therefore  this  understanding  will  come  to  each  of 
us  only  as  a  result  of  our  own  individual  efforts.  We  derive  our  faith  from 
the  teachings  of  others.  Divine  faith  is  achieved  by  the  spirit  and  com- 
municated thence  to  the  soul  by  each  man  within  himself.  To  help  us  we 
have  the  experience  of  men  in  past  ages — men  who  have  achieved  a  high 
degree  of  mysticism  by  contemplation  and  meditation  on  spiritual  things. 
Their  experience  have  been  crystallized  into  our  degrees  as  finger-posts 
to  guide  and  help  us  plot  our  course  toward  the  object  of  our  search — a 
one-ness  with  God.  We  must  all  become  mystics  and  achieve  a  vision — an 
experience  of  the  nature  of  God — within  our  own  hearts. 

The  ancient  traditions  and  the  conclusions  of  mystics  have  been  built 
into  our  Royal  Arch  Degree  and  dramatize  the  passage  of  the  spirit  from 
the  moment  of  spiritual  resurrection  to  its  eventual  return  unto  God  who 
gave  it.  The  spirit  though  mortal  sojourn,  is  not  lifted  for  an  immediate 
reunion  with  the  Supreme  Being  but  ascends  through  the  lesser  heavens 
represented  by  the  veils  of  the  Excellent  Master,  until  at  last  purified  of 
all  earthly  dross  it  parts  the  white  veil  into  the  presence  of  its  Creator. 
There  the  last  vestige  of  worldliness  is  stripped  away  and  the  spirit 
becomes  so  perfected  that  it  can  again  become  one  with  the  Source  of  its 
being." 


Scotland  (1956) 

The  First  Grand  Principal  points  out: 

'•Royal  Arch  Masonry  teaches  us  the  lesson  of  service  without  hope 
of  reward.  I  pointed  this  out  to  the  Companions  a  year  or  two  ago  when  I 
reminded  them  of  those  strangers  from  Babylon  who  came  to  help  to  re- 
build the  temple,  and  on  learning  that  the  highest  offices  were  already 
filled,  replied  that  they  deemed  the  lowest  service  an  honour,  and  all 
they  desired  was  to  offer  their  help  and  assistance.  This  seems  a  lesson 
well  worth  remembering  and  taking  to  our  hearts,  especially  in  those 
days  when  there  seems  to  be  an  almost  universal  expectation  of  getting 
something  for  nothing.  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  brings  to  our  minds  the 
value  of  service  for  its  own  sake,  without  thought  of  recompense  or 
reward." 

Texas  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stresses: 

"It  has  been  our  desire  throughout  this  year  to  impress  upon  the 
Companions  of  this  great  State  the  importance  of  making  our  Masonry 
live  in  our  hearts  and  minds  every  day  of  our  lives  in  all  our  dealings  with 
our  fellow  men  whoever  they  may  be.  It  is  our  feeling  that  it  is  not  enough 
for  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  just  meet  for  the  conferring  of  degrees  and  the 
conducting  of  the  necessary  business.  In  order  to  make  our  noble  Order 
become  a  real  force  in  our  communities,  State  and  Nation,  we  must  live 
our  Masonry,  bringing  the  sublime  principles  of  its  teachings  into  active 
practice.  If  we  fail  to  do  this  then  our  great  Institution  becomes  just 
another  Order,  and  in  such  a  case  does  not  deserve  to  prosper  and  con- 
tinue to  grow.  Let  us  keep  the  great  Institution  of  Masonry  from  becom- 
ing like  so  many  of  the  pagan  religions  of  the  world  which  worship  false 
idols. 

In  the  Great  Light  in  Masonry  we  find  in  the  Book  of  the  Prophet 
Micah,  Chapter  6,  Verses  6-8,  the  following  quotation: 

'Wherewith  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myself  before  the 
high  God  ?  Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt  offerings,  with  calves  of  a 
year  old? 

Will  the  Lord  be  pleased  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  ten 
thousands  of  rivers  of  oil?  Shall  I  give  my  firstborn  for  my  transgres- 
sion, the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  sin  of  my  soul 

He  hath  shewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good;  and  what  doth  the  Lord 
require  of  thee,  but  to  do  justlv,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God?' 

In  the  days  of  Micah  his  people  were  worshiping  God  with  their  lips, 
but  they  were  not  living  in  accordance  with  the  great  precepts  as  laid 
down  by  the  inspired  men  of  the  Old  Testament  days.  Tihey  ere  going 
through  the  forms  of  worship,  but  they  did  not  deal  justly,  love  mercy, 
or  walk  humbly  with  their  God.  Are  not  we  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  often 
in  the  same  position  as  those  people  in  the  days  of  the  Prophet  Micah  ? 
Let  us  take  stock  of  our  own  lives  and  search  our  souls  for  are  we  doing 
all  that  we  can  to  live  by  the  teachings  of  the  Great  Light  in  Masonry? 
Do  we  deel  justly  with  all  men  in  our  daily  walks  of  life?  Are  all  our 
business  and  social  contacts  on  the  high  plane  of  dealing  justly?  Would 
we  welcome  our  Lord  at  all  times  if  He  should  suddenly  stand  before  us 
in  the  flesh  while  we  were  carrying  on  our  transactions  with  our  fellow 
man  ?  Could  we  face  Him  at  any  hour  of  the  day  without  extreme  embar- 
rassment? My  dear  Companions,  remember  He  is  looking  at  each  of  us 
at  all  times  wherever  we  are,  whatever  we  are  doing,  searching  the  inner- 
most recesses  of  our  hearts.  Do  we  ever  endeavour  to  drive  an  unjust 
bargain  in  order  to  benefit  ourselves  materially?  Only  our  conscience 
and  our  God  can  answer  that  correctly.  Do  we  love  mercy?  Are  we 
always  charitable  not  only  with  cur  worldly  goods,  but  with  our  judgment 
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of  others  ?  Are  we  willing  to  extend  a  helping  hand  to  some  poor  soul  who 
has  fallen  in  sin  and  is  earnestly  trying  to  rise  again?  Remember,  it  is 
more  noble  to  have  sinned  and  risen  to  heights  of  goodness  than  never  to 
have  sinned  at  all. 

Do  we  always  walk  humbly  with  our  God?  Do  wife  turn  to  Him  for 
help  in  our  time  of  need  and  above  all  do  we  thank  Him  for  the  many 
blessings  that  He  has  bestowed  upon  each  one  of  us?  The  poorest  man  in 
this  room  today  is  rich  in  comparison  to  the  millions  who  are  starving  in 
other  lands.  People  who  are  not  only  starving  for  food  but  for  love  and 
care.  Every  one  of  us  should  be  thankful  that  we  do  not  live  in  a  country 
where  at  any  time  we  might  be  snatched  from  our  loved  ones  and  sent  to 
a  concentration  camp  without  even  knowing  with  what  crime  we  are 
charged. 

But  above  all  to  walk  humbly  before  our  God.  We  should  never  under 
any  circumstances  take  His  name  in  vain.  No  living  soul  has  that  right 
and  for  a  Mason  to  do  so  is  one  of  the  worst  sins  that  he  can  commit. 
Some  people  may  not  know  any  better,  but  for  a  Mason  there  is  no 
excuse.  I  refer  you  to  the  charge  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree  and 
also  in  the  Fellowship  Degrees.  I  refer  you  also  to  the  Holy  Bible  and 
the  third  commandment:  'Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  vain."  Those  who  are  guilty  of  this  serious  offense,  have  they 
ever  stopped  to  consider  how  little  each  of  us  are  when  compared  with 
the  universe?  Our  world,  which  is  big  to  us,  is  but  a  pinpoint  in  the 
galaxy  of  suns  and  worlds,  all  of  which  are  governed  by  mightly  laws, 
created  and  set  in  motion  by  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  yet  He  deigns  to 
show  His  love  for  us  in  many  ways.  He  cares  for  each  individual.  In  spite 
of  all  this,  some  men  assume  superior  attitudes,  placing  themselves  up 
as  important  in  the  scheme  of  things,  daring  to  use  the  name  of  our 
Creator  and  Father  in  vain  and  in  an  ugly  manner. 

One  other  matter  I  have  endeavoured  to  stress  throughout  the  year, 
and  it  is  because  of  a  very  strong  conviction  on  my  part.  I  am  convinced 
that  every  Mason  should  be  an  active  member  of  some  church  or  syna- 
gogue. No  real  American  would  desire  to  bring  up  his  children  in  a  com- 
munity that  did  not  have  a  church.  A  nation  that  does  not  worship  and 
revere  God  is  eventually  doomed.  It  is  treading  on  the  path  that  leads  to 
destruction  and  death." 

Nova  Scotia  (1956) 

The  Grand  Chaplain  advises: 

"Therefore,  my  Companions,  use  the  wisdom  of  the  ages  for  your 
own  personal  good  and  for  the  good  of  the  order.  The  discipline  advocated 
by  our  Masonic  lore  is  important — yes,  it  is  vital  to  our  well-being.  There 
is  nothing  secret  that  shall  not  be  revealed.  Chipping  off  the  rough  ex- 
crescenses  and  smoothing  the  ashlar  of  our  lives  is  more  than  a  lofty 
phrase — it  is  the  keystone  of  successful  living.  If  this  can  become  part  of 
us,  and  the  work  of  our  Grand  Chapter  freed  from  selfishness  and  self- 
seeking — how  beautiful  the  structure  will  become!  But  this  demands  of 
every  Companion  of  the  Royal  Arch  absolute  sincerity  of  purpose.  Com- 
panions, across  the  ages  comes  the  warning,  'Be  sure  your  sin  will  find 
you  out/  The  unselfish  person  is  never  in  danger  of  sin.  The  Royal  Arch 
Mason  who  is  true  to  his  ideals  need  never  take  alarm  when  this  warning 
is  sounded  at  the  outer  door." 

New  York  1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  points  out: 

"We  are  a  large  family  of  companions  who  share  the  same  joys,  the 
same  hope,  the  same  faith,  in  the  God  of  our  fathers.  It  is  good  to  know 
this.  There  lies  the  secret  of  Freemasonry — one-ness  of  purpose  in 
uniting  all  mankind  to  the  truth  of  our  relationship  to  God  and  man. 
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A  thousand  years  from  now  will  be  found  the  same  determination — 
searching  for  the  Word.  Interpretations  may  differ  as  man  progresses, 
but  one  thing  is  certain,  the  Word,  when  discovered,  will  be  found  im- 
mutable, and  immortal,  as  God. 

The  attractions  of  the  present  day  lead  away  from  the  truths  of  Scrip- 
ture. Inventions  and  discoveries  are  more  often  accredited  to  person, 
rather  than  to  Wisdom,  the  Author  of  all  good.  Solomon  declared  that  it 
is  Wisdom  who  builds  the  house  and  that  it  is  the  understanding  of  Wis- 
dom that  such  a  house  is  established.  In  reality,  Wisdom  could  not  spring 
from  a  non-intelligent  source.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  that  which  is 
destined  to  dissolution  and  decay  cannot  possess  intelligence,  nor  think. 
Nothing  material  can  ever  simulate  the  wisdom  of  God,  or  Omniscient 
Intelligence. 

The  purpose  of  our  Ancient  Craft  is  to  awaken  mankind  to  the 
realities  of  Spirit,  or  God.  To  excite  the  mind  to  rise  above  the  frailities 
of  so-called  mortal  existence  to  the  realities  of  life  eternal;  to  the  spiritual 
understanding  of  man's  eternal  temple,  or  body,  'whose  Builder  and 
Maker  is  God.' " 

Manitoba  (1956) 

The  Fraternal  Correspondent  asks: 

"We  have  a  tremendous  job  to  do.  So  many  go  through  the  various 
parts  of  our  work  with  little  or  no  understanding  of  what  obligations  and 
responsibilities  they  have  taken.  To  us  comes  the  challenge.  Do  we  our- 
selves know  enough  about  Masonry  to  be  in  a  position  to  teach  its  les- 
sons? May  I  in  closing  quote  this  verse: 

When  nations  are  to  perish  in  their  sins 

Tis  in  the  Church  leprosy  begins. 

The  priest  whose  office  is  with  zeal  sincere 

To  watch  the  fountain  and  preserve  it  clear, 

Carelessly  nods  and  sleeps  upon  the  brink 

While  others  poison  what  the  flock  must  drink." 

Arizona  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  states: 

"We  are  a  Grand  Body,  not  only  in  name  and  tradition,  but  in 
actuality.  It  behooves  us  to  resolve  any  differences  we  may  have  in 
companionship  and  brotherhood,  and  work  together,  including  Masons  of 
all  Degrees  and  Rites  and  all  affiliated  organizations,  to  preserve  the 
great  liberties  and  privileges  which  have  been  handed  down  to  us,  for  the 
good  of  our  States,  our  nation  and  our  posterity.  Let  us  lay  aside  our 
indifferences,  sacrifice  some  of  our  ease  and  energetically  dedicate  our- 
selves to  the  service  of  mankind.  Nothing  less  should  be  expected  from  a 
group  of  Masons." 

New  Brunswick  (1956) 

The  Grand  Chaplain  advises : 

"In  closing,  let  us  not  fail  to  grasp  a  third  lesson  taught  here.  Al- 
though Zerubabel,  Josiah  and  Ezra  had  rebuilt  the  Temple  a  generation 
before  this  as  the  place  for  nurture  and  development  of  men,  God  reveals 
to  us  in  Nehemiah  that  the  Temple  fails  in  its  purpose  if  its  spiritual 
vitality  does  not  express  itself  in  the  daily  life  of  the  people  in  rebuild- 
ing the  walls  of  the  city  making  the  community,  the  nation  and  the  world 
a  better  place  to  live  in.  As  a  Companion,  a  craftsman  and  a  builder  how 
do  you  meet  the  challenge  of  much  rubbish?  Is  your  Masonry  confined 
only  to  the  four  walls  of  the  Masonic  Temple  or  does  it  express  its 
vitality  in  making  your  community  a  better  place  for  you  and  your 
children  to  live  in?" 
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New  Mexico  (1956) 

The  Deputy  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Scottish  Rite  in  New  Mexico 
advises : 

"While  we  of  the  Scottish  Rite  think  that  we  cover  a  great  deal  of 
Masonry  in  the  thirty-two  degrees  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  we  know  that 
there  are  things  brought  out,  there  are  Masonic  philosophies  that  are 
presented  to  the  candidate  in  the  Chapter  and  in  the  Council  that  are  not 
presented,  at  least  in  the  same  way,  to  members  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  So  I 
feel  that  every  member,  every  Mason,  should  get  all  of  the  information 
that  he  can  about  Masonry  if  he  is  to  be  a  good  Mason  and  really  under- 
stand the  philosophies  of  Masonry." 

Mississippi  (1956) 

The  F-ratemal  Correspondent  warns: 

"A  large  number  of  suggestions  for  changes  in  the  laws,  rules  and 
regulations  were  made  in  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  Many  of  these 
were  approved  while,  in  a  number  of  cases,  they  were  not.  One  of  the 
fine  things  about  Masonry  is  that,  down  through  the  ages,  its  members 
have  been  able  to  revise  and  adjust  their  laws  and  regulations  to  con- 
form to  the  type  of  society  in  which  they  were  operating  without  having 
to  sacrifice  a  single  basic  principle  of  the  order.  So  long  as  this  remains 
the  case  just  so  long  will  Masonry  continue  to  grow  and  exert  a  great 
influence  on  mankind.  When  we  come  to  consider  any  changes  in  our  laws 
let  us  keep  in  mind  to  'Guard  well  our  walls'  and  to  go  slow  in  any  move 
that  might  'Remove  any  of  the  ancient  landmarks  left  us  by  our  fathers.'  " 

MASONRY  IN  THE  WORLD 
Quebec  (1956) 

The  Grand  First  Principal  concluded: 

"The  international  situation  is  still  cause  for  concern.  Strife  in  the 
Middle  East  is  most  regrettable.  Nuclear  energy  and  weapons  are  a  threat 
to  civilization.  Every  little  while  we  receive  a  resassuring  message  from 
an  experienced  statesman  which  is  well  versed  in  international  affairs. 
He  might  tell  us  that  the  fear  of  neuclear  energy  is  the  deterrent  to  war. 
The  greatest  comfort  to  all  is  to  see  and  feel  the  beginning  of  a  good  old- 
fashioned  religious  revival.  The  return  of  prayer — to  acknowledge  God 
as  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Father  of  all  things.  When  we  have  progressed 
in  the  'back  to  church  pilgrimage  with  religion'  in  our  hearts  and  minds, 
and  uppermost  in  our  thoughts,  the  Prince  of  Love  will  take  over  to  re- 
place the  devil  of  hate.  Then  we  will  have  hopes  of  settling  down  to 
breathe  easier  in  an  era  of  perfect  peace  and  brotherly  love." 

Nevada   (1956) 

The  Grand  Orator  said: 

"The  destruction  of  forces  that  proclaim  individual  freedom  produces 
total  control  of  all  thought,  all  action,  all  affiliation  and  all  education. 
The  course  that  Communism  is  taking  is  clear.  By  undermining  positive 
forces  for  freedom  it  minimizes  the  opposition  of  democracy.  Its  infiltra- 
tion generally  is  found  in  those  of  our  institutions  which  mould  public 
opinion.  The  great  danger  lies  in  the  failure  of  our  people  to  oppose  in 
every  way  the  limiting  of  our  traditional  freedoms  for  all  people.  To 
overcome  this  we  must  constantly,  and  by  every  legitimate  means  at  our 
disposal,  carry  on  a  program  of  education  for  democracy.  In  this  educa- 
tional program  Masonry  must  play  its  effective  part  by  teaching  its 
members  the  application  of  our  philosophy  to  their  individual  lives  and 
by  supporting  and  encouraging  those  forces  in  society  which  are  directed 
toward  similar  ends.  The  alternative  to  Communism  is  Spirituality, 
brotherly  concern,  and  living  democracy,  all  of  which  are  the  practical 
ends  of  Masonic  education." 
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North  Dakota  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Capitular  Education  and  Good  of  the  Order  said: 

"If  Freemasonry  is  to  survive  as  a  potent  force  in  America,  it  must 
be  successfully  adjusted  into  present  and  future  conditions.  Its  ancient 
glory,  like  the  divinity  of  kings,  gives  no  positive  assurance  of  permanency 
or  prestige.  A  man  must  do  more  than  be  encased  in  a  cloak  of  respect- 
ability and  boast  of  a  noble  heritage,  if  he  is  to  erect  temples  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  further  the  welfare  of  humanity. 

That  this  adjustment  is  imperatively  urgent  is  demonstrated  in  our 
dwindling  membership  and  indifferenct  attendance." 

Colorado  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"It  is  borne  upon  us  at  every  turn  that  we  today  are  living  in  the 
midst  of  another  of  the  periodically  recurring  convulsions  of  human 
history.  Throughout  every  aspect  of  the  social  life  of  the  human  species 
constant  and  continuing  upheavals,  revolutions  and  reorganizations 
change  or  destroy  what  had  seemed  to  be  immutable  conclusions  or  solid 
foundations;  sociological,  economic,  scientific,  philosophic,  religious  con- 
cepts are  in  a  state  of  flux,  and  at  times  it  seems  that  there  exists  no 
rock  on  which  we  can  erect  the  temple  of  our  present  life. 

In  the  short  space  of  my  own  existence  I  have  seen  this  nation  in- 
volved in  three  bitter  and  brutal  wars,  a  corroding  depression,  and  a 
continuing  state  of  tension  and  uncertaintly  known  as  a  cold  war.  These 
desperate  events,  however  much  material  destruction  they  might  have 
caused,  however  much  human  blood  they  may  have  shed,  however  much 
misery  and  degration  they  may  have  brought  upon  the  race,  are  but  the 
outward  manifestation  of  the  inner  conflict  which  lies  at  the  base  of  this 
present  surge  of  history. 

That  conflict  is  eternal  and  recognized  by  all  of  us  in  certain  of  its 
forms:  the  conflict  between  the  constructive  and  the  destrutive,  between 
good  and  evil,  between  God  and  Satan.  Throughout  the  span  of  human 
existence  on  this  planet  the  conflict  has  been  desperate  and  the  outcome  in 
doubt;  and  yet  in  the  midst  of  every  crisis  a  peaceful  light  from  heaven 
has  guided  the  beleaguered  race  to  sanctuary. 

Here  we  find  the  significance  and  the  enduring  strength  of  Masonry. 
It  penetrates  through  the  mists  of  confusion  and  the  bogs  of  despair  and, 
by  its  excellent  precepts,  its  teaching  of  eternal  truths,  its  ancient  and 
immutable  landmarks,  it  provides  us  with  that  rock  of  adamant  on  which 
we  may  safely  and  confidently  build  our  temple. 

Yet  even  within  our  Fraternity  I  have  felt  the  changing  currents,  the 
shifting  pressures.  During  the  year  just  past  I  have  felt,  to  employ  a 
well-worn  metaphor,  that  I  was  at  the  helm  of  a  ship  buffeted  by  angry 
and  contending  tides;  the  pressures  of  the  social  flux  bear  also  upon  our 
Order,  it  being  a  part  of  that  society.  If,  during  the  past  year,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  steer  a  firm  course,  to  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks, 
to  add,  however  slightly,  to  the  luster  of  our  Order,  it  has  only  been  with 
the  assistance  of  God  and  of  my  fellows  in  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

MEMBERS 
Alberta  (1956) 
The  Grand  Z  stated: 

"One  is  always  pleased  with  an  increase  in  membership,  even  if  it  is 
the  smallest  increase  during  the  last  thirteen  years,  only  ninety-four.  This 
is  greater  than  I  expected  last  September.  I  certainly  had  visions  of 
history  repeating  itself.  When  this  Grand  Chapter  was  formed  in  1914  we 
had  twelve  years  of  increases;  four  years  of  alternating  small  decrease 
or  increase,  then  came  thirteen  vears  of  decreases  until  we  had  lost  over 


12 

forty  per  cent  of  our  membership.  During  1944  the  tide  turned  and  we 
have  had  twelve  years  of  increases.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  since 
1950  net  increases  have  been  decreasing*.  Why  this  state  of  affairs?  We 
are  living  in  a  land  of  plenty,  prosperity  the  greatest  in  our  history  and 
each  year  the  population  increasing  by  the  tens  of  thousands." 

Michigan  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"Any  organization,  when  it  is  not  moving  forward,  has  ceased  to 
become  a  dynamic  unit.  Although  there  have  been  contributing  factors  to 
this  decrease  in  membership,  such  as  a  high  mortality  rate,  and  a  slacken- 
ing of  interest  in  Symbolic  Masonry,  as  evidenced  by  the  decline  in  the 
annual  increase  of  Blue  Lodge  Masons,  yet,  when  such  conditions  present 
themselves,  we  must  strive,  with  ever  increasing  vigor,  to  spread  light 
and  information  to  all  uninformed  Brethren. 

Companions,  you  have  done  just  that,  for,  after  examination  of  our 
progress  reports  for  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  we  had  already 
exalted  more  Companions  than  in  any  entire  one  of  the  past  three  years, 
and  still  have  four  months  to  go.  Even  though  this  high  rate  of  exaltations 
should  decline  by  fifty  per  cent  the  balance  of  the  year,  we  still  expect  to 
reach  our  highest  peak  in  membership  in  twenty  years.  Not  only  are  we 
showing  enough  gain  to  cancel  all  our  previous  losses,  but  also  to  show  a 
good  net  gain  over  and  above  that.  In  addition  to  this,  we  are  in  the  pro- 
cess of  forming  a  number  of  new  Chapters.  Companions,  we  are  in  a  very 
healthy  state  indeed. 

No  one  Companion,  or  group  of  Companions,  is  responsible  for  this 
growth.  Each  and  every  Companion  present  here  today  has,  in  some 
measure,  contributed  by  working  in  the  quarries  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry, 
and,  equally  important,  by  showing  more  interest  in  Symbolic  Masonry. 
Remember,  Companions,  that  the  time  and  effort  we  expend  by  activity  in 
Symbolic  Masonry  will  not  only  reflect  to  our  credit,  but  will  also  accrue 
to  our  benefit. 

May  we  all  continue  to  work  together  in  harmony  and  peace,  so  that 
the  Great  Lights  of  our  fraternity  shall  never  be  dimmed." 

Florida  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  recommended: 

"That  greater  care  be  taken  in  admitting  members  in  our  Order. 
Masonry  is  a  sacred  institution  which  solicits  no  one  to  join  its  ranks  and 
those  who  come  to  it  should  come  with  a  definite  purpose  of  increasing 
their  spiritual  stature,  for  personal  improvement  and  to  be  better  able 
to  serve  their  fellows.  When  they  enter  the  fraternity  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, they  injure  themselves.  If  they  come  for  worldly  gain,  for  social  or 
fraternal  benefits,  or  to  be  eligible  to  join  another  Order,  they  are  not 
Masons  and  know  nothing  of  its  teaching,  do  themselves  no  good  and 
clutter  up  the  Masonic  ranks  with  a  host  of  drones.  One  reason  that  there 
is  poor  attendance  at  our  meetings  is  that  those  who  have  been  initiated 
were  never  really  interested  in  Masonry  but  joined  our  ranks  for  other 
purposes." 

Vermont  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"During  the  past  few  years  I  have  heard  many  discussions  about  the 
apathy  of  the  rank  and  file  of  our  membership,  both  at  home  and  in  other 
jurisdictions.  I  have  heard  statements  and  even  arguments  that  there 
should  be  more  Masonry  in  men  rather  than  more  men  in  Masonry.  I  feel 
this  discussion  to  be  generally  useless.  Anyone  knows  that  if  we  do  not 
maintain  our  numbers  and  even  increase  them  in  a  growing  world  popula- 
tion that  we  shall   slowly  but  surely   die   out.   Yes,   we   do   need   more 
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Masonry  in  men,  desperately,  and  by  the  same  token,  when  we  really  get 
more  Masonry  in  men,  we  shall  have  more  men  in  Masonry.  One  of  my 
greatest  disappointments  during  the  past  year  was  the  lack  of  enthusiasm 
in  Chapters  of  Instruction.  This  is  one  of  the  surest  ways  of  getting  more 
Masonry  in  men.  Ritual,  instruction  and  improvement  in  same  is  only  a 
part  of  Freemasonry,  but  it  is  basic,  my  brothers." 

Pennsylvania  (1955) 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence: 

"To  waive  time  on  petitions  and  the  request  to  the  G.H.P.  for  a  dis- 
pensation is  not  a  difficult  problem  to  solve.  Do  the  By-laws  require  a 
reference  to  a  committee?  If  so,  obey  the  law  and  do  not  ask  the  G.H.P. 
to  violate  his  OB,  and  the  law  with  a  dispensation.  We  know  there  are 
those  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  fraternity  who  should  not  have  been. 
Are  we  to  advance  them  without  proper  inquiry  The  fact  that  a  man  is 
a  Master  Mason,  is  not,  of  necessity,  evidence  he  is  proper  material  to  be 
advanced.  If  a  petition  is  received  and  balloted  upon  at  the  same  convoca- 
tion, what  knowledge  has  the  member  who  is  not  present  of  the  petition  ? 
Are  you  guarding  the  outer  door?  Do  you  agree  with  P.G.Z.  Conover  as 
you  quote  under  Canada,  1954  ?  This  writer  does." 

North  Dakota  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

"The  results  in  the  membership  column  are  far  from  satisfactory. 
During  the  year  we  Exalted  86.  It  should  have  been  many  times  that 
number.  We  affiliated  18  and  re-instated  13.  However,  we  lost  to  the 
Land  of  No  Return  67  Companions,  31  demitted  and  30  were  suspended 
for  non-payment  of  dues.  Certainly  the  demits  and  suspensions  are  en- 
tirely too  large.  Secretaries  should  give  this  matter  their  close  attention 
and  encourage  our  companions  to  continue  their  membership.  Twelve 
Chapters  show  a  loss.  Eight  show  a  net  gain  and  three  have  held  their 
own.  Surely  with  a  little  more  work  on  our  part  we  could  have  changed 
this  overall  picture.  It  is  all  summed  up  in  the  one  word,  'WORK.'  We  do 
have  one  consoling  thought,  however,  since  the  turn  of  the  year  several 
Chapters  have  been  very  active  and  a  goodly  number  of  candidates  have 
been  exalted." 

Oregon  (1956) 

The  Grand  Orator  stated: 

"It  is  not  enough  to  merely  get  the  initiation  fee  and  another  dues 
paying  member  on  our  rolls.  Our  customer,  which  he  is  now,  SHOULD 
BE  MADE  HAPPY  AND  SATISFIED  WITH  HIS  PURCHASE. 

Don't  just  invite  him  to  meetings.  BRING  HIM  TO  MEETINGS! 

Don't  let  him  become  a  'sidelines.'  Give  him  some  part  of  the  work 
to  do,  even  if  it  is  only  moving  furniture  during  degree  work. 

When  he  does  come  to  meetings,  greet  him  cordially  and  make  him 
feel  that  he  is  an  important  part  of  the  Chapter — that  he  rightfully  and 
justly  BELONGS. 

If  he  misses  two  or  more  meetings  have  someone  call  on  him  to  find 
the  reason,  he  may  be  sick  or  in  distress. 

Some  men  become  more  quickly  associated  with  groups  than  do 
others.  Because  some  may  seem  shy  and  retiring  is  no  reason  to  shun  and 
forsake  them— they  may  be  THE  BEST  MATERIAL  WE  HAVE  IF 
PROPERLY  APPROACHED  AND  ENCOURAGED.  Furthermore,  if 
they  become  convinced  that  they  are  a  part — that  they  do  belong — that 
they  are  important — then  we  have  gained  not  only  a  good  member  but 
another  salesman,  another  booster  and  enthusiastic  representative  for  our 
Chapter. 
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CANDIDATES 
Louisianna  (1955) 

From  the  Rej)07't  of  Foreign  Correspondence  we  quote : 

"What  Do  We  Owe  Our  Candidates  ? 

The  best  we  have.  That's  the  answer. 

Stores  maintain  high  quality  merchandise  for  the  dollars  we  spend 
and  the  clerks  through  whose  hands  the  trades  are  made  are  courteous 
and  obliging.  Because  of  customers'  confidence  mercantile  establishments 
prosper  over  the  years,  adding  new  customers. 

I  have  never  believed  that  we  sell  Masonic  degrees,  although  many 
speak  of  selling  them.  We  interest,  or  try  to  interest  our  friends  in  what 
we  have.  We  are  like  the  mercantile  establishments  offering  goods  to 
their  customers  at  prices,  they  advertise,  so  do  we,  but  somewhere  along 
the  line  we  branch  off,  for  ours  is  more  educational.  They  sell  for  wear- 
ing or  eating;  we  offer  education,  spiritual  uplift.  The  stores  offer 
courteous  treatments  in  their  dealings  with  the  public. 

What  do  we  offer  our  candidates? 

Isn't  it  pitiful  some  of  the  shoddy  degree  work  seen  at  times  ?  Officers 
walking  around  with  a  ritual  in  their  hands;  others  being  prompted. 
Short  cuts  in  degree  work?  Yes,  often.  Have  you  ever  heard  this  state- 
ment? 'Brother,  we  are  going  to  omit  the  lecture  that  goes  with  this 
degree,  and  sometime  you  come  back  up  here  when  this  degree  is  being 
conferred  and  you  will  hear  it.'  It  is  true  the  candidate  doesn't  know 
anything  about  a  degree  he  is  about  to  receive,  so  the  officers  feel  justi- 
fied in  eliminating  the  singing  of  a  song — it  will  save  time — they  can 
close  and  go  home  earlier — not  realizing  the  effectiveness  of  the  degree 
is  being  injured;  just  short  changing  the  candidate.  Some  day  that  candi- 
date is  going  to  find  it  out  and  what  is  his  reaction  ?  It  may  be  either  of 
two  things.  First,  he  might  think  the  degree  was  properly  conferred,  will 
join  in  the  slaughter  of  degree  work,  or  he  might  feel  he  was  not  given 
the  best — result  dissatisfaction — suspension.  Is  it  possible  to  confer 
any  York  Rite  degree  in  nine  minutes  and  do  justice  to  the  degree  and  at 
the  same  time  give  the  candidate  what  he  is  entitled  to  ?  Absolutely  'No.' 
Yet  it  is  being  done. 

Suspensions  face  us  nation-wide.  Poor  attendance  at  Chapter  meet- 
ings is  talked  about.  To  start  at  the  bottom  and  build  up,  since  we  are 
apparently  failing  to  interest  and  hold  our  present  memberships,  is  to 
begin  with  our  candidates.  Stress  good  degree  work,  cut  no  corners,  use 
imagination  to  some  extent  in  building  up  performance  of  degree  teams 
with  robes,  lighting  effects,  proper  paraphernalia,  thereby  giving  the 
candidates  value  for  their  fees. 

We  owe  our  candidates  satisfaction  and  a  life  time  of  pleasure  in 
Capitular  Masonry." 

CONDITION  OF  THE  CRAFT 

Georgia  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  P?'iest  stated: 

"A  comparison  of  the  number  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  the  Master 
Masons  in  this  State  indicates  that  there  is  about  one  Royal  Arch  Mason 
for  every  three  Master  Masons.  This  proportion  indicates  there  is  a  large 
number  of  Master  Masons  who  but  await  the  appropriate  invitation  from 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason  to  complete  their  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  to 
advance  into  more  light  in  Masonry.  With  the  prospects  as  close  to  us  as 
our  Blue  Lodges,  it  behooves  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  be  mindful  of  our 
obligations  to  dispense  true  Masonic  Light  and  Knowledge  to  our  lesser 
informed  brothers.  We  can  best  accomplish  this  by  persuading  our 
brothers  of  the  Blue  Lodges  that  they  should  apply  for  the  capitular  and 
other  degrees  of  the  York  Rite  that  complete  the  story  that  has  been 
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only  partly  told  to  them  in  the  Blue  Lodges.  Thus  we  would  help  them  to 
discover  that  which  was  lost  and  we  would  more  fully  assist  them  in  the 
completion  and  dedication  of  the  Temple  of  Life,  all  to  the  HOLINESS 
OF  THE  LORD." 

Kansas  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  asks: 

"The  question  arises,  'Is  there  something  wrong  with  Capitular 
Masonry,  or  has  it  lost  its  appeal?'  This  Reviewer  will  never  concede  that 
there  is  anything  wrong  with  the  teaching  and  the  philosophy  of  the  Royal 
Craft,  but  it  has  finally  become  his  belief  that  the  Degrees  of  the  Chapter 
are  too  long  and  complicated  to  be  successfully  carried  on  in  small  places 
and  with  limited  numbers  of  workers. 

The  long  degrees  require  the  officers  and  workers  to  remain  out 
until  very  late  hours  at  night,  and  usually  when  the  Chapter  is  closed,  no 
one  is  left  in  attendance  but  the  poor  officers  who  cannot  get  away,  and 
the  candidates.  It  would  seem  the  part  of  wisdom  to  eliminate  all  of  the 
non-essential  part  of  these  degrees  and  get  them  down  to  where  they 
can  be  intelligently  conferred,  and  the  conferral  completed  at  some 
reasonable  hour. 

All  of  the  programs  of  Masonic  Education,  all  of  the  other  plans  for 
promoting  Chapter  interest  are  subordinate  to  the  program  of  interesting 
degree  work,  and  the  Candidate  has  to  be  sold  on  the  beauty  and  the 
importance  of  Capitular  Masonry  at  the  time  he  is  most  susceptible  and 
that  is  when  he  takes  the  work." 

Rhode  Island  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported'. 

"The  general  condition  of  the  Capitular  Rite  in  this  Jurisdiction  is 
improving.  Every  Chapter  has  worked  candidates  and  some  of  the 
Chapters,  who  a  few  years  ago  were  in  desperate  condition  have  had 
phenomenal  increases  in  candidates.  Grand  Chapter  is  ever  ready  and 
willing  to  help  but  the  real  work  must  be  done  at  individual  Chapter 
level.  It  has  been  proven  this  year  that  active,  interested  Chapter  officers 
can  by  their  own  efforts  make  outstanding  advances  in  their  Chapters.  A 
planned  program  has  been  a  great  help  to  many  Chapters  and  I  suggest 
every  High  Priest  try  to  lay  out  his  year's  program  promptly." 

Colorado  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"A  further  indication  of  the  condition  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  is  found 
in  the  following:  as  of  July  31,  1955,  there  were  in  Colorado  7,402  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  the  last  report  of  the  Grand  Secretary  lists  44,946  Master 
Masons,  and  the  1954  reports  from  the  Scottish  Rite  indicate  that  there 
are  13,280  members  of  the  A.A.S.R.  in  Colorado.  In  other  words,  16.5  per 
cent  of  the  Blue  Lodge  are  members  of  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  29 
per  cent  are  members  of  the  Consistory. 

With  all  respect  to  our  brethren  of  the  Consistory,  I  hold  that  this  is 
not  a  healthy  condition  Masonically.  It  is  a  splendid  thing  that  more  than 
thirteen  and  a  quarter  thousand  Master  Masons  have  gone  in  search  of 
further  light  by  joining  the  Consistory,  of  which,  incidentally  I  am  also  a 
member;  but  both  by  logic  and  by  considering  the  welfare  of  the  in- 
dividual brother  I  am  certain  that  there  should  be  more — considerably 
more — than  thirteen  and  a  quarter  thousand  Master  Masons  of  Colorado 
who  have  joined  the  Chapter. 

This  conclusion  derived  from  an  analysis  of  the  nature  of  the  two 
Rites.  As  every  member  realizes,  the  Royal  Arch  chapter  is  most  in- 
timately connected  with  symbolic  Lodge — it  was,  for  a  time,  a  part  of 
that  body.  Its  degrees  are  founded  directly  on  the  legends,  and  are  intend- 
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ed  to  enlarge,  explain  and  complete  that  work.  This  direct  derivation  not 
only  makes  them  entirely  comprehensible  to  the  average  serious  Mason, 
but  renders  them  essential  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  logical  and 
philosophic  framework  of  the  symbolic  Lodge. 

This  year,  however,  has  been  devoted  to  organizing  our  Royal  Arch 
Advancement  program.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  devoted  and  accomp- 
lished Grand  Chapter  offices  who  are  following  me  in  the  line,  and  with 
the  preliminary  work  which  has  been  accomplished  during  my  year,  I  am 
quite  certain  that  each  succeeding  year  will  show  an  increasingly  better 
record  in  extending  the  light  afforded  by  the  Royal  Arch  to  our  brethren 
in  Masonry." 

Maryland   (1955) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  this  is  quoted: 

"Eight  Chapters  reported  a  net  gain,  three  no  change,  and  fifteen  a 
loss  in  membership,  which  resulted  in  a  net  loss  by  the  Grand  Chapter. 
The  losses  by  death,  demit,  and  suspension  were  slightly  less  than  four 
per  cent.  The  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  in  their  report  last 
year  showed  interest  in  attendance  at  convocations.  This  information  is 
always  available  and  this  year  the  average  attendance  at  all  convocations 
throughout  the  State  was  11  per  cent.  Lowest  four  per  cent  which  was  a 
large  Chapter,  and  the  highest  was  22  per  cent  which  was  one  of  the 
smaller  Chapters.  Eleven  per  cent  does  not  appear  bad,  until  you  realize 
some  Chapters  must  have  that  percentage  present  to  open.  The  amount  of 
dues  outstanding  might  also  be  of  interest.  The  average  of  all  Chapters 
is  24  per  cent  of  one  year's  dues.  The  lowest  is  three  per  cent,  the  highest 
62  per  cent.  These  figures  were  as  of  Novembr  1,  1955.  Seven  Chapters 
violated  the  Constitution  and  carried  past  March  1,  1955,  Companions 
who  owed  dues  for  1953." 

Delaware  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

"The  large  number  of  candidates  this  year  resulting  in  a  net  gain  of 
29  Companions,  the  noticeable  interest  of  officers  throughout  the  state, 
and  the  increase  in  attendance,  not  only  at  the  Grand  Visitations,  but  at 
the  regular  convocations,  indicates  that  Capitular  Masonry  in  Delaware 
is  definitely  on  the  march.  Our  Royal  Arch  Festival  was  and  will  be  a 
great  influence  toward  gaining  more  new  members. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  our  Past  High  Priests  take  a  more  active 
interest  in  the  Chapter,  attend  more  convocations,  support  the  officers, 
and  use  their  influence  in  getting  more  candidates. 

A  large  number  of  your  officers  have  started  through  the  chairs,  and 
they  need  the  type  of  instruction  that  can  only  be  given  by  one  with 
authority.  For  several  years  we  have  been  without  the  services  of  a 
Grand  Lecturer.  The  reason  is  obvious,  the  distance  to  travel  down  state 
is  too  far,  the  salary  too  small." 

Maine  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Condition  of  the  Fraternity  noted: 

"That  this  Grand  Chapter  has  sustained  a  loss  in  membership  since 
our  last  Annual  Convocation.  But  to  accurately  fix  the  responsibility  for 
this  upon  deaths,  Suspensions,  demits  or  lack  of  candidates  seems  beyond 
the  abilities  of  your  committee  to  determine  from  the  data  available.  The 
loss  from  death  is  inevitable.  Suspension,  although  an  economic  problem, 
could  be  modified  to  some  extent  by  more  vigorous  action  by  the  secre- 
taries and  committees  appointed  to  contact  delinquent  members.  Demit  is 
the  right  and  privilege  of  every  member  who  is  in  good  standing  and,  of 
course,  in  many  cases  the  loss  to  one  Chapter  is  another's  gain  through 
affiliation. 
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Candidates  are  the  responsibility  of  all  members  of  a  Chapter  and  all 
eligible  Master  Masons  should  be  advised  of  the  advantages  of  Chapter 
membership. 

Again  we  must  point  out  the  ever-decreasing  average  attendance  at 
our  meetings,  a  very  little  over  19  per  cent  this  year.  It  would  seem  that 
this  definitely  points  to  a  lack  of  enthusiasm  among  the  membership  for 
Capitular  Masonry  and  perhaps  an  indifference  to  the  quality  of  work 
presented  by  the  Officers." 

Indiana  (1955) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported: 

"This  Grand  Convocation  marks  the  end  of  another  Grand  Chapter 
year  during  which  meetings  have  been  held  with  all  Constituent  Chapters. 
Some  few  Chapters  were  visited  twice  during  the  year.  Without  excep- 
tion, a  marked  improvement  in  ritualistic  work  was  noted  on  the  second 
visit.  It  is  unfortunate  that  time  did  not  permit  more  second  and  third 
visits  during  the  year. 

Chapters  were  requested  to  exemplify  the  Past  Master  Degree.  Most 
Chapters  included  the  Allegory  in  the  degree.  Where  this  was  done,  an 
increase  in  interest  was  evident.  All  Chapters  were  urged  to  undertake 
the  Allegory. 

Attendance  at  visitations  during  the  year  was  greater  than  during 
the  two  previous  years.  Also,  more  actual  candidates  were  present.  These 
facts  along  with  new  interest  shown  by  officers  and  those  conferring 
degrees  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  making  further  progress  in 
our  efforts  towards  the  advancement  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Indiana. 

I  remind  you  that  for  every  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  the  State  there  are 
six  Master  Masons  who  have  not  received  further  Masonic  Light  offered 
by  our  Chapters.  What  a  fertile  field  of  known  prospects.  As  High  Priest 
of  a  Chapter,  you  must  share  the  responsibility  of  bringing  further  light 
to  these  brethren.  I  urge  each  of  you  to  take  concrete  action  in  this 
matter." 

From  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Inspection  the  following  is  quoted: 

Your  Committee  on  Inspections  has  carefully  examined  the  general 
report  of  the  Grand  Lecturer  and  the  statistical  report  of  his  activities 
for  the  past  year. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  meetings  were  held  in  all  constituent 
Chapters.  Also,  that  second  and  third  visitations  were  made  in  several 
cases.  Judging  from  these  reports  Capitular  Masonry  is  on  the  upswing 
in  Indiana.  Larger  attendance  at  meetings,  more  candidates,  and  greater 
proficiency  in  the  degree  work  is  very  pleasant  news,  and  we  feel  that  our 
Grand  Lecturer  is  to  be  complimented  on  his  work. 

Your  Committee  on  Inspections  concurs  with  the  Grand  Lecturer  that 
the  High  Priests  and  line  officers  of  the  subordinate  Chapters  should  put 
forth  greater  effort  to  bring  Capitular  Masonry  to  the  Blue  Lodge 
Mason.  This  field  is  broad  and  further  Masonic  Light  is  needed." 

South  Carolina  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"The  condition  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  this  State  is  good  but  not  as 
good  as  it  should  be.  There  is  much  that  can  and  ought  to  be  done  to 
improve  it.  During  the  year  we  have  distributed  many  pamphlets  dealing 
with  Capitular  Masonry  in  particular  and  the  York  Rite  in  general.  We 
believe  that  these  have  helped  some.  We  need  to  do  more  of  this.  We  also 
need  to  stress  efficiency  in  the  degree  work.  Cheap,  coarse,  childish 
horseplay  should  have  no  part  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree.  That  beautiful 
and  sublime  degree  becomes  a  farce  unless  it  is  kept  on  a  high  and 
dignified  plane. 
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We  are  happy  to  report  a  net  increase  for  the  past  year  of  145,  as 
compared  with  a  net  gain  of  114  for  the  previous  year.  This  is  fine  but  it 
should  be  several  times  that  many." 
The  Committee  on  Topical  Reference  adds: 

"We  are  in  complete  and  wholehearted  sympathy  regarding  his 
observations  on  the  subject  of  innovations  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
These  frivolities  are  only  calculated  to  bring  an  unfavorable  reaction  to 
this  sublime  degree,  and  reflects  not  only  upon  our  noble  system,  but  upon 
those  who  confer  this  work.  No  dedicated  High  Priest  should  ever  suffer 
anything  of  this  nature  to  be  tolerated  in  his  Chapter." 

British  Columbia  (1956) 

The  Grand  First  Principal  said: 

"Speaking  generally,  I  would  say  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  at  the 
present  time  is  enjoying  its  most  prosperious  cycle.  The  great  influx  of 
new  members  to  nearly  all  Chapters  is  testimony  thereof.  It  is  not  only 
encouraging  numerically  but  there  is  a  very  perceptible  upsurge  in  the 
spirit  of  enthusiasm  and  fraternalism  in  all  the  Chapters  which  is  wonder- 
ful to  behold.  I  have  noticed  particularly  the  splendid  attendance,  the 
very  high  quality  of  the  degree  work  and  above  all  the  encouraging  and 
continued  activities  of  the  older  members,  who  by  their  zeal  and  love  of 
our  Royal  Craft,  are  setting  a  wonderful  example  to  our  newer  and 
younger  members.  Long  may  it  continue.  Enthusiasm,  goodwill  and  ef- 
ficiency are  outstanding  characteristics  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  but  I 
think  the  most  precious  is  the  opportunity  afforded  of  making  genuine 
and  lasting  friendships.  To  enhance  the  value,  aims  and  high  ideals  of 
Royal  Arch  Masonry  should  be  our  constant  care." 

New  Brunswick  (1956) 

The  Grand  Scribe  E  warns  that: 

"Everyone  is  very  conscious  of  the  fact  that  Capitular  Masonry  has 
been  losing  numerically  and  significantly,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
appeal  for  the  Blue  Lodge  Mason  has  been  lagging,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  Degree  work  has  not  been  sufficiently  impressive  to  draw  the 
candidates;  and  as  York  Rite  Masonry  basically  depends  on  Capitular 
Masonry  for  its  start,  all  York  Rite  Bodies  are  viewing  the  situation 
very  seriously,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  good  Masons  making  ap- 
plication for  this  additional  knowledge.  It  behooves  every  Grand  Chapter 
and  every  subordinate  Chapter  to  take  stock  very  carefully  of  the  officers 
they  elect  to  run  their  affairs,  the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  are  run, 
and  the  results  that  will  be  obtained.  Unless  something  is  done  in  the 
very  near  future,  Capitular  Masonry  particularly  the  whole  York  Rite 
structure,  will  be  in  a  very  bad  way.  I  sincerely  hope  that  our  Grand 
Chapter  will  impress  the  significance  of  this  particular  branch  of 
Masonry  on  all  of  the  subordinate  Chapters,  that  they  in  turn  will  do 
everything  to  boost  their  membership  and  make  a  strong  appeal  for  this 
particular  branch  of  the  Masonic  Order." 

District  of  Columbia 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"Companions,  as  far  as  Capitular  Masonry  is  concerned  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  I  wish  that  I  could  say  it  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 
But  I  cannot  honestly  say  this.  Most  of  you  heard  by  analysis  of  the  last 
ten  years  during  our  series  of  visitations,  and  the  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves. It  is  true  that  we  are  affected  by  prospective  members  moving  to 
the  suburbs.  However,  this  is  not  the  main  difficulty.  There  are  thousands 
of  Blue  Lodge  Masons  still  residing  in  the  District  of  Columbia  who  are 
not  Chapter  Masons.  We  must  get  out  and  sell  the  York  Rite,  but  before 
we  do  we  must  have  something  to  offer.  I  suppose  that  I  will  be  called  a 
heretic  for  advancing  this  theory,  but  I  firmly  believe  that  until  the  York 
Rite  is  united  as  one  General  Grand  Body,  and  cut  down  on  the  number 
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of  Grand  Bodies  and  constituent  bodies,  we  will  continue  to  fall  behind.  A 
general  consolidation  would  save  costs  of  bulletins,  rent  for  meeting: 
places,  salaries  of  secretaries  and  recorders.  It  would  coordinate  all  York 
Rite  activities,  prevent  duplication  of  meetings  and  and  give  a  unified 
front  to  carry  on  better  programs." 

IF  A  MAN  DIE  SHALL  HE  LIVE  AGAIN 
Saskatchewan   (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  said: 

"The  crowning  glory  of  Masonry  is  the  true  belief  in  immortality,  and 
is  emblazoned  upon  the  hearts  of  all  Masons.  Thus  when  life's  span  is 
passed  the  beloved  Companion  is  called  by  the  great  Jehovah  to  put  on 
immortality,  and  ascend  to  that  Grand  Chapter,  where  we  shall  meet  and 
greet  our  loved  ones  again  in  eternal  sweet  communion,  where  the  stars 
will  spread  out  at  our  feet  like  islands  on  the  bosom  of  the  slumbering 
sea,  and  where  through  ceaseless  ages  we  shall  shout  and  sing  an  af- 
firmative answer  to  the  question  that  has  rung  down  the  portals  of  all 
time — 'If  a  man  die  shall  he  live  again?'  " 

Florida  (1956) 

"God  of  the  living,  in  whose  eyes 
Unveiled  thy  whole  creation  lies, 
All  souls  are  thine;  we  must  not  say 
That  those  are  dead  who  pass  away, 
From  this,  our  world  of  flesh  set  free, 
We  know  them  living  unto  thee." 

—John  Ellerton 

Oklahoma  (1956) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  stated: 

"Our  Heavenly  Father,  creating  man  in  His  own  image,  endowed  him 
with  an  inate  desire  to  do  good.  From  the  time  of  his  creation,  however, 
he  has  yielded  to  those  temptations  that  would  draw  him  away  from  his 
Creator,  yet,  we  believe,  holding  fast  to  that  inborn  spirit  to  throw  off 
the  shackles  of  his  misdeeds  and  return  to  the  right  way  of  life.  And  while 
we  recognize  this  is  the  way  of  all  men  we  must  also  recognize  the  truth 
that  those  Companions  who  have  resumed  the  obligations  of  our  Fra- 
ternity have  so  shaped  their  action  in  this  life  in  the  building  of  their  own 
character,  in  their  service  to  their  fellow-man,  in  the  faithful  service  to 
their  community  and  their  love  to  their  family  and  their  God,  as  to  far 
overshadow  the  errors  for  which  they  have  been  subject.  Let  us  then  re- 
member them  in  the  spiirt  of  Fraternal  Love;  and  let  us  remember  those 
traits  of  goodness  and  kindness  as  an  incentive  to  so  improve  our  own 
selves  that  we  may  be  more  acceptable  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  when  the 
call  comes  for  us  to  make  an  accounting  to  Him  for  the  life  we  have 
lived  here." 

New  York  (1956) 

In  Memoriam 
"There  comes  a  time  for  all  of  us 

When  we  must  say  good-bye, 
But  faith  and  hope  and  love  and  trust 

Can  never,  never  die; 
Although  the  curtain  falls  at  last 

Is  that  a  cause  for  grieve? 
The  future's  fairer  than  the  past 

If  only  we  believe 
And  trust  in  God's  eternal  care — 

So  when  the  Master  calls 
Let's  say  that  life  is  still  more  fair 

Although  the  curtain  falls." 
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Massachusetts  (1953) 

The  Grand  Chaplain  said: 

"The  reason  for  this  particular  part  of  our  program  is  due  to  the 
transient  aspect  of  mortal  man.  While  joy  and  gladness,  challenge  and 
adventure,  occupy  our  minds  most  of  the  time,  it  is  also  true  that  sorrow 
that  only  a  living  faith  in  God  can  heal,  is  also  widespread  over  the  earth. 

'This  is  a  time  in  our  proceedings  when  for  a  brief  moment  we  pause 
to  seek  understanding  and  strength  for  the  various  issues  of  life.  We  are 
glad  to  admit  that  life  is  glorious;  by  the  same  token,  we  are  aware  that 
life  is  full  of  mystery.  Pain,  in  some  form,  in  some  measure,  is  universal. 
We  live  in  a  world  of  beauty,  but  there  is  sadness  in  it.  There  are  tender 
relations,  there  is  the  possession  of  wonderful  powers,  there  is  life,  but 
it  ends  in  the  fading  of  the  physical.  This  is  true  in  all  phases  of  nature. 
These  separations  with  which  we  are  familiar  would  be  even  more  diffi- 
cult than  they  are,  save  we  see  the  hand  of  God  in  it.  Thus  the  dark  cloud 
is  turned  inside  out  and  we  see  the  silver  lining.  The  passing  of  our 
Companions  through  the  years  creates  within  us  a  sympathy  for  our 
fellow-men  which  is  Godlike. 

'We  have  learned  that  there  are  secrets  hidden  in  every  flower,  in 
every  throbbing  nerve  and  aching  heart  which  our  keenest  human  wisdom 
cannot  discover.  We  do  know  that  God  is  love.  He  is  the  absolutely  right- 
eous and  just  one,  and  we  may  be  certain  that  upon  any  of  H5s  deeds, 
however  trying  they  may  be  to  us,  not  the  least  shadow  of  injustice  will 
be  allowed  to  rest.  With  Him  as  judge,  all  the  circumstances  in  the  case 
will  be  taken  into  account  and  His  verdict  will  always  be  holy,  just  and 
good. 

'We  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.  The  uncertaintly  of  life 
brings  a, moral  pressure  to  bear  upon  us  which  apparently  is  a  necessity 
for  us  now.  Life  should  be  considered  as  a  present  opportunity  to  develop 
character.  It  is  not  what  we  have,  but  what  we  are,  that  counts  in  the 
presence  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  and  of  the  soul. 

'Therefore,  Companions,  let  us  so  live  that  when  our  summons  comes 
to  join  the  innumerable  caravan  which  moves  to  that  mysterious  realm 
where  each  shall  take  his  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death — Thou  do 
not  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night,  scourged  to  his  dungeon,  but  sustained 
and  soothed  by  an  unfaltering  faith,  approach  thy  grave  like  one  who 
wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  about  him  and  lies  down  to  pleasant 
dreams.'  " 

North  Carolina   (1956) 

From  the  Necrology  Report  this  is  quoted: 

"The  dark  winding  caravan  of  mortality  traveling  toward  immortality 
marches  steadily  on  across  the  sands  of  time.  Up  over  the  rim  of  the 
desert  they  come,  faintly  discerned  in  the  first  gleaming  of  the  rosy 
dawn.  As  a  steady  stream  they  trudge  onward  in  the  light  of  day,  still 
coming  from  the  east  as  they  march  through  the  eternal  golden  gate  of 
the  west  in  the  lengthening  shadows  of  the  evening.  Down  into  the  dark- 
ness again  they  go  into  the  rioting  colors  of  the  sunset.  One  by  one,  as 
the  caravan  passes  we  mount  and  join  them.  One  by  one  we  march  to  the 
west. 

The  universe  of  which  the  earth  is  but  a  little  part  is  an  ordered 
universe.  Through  it  all  one  increasing  purpose  runs,  under  the  guidance 
of  the  Supreme  Architect.  The  life  that  we  know  here  is  but  a  part  of 
that  unending  life,  whk-h  always  has  been  and  which  shall  always  be. 
The  two  are  not  two  but  one — one  in  purpose,  one  in  their  government, 
one  in  their  all-embracing  and  all-revealing  responsibility." 
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Utah  (1956) 

Necrology  Report 
"God  of  the  living,  in  whose  eyes 
Unveiled  Thy  whole  creation  lies, 
All  souls  are  Thine;  we  must  not  say 
That  those  are  dead  who  pass  away, 
From  this  world  of  flesh  set  free; 
We  know  them  living  unto  Thee. 

Released  from  earthly  toil  and  strife, 

With  Thee  is  hidden  still  their  life; 

Thine  are  their  thoughts,  their  works,  their  powers, 

All  Thine,  and  yet  most  truly  ours; 

For  well  we  know,  where'er  they  be, 

Our  dead  are  living  unto  Thee. 

Thy  word  is  true,  Thy  will  is  just; 
To  Thee  we  leave  them,  Lord,  in  trust; 
And  bless  Thee  for  the  love  which  gave 
Thy  Son  to  fill  a  human  grave, 
That  none  might  fear  that  world  to  see 
Where  all  are  living  unto  Thee. 

As  we  assemble  here  in  our  annual  conclave  and  renew  the  fellow- 
ships of  past  years  we  find  that  many  of  those  who  have  been  the  in- 
spiration of  our  Masonic  lives  are  no  longer  with  us.  They  have  finished 
their  task  in  this  life  and  have  gone  to  labor  in  that  greater  life  beyond. 
We  miss  them,  we  grieve  that  they  no  longer  can  clasp  the  hand  of  fellow- 
ship and  stir  us  to  deeper  belief  and  greater  effort.  We  think  of  the 
guidance  they  gave  us  and  the  faith  they  built  in  us.  We  rejoice  that  we 
have  known  them  and  we  promise  them  that  we,  in  turn,  will  strive  to  be 
to  others  what  they  have  been  to  us. 

We  remember  them  in  this  hour  and  we  pray  to  Thee,  Almighty  God, 
that  having  opened  to  them  the  gates  of  that  larger  life,  Thou  wilt  receive 
them  more  and  more  into  Thy  joyful  service  and  that  they  may  win,  in 
Thy  eternal  kingdom,  the  eternal  victory." 

Texas   (1955) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  this  is  quoted: 

"In  the  consideration  of  the  most  important  subject  of  our  existence, 
namely,  Life,  Death  and  Immortality,  we  would  leave  you  with  this  final 
observation: 

LIFE 

Listz,  one  of  the  noted  musicians  of  all  time,  put  it  in  these  words: 
'What  is  life  but  a  series  of  preludes  to  that  great 
unknown  of  which   death   writes   the  first   solemn 
note?' 

DEATH 

That  the  shadow  of  death  is  over  all,  we  are  most  certain,  but  an 
inner  fear  prevents  us  from  thinking  of  it.  It  behooves  each  of  us  to  be 
well  prepared  when  death  makes  its  call  upon  us. 

IMMORTALITY 

By  the  power  of  a  great  hope  and  in  the  strength  of  an  unfaltering 
faith  in  the  justice  of  God,  we  have  the  full  asurance  that  after  our 
mortal  years  are  passed,  there  is  a  larger,  fuller,  richer,  life  of  service  in 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Eternal." 
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Kentucky  (1955) 

From  the  Necrology  Report  this  thought  is  taken: 
"  'I  cannot  say,  and  I  will  not  say 
That  he  is  dead.  He  is  just  away. 
With  a  cheery  smile,  and  a  wave  of  the  hand, 
He  wandered  into  an  unknown  land, 
And  left  us  dreaming"  how  very  fair 
It  needs  must  be  since  he  lingers  there. 
And  you — 0,  you,  who  the  wildest  yearn 
For  the  old-time  step  and  the  glad  return, 
Think  of  him  faring  on,  as  dear 
In  the  love  of  there  as  the  love  of  here; 
Think  of  him  still  the  same,  I  say: 
He  is  not  dead — he  is  just  away!' 

The  Grim  Reaper  has  been  busy  reminding  us  that  the  Broken 
Column  supporting  the  Volume  of  Divine  inspiration;  a  virgin  of  match- 
less beauty,  weeping,  supporting  in  her  left  hand  a  funeral  urn,  a  com- 
memorative of  the  departed,  and  in  her  right  hand  a  sprig  of  evergeen. 
Time,  the  great  leveler  and  restorer,  entwining'  her  disheveled  locks  in  his 
fingers — is  still  as  challenging  an  array  of  symbols  as  ever  were  pre- 
sented to  a  candidate's  eye  in  a  mystic  order.  They  are  calculated  to  and 
will  awaken  in  the  heart  of  a  worthy  candidate  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect, veneration  and  fraternal  tenderness  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the 
other  remind  the  seeker  after  truth  that  although  time  may  lay  all 
earthly  grandeur  in  ruins  and  destroy  the  loveliness  of  all  earthly  beauty, 
yet  there  is  imperishable  grandeur  joined  to  unfading  beauty  and  eternal 
happiness  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave. 

The  Temple  of  Masonry  is  ever  in  the  course  of  construction;  it  is 
ever  unfinished.  Into  its  walls  have  gone  the  work  of  generations  of  able 
craftsmen  and  while  time  lasts,  and  the  end  of  all  things  is  delayed,  the 
moral  structure  is  incomplete.  But  we  need  not  fear  that  its  walls  will 
crumble  or  that  the  construction  work  will  cease.  Of  each  companion  who 
has  ceased  from  his  earthly  toil  since  our  last  convocation  we  now  con- 
fidently and  affectionately  say: 

"At  last  the  weary  head  has  sought 

In  earth  its  long  repose; 
And  weeping  friends  have  hither  brought 

Their  chieftain  to  his  close. 
We  held  his  hand,  we  filled  his  heart, 

While  heart  and  hand  could  move; 
Nor  will  we  from  his  grave  depart 

But  with  the  rites  of  love.'  " 

West  Virginia  (1955) 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  stated: 

"While  we  shall  miss  their  bright  smiles  and  warm  handshakes,  we 
thank  Almighty  God  for  their  lives  and  the  good  influence  they  have  left 
imprinted  upon  minds  while  sojourning  with  us.  We  think  of  them  as  not 
dead  but  just  away,  and  we  are  grateful  for  a  sustaining  faith  that  per- 
mits us  to  believe  that  in  some  mysterious  way  we  shall  again  meet  them 
face  to  face." 

Indiana   (1955) 

Memorial  to  Our  Own  Fraternal  Dead 

"To  close  the  eye,  to  fall  asleep, 

To  draw  a  labored  breath, 
To  find  release  from  daily  care 

In  what  we  know  as  death. 
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Is  this  the  crowning  of  a  life, 

The  aim  or  end  thereof? 
The  totaled  sum  of  consciousness, 

The  ripened  fruit  of  love? 

It  cannot  be,  for  works  of  God 

Are  wrought  for  nobler  ends, 
And  those  away  continue  on 

In  the  hearts  of  kin  and  friends. 

It  cannot  be,  for  they  live  on 

A  little  step  away — 
The  soul — the  everlasting  life, 

Has  found  a  better  day." 

Nebraska  (1955) 

From  the  Report  of  th  Committee  on  Fraternal  Dead  this  is  quoted'. 

"Victor  Hugo,  great  French  author,  wrote  many  great  sayings,  but 
none  more  significant  and  appropriate  than  these  lines: 

'When  I  go  down  to  the  grave,  I  can  say,  like  many  others,  "I  have 
finished  my  day's  work,"  but  I  cannot  say,  "I  have  finished  by  life."  My 
day's  work  will  begin  again  the  next  morning.  The  tomb  is  not  a  blind 
alley;  it  is  a  thoroughfare.  It  closes  on  the  twilight — it  opens  on  the 
dawn.' " 

Colorado  (1955) 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  points  out'. 

"Therefore  let  us  so  live  that  when  in  the  evening  of  life  the  silver 
clouds  rest  sweetly  and  invitingly  upon  the  mountains,  and  the  light  of 
heaven  streams  down  through  the  gathering  mists  of  earth,  we  may  have 
a  peaceful  and  joyous  entrance  into  that  world  of  blessedness  where  the 
great  riddle  of  life,  whose  meaning  we  can  only  guess  at  here  below,  will 
unfold  to  us  in  the  quick  consciousness  of  a  soul  redeemed  and  purified." 

Texas  (1955) 

From  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  we  quote: 

"From  the  beginning  of  Time  to  the  end  of  Eternity, 
From  the  morning  of  life  to  the  evening  tide, 
Through  the  role  of  unending  change  and  uncertainty, 
With  unceasing  hope  has  man  continued  his  stride. 

He's  been  building  his  life  from  the  chaos  of  things 
With  a  patience  and  power  inborn  in  his  soul, 
With  a  faith  in  his  future  that  the  end  is  not  vain, 
With  the  breath  of  Jehovah  about  him  assuring 
That  the  goal  will  be  his  at  last  in  Eternity.' 

If  life  after  death  is  a  reality — and  it  is — then  the  preparation  we  as 
Masons  make  for  it  is  as  important — yes,  more  essential — as  the  prepara- 
tion we  make  for  any  objective  that  we  think  is  good  for  us  in  this 
earthly  existence.  Perspective  is  as  important  in  life  as  in  art.  The  man, 
especially  the  Royal  Arch  Mason,  who  sees  his  life  against  the  background 
of  life  eternal  is  more  likely  to  see  life  in  the  round,  and  see  it  whole.  To 
him  this  life  will  be  more  important  and  more  worthwhile  because  it  is 
the  first  stage  in  which  the  direction  of  the  rest  will  be  set;  that  is  toward 
the  destiny  as  a  human  personality  created  in  the  image  of  and  for  the 
Love  of  God. 

In  life  we  are  continuously  in  the  face  of  death.  Of  necessity,  to  live 
is  to  die;  and  to  die  is  to  live.  But  in  the  universal  plan  of  the  Divine 


24 

Creator  the  Spirit — the  Soul —  of  man  in  its  divine  character  lives  for- 
ever— from  the  beginning  of  Time  to  the  end  of  Time.  The  human  soul 
completes  the  magic  circle  of  the  Forever. 

Someone  has  characterized  life  in  these  words: 

"Life  is  like  a  cage;  we  beat  the  bars; 

We  bruise  our  breasts;  we  struggle  vainly; 

Up  to  the  glory  of  the  stars 

We  strain  with  flutterings  ungainly. 

And  then — God  opens  the  door. 
Our  wondrous  wings  are  arched  for  flying. 
We  poise,  we  part,  we  sing,  we  soar — 
Light,  Freedom,  Love — fools  call  it  Dying.' 

But  Browning  has,  in  PICTURES  OF  OLD  FLORENCE,  more 
beautifully  expressed  our  own  idea  of  life  in  these  words: 

1  Tis  a  life-long  toil  till  our  lamp  be  leavened. 

The  better?  What's  come  to  perfection  perishes. 

Things  learned  on  earth,  we  shall 

Practice  in  heaven.' 
Yes.  There  is  no  dying  of  the  soul  whose  life  is  lived  by  the  cardinal 
virtues  of  RIGHTEOUSNESS,  which  is  the  basis  of  moral  right  and 
wrong;  of  TEMPERANCE,  which  restrains  our  affections  and  passions 
within  due  bounds;  of  FORTITUDE,  which  gives  stability  to  purpose  and 
enables  us  to  withstand  temptations  along  the  way  of  PRUDENCE,  which 
is  the  regulatory  sense  of  reason,  strengthening  us  to  solve  the  perplex- 
ing situations  thrust  upon  us;  of  JUSTICE,  that  ennobling  quality  which 
directs  us  to  render  to  every  one  just  due  without  fear  or  favor;  and  of 
LOVE,  that  all  inclusive  quality  which  makes  every  man  one's  neighbour 
and  responsibility.  Yes,  to  the  soul  of  such  a  man — to  the  genuine  Royal 
Arch  Mason — there  is  no  death.  His  physical  death  is  only  a  passing  into 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Immortal,  there  to  continue  his  labors  with  a 
striving  toward  that  Perfection  which  will  fit  him  for  that  high  destiny 
of  the  pure  in  heart,  and  which  thereby  will  enable  him  to  stand  the  test 
of  the  Great  Overseer's  Square. 

It  is  this  destiny  in  which  the  true  Mason's  hope  rests,  in  which  his 
dream  of  soul  life  revels,  and  in  which  his  soaring  search  for  Truth  that 
has  driven  his  mind  from  ocean  depths  to  starry  heights,  is  engaged,  yes, 
it  is  this  destiny  that  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  finds  his  full,  complete  and 
entirely  satisfying  life." 

Connecticut  (1956) 

To  the  Memory  of  Distinguished  Comjmnions  of  Other  Grand  Juris- 
dictions : 

"It  is  not  death  to  die; 

To  leave  behind  this  weary  road, 
And  midst  the  brotherhood  on  high 
To  be  at  home  with  God." 

South  Dakota 

From  the  Committee  on  Necrology  this  has  been  selected: 
"While,  with  ceaseless  course,  the  sun 
Hasted  through  the  former  year, 
Many  souls  their  race  have  run, 
Never  more  to  meet  us  here: 
Fixed  in  an  eternal  state, 
They  have  done  with  all  below: 
We  a  little  longer  wait; 
But  how  little,  none  can  know.' 

— John  Newton 
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Let  us  then  turn  our  thoughts  of  praise  and  honor  to  honorable  men, 
for  God  hath  wrought  great  glory  by  them  through  His  power  from  the 
beginning  of  days.  Such  men  are  honored  in  their  own  generation  and  in 
their  times.  There  be  of  them  those  who  have  left  a  name  behind  them, 
that  their  praises  might  be  reported.  These  were  merciful  men  whose 
righteousness  and  accomplishments  have  not  been  forgotten.  Their  bodies 
are  buried  in  peace;  but  their  names  lives  forevermore.  The  people  will 
tell  of  their  wisdom,  and  the  congregation  will  shew  forth  their  praises. 

Apochryphal  Book  of  Ecclesiasticus  44 
Prayer  by  the  Grand  Chaplain: 

O  Thou  Great,  Eternal  God,  who  are  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
universe,  we  humbly  implore  Thee  to  hear  us  as  we  come  in  memory  of 
those  brothers  and  companions  who  walked  with  us  along  this  rough  and 
rugged  pathway  of  life,  and  who  have  parted  the  veil  that  hides  from  our 
earthly  eyes  the  grandeur  of  the  heavenly  scene.  As  they  did  ever  search 
for  more  divine  light  to  guide  them  in  their  way  and  didst  labor  as  true 
servants  in  Thy  vineyard,  so  it  is  our  hope  that  they  may  have  been 
found  worthy  of  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
And  grant  unto  us  who  follow,  the  inspiration  of  Thy  presence,  that  we 
who  still  walk  the  rugged  path  may  ever  hear  the  sacred  word  and  keep 
it.  Support  us  in  our  labors  in  the  heat  of  the  day  till  evening  comes  and 
our  work  is  done.  Then,  in  mercy,  grant  us  a  safe  lodging,  a  holy  rest, 
and  peace  at  last.  Amen." 

DEMOLAY 
Wisconsin  (1956) 

From  the  Report  of  State  Deputy  this  is  quoted: 

"Down  through  the  thirty-six  years  of  its  life  the  Order  of  DeMolay 
fortunately  has  been  able  to  hurdle  each  and  every  barrier  created  by  the 
changing  times.  DeMolay  has  been  able  to  adjust  itself  to  each  successive 
phase  of  the  changing  times,  and  it  must  continue  to  do  so  in  the  future. 

DeMolay  was  a  year  old  when  radio  was  born.  It  was  barely  three 
years  old  when  the  first  airline  was  launched.  It  was  less  than  ten  years 
old  when  the  first  telecast  was  made.  DeMolay  was  in  its  middle  twenties 
when  the  first  atomic  bomb  was  exploded,  and  it  wasn't  quite  thirty  years 
old  when  the  first  hydrogen  bomb  was  devised. 

Scientists  tell  us  the  near  future  will  bring  frantastic  inventions  that 
will  further  affect  the  way  of  life.  They  predict  electrically  controlled 
highway  driving  .  .  .  atomic  power  plants  for  the  home  that  will  elimin- 
ate all  present  sources  of  power,  light  and  temperature  controls  ...  a 
gadget  that  washes  dishes  without  a  drop  of  water  .  .  .  another  device 
that  will  produce  water  ...  a  mechanism  that  will  close  the  windows  of 
your  home  when  it  rains  during  your  absence  .  .  .  another  that  will 
record  the  face  and  words  of  persons  telephoning  when  you're  away! 

DeMolay  faces  the  imperative  need  of  joining  in  this  study  and  plan- 
ning. Actually  DeMolay  should  lead  the  youth  way.  In  its  first  thirty-six 
years  DeMolay  has  established  itself  as  a  leader  in  the  Youth  field.  It  is 
established  on  a  firm  foundation.  Now,  DeMolay  moves  into  a  new  phase 
of  its  existence.  That  phase  is  to  plan  for  the  future  and  establish  the 
planning  on  a  firm  foundation. 

DeMolay  can  ease  its  way  over  future  hurdles  by  being  forewarned 
as  to  the  size  of  the  job  ...  by  having  some  idea  of  the  size  and  the 
scope  of  the  problems.  It  requires  professional  crystal-ball  gazers  of 
proved  ability  and  records  to  peer  into  the  future  and  size  up  the  probable 
developments  and  problems  of  tomorrow  and  chart  the  best  course  for 
DeMolay. 

This  is  no  job  for  amateurs  and  to  do  it  your  International  Supreme 
Council  has  appointed  a  DeMolay  Youth  Trends  Study  Commission  which 
is  headed  by  Dr.  Howard  Becker,  Professor  of  Sociology  at  the  University 
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of  Wisconsin.  This  study  is  now  being"  made  by  the  commission,  which 
will  be  implemented  with  real  practices.  Our  plan  will  be  used  as  a  test 
field.  This  is  a  big  problem  and  you  and  I  must  face  it  with  a  positive 
course  for  the  future. 

We  will  again  this  year  have  a  Workshop  in  connection  with  our 
State  Conclave  which  is  being  held  August  25  to  30  at  Camp  Robinhood, 
near  Green  Lake,  Wisconsin.  Our  State  DeMolay  officers  have  been  very 
active  and  considerable  experience  has  been  gained  by  State  Master 
Councillors  since  they  have  been  attending  Supreme  Council  sessions. 
Our  Administration  Deputy  and  our  entire  corps  of  officers  are  doing  an 
outstanding  job  and  we  are  all  indebted  to  them. 

Wisconsin  DeMolay  Foundation  is  also  enabling  two  students,  one  to 
the  University  of  Iowa  and  the  other  at  the  Vocation  School,  to  continue 
their  schooling.  We  also  have  two  pending  applications." 

From  Wisconsin  1956  this  is  added: 

"The  Constituent  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  sponsors  Chapters 
of  DeMolay  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.  This  is  a  real  privilege  and  also  a 
responsibility.  A  privilege  because  the  International  Order  of  DeMolay  is 
beyond  question  the  finest  training  school  for  good  clean  young  manhood. 
It  parallels  the  church  in  teaching  a  reverence  for  God  and  the  Holy 
Bible.  It  upholds  the  public  school  which  is  the  basic  institution  of  our 
education  system.  It  inculcates  a  greater  love  for  Mother  and  Father  and 
a  true  respect  for  constituted  authority.  In  other  words,  it  teaches  the 
very  finest  precepts  of  American  citizenship.  It  is  rare  indeed  to  find  the 
name  of  DeMolay  recorded  on  our  police  blotters  or  in  our  courts  as 
delinquents.  With  our  daily  press  filled  with  cases  of  major  crimes  com- 
mitted by  juveniles,  the  fact  that  members  of  DeMolay  are  not  listed 
among"  them  speaks  more  eloquently  for  the  privilege  we  have  than  any- 
thing I  might  say  here. 

The  responsibility  we  assume  is  to  see  that  our  members  accept 
office  as  Dad  Advisors  of  the  DeMolay  Advisory  Council,  and  accepting, 
perform  their  duties  in  a  manner  that  will  command  the  respect  and  love 
of  these  young  men  .It  is  our  duty  to  make  Masonry  so  attractive  to 
these  lads  that  they  will  want  to  join  our  ranks  upon  reaching  legal  age. 
They  must  do  so  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,  but  we  can  be  the 
pattern  for  their  future  desires  Masonically  and  we  should  bend  every 
effort  to  see  that  we  meet  their  expectations." 

Kansas  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Pltiest  recommends: 

"The  repeal  of  Article  No.  5  under  'APPROVED  DECISIONS  OF 
GRAND  HIGH  PRIESTS.'  This  Article  now  reads  as  follows: 

'Supporting  Other  Organizations. 

'A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  has  no  right  to  support  a  Chapter 
of  DeMolays  or  any  other  similar  organization,  or  out  of  its  funds  furnish 
financial  assistance  or  become  financially  interested  therein. — Wood 
1923/ 

The  sons  of  our  friends  and  Brother  Masons  are  the  Master  Masons 
who  will  in  a  very  few  years  govern  our  Masonic  bodies.  If  we  do  not 
become  interested  in  and  acquainted  with  these  young  men,  we  are 
passing  by  the  best  opportunity  we  will  ever  have  to  show  them  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Great  Masonic  Brotherhood.  I  do  not  visualize  the  Chap- 
ters of  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  immediately  starting  a  Chapter  of  De- 
Molays, but  I  would  like  to  make  it  possible  for  those  Companions  who 
desire  to  do  so,  to  support  such  a  body,  and  to  give  them  the  opportunity 
to  become  acquainted  with  these  young  men  in  such  a  way  that  they 
would  be  favorably  impressed  with  Masonry." 
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YORK  RITE 
New  York 

The  Report  on  Fraternal  Correspondence  stated: 

"The  York  Rite  bodies  of  Florida  are  beyond  the  talking  stage  of 
York  Rite  Cooperation.  They  have  done  something  about  the  matter. 
With  the  Council  application  filled  out  at  the  same  time  with  the 
Chapter  application  the  ball  is  started  rolling  in  the  right  direction. 
Other  Grand  Chapters  are  watching  this  plan  with  considerable  interest, 
and  will  be  glad  to  hear  a  report  on  its  success." 

California  (1956) 

The  Deputy  Grand  Lecturer  observes  and  recommends-. 

"We  find  that  there  is  a  tendency  for  too  many  Chapters  to  send 
their  candidates  to  a  District  'degree  mill'  in  order  to  run  them  through 
in  one  day  in  a  'quickie'  class,  and  in  this  way  deprive  their  own  officers 
of  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  conferring  the  degrees  on  the  candidate. 
It  would  seem  that  they  are  losing  their  indvidualism  through  this  prac- 
tice. 

It  seems  very  necessary  to  get  men  for  Officers  in  Chapters,  and 
Inspectors,  who  do  not  have  any  other  active  positions  in  similar  work 
or  organizations,  in  order  that  they  may  devote  their  full  time,  outside  of 
their  jobs,  to  this  cause.  Too  many  of  our  men  are  too  busy  in  other  ac- 
tivities to  do  credit  to  the  office  with  which  they  have  been  honored.  We 
feel  that  the  strongest  Chapters  are  those  that  require  that  their  officers 
do  not  participate  in  any  other  ritual  work.  It  has  been  my  observation 
that  in  the  various  schools  of  instruction  that  there  would  be  about  four 
Officers  per  Chapter,  on  an  average,  in  attendance.  If  we  are  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  our  efforts,  we  feel  that  larger  attendance  by  the  Officers 
should  be  stressed  by  Grand  Chapter." 

Iowa  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  is  of  the  opinion: 

"That  Royal  Arch  Masonry  would  be  in  a  far  more  healthy  condition  if 
the  work  were  being  done  in  each  of  the  Chapters  on  a  few  candidates 
each  year,  instead  of  having  so  many  large  classes  in  which  some  of 
the  Chapters  bring  their  candidates  for  many  miles  to  receive  their 
degrees." 

California   (1956) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  reported: 

"During  the  past  year  a  number  of  so-called  York  Rite  Reunions  have 
been  held,  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  where  all  of  the  Chapter  Degrees, 
and  in  some  instances  the  Council  Degrees  and  Commandery  Orders,  are 
conferred  in  one  or  two  days. 

Omitting  any  comment  as  to  the  propriety  of  these  'fast  classes'  it 
must  be  admitted  that  many  candidates  have  been  secured  who  would  not 
take  the  time  necessary  to  advance  on  a  regular  schedule,  and  from  a 
Ritualistic  standpoint  the  work  during  these  'Festivals'  in  South  Cali- 
fornia at  least  is  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  we  have  seen  during  the 
year." 

Pennsylvania  (1955) 

From   the   Report   of   the   Committee   on   Fraternal   Correspondence   we 
quote: 

"How  much  information  or  Masonic  Light  and  Knowledge  have  we 
imparted  to  a  candidate  who  receives  four  degrees  in  a  Chapter,  three  in 
a  Council,  and  three  Orders  in  an  Commandery  within  a  three  or  four 
day  period?  Would  it  not  be  well  if  those  Chapters  which  have  improved 
their  ritualistic  work  would  confer  the  degrees  in  their  own  Chapter,  thus 
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giving  work  to  their  Officers?  Perhaps  suspension  N.P.D.  might  be 
reduced.  To  those  who  'would  not  have  come  with  us  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Festival'  we  ask — What  have  they  learned?  They  have  become  members 
but  they  are  not  Royal  Arch  Masons  or  Royal  and  Select  Master  MASONS 
or  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR.  They  have  listened  to  lessons  of  inestimable 
value  for  righteous  living  which  they  did  not  comprehend  because  they 
did  not  have  time  to  absorb  them.  What  have  THEY  contributed? — noth- 
ing but  a  few  paltry  dollars.  IS  IT  STRANGE  THEY  DID  NOT  RE- 
TURN?" 

Massachusetts  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

YORK   RITE    FESTIVALS 

"York  Rite  Festivals  have  been  held  and  I  appreciate  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  requests  to  confer  the  three  Degrees  on  one  and  the  same 
day." 

Connecticut  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"Another  type  of  York  Rite  cooperation  took  place  in  Norwalk  in 
Washington  Chapter  No.  30,  where  a  Master  Mason's  Night  was  ar- 
ranged, featuring  speakers  from  the  Chapter,  Council  and  Commandery. 
Pythagoras  Chapter  No.  17  in  Hartford  also  held  an  open  meeting  for 
Master  Masons  where  the  organization  of  Masonry  in  general,  as  well  as 
the  York  Rite  Bodies  were  outlined  in  some  detail. 

I  have  two  suggestions  to  offer  for  the  improvement  of  these  Fes- 
tivals. First,  I  suggest  that  'package  deals'  be  started  earlier  in  the  year 
in  order  that  activities  may  be  better  distributed  over  a  longer  period  of 
time.  A  later  beginning  makes  a  crowded  schedule  in  the  fall  for  the 
various  cooperating  bodies  while  participation  in  10  degrees  and  orders 
poses  a  problem  for  candidates." 

Iowa  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"After  many  ideas  and  suggestions,  it  was  decided  to  adopt  the  fol- 
lowing plan:  The  State  to  be  divided  into  five  Districts:  Northwest; 
Southwest;  Centre;  Northeast  and  Southeast.  At  a  time  and  place  to  be 
determined  by  this  Committee,  a  York  Rite  Meeting  or  York  Rite  Fes- 
tival will  be  held  in  each  District  during  the  year.  Each  Chapter,  Council 
and  Commandery  within  the  district  would  be  asked  to  assist  in  some 
way  to  make  a  success  of  these  meetings.  Each  of  these  District  Meetings 
would  be  sponsored  and  under  the  supervision  of  the  three  grand  bodies 
which  comprise  this  York  Rite  Committee." 

OFFICERS 
Alabama   (1956) 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  advises: 

"After  studying  the  efforts  made  in  more  than  fifty  of  our  Grand 
Chapters  it  would  seem  that  the  time  has  arrived  in  Capitular  Masonry 
that  if  we  are  to  advance  further,  more  effort  mlust  be  put  out  on  the 
subordinate  Chapter  level.  We  must  elect  officers  who  have  the  ability 
and  the  willingness  to  serve;  our  degree  work  must  be  such  as  will  im- 
press our  candidates  with  the  beauty  and  worthwhileness  of  their  lessons; 
we  must  furnish  the  companionship  which  will  be  an  inducement  to 
become  and  remain  one  of  us." 
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Maryland  (1955) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  said: 

"All  Companions  who  have  been  elected  High  Priests  should  be 
leaders.  No  man  should  accept  the  exalted  station  unless  he  is  pledged  to 
himself  that  he  will  do  his  best  to  build  the  Chapter  in  some  way.  To  you 
who  are  or  would  be  leaders,  do  you  realize  you  have  two  kinds  of 
authority,  formal  and  earned?  Formal  authority  is  that  which  goes  with 
the  title.  Earned  authority  is  what  you  have  built  up  over  the  years  in 
your  associations  with  your  Companions.  Have  you  worked  for  yourself 
or  for  the  Chapter  ?  Have  you  supported  those  who  preceded  you  ?  How 
have  you  acted  towards  your  Companions?  The  answers  to  those  ques- 
tions will  determine  the  extent  of  your  earned  authority,  and  I  can  assure 
you,  your  success  as  the  presiding  officer  of  any  organization,  but  more 
particularly  a  Masonic  Body,  will  be  determined  on  your  earned  authority." 

District  of  Columbia   (1955) 

The  Special  Committee  on  Royal  Arch  Advancement  recommends: 

"First — That  care  should  be  given  to  the  selection  of  officers  who 
will  eventually  preside  over  the  Chapters.  Their  fitness  for  the  office  as 
well  as  their  interest  and  enthusiasm  for  the  Rite  should  be  weighed 
before  appointments  are  made. 

Second — All  presiding  officers  should  have  a  well-planned  program 
prepared  months  in  advance  and  publicity  should  be  given  to  all  activities 
of  the  Chapter. 

Third — All  officers  should  perfect  themselves  in  the  ritualistic  work 
so  that  the  degrees  will  be  impressive,  not  only  to  the  candidate  but  those 
attending  the  meetings  as  well. 

Fourth — Each  officer  should  consider  himself  as  vital  to  the  success 
of  the  Chapter  to  which  he  belongs  and  should  assume  his  share  of  the 
responsibility  of  its  success. 

Fifth — Visits  should  be  made  by  the  officers  to  other  Chapters.  A 
planned  program  of  this  type  will  prove  beneficial  to  all  participating. 

Sixth — Frequent  meetings  of  the  officers  of  the  Chapters  will  provide 
a  unity  of  effort  in  a  common  cause  and  a  closer  companionship  which 
will  contribute  to  the  success  of  any  planned  program." 

Oklahoma  (1956) 

The  Grand  Lecturer  stated: 

"The  Capitular  degrees  when  conferred  sincerely  and  by  a  well- 
drilled  team  are  as  impressive  as  any  of  the  additional  degrees  of  the 
Masonic  system  and  supply  the  candidate  with  the  Further  Light  he  is 
seeking,  'without  which  the  Masonic  character  is  incomplete.'  Let  us  cease 
to  concern  ourselves  about  'competition'  and,  remembering  the  Working 
Tool  of  a  Master  Mason,  devote  our  energies  to  seeing  'who  best  can 
work.'  When  the  Companions  of  your  Chapter  can  justly  boast  about  the 
degrees  as  conferred  in  your  Chapter  you  will  not  suffer  for  lack  of 
applicants." 

Ireland  (1955) 

The  Deputy  Grand  King  advises: 

"When  a  Companion  takes  Office  he  must  regard  it  as  his  privilege 
as  well  as  his  duty  to  attend  the  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter,  for  only 
by  the  interest  and  personal  loyalty  of  each  Companion,  a  Member  of 
Grand  Chapter,  in  the  affairs  of  our  Order  can  we  successfully  flourish. 
With  changing  values  in  the  world  today,  it  is  our  heritage  to  preserve 
all  those  truly  magnificant  traditions  which  have  been  so  faithfully 
handed  on  to  us.  And  with  this  in  mind  I  urgently  request  each  Excellent 
King  to  impress  upon  his  Members  the  necessity  of  supporting  and  assist- 
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ing  the  Grand  Officers  whom  the  Companions  had  elected  by  coming  to 
the  Stated  Convocations  of  Grand  Chapter  and  by  giving  their  support 
and  advice  in  the  administration  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry." 

British  Columbia  (1956) 

From  the  Foreword  of  the  Capitular  World  this  is  quoted: 

"The  onus  for  this  lack  of  interest  rests  squarely  upon  the  shoulders 
of  Chapter  officers.  It  is  their  duty,  and  responsibility,  to  see  that  the 
interest  of  members  is  sustained;  they  can  do  this  by  wise  guidance  and 
inspiring  leadership,  by  perfecting  their  ritualistic  work,  and  in  other 
ways  keeping  alive  the  interest  of  members  on  the  sidelines.  We  need 
leaders  in  R.A.  Masonry — men  with  a  vision,  men  who  are  not  afraid  to 
roll  up  their  sleeves  and  set  to  work  when  the  harvest  is  ripe  (as  it  is 
now),  men  with  a  natural  gift  of  leadership  to  inspire  and  enthuse 
others  so  that  they  too  may  feel  the  spark  that  insures  the  health  of  a 
Chapter.  We  already  have  such  men — if  we  can  induce  them  to  shoulder 
the  task  of  leadership.  There  is  no  need  to  stress  the  importance  of  our 
great  institution  to  the  Craft  in  particular  and  to  the  whole  world  in 
general." 

Quebec    (1956) 

The  Grand  Superintendent  of  St.  Francis  District  advises: 

"Speaking  plainly,  there  is  a  disregard  for  other  peoples'  time  and 
convenience  on  the  part  of  many  presiding  officers  and  individual  mem- 
bers. Meetings  rarely  open  at  the  hour  called.  Waste  of  time  after  busi- 
ness is  concluded  is  often  so  marked  as  to  suggest  that  those  running  the 
meeting  had  no  homes  or  places  to  sleep,  so  they  use  every  delaying 
tactic  to  keep  the  assembly  there  as  late  as  possible  to  enjoy  the  light 
and  warmth.  Meetings  are  allowed  to  drift  along  in  pointless  discussion 
long  after  it  has  become  obvious  that  many  members  wish  they  could  go 
home.  The  meeting  has  lost  its  purpose.  The  practice  of  calling  on  any 
and  sundry  to  say  a  few  words,  when  the  evening  is  well  advanced,  is 
boring,  and  can  be  depended  on  to  thin  the  ranks  at  the  next  meeting. 
When  inviting  a  member  to  attend  how  often  the  answer  is,  'I  did  think 
of  going  but  they  always  string  it  out  so  late!'  Late  closing  and  a  drive 
home  to  another  town  is  not  compatible  with  showing  up  for  work  the 
next  morning,  rested  and  alert." 

Pennsylvania  (1955) 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  this  is  quoted: 

"From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  General 
Grand  Chapter,  we  make  this  excerpt: 

'.  .  .  under  the  English  interpretation  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  is 
definitely  the  completing  part  of  the  Masters  Degree  and  under  the 
English  system  no  Master  Mason  has  completed  the  Masters  Degree 
until  he  has  received  the  Degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  .  .  .  The  con- 
nection is  so  close  that  no  Companion  is  eligible  to  be  elected  to  the 
Principal's  (High  Priest)  chair  of  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  who  is  not  at 
the  time  of  selection  the  actual  Master  or  Past  Master  of  a  Craft  Lodge 
and  ...  a  movement  was  underway  to  require  every  lodge  officer  to 
take  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  before  he  could  preside  as  Master.  It  is 
universally  agreed  among  Fremasons  that  all  pure  and  unadulterated 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  emanates  from  the  Mother  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  and,  therefore,  Freemasonry  as  practiced  in  England,  might 
well  be  regarded  as  a  guide  for  us  to  follow.' 

Perhaps  if  we  were  to  follow  this  principle,  our  Master  Masons 
would  be  better  informed  and  our  officers  more  efficient  and  better- 
qualified  to  serve  as  presiding  officers  and  our  Lodges  and  Chapters 
would  benefit  under  better  leadership." 
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NON  PAYMENT  OF  DUES 
California  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported: 

"The  South  continues  to  lead  in  activity.  The  Northeast  and  Central 
States  are  having  the  greatest  difficulty  in  offsetting  losses  caused  by 
deaths,  demits  and,  particularly,  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues. 
In  all  jurisdictions,  suspensions  for  non-payment  of  dues  are  nullifying  a 
large  part  of  the  exaltations.  This  condition  may  be  due,  in  part,  to  the 
failure  of  secretaries  to  collect  dues  currently.  When  a  member  becomes 
several  years  in  arrears  it  is  difficuty  to  bring  him  back  to  good  stand- 
ing. Or  the  fault  may  lie  in  that  we  bring  into  our  ranks  those  who  are 
actuated  by  curiosity  or  through  pressure  of  friends,  or  again  in  that,  by 
and  large,  our  meetings  are  merely  degree-mills,  and  there  is  no  op- 
portunity for  social  intercourse.  In  any  event,  all  agree  that,  to  retain  the 
interest  of  our  members,  our  meetings  should  be  made  more  interesting 
and  that  we  should  follow  up  the  degrees  by  further  capitular  education." 

Louisiana  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"We  are  confronted  with  the  serious  problem  of  suspensions,  which 
annually  amount  to  a  staggering  figure,  and  I  cannot  impress  on  your 
minds  too  strongly  that  we  should  become  aroused  to  this  alarming  con- 
dition. 'Why  should  members  be  suspended,'  'Is  it  our  fault,'  or  are  we 
failing  our  duty  ?  If  so  we  should  put  forth  a  relentless  effort  to  prevent 
continuing  this  condition,  or  should  we  continue  to  only  serve  as  their 
leader.  We  have  in  several  instances  afforded  assistance  to  the  weak  or 
inactive  Chapters  when  appealed  to,  resulting  in  a  great  improvement  in 
their  future  progress  which  was  Time  well  spent,'  which  has  meant  a 
continued  gain  in  membership  at  the  close  of  the  year,  this  we  are  proud 
of.  Taking  a  slight  look  into  the  future  I  feel  confident  that  if  we  would 
devote  a  little  more  time  to  fellowship  meetings  among  members  and 
even  their  ladies  more  often,  that  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  stimulate 
more  interest  in  our  Chapters,  and  result  in  an  increased  attendance  at 
the  meetings." 

Kansas   (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"It  has  been  my  thought  for  many  years  that  this  situation  could  be 
improved  with  a  little  more  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Officers  of  each 
Chapter.  A  business  firm  would  not  stand  calmly  by  and  see  the  loss  of 
customers  in  such  numbers  each  year  without  making  a  desperate  at- 
tempt to  save  them.  No  Companion  should  be  suspended  for  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  until  the  Officers  and  Companions  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
only  through  complete  indifference  to  the  Fraternity  that  he  is  failing  to 
pay  his  dues,  and  even  then  not  until  a  complete  attempt  has  been  made 
to  revive  the  interest  he  showed  when  he  petitioned  for  the  Degrees. 
Therefore,  we  should  not  wait  until  near  the  end  of  the  second  year  of  his 
delinquency  to  contact  him,  but  should  start  early  in  that  year.  Com- 
panions, this  matter  has  reached  the  point  that  its  seriousness  cannot  be 
overlooked.  Consistent  endeavor  in  this  matter  will  make  these  figures 
decline  and  in  the  years  ahead  this  great  loss  can  be  saved  for  Capitular 
Masonry." 

Maine  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"The  Chapters,  for  the  most  part,  are  financially  sound  with  only 
five  reporting  any  outstanding  debt.  The  only  item  on  the  dark  side  of 
this  picture  is  the  continued  report  of  unpaid  dues.  The  amount  of  these 
unpaid  dues  is  $14,181.00.  These  amounts  range  from  one  Chapter  re- 
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porting-  no  dues  unpaid  to  two  Chapters  reporting  an  amount  of  $800.00. 
We  are  either  not  pursuing  the  proper  methods  of  collecting  this  indebted- 
ness, or  we  are  carrying  members  who  are  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of 
their  Chapters.  All  secretaries  should  do  their  utmost  to  improve  this 
record. 

Our  secretaries  are  keeping  the  records  of  their  Chapters  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner  and  deserve  our  commendation  for  their  efforts." 

Wisconsin  (1956) 

From  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Returns  this  is  quoted: 

"The  losses  increased  in  all  categories  over  the  previous  year.  Of 
particular  concern  is  the  fact  that  the  demits  and  exclusions  increased 
considerably.  Your  Committee  again  suggests  that  considerable  care  be 
given  to  the  handling  of  demits  and  exclusions.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in 
many  cases  exclusion  for  non-payment  of  dues  is  necessary.  However, 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  prevent  this  from  occuring.  The  only  way 
to  keep  your  Chapter  growing  is  to  have  the  gains  exceed  the  losses." 

Kentucky  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  concluded  his  address  thus: 

"We  have  had  a  great  many  suspensions  this  year.  Have  we  ascer- 
tained if  these  Companions  could  pay  dues  or  have  we  taken  the  easy  way 
out?  Did  you  as  officers  personally  call  on  these  Companions  to  see  why 
they  had  not  paid  their  dues?  Have  we  made  our  convocation  interesting? 
Have  we  actually  dispensed  true  Masonic  Light  to  our  uninformed 
brethren,  or  are  we  informed  enough  to  do  so  ?  Think  it  over,  Com- 
panions, as  officers  we  should  be  leaders,  as  leaders  we  should  be  in- 
formed." 

Texas  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"This  year  there  has  been  altogether  too  many  suspensions  due  to 
non-payment  of  dues.  This  problem  we  have  endeavored  to  stress  to  each 
Chapter,  asking  them  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  keep  this  to  an  absolute 
minimum.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  work  to  accomplish  this  and  too 
often  Chapters  rely  entirely  upon  their  secretary  to  keep  after  the 
members  to  pay  their  dues.  This  is  not  right;  the  secretary  deserves  the 
support  not  only  of  the  High  Priest  but  of  the  entire  membership." 

Nebraska  (1955) 

From  the  Fraternal  Review  by  M.  E.  Harold  H.  Thorn,  this  is  quoted: 

"The  problems  which  confront  Royal  Arch  Masonry  cannot  be  blamed 
on  geography,  either.  In  almost  every  instancee  of  loss,  the  bete  noire  is 
'Suspended,  N.P.D.,'  and  that  ubiquitous  killer  can  only  be  scotched  at 
the  level  of  the  local  Chapter.  Grand  Chapters  may  scold,  may  plead,  may 
try  to  educate,  but  until  the  individual  Chapters  plug  this  drain  at  its 
inception  it  will  continue  to  plague,  to  sap  and  to  destroy  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  Royal  Arch  Masonry.  Being  myself  a  Chapter  Secretary,  I  recog- 
nize where  most  of  the  responsibility  lies,  and  commend  to  all  Chapters  a 
strengthening  of  this  very  important  link." 

Washington  (1956) 

The  Grand  Secretary  stated: 

"Our  fees  and  dues  are  entirely  too  low.  The  fees  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions that  I  know  of  range  as  high  as  $75.00  for  the  degrees  and  show  an 
increase  in  membership  each  year.  No  organization  can  operate  success- 
fully, carry  on  its  work  and  promote  activity  among  its  membership 
without  sufficient  funds.  It  is  my  recommendation  that  our  law  be 
amended  to  provide  that  the  minimum  fee  for  the  degrees  to  at  least 
$30.00  and  the  minimum  annual  dues  be  fixed  at  $4.00." 
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Tennessee  (1956) 

The  Jurispi-udence  Committee  reported: 

"Another  encouraging  indication  was  a  drop  in  the  number  of  sus- 
pensions for  non-payment  of  dues  from  255  last  year  to  208  this  year. 
Withdrawals  were  also  less  in  1955  but  the  number  of  deaths  increased. 
We  congratulate  the  Chapter  officers,  especially  the  secretaries,  on  this 
fine  showing  in  the  collection  of  dues  and  express  the  hope  that  through 
increased  effort  the  number  of  suspensions  will  be  even  less  this  year." 

Quebec  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Order  reported'. 

"The  economic  stability  of  the  year  is  reflected  in  the  small  amount 
of  dues  reported  in  arrears,  but,  to  offset  this,  the  cloud  of  poor  atten- 
dance continues  to  dim  the  luster  of  many  Chapters.  As  one  means  of 
improving  attendance  we  strongly  support  the  recommendation  that 
every  effort  be  made  to  open  Chapter  meetings  at  the  stated  hour  and 
close  without  delay." 

CHARITY 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales 

R.  W.  Bro.  Sir  Reginald  Spence   (Prov.  G.  M.,  Sussex)  : 

"Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren,  I  beg  to  give  notice 
that  the  next  meeting  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  December,  either  I  or,  in 
my  unavoidable  absence,  some  other  Provincial  Grand  Master,  will  move 
the  following  motion:  First,  'That  to  celebrate  the  Centenary  of  the 
establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England 
and  Wales  and  the  Dominions  and  Dependencies  of  the  British  Crown, 
the  Mark  Benevolent  Fund  makes  a  donation  of  £5,000  each  to  the 
Benevolent  Institution  of  the  Craft  (R.M.B.I.)  to  the  Girls'  School  of  the 
Craft  (R.M.I.G.),  to  the  Boys'  School  of  the  Craft  (R.M.I.B.)  and  £5,000 
to  the  Royal  Masonic  Hospital.'  That  makes  a  total  of  £20,000  to  be  given 
in  celebration  of  the  Centenary.  My  second  motion  is,  'That  to  com- 
memorate the  Laying  of  the  Foundation  Stone  of  the  extension  of  the 
Royal  Masonic  Hospital  a  further  sum  of  £10,000  be  donated  to  that  Hos- 
pital in  addition  to  any  sum  voted  in  accordance  with  the  previous 
motion.' 

M.W.  GRAND  MASTER:  Brethren,  you  have  heard  that  motion.  It 
may  seem  to  you  a  very  large  sum — in  fact,  it  is  a  very  large  sum — that 
it  is  proposed  to  vote,  but  against  that  you  must  remember  that  over  the 
years  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  in  our  Benevolent  Fund  to  bring  up 
our  assets  to  a  quite  appreciable  sum,  and  I  feel  sure  that  the  Brethren 
who  have  supported  that  Fund  during  previous  years  will  be  ready  to 
agree  that  some  portion  of  that  accumulated  surplus  may  be  distributed 
in  this  way  in  order  to  celebrate  the  Centenary  of  Grand  Mark  Lodge." 

New  York   (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

"At  the  last  Annual  Convocation  the  Grand  Chapter  appropriated  the 
sum  of  $1,440  to  be  distributed  under  direction  of  the  Grand  High  Priest. 
This  amount  was  distributed  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
the  Committee  on  Charity,  and,  believing  that  further  assistance  will  be 
required  during  the  coming  year,  I  heartily  recommend  that  a  sum  com- 
mensurate with  the  need  be  appropriated." 

Kentucky   (1955) 

Reported — "Appropriation  to  old  Masons  Home  $1,626.00." 

Pennsylvania  (1955) 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported: 

"That   $1,000,000    had    been    contributed    to    the    Masonic    Home    of 
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Pennsylvania." 

The  Grand  High  Priest  also  reported: 

TRI  SQUARE  CAMP 
"This  Camp  which  was  organized  in  1937  and  which  I  mentioned  last 
year  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions  by  practically  all  the  Chap- 
ters in  this  section  as  well  as  a  number  of  Chapters  in  various  places 
throughout  the  state.  This  year  the  camp  completed  a  swimming  pool  at 
a  cost  of  $14,000.00  which  greatly  enhanced  the  facilities  for  the  boys 
attending." 

Tennessee  (1956) 

"A  check  was  issued  to  the  Red  Cross  in  the  amount  of  $100.00  for 
relief  of  New  England  Flood  sufferers  and  a  check  to  the  Red  Cross  for 
$200.00  for  relief  of  flood  sufferers  in  California. 

A  contribution  of  $250.00  to  the  American  Red  Cross. 

A  contribution  of  $250.00  to  the  American  Cancer  Society. 

A  contribution  of  $250.00  to  the  Leprosy  Fund. 

A  contribution  of  $250.00  to  the  Heart  Fund. 

A  contribution  of  $300.00  to  Red  Cross  Flood  Relief  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

Texas  (1955) 

From  the  Financial  Statement  this  is  extracted: 
"Home  For  Aged   Masons 

Contributions: 

$1.00   per   member $     46,482.00 

Income  investments  31,180.41 

Masonic  Home  care  of  members;  wards  of  Grand  Lodge         73,857.16 

Maintenance  of  K.T.  Hospital 15,442.72 

Contributions,  rents,  etc 15,737.50 

$182,699.82 

Operating  expense  $146,566.14 

Total  assets  $2,039,325.73 

Inmates  30  September,  1955: 

67  widows  wards  of  Grand  Lodge. 

56  Master  Masons  wards  of  Grand  Chapter. 

Average  age  of  inmates  80  years." 

Massachusetts   (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"The  collection  for  the  Raymond  T.  Sewall  Charity  Fund,  an  annual 
event  at  our  June  Quarterly,  was  then  taken,  and  was  announced  by  the 
Grand  Treasurer  to  amount  to  $220.00.  The  Grand  High  Priest  expressed 
his  appreciation  to  the  Companions  for  their  generous  contribution.  The 
fund  is  now  almost  $2,500.00  and  is  growing  very  satisfactorily." 

Maine  (1956) 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported: 
"Assets  Charity  Fund— $93,445.93 
Income— $5,054.22 

$300.00  was  paid  to  the  official  management  of  DeMolay. 

$1,400.00  was  set  aside  for  relief  to  seven  widows  and  $400.00  ap- 
proved for  interim  relief." 

Kansas  (1956) 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported  an  expenditure  of  $900.15  from  the 
Charity  Fund. 
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New  York 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

"Many  Chapters  and  other  organizations  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  con- 
tribute annually  to  the  work  of  the  Committee  on  Tuberculosis  Relief. 
The  Triangle  Association  of  the  Metropolitan  District  has  again  contri- 
buted generously  to  this  Fund.  To  this  organization  and  to  the  Chapters 
and  individual  Companions  who  have  contributed  in  any  way  to  make  this 
work  possible  we  extend  our  appreciation  and  thanks." 

Missouri  (1956) 

The  Grand  Treasurer  reported: 

"Bublitz  Charity  Fund 
Credits     ...  $1,262.15 

Debits : 

Korean  relief,  March  20,  1956 $1,000.00 

Bank  balance  April  3,  1956 262.15 

$1,262.15." 

Missouri  (1956) 

The  Committee  071  Returns  of  Chapters  reported: 
"21  Chapters  contributed  $1,111.26  to  charity. 
49  Chapters  contributed  $6,821.70  to  the  Masonic  Building  Fund." 

California  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

'In  December  of  1955  a  terrible  disaster  in  the  form  of  floods  hit 
Northern  California.  The  cities  of  Marysville  and  Yuba  City  suffered 
the  greatest  damage  and  many  of  our  Brethren  and  Companions  lost  part 
or  all  of  their  furnishings  and  property  and  some  lost  everything. 

With  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Grand  Officers  and  members  of 
the  Finance  Committee  it  was  my  pleasure  to  order  a  sum  set  aside  as  an 
emergency  fund  for  the  relief  of  these  Masons." 

British  Columbia  (1956) 

Ten  per  cent  per  capita  fees  were  transfered  to  the  Bursary  Fund 
amounting  to  $449.60. 

Nova  Scotia  (1956) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Fund  of  Benevolence  this  is  quoted: 

"The  Fund  of  Benevolence  continues  to  carry  the  helping  hand  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  to  the  less  fortunate  members  of  our  communities 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Grand  Chapter  to  work  many  deeds  of  mercy. 

Its  greatest  single  effort  each  year,  measured  in  scope  rather  than 
in  dollars  and  cents,  is  the  provision  of  Braille  editions  of  'The  Reader's 
Digest'  to  a  number  of  our  blind  friends  throughout  the  Maritimes.  Our 
gift  this  year  amounted  to  a  total  of  $310,  which  provides  monthly  copies 
in  Braille  to  18  blind  persons. 

Further  treatment  for  Miss  Helen  Seymour  necessitated  a  payment 
of  $750  to  the  Canadian  Paraplegic  Association. 

For  benevolent  work  at  the  new  City  Hospital  in  Sydney,  Prince  of 
Wales  Chapter  No.  10  asked  for  and  received  back  its  quota  of  $82. 

For  the  operation  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons'  Orphans'  Fund  School, 
Prince  Edward  Island,  Alexandra  Chapter  in  Charlottetown  received  a 
refund  of  $109.50  and  Prince  Edward  Chapter  in  Kensington  received 
back  $40. 

Several  enquiries  were  received  during  the  year  from  Royal  Arch 
Masons  in  Newfoundland  regarding  the  supplying  of  Braille  literature 
and  especially  copies  of  'The  Reader's  Digest'  to  blind  persons  in  New- 
foundland. After  some  investigating  had  been  done  it  was  found  that  the 
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necessary  procedure  to  supply  these  copies  to  persons  in  Newfoundland  is 
to  have  the  Chapter  sponsoring  the  person  send  in  the  name  and  address 
of  the  blind  person  to  the  Fund  of  Benevolence.  Then  we  send  the  infor- 
mation with  the  necessary  money  to  the  supervisor  of  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Institute  for  the  Blind  in  Saint  John's,  Newfoundland.  This  will 
have  to  be  quite  separate  from  the  present  group  of  subscriptions  that  is 
being  handled  through  the  Halifax  office,  as  this  office  does  not  have 
jurisdiction  over  Newfoundland." 

Iowa  (1956) 

The  Report  of  Trustees  Grand  Chapter  Charity  Fund  shows  that 
assets  of  $140,206.48  with  relief  depreciations  of  $1,080.00. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales  1955-56 

Mark  Benevolent  Fund  __       ____. 

"The  Board  has  the  pleasure  to  announce  the  result  of  the  Eighty- 
seventh  Annual  Festival  held  on  the  23rd  June,  1955,  under  the  chairman- 
ship of  R.W.  Bro.  R.  W.  E.  Dixon,  Provincial  Grand  Master  for  Durham. 

Total  amounts   £28,464  12  1 

Number  of  Stewards 1,653 

Chairman's  Province: 

Amount    £14,336  16  0 

Stewards  494 

During  the  three  months  ending  31st  March,  1956,  the  following 
grants  were  made: 

Benevolent  Branch 
Eighteen  Petitioners  were  relieved  to  the  extent  of  £1,980  10s  Od." 

Washington  (1956) 

The  Committee  on  Masonic  Home  Endowment  recommended: 

"We,  your  Committee  on  the  Masonic  Home  Endowment  Fund,  are 
happy  to  report  that  all  the  active  Royal  Arch  Chapters  of  Washington 
have  contributed  100  per  cent  to  the  Masonic  Home  Endowment  Fund." 

THE  WORD 
Saskatchewan    (1956) 
The  Grand  First  Principal  said: 

"Freemasonry  centres  around  the  Word.  From  utter  darkness  the 
candidate,  receives  light  of  sufficient  strength  to  render  darkness  visible 
and  so  enable  him  subject  to  human  disability  to  receive  the  revelation  of 
the  Word.  But  in  a  dramatic  manner  the  inherent  sinfulness  of  human 
nature  becomes  manifest  and  the  Word  is  lost.  The  aspirant  must  in  the 
meantime  be  satisfied  with  a  substitute  and  such  casual  signs  and  tokens 
as  will  serve  temporarily  as  modes  of  recognition. 

True  to  life  we  now  become  aware  of  differences  in  attitude.  On  the 
one  hand  the  Mason  is  content  to  accept  the  situation  and  to  make  the 
best  of  it.  But  there  are  others  who  faced  with  an  unfinished  task  and 
relying  upon  a  faintly  optimistic  note  in  the  promise  'till  time  and  cir- 
cumstances' reveal  the  truth,  seek  further  light  in  Masonry.  This  is  a 
true  reflection  of  experience.  There  are  many  who  spend  their  years  with 
a  sense  of  frustration,  with  shattered  ideals,  with  a  loss  of  faith,  and  with 
a  lack  of  ambition  to  pursue  any  fresh  endeavor. 

We  are  concerned  with  those  who  seek  further  light  in  Masonry. 
Their  endeavors  are  crowned  with  success  and  in  the  performance  they 
learn  a  further  secret  of  victorious  living.  They  discover  that  there  is  no 
easy  way  to  the  truth.  Work  is  the  secret  of  success.  Work  performed  in 
the  midst  of  dangers,  under  the  influence  of  the  mistakes  of  others,  often 
in  the  shadow  of  despair.  They  first  see  their  project  completed,  the 
cornerstone  truly  laid,  and  when  they  might  reasonably  expect  to  enjoy 
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the  fruit  of  their  labors  and  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  Word,  the  whole 
edifice  is  laid  waste  and  it  is  in  the  ruins  that  the  Word  is  ultimately 
found  as  the  due  reward  of  a  persevering  faith. 

The  Capitular  Mason,  however,  is  made  to  realize  that  success  comes 
from  the  courage  to  face  a  world  in  disorder  and  to  remake  it  with  the 
tools  in  his  hands.  He  can  now  go  about  his  business  with  the  thought  that 
this  is  'the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord'  and  that  this  is  his  only  op- 
portunity. If  he  waits  until  he  thinks  conditions  of  success  are  propitious 
he  will  not  live  to  see  it.  Pioneers,  adventurers,  explorers,  missionaries  are 
notoriously  impatient  people.  They  go  to  work  in  the  situation  as  they 
find  it.  'This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world,  even  our  faith.'  " 

Mississippi  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"At  the  threshold  of  every  human  study  the  problem  of  the  Quest  of 
the  Ideal  persistently  presents  itself.  Nowhere  in  the  world  of  humanity 
is  perfection  to  be  found,  yet  everywhere  men  are  seeking  it.  Deep  down 
in  the  human  heart  there  is  a  feeling  of  something  awanting.  To  all, 
there  has  been  a  paradise  lost,  and  there  is  to  be  a  paradise  regained. 
Man  is  capable  of  understanding  the  plan  of  life  but  unable  to  work  it 
out  properly.  His  ideals  are  perfect,  his  actuals  are  failures.  He  has  a 
divine  soul  linked  to  a  brutal  body  and  his  visions  of  heaven  are  always 
from  a  bed  of  earth.  Yet  evermore  he  wrestles  with  Fate  and  refuses  to 
be  content  with  the  imperfect  present.  Through  constant  failing  he  steps 
onward.  By  perpetual  failure  he  progresses.  He  feels  that  the  true,  the 
good,  the  beautiful,  the  perfect,  must  be  somewhere  in  this  universe,  or 
else  how  does  he  know  the  false,  the  bad,  the  ugly,  the  imperfect,  in  the 
actual  world  around  him. 

In  human  history,  from  the  earliest  times,  we  have  evidence  of  the 
Quest  of  the  Ideal,  and  it  has  usually  taken  the  form  of  searching  for 
that  which  was  lost.  Isis  searched  for  her  murdered  lord  and  master, 
Osiris,  in  the  waters  of  the  Nile.  Venus  cried  for  her  slain  Adonis  on 
Mount  Libanus.  Ceres  sought  for  the  lost  Proserphine  in  Eleusis.  The 
sons  of  Odin  searched  for  the  body  of  Balder  in  Scandinavia.  The  Knights 
of  the  Round  Table  travelled  in  quest  of  the  Holy  Grail.  The  alchemists 
strove  to  wrest  from  nature  the  lost  secret  of  life.  Thus,  in  every  age  and 
in  every  land,  the  Quest  of  the  Ideal  has  been  pursued.  It  has  called  into 
existence  innumerable  societies,  religious,  political  and  social,  and  of 
these  we  believe  that  the  Fraternity  of  qur  Noble  Craft  of  Freemasonry 
is  one  of  the  greatest  the  world  has  seen." 

THE  WORK 
District  of  Columbia   (1955) 
The  Grand  Visitor  and  Lecturer  stated'. 

"Our  ritualistic  work  is  of  prime  importance  to  our  candidates  for 
whom  the  degrees  are  provided.  In  the  short  time  we  have  with  them  in 
each  degree,  we  must,  by  our  earnest  and  faithful  presentation  of  the 
work,  truly  portray  to  them  the  fundamental  precepts  of  the  degree,  and 
create  in  them  the  desire  for  deeper  understanding  of  the  principles 
advanced. 

I  regret  to  report  that  the  degree  work  in  some  instances  has  fallen 
to  a  new  low.  It  seems  incredible  that  any  Chapter  officer  would  try  to 
get  by  with  such  work.  It  seems  to  me  that  any  group  of  officers  with 
even  a  moderate  amount  of  interest  in  their  assignments  should  be  able 
to  master  the  requirements  of  our  ritual.  Inability  to  qualify  in  this 
respect  offers  scant  promise  for  proper  preparation  of  the  more  exacting 
demands  in  the  conferral  of  the  degrees  and  affords  little  hope  for  any 
betterment  in  the  life  and  activity  of  the  Chapter.  Sloppy  and  ill-prepared 
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degree  work  is  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  poor  attendance  and  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  the  membership.  When  we  confer  better  degrees 
we  will  have  better  Chapters.  The  officers  must  know  their  work." 

Michigan   (1956) 

The  Fraternal  Correspondent  said: 

"Some  Grand  Jurisdictions  seem  to  have  a  hankering  to  return  to 
the  'old  Work.'  If  that  means  more  horseplay,  this  writer  is  'agin'  it.  I 
think  that  this  sort  of  thing  is  largely  responsible  for  the  fact  that  in 
thirty-nine  States  last  year  the  Scottish  Rite  received  more  Master 
Masons  than  the  Royal  Arch  Chapters.  It  seems  significant  that  the 
Canadian  Chapters  take  their  Chapter  Masonry  more  seriously,  as,  as 
stated  above,  they  all  had  gains." 

Colorado  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"There  are  several  reasons  for  the  existence  and  perpetuation  of  the 
Masonic  orders,  but  to  my  mind  the  single  essential  and  fundamental 
reason  is  the  exemplification  of  their  rituals,  for  therein  lies  the  spirit, 
the  philosophy  and  the  distinguishing  characteristc  of  the  order.  Fur- 
thermore, that  exemplification  must  be  uniform  and  carefully  regulated, 
within  the  limits  of  human  frailty  and  personality,  else  the  ritual  de- 
generates into  a  handbook  for  the  suggested  guidance  of  a  group  of  men 
and  the  whole  purpose  behind  the  order  is  lost.  It  has  therefor  been  my 
purpose  to  throw  the  weight  of  the  Grand  Chapter  behind  a  better  and 
more  standard  exemplification  of  the  ritual  by  the  constituent  chapters. 

My  first  action  derived  from  a  diligent  inquiry  into  who  or  what  con- 
stituted the  final  authority  on  its  interpretation.  The  best,  in  fact  the 
only,  answer  that  I  could  find  was:  the  mind  of  the  Grand  Lecturer. 
Since  at  the  time  of  my  installation  the  Grand  Chapter  was  without  a 
Grand  Lecturer,  there  was  no  final  authority.  Moreover,  since  the  mind 
of  man  is  not  only  fallible  but  unchangeable,  I  concluded  that  a  more  per- 
manent authority  was  required,  and  directed  that  the  Custodians  of  the 
Work  prepare,  after  consultation  with  qualified  ritualists  throughout  the 
jurisdiction,  an  intelligible  record  of  our  ritual  and  place  it  in  the  Grand 
Chapter  vaults,  there  to  be  accessible  only  to  the  Grand  Lecturer  or  his 
accredited  representative.  After  diligent  and  arduous  labor  this  work  has 
been  completed  by  the  committee." 

Louisiana  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"Violations  of  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter 
have  been  called  to  my  attention  on  many  occasions  in  several  Chapters  in 
the  State,  which  has  become  alarming,  and  I  had  given  some  thought  to 
the  need  for  a  general  Examiner  to  make  periodic  visits  to  various  Chap- 
ters and  exercise  discipline  if  necessary  to  prevent  this  situation,  but  due 
to  the  exhorbitant  expense  involved  for  a  full  time  duty  which  would  be 
necessary,  I  would  like  to  recommend  that  the  District  Deputies  ap- 
pointed in  1956  be  specifically  instructed  that  this  District  Inspection  be 
made  and  a  quarterly  report  be  made  to  the  Grand  High  Priest  as  soon 
as  he  has  made  his  visits  to  his  District  Chapters. 

From  the  Report  of  Masonic  Law  and.  Jurisprudence  Committee  this  is 
quoted: 

"The  Grand  High  Priest  is  eminently  correct.  There  is  no  authoriza- 
tion anywhere  in  our  Law  or  Ritual  for  communicating  in  the  Chapter  or 
out  of  it  any  of  the  four  Capitular  degrees.  No  Officer  of  the  Chapter  or 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  has  any  authority  whatsoever  to  make  an  excep- 
tion. It  should  be  recognized  that  using  a  team  from  a  class  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  class,  in  certain  portions  of  the  floor  work  is  in  no  sense 
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of  the  word  a  communication  of  the  degree.  Chapter  Officers  who 
acquiesce  in  such  departures  should  be  disciplined  and  Chapters  that 
tolerate  such  actions  have  little  excuse  to  retain  their  Charters. 

New  Jersey   (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  stated: 

"I  observed  some  poor  ritualistic  work  in  several  Chapters  and  in 
others  there  was  evidence  of  conscientious  service  and  considerable  in- 
terest among  the  offiers.  Their  work,  generally  speaking,  was  found  to 
be  of  satisfactory  character.  I  do  not  suggest  that  there  is  no  room  for 
improvement.  Conditions,  of  course,  varied.  Some  Chapters  excelled 
others  in  numerical  numbers,  attendance,  and  adaptability  of  its  officers. 
On  a  number  of  occasions  I  congratulated  them  on  the  splendid  rendition 
of  the  ritual. 

There  are  some  of  our  Chapters  whose  convocations  are  not  well 
attended,  for  which  there  may  be  many  explanations,  including  poor 
notices,  the  practice  of  late  opening,  indifferent  ritualistic  work,  no 
planned  program  and  a  general  lack  of  interest. 

The  good  fellowship  which  is  so  truly  characteristic  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  those  who  absent  themselves  from  the 
activities  of  their  Chapter.  Such  Companions  fail  to  contribute  what  their 
fellows  have  a  right  to  expect  from  them,  nor  do  they  obtain  what  they 
might  when  they  habitually  neglect  to  attend  their  Chapter  Convocations." 

RECOGNITION 
New  York  (1956) 

The  Special  Committee  on  Recognition  of  Grand  Chapter  of  France 
reported: 

"You  will  recollect  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  accorded 
fraternal  recognition  to  the  French  National  Grand  Lodge  in  1928  (this 
action  was  confirmed  after  the  end  of  World  War  2).  The  Grand  Chapitre, 
for  which  recognition  is  now  sought,  derives  from  the  Grand  Lodge:  it  is, 
of  course,  an  entirely  independent  organization.  It  follows  the  Ritual  and 
Customs  of  English  Royal  Arch  Masons  translated  into  French  for  use 
in  this  country. 

'The  Grand  Chapitre  de  l'Arche  Royale  pour  la  France  works  along- 
side the  French  National  Grand  Lodge,  bearing  the  same  relations  to  it 
as  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England  bears  to  the  United  Grand 
Lodge  of  England.  The  Chapters  take  the  number  of  the  Lodge  to  which 
they  are  attached,  but  they  are,  of  course,  in  no  way  subject  to  the  Grand 
Lodge;  owing  allegiance  solely  to  the  Grand  Chapter. 

In  1927  a  temporary  Charter  was  issued  by  the  French  National 
Grand  Lodge  for  the  formation  of  a  Chapter  to  be  attached  to  St. 
George's  Lodge  No.  3.  During  1928  and  1929  five  more  Chapters  were 
Chartered  and  this  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapitre  de  l'Arche 
Royale  pour  la  France. 

The  Grand  Chapitre  was  recognized  on  6th  August,  1929,  by  the 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England  as  an  independent  Grand  Chapter 
with  sovereign  jurisdiction  over  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  France.  It  was 
recognized  in  1934  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  and  in  1935  by  the 
Grand  Chapters  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

In  1940  work  ceased  owing  to  the  war:  but  since  1947  three  of  the 
original  Chapters  have  reopened  and  two  new  ones  formed.  The  Grand 
Chapter  is  making  steady  progress  and  would  welcome  the  compaion- 
ship  and  encouragement  to  be  gained  from  the  establishment  of  fraternal 
relations  with  Grand  Chapters  in  the  United  States. 

The  Domatic  Ritual,  in  use  in  England  is  worked  in  French  and  Eng- 
lish by  the  Chapters. 
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Present  constituent  Chapters  are: 
PARIS— Britannic  No.  9 

Fidelity  No.  10 

Confiance  No.  25 

Perseverance  No.  27 

ROUEN-^Jeanne  d'Arc  No.  5 

The  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  of  the  French 
National  Grand  Lodge  as  set  forth  in  the  request  has  been  confirmed 
through  the  Grand  Secretary's  Office  of  the  New  York  Grand  Lodge. 

We  also  find  the  following  in  a  bulletin  issued  on  June  15,  1955  by 
M.  E.  Tom  Q.  Ellis,  General  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  General  Grand 
Chapter: 

'GRAND  CHAPTER  OF  FRANCE:  Regular; 

'Grand  Chapitre  de  l'Arche  Royale  apour  la  France'  address  65  Blvd. 
Bibeau.  Neuilly-sur-Seine  (Seine)  France.  Recognized  by  Grand  Chapter 
of  England  in  1930,  by  Scotland  in  1934,  and  in  recent  years  by  several 
American  Grand  Chapters.  Works  alongside  with  Grand  Lodge  of  France 
which  is  now  recognized  by  more  than  30  Grand  Lodges  in  this  Country. 
Grand  Master  of  Grand  Lodge  of  France  is  also  First  Grand  Principal 
(Grand  High  Priest)  of  Grand  Chapter  of  France.  No  reason  why  this 
Grand  Chapter  should  not  be  recognized  by  our  Grand  Chapters.  (Ack- 
nowledgement to  Ray  Denslow,  PGGHP  for  detailed  information.)' 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  and  especially  the  strong  indorsement  of 
our  General  Grand  Chapter,  speaking  through  its  General  Grand  High 
Priest,  we  recommend  that  approval  be  given  to  this  request  of  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  France  for  fraternal  recognition  and  that  we  exchange  the 
usual  courtesies,  and  Representatives  with  it,  upon  the  written  assurance 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  France  that  they  have  no  connection  with  any 
other  Grand  Lodge  of  or  in  France." 

EDUCATION 
Oklahoma  (1956) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Executive  of  the  Past  Grand  High  Priests  Asso- 
ciation this  is  quoted: 

"The  report  of  the  auditor  lists  the  unpaid  notes,  names  of  borrowers, 
amount  owing  by  each  and  other  detailed  information,  and  shows  the 
sum  of  $1,738.97  due  on  these  notes  which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand 
Secretary.  His  report  further  shows  United  States  Government  Bonds 
amounting  to  $34,200.00.  List:  of  these  bonds  is  shown  in  report  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Chapter  and  in  his  possession. 

EDUCATIONAL  FUND:  The  Educational  Fund  of  the  Past  Grand 
High  Priests'  Association  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Oklahoma  was  be- 
gun on  or  about  December  31,  1921.  From  inception  to  March  1,  1956, 
the  Receipts  and  Disbursements  aggregated  the  following: 

Receipts   $177,586.37 

Disbursements    177,468.98 

Balance — Cash   in   Bank    $        117.39 

The  net  cash  in  bank  and  investment  funds  at  March  1,  1956,  com- 
prise the  following: 

Cash  in  Bank  $        117.39 

Student  Loans  Receivable  1,738.97 

Investments— U.S.   Bonds    34,200.00 

Total    Assets    $  36,056.36 
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EDUCATIONAL   LOAN   FUND   ACCOUNT:    The   following   state- 
ment reflects  a  summary  of  this  account  from  inception  to  the  end  of  the 
period: 
Amount  received  from   Grand   Secretary  from   December   15, 

1921  through  March  1,  1956  $  51,317.62 

Deduct:    Amount    Paid    to    Grand    Treasurer    for 

Vocational    Training    Building    $  26,000.00 

Less:  Amount  Refunded  17.55) 

Amount  Paid  for  Printing  Presses  for 

Vocational    Training    School    2,100.00 

28,082.45 

Balance    $  23,2235.16 

ADDITIONS  TO  FUND: 

Interest  on  Student  Loans  $  24,670.94 

Interest  on  Loans  Charged  Off  1,204.78 

Int.  on  U.S.  &  H.O.L.C.  Bonds  11,559.67 

Interest    on    Deposits    1,426.50 

Interest  on   School  Warrant  7.29 

Attorney    Fees    Refunded    9.64 

Premium    on    Sale    of    U.S.    Bonds    and 

H.I.L.C.  Bonds  $290.94 

Less  Premium  Paid  63.81 

227.13 

$  39,105.95 

Balance $  63,341.11 

DEDUCTIONS  FROM  FUND: 

Expenses  Administering  Fund   $  22,902.82 

Allowances  and  Collection  Charges  1,227.97 

Student  Loans  Charged  Off  $6,158.32 

Less:    Collections    4,195.17 

1,963.15 

Write  Off  of  Bond  Premium  190.81 

$  26,284.75 


$  36,056.36 

There  is  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $117.39  as  shown  by  the  audit  and 
bank  statements  and  cancelled  vouchers  submitted  with  this  report. 

No  interest  was  collected  on  our  securities  for  the  reason  that  this 
Grand  Chapter  voted  at  our  Annual  Convocation  in  1953  to  transfer  this 
interest  to  the  General  Fund,  and  the  interest  was  deposited  to  this  fund 
direct  as  received  from  time  to  time  by  the  Grand  Secretary. 

HIGH  PRIESTHOOD 
Pennsylvania  (1955) 

From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Fraternal  Correspondence: 

"May  we  refer  to  the  question  of  the  Order  of  High  Priesthood?  No, 
we  do  not  have  any  organization,  or  Council,  or  Convention  because  we 
cannot  find  any  authority  for  such  an  organization.  We  require  every 
High  Priest-elect  to  be  installed  before  he  can  preside  over  a  Chapter 
and  the  installation  ceremony  INCLUDES  the  conferring  of  the  Order 
of  High  Priesthood." 
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INSURANCE 
Massachusetts  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"A  trend  of  modern  times  which  is  claim-mindedness  of  individuals, 
is  a  problem  of  every  Jurisdiction  that  I  have  visited  this  year.  The  sub- 
ject of  liability  insurance  has  been  discussed,  and  nearly  every  Jurisdic- 
tion has  adopted  some  policy  or  program  of  liability  insurance  both  for 
its  Grand  Chapter  and  its  Constituent  Chapters.  The  most  complete 
program  was  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  in  their  meeting  at  Toronto. 
The  program  adopted  there  provides  for  a  ten  cent  increase  in  the  per 
capita  tax  and  a  blanket  policy  of  insurance  covering  the  Grand  Chapter 
and  every  Constituent  Chapter  against  loss  by  fire,  claims  for  liability 
arising  out  of  most  any  situation  imaginable,  even  including  the  trans- 
portation of  candidates  upon  public  conveyances  or  in  private  automo- 
biles." 

RULINGS 
Massachusetts  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"It  is  my  firm  belief  that  no  drama,  pageant,  play,  degree  or  other 
ceremony  should  be  presented  or  carried  on  by  any  Chapter  or  group  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons  under  the  name  and  style  of  Royal  Arch  Degree,  or 
by  any  name  using  the  words  'Royal  Arch',  except  the  Royal  Arch  De- 
gree, as  defined  by  this  Grand  Chapter  in  a  duly  Constituted  Chapter. 
This  Grand  Chapter  has  defined  the  Royal  Arch  Degree,  and  no  Masonic 
body  or  group  of  Masons  of  whatever  grade,  are  entitled  to  perform  any 
ceremony,  degree,  drama,  play  or  similar  thing  under  the  title  of  'Royal 
Arch',  except  the  authorized  Royal  Arch  Degree." 

Nova  Scotia  (1956) 

Report  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes: 

"The  Board  has  been  asked  for  a  ruling  on  whether  Chapter  funds 
composed  of  fees  and  dues  can  properly  be  used  for  non-Masonic  purposes 
such  as  community  services,  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses,  the  Red 
Cross  Society,  the  Home  and  School  Association,  the  Salvation  Army,  the 
Canadian  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  and  similar  organizations.  In 
our  opinion,  dues  levied  on  our  members  are  fixed  by  the  needs  of  our 
Chapters  in  respect  of  rent,  printing,  refreshments,  secretary's  salary, 
office  expenses,  etc.  and  have  no  reference  to  the  possibility  of  such  non- 
Masonic  calls  or  appeals.  The  diversion  of  strictly  Masonic  funds  for 
such  purposes  is  in  our  opinion  an  improper  use  of  Chapter  funds.  For  a 
Chapter  to  divert  its  funds  to  one  such  purpose  will  be  to  open  the  door 
to  numerous  other  worthy  claims.  If  a  Chapter  makes  a  donation  from 
its  funds,  that  act  may  be  used  by  our  members  as  a  reason  for  their 
not  contributing  themselves  to  such  funds.  If  a  Chapter  thinks  well  of 
some  such  organization,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  members  of  the 
Chapter  organizing  a  team  to  assist  in  a  general  campaign  for  such  a 
worthy  purpose  or  agreeing  to  canvass  its  membership.  We  would  remind 
our  Chapters  that  a  per  capita  tax  is  now  levied  on  our  membership  to 
be  used  'for  such  community  or  social  welfare  service  or  other  purposes 
approved  by  the  Board  of  General  Purposes'." 

West  Virginia  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"No  questions  were  submitted  that  could  not  be  answered  by  refer- 
ence to  existing  Grand  Chapter  Laws.  If  all  High  Priests  and  Secretaries 
would  familiarize  themselves  with  laws  of  the  Grand  Chapter  as  written 
in  the  Text  Book,  most  of  the  Question  and  problems  that  arise  would  not 
have  to  leave  the  Chapter  room." 
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INSPECTIONS 
Kentucky  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"I  want  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  of  the  Inspectors  for  a  wonderful 
job  well  done.  These  Companions  organized  and  conducted  schools  in 
each  District  and  inspected  'every  chapter  without  the  help  of  any  of  the 
Grand  Chapter  Officers.  I  believe  that  every  chapter  was  inspected 
before  the  last  of  July'.  This  is  a  splendid  thing  and  I  hope  that  the 
Chapters  will  continue  to  give  the  Inspectors  the  co-operation  that  they 
did  this  year.  The  Committee  of  Inspections  has  backed  up  the  Inspec- 
tors at  every  turn." 

Minnesota  (1955) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  reported: 

"Each  one  of  these  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter  who  has  been 
placed  in  charge  of  a  district  is  an  able  and  highly  competent  man  who 
knows  how  to  plan  and  get  results,  each  has  a  sincere  love  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  and  each  has  given  very  generously  of  his  time  and  effort  and 
has  accomplished  a  great  deal,  but  one  year  is  altogether  too  short  a  time 
to  explore  and  accomplish  the  great  possibilities  of  this  plan,  which  con- 
templates that  each  Chapter  in  each  district  shall  be  visited  by  the  officer 
in  charge  at  least  once  during  the  year,  and  that  at  least  one  school  of 
instruction  shall  be  held  at  a  Host  Chapter  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
Faithfully  carried  out,  these  visitations  and  schools  of  instruction  must 
have  a  tendency  not  only  to  enlarge  the  acquaintance  among  the  Com- 
panions in  the  State,  but  also  in  increase  the  knowledge  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  and  improve  the  ritualistic  work  of  the  Chapters. 

Man  is  by  nature  a  gregarious  animal  and  loves  to  gather  with 
others  of  his  kind,  and  if  our  Royal  Arch  Chapters  are  able  to  not  only 
offer  him  pleasure,  companionship  and  friendship,  but  also  inspiration 
and  education  then  his  interest  in  such  associations  will  never  wane,  and 
he  will  be  sure  to  seek  others  to  unite  and  join  with  him  in  such  work, 
but  this  situation  or  this  condition  in  our  Chapters  cannot  be  accomplished 
by  the  sole  work  of  the  officer  in  charge.  It  is  absolutely  essential  that 
we  have  the  enthusiastic  support  and  assistance  of  the  chief  officers  of 
each  Chapter. 

To  that  end,  I  recommend  that  as  quickly  as  possible  following  this 
Convocation,  each  line  officer  appointed  to  be  in  charge  of  his  district 
call  a  meeting  of  the  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  of  each  Chapter  in  his 
district.  The  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  most  central  and  accessible  town 
in  his  district.  At  this  meeting  the  line  officer  will  outline  to  the  officers 
of  the  various  chapters  his  plans  for  the  year  and  perhaps  appoint  certain 
officers  of  those  subordinate  Chapters  who  would  agree  to  help  him 
carry  his  plans  to  completion.  A  dinner  should  be  served  at  this  meeting 
and  the  cost  thereof  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Grand  Chapter.  Those 
funds  are  available  and  the  cost  of  such  a  meeting  would  be  rather 
nominal,  and  in  my  opinion  the  cost  would  be  far  outweighed  by  the 
good  which  would  be  accomplished.  I  very  humbly  but  earnestly  suggest 
this  plan  for  the  consideration  of  my  successor." 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES 
Connecticut  (1956) 

The  Grand  High  Priest  said: 

"A  review  of  correspondence  reported,  indicates  that  many  of  our 
Grand  Representatives  in  Connecticut  sent,  and  also  Teceived,  communica- 
tions from  other  Grand  Chapters.  It  is  strongly  urged  that  all,  at  least, 
use  this  simple,  easy  way  to  establish  and  maintain  these  important  re- 
lationships. 
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Some  of  our  Grand  Representatives  are  more  fortunate,  in  that  they 
have  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  Grand  Jurisdictions  which  they  repre- 
sent. Observation  reveals  the  values  in  these  visitations.  However,  the 
difficulties  of  distance,  expense  and  time  prevent  extensive  visiting, 
although  exceptions  to  this  can  be  cited.  In  order  to  improve  the  work 
of  our  Grand  Representative  from  Connecticut,  I  would  like  to  offer  the 
following  suggestions: 

1.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  the  Grand  High  Priest  from  the 
Grand  Representatives  with  the  Grand  Secretary  as  an  advisor,  to 
formulate  a  brief  summary  report  of  this  158  Annual  Convocation, 
and  that  this  report  be  duplicated  and  a  copy  sent  to  each  Grand 
Chapter  near  Connecticut  together  with  a  personal  letter  from  its 
Grand  Representative. 

2.  That  another  committee  be  appointed  from  the  Grand  Representa- 
tives by  the  Grand  High  Priest  to  review  the  informative  communica- 
tions received  from  other  Grand  .Jurisdictions,  and  if  deemed  desir- 
able, make  a  brief  summary  of  highlights,  to  be  duplicated  and  dis- 
tributed." 

HISTORICAL  NOTES 
Grand  Lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  of  England  and  Wales  (1955-56) 

Report  of  the  General  Board  on  Visit  to  Finland,  September,  1955: 

The  President  of  the  General  Board  and  Lt.  Col.  J.  W.  Chitty,  M.B.E., 
P.G.W.,  left  London  by  air  on  September  12th  for  Helsinki,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  consecrating  on  behalf  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  the  Lahti 
Lodge,  No.  1194. 

This  is  the  Third  Mark  Lodge  in  Finland,  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England,  etc.;  the  other  two  being  Astrum  No.  894  warranted  on  30th 
June,  1930,  and  Pirkka,  No.  1181,  warranted  on  1st  March,  1954. 

The  consecration  ceremony  was  carried  out  on  the  evening  of  Wed- 
nesday, September  14th,  and  W.  Bro.  J.  V.  Sola  was  installed  as  1st 
Master.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  English,  and  W.  Bro.  Sola  and 
his  officers  closed  the  Lodge  in  English. 

The  Consecrating  Team  was  completed  by  W.  Bro.  Tainio  who  acted 
as  I.G.  and  Bros.  Raitio  and  Koshinen,  who  with  voice  and  organ  sup- 
ported the  musical  portion  of  the  ceremony. 

Prior  to  the  Consecration,  a  meeting  of  Astum  Lodge  was  held  to 
celebrate  its  25th  Anniversary.  The  proceedings  were  in  Finnish  and  in- 
cluded an  address  on  the  history  of  the  Lodge  given  by  W.  Bro.  Lavanti, 
the  Secretary.  It  is  hoped  that  a  translation  of  this  history  will  shortly 
be  received  for  the  records  of  Grand  Lodge. 

During  the  time  which  the  Deputation  spent  in  Helsinki,  opportuni- 
ties were  taken  to  discuss  with  the  leading  masons  of  Finland,  many 
masonic  questions.  It  is  apparent  that  our  Mark  Degree  is  held  in  high 
respect  among  our  Finnish  Brethren.  There  was  talk  of  the  formation 
of  a  fourth  lodge,  and  also  of  the  possibility  of  eventually  forming  a 
Mark  District  in  Finland." 

England  (1956) 

Centenary  Charters 
The  President  of  the  Committee  of  General  Purposes: 

"Most  Excellent,  I  now  beg  to  move  that  the  prayers  of  the  three 
Petitions  for  Centenary  Chapters  from  the  Belvidere  Chapter,  No.  503, 
Maidstone  (Kent),  the  Saint  John's  Chapter,  No.  221,  Bolton  (Lancashire, 
E.D.),  and  the  Holy  Zion  Chapter,  No.  486,  Calcutta  (Bengal),  be  granted. 

The  circumstances  relating  to  one  of  these  Petitions  are  rather  un- 
usual, and  I  think  members  of  Grand  Chapter  would  be  interested  to  hear 
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a  short  summary  of  the  Report  which  the  Librarian  of  Grand  Lodge  made 
regarding  it.  The  Chapter  to  which  I  refer  is  Saint  John's  Chapter,  No. 
221,  which  is  attached  to  the  Lodge  of  this  name  and  number  in  Bolton, 
Lancashire.  Before  the  Union,  this  Lodge  was  No.  303  on  the  Roll  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  Antients.  The  Union  of  the  Grand  Lodges  in  1813 
was  followed  in  1817  by  the  Union  of  the  Grand  Chapters.  The  Modern 
Grand  Chapter  had  existed  since  1766;  its  Chapters  were  entirely  separate 
from  Craft  Lodges,  and  each  worked  under  a  Charter  of  its  own.  The 
Antient  Grand  Chapter  was,  however,  little  more  than  a  Committee  of 
the  Antient  Grand  Lodge,  and  was  formed  only  shortly  before  the  Royal 
Arch  Union.  Though  it  had  power  to  issue  Charters  to  private  Chapters, 
it  does  not  appear  ever  to  have  exercised  this  power.  The  reason  was 
that  under  the  Antients  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  worked  in  Craft 
Lodges  under  the  authority  of  the  Craft  Warrant. 

There  are  now  on  Roll  of  Grand  Chapter  21  Royal  Arch  Chapters 
capable  of  association  with  pre-Unio-n  Antient  Craft  Lodges.  Seven  of 
these  Chapters  have  breaks  in  continuity  which  prevent  the  period  of 
qualifying  for  a  Centenary  Charter  from  starting  until  some  time  after 
the  Union  in  1817.  Thirteen  have  already,  between  the  years  1886  and 
1911,  been  granted  Centenary  Charters,  and  the  one  remaining  Chapter 
is  the  one  with  which  we  are  now  concerned. 

In  considering  the  Petitions  of  the  thirteen  Chapters  which  have 
already  been  granted  Centenary  Charters,  Grand  Chapter  took  into 
account  not  only  the  separate  existence  of  the  Chapter  from  the  date  of 
the  Union  onwards,  but  also  the  period  prior  to  the  Union  when  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree  was  worked  in  the  Craft  Lodge  which  was  the  parent  of  the 
Chapter.  The  Committee  agrees  with  the  Librarian  that  it  would  be 
manifestly  unfair  to  apply  to  this  Chapter  a  standard  different  from 
that  applied  to  the  thirteen  to  whom  Centenary  Charters  have  already 
been  granted." 
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THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 

By  M.  E.  Companion  Colonel  R.  V.  E.  Conover,  O.B.E.,  V.D.,  P.G.Z. 

The  search  for  the  source  from  which  modern  Freemasonry  is  derived 
has  usually  been  directed  towards  a  single  source.  Most  writers  have 
concluded  that  when  the  first  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  in  London  in  1717 
from  four  operative  lodges  that  this  was  the  single  and  only  source. 
Some  have  stated  that  the  other  Grand  Lodges  were  schismatic.  This 
term  has  erroneously  been  applied  to  the  Athol  Grand  Lodge,  possibly 
because  one  reason  for  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1717 
was  to  again  hold  the  Annual  Assemblies  and  reintroduce  the  ancient 
feasts.  There  is  only  one  reference  to  an  earlier  General  Assembly  in 
one  of  the  Ancient  manuscripts.  This  record  is  so  vague  that  it  must 
be  assumed  to  be  only  a  tradition  of  the  operatives.  Early  English  Kings 
did  not  permit  general  assemblies  of  their  people  and  this  state  existed 
down  to  Stuart  times.  Secret  societies,  if  they  existed,  were  carefully 
scrutinised  by  the  King's  Sheriffs.  No  records  have  been  found  referring 
to  meetings  of  any  organised  bodies  of  Masons  except  the  meeting  of 
Guilds  that  received  their  charters  from  the  authorities  usually  directly 
from  the  King.  The  first  Grand  Lodge  formed  in  1717  is  the  first  record 
of  any  attempt  at  forming  a  governing  body  and  it  did  not  extend  or 
attempt  to  extend  its  authority  outside  the  city  of  London  for  many 
years.  Even  then  it  did  not  control  all  the  lodges  in  London.  The  term 
schismatic  can  not  be  applied  to  a  group  that  never  in  any  way  owed 
allegiance  to  the  Premier  Grand  Lodge.  As  there  had  been  no  govern- 
ing body  each  lodge  of  operatives  had  been  and  was  its  own  sole  authority 
for  any  esoteric  work  practised.  While  the  premier  Grand  Lodge  must 
be  considered  to  be  the  origin  of  organised  speculative  freemasonry  it 
was  not  the  sole  source  from  which  speculative  masonry  derived  its  le- 
gends, tenets  and  esoteric  system. 

After  the  reformation,  the  ancient  guilds  of  masons  owing  to  lack 
of  work,  had  to  some  extent  degenerated  into  convivial  gatherings.  The 
surviving  lodges  met  at  infrequent  intervals  and  began  to  take  in  non- 
operatives.  The  meetings  were  social  in  character.  The  candidate, 
amongst  other  fees,  assumed  the  expense  of  the  dinner  following  the 
meeting  which  closed  the  proceedings. 

The  ancient  charges  which  have  survived  had  only  brief  references 
to  those  exalted  lessons  of  morality  and  brotherly  love,  that  benevolence 
and  charity  which  so  strikingly  marks  the  order  a  few  years  after  it 
became  purely  speculative  in  character. 

After  the  Reformation  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent,  although 
scattered  and  few  in  numbers,  there  seems  to  have  existed  more  or  less 
secret  societies  who  carried  on  the  philosophic  teachings  which  have 
been  traced  back  to  the  Ancient  Mysteries  of  the  Greek  and  Early 
Egyptian  periods.  The  dogma  of  the  mysteries  was  of  a  spiritual  nature 
designed  to  teach  how  man  might  so  conduct  his  earthly  pilgrimage  so 
as  to  arrive  at  immortal  life.  The  initiate,  during  instruction,  imperson- 
ated a  god  who  was  slain  and  rose  again  from  the  dead.  It  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  comprehend  how  such  a  symbolic  death  and  rebirth  was  transferred 
into  the  drama  of  the  career  of  fallen  man.  Such  a  rite  is  in  entire 
accord  with  what  is  known  of  the  Caldic  Monks  and  the  Masons  who  were 
at  York  at  the  time  when  King  Athelstane  was  supposed  to  have  granted 
them  a  charter. 

The  early  charges  of  the  Guild  Masons  called  by  many  the  Ancient 
Constitutions  rehearsed  the  whole  of  sacred  history  from  Adam,  Enoch, 
Moses  and  the  building  and  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem.  There 
are  references  in  these  ancient  manuscripts  to  Grand  Master  Adam,  Grand 
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Master  Moses  and  the  three  Grand  masters  who  presided  at  the  building 
of  the  first  temple  at  Jerusalem. 

Scattered  about  England  were  a  number  of  people  who  continued  to 
practice  in  secrecy  the  ceremonies  of  the  Kabbalists.  After  the  return 
of  the  Jews  to  England  during  the  Protectorate  under  Cromwell,  a  number 
of  Christians  were  admitted  to  this  society.  It  is  known  that  the  Kab- 
balists of  the  middle  ages  cultivated  a  syncritic  type  of  religion  and  that 
they  acted  plays  or  mysteries  with  the  object  of  improving  and  instruct- 
ing the  mind.  These  plays  comprised  a  number  of  scenes  from  sacred 
history,  Adam  and  Eve  in  Paradise,  Noah  and  the  Ark,  Moses  and  the 
burning  bush,  The  Tabernacle  and  the  \rk  of  the  Covenant,  the  promul- 
gation of  the  Law  at  Sinai,  certain  secrets  about  the  Tetragrammation, 
the  erection  of  King  Solomon's  Temple  under  three  presidents,  the  Altar 
of  incense  and  others.  They  used  characters  and  words  which  had  been 
handed  down  orally  from  a  remote  period  since  the  days  of  Abraham. 
They  used  three  names  for  God,  unpronouncable  of  course. 

1.  The  simple  Tetragrammation,  to  wit;  the  four  consonants  Y  H  W  H 
unpointed. 

2.  The  same  four  letters  with  the  vowels  of  Adonai. 

3.  The  same  with  the  vowel  points  of  Elohim. 

Soady  in  a   commentary   on   the   Kabbalists  book   "Zepher  Jetzira" 
points  out  that  there  are  three  names  for  God. 
"1.    When  He  creates  the  world,  God  calls  himself  Elohi,  that  is  the  El 

or  Elohe  of  Israel. 

2.  When  He  ordains  the  covenant  He  is  called  El  Shaddai,  God  Almighty. 
The  word  for  covenant  in  Hebrew  is  Bereth. 

3.  When  He  delivers  Israel  by  a  miracle  in  which  the  waters  of  the  Red 
Sea  is  divided  He  becomes  Jah.  This  name  afterwards  having  been 
expanded  to  JEHOVA." 

During  the  17th  century  the  Harodim  degree  of  Northern  England, 
the  ceremonies  of  the  brethren  of  the  Rosy  Cross,  that  of  the  Royal  Order 
of  Scotland  and  the  Royal  Arch  although  not  so  named  appears  to  have 
sprung  from  the  same  source  viz,  Kabbalism.  No  one  can  claim  the  Royal 
Arch  is  pure  Kabbalism,  but  it  is  a  simplification  of  a  part  of  it  excluding 
the  symbolism  of  numbers.  It  is  a  fair  assumption  that  the  introduction 
of  Hiramism  into  the  early  masonic  ritualistic  practices  was  borrowed 
from  the  Kabbalistic  plays  and  lectures  for  the  dramatic  portion  of  the 
four  craft  degrees. 

In  writing  about  the  Comacine  Masters,  Leader  Scott  shows  that  on 
the  sack  of  Rome  by  the  Goths  the  Comacine  Masters  settled  in  Como 
and  spread  their  Guilds  over  Italy  and  across  the  Alps.  Her  impression  is 
that  they  added  to  the  Colegia  a  reference  to  King  Solomon's  Temple. 
This  is  not  improbable  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  Roman  Emperor 
Justinian  is  said  to  have  exclaimed  after  he  had  completed  "Agia  Sophia", 
"I  have  surpassed  thee,  0  Solomon."  These  Italian  Acadamies  had  their 
Caput  Magistrum  and  their  Arch  Magister  who  according  to  Leader  Scott 
had  to  be  a  Grandee.  The  headmaster  was  no  doubt  the  master  of  the 
level  men  and  the  Arch  Master  the  director  of  those  working  on  the 
curved  work.  At  the  same  time  any  authority  that  had  central  jurisdic- 
tion was  termed  Arch  Fraternity." 

A  curious  division  amongst  the  early  builders  has  not  received  suf- 
ficient mention.  They  were  divided  into  two  classes,  the  stone  hewers 
and  the  level  men.  The  stone  hewers  were  the  superior  class  of  workmen. 
They  hewed  the  stones  in  the  quarries  or  on  the  job.  They  laid  any  stones 
that  were  carved  or  curved.  The  level  men  were  restricted  to  the  regular 
laying  of  the  walls.     The  stone  hewers  were  higher  paid  workmen. 
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H.  M.  Shuttleworth  mentions  a  reprint  of  1776  at  Paris  of  the  13th 
century  statutes  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  which  mentions  their  ARCH  I 
CONFRERE  ROYALE  .  .  .  de  Jerusalem. 

Haydon  in  his  dictionary  of  dates  mentions  that  the  Court  of  Arches 
was  held  at  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  Le  Bow,  London,  England,  whose  top 
is  built  in  stone  pillars  archwise.  An  old  record  says  that  it  was  built 
by  Companions  of  the  Arch  Guild  and  was  considered  a  masterpiece  by 
its  master.  The  bow  makers  guild  included  bow  carpenters  who  had 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  wooden  centres  to  build  the  arches.  It 
is  said  that  Strong  was  a  member  of  the  arch  guild  and  that  they  received 
Chris.  Wren  in  1649. 

Gould  denied  the  antiquity  of  the  Royal  Arch,  alleging  that  it  had 
originated  as  one  of  the  Scotch  degrees  and  attributed  it  to  Chevalier 
Ramsay.  This  was  so  far  accepted  that  it  became  a  commonplace  amongst 
masonic  writers  and  this  historic  truth  was  in  danger  of  going  by  default 
through  the  general  acceptance  of  Gould's  theory. 

The  earlier  masonic  writers  were  extremely  partisan.  The  intense 
and  sometimes  vindictive  attitude  of  each  side  in  the  quarrel  between  the 
Moderns  and  the  Ancients  has  concealed  many  relevant  facts.  Each  side 
in  the  controversy  used  every  device  to  counteract  and  refute  the  state- 
ments of  their  opponents.  Later  writers  have  followed  the  earlier  leads 
being  dependent  on  them  for  their  sources  of  information.  None  of  the 
earlier  writers  date  the  Royal  Arch  before  1740.  Yet  there  is  the  account 
of  a  Masonic  procession  or  a  pseudo  procession  held  in  1725  which  shows 
that  the  Royal  Arch  was  functioning  at  that  time  under  the  self  same 
name  as  a  regular  masonic  institution.  From  the  Origin  of  the  Masonic 
degrees  by  Castells  p.  149  this  is  quoted: 

'The  record  of  the  Harlequin  procession  of  1725  (A.Q.C.  xxi-151) 
which  proves  beyond  peradventure  that  the  title  Royal  Arch  was  used  at 
that  time  and  that  a  degree  with  that  title  existed  in  England  and  was 
commonly  acknowledged  to  be  a  form  of  masonry.  The  record  is  as 
follows: 

XIX  BANNER 

Royal  Arch — six  gentlemen  Masons 
Two  bearing  the  pageant 

For  here  we  see  not  only  the  name  but  several  other  facts.  Banners 
were  used  and  those  who  practised  the  Degree  are  called  gentlemen 
which  in  those  days  was  a  word  used  in  a  much  more  restricted  sense  than 
it  is  today.  Stonemasons  would  have  been  called  simply  men;  but  gentle- 
men indicates  some  social  standing;  this  word  implies  that  in  Dr.  Ander- 
son's time  the  Royal  Arch  was  being  cultivated  by  the  gentry." 

This  establishes  the  use  of  the  name  Royal  Arch  amongst  Freemasons 
at  the  time  Anderson,  Desgauliers  and  Payne  were  developing  the  degree 
system  now  practised  in  craft  lodges.  This  does  not  infer  anything  as 
to  origin  but  1725  is  near  enough  to  1717  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  the 
Royal  Arch  being  an  outgrowth  of  Craft  masonry  which  was  then  a  new 
thing.  It  almost  compels  the  belief  that  the  Royal  Arch  was  the  original 
Masonry  and  that  Craft  Masonry  was  derived  from  it." 

During  the  period  1717-1738  certain  masters'  lodges  were  held  in  Lon- 
don. They  met  on  Sundays  and  kept  their  minutes  separate  from  those 
of  the  craft  lodges..  The  curious  feature  of  the  Masters  lodges  being 
held  on  Sunday,  is  worthy  of  note.  There  is  no  extant  record  of  their 
proceedings  except  some  brief  minutes  but  the  fact  that  they  met  on 
Sunday  implies  that  what  they  stood  for  was  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Sabbatarian  ideas  prevailing  at  that  time;  hence  it  may  be  concluded  that 
the  work  done  was  of  a  religious  nature.     Craft  lodges  did  not  meet  on 
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the  Sabbath.  On  the  other  hand  the  Jewish  masons  who  are  reputed  to 
have  conferred  Degrees  of  Masonry  at  Rhode  Island  in  1658  are  said  to 
have  done  this  after  synagogue  service. 

As  soon  as  the  term  Royal  Arch  comes  into  general  use  nothing  more 
is  heard  about  the  master's  lodges.  It  is  a  fair  assumption  that  the 
Master's  lodges  are,  or  were,  Royal  Arch  lodges  under  a  different  name. 
Some  of  the  minutes  of  the  Master's  lodges  are  dated  as  late  as  1733. 
Eleven  years  after  (1744)  Dr.  Dassigny,  writing  about  the  Royal  Arch, 
observes  two  things:  "First,  that  only  those  who  had  gone  through  the 
chair  were  eligible  for  membership  and,  secondly,  that  the  degree  had  to 
do  with  the  Summon  Bonum,  the  immortal  God,  and  therefore  it  cannot 
be  treated  with  too  much  reverence." 

Existing  evidence  establishes  the  fact  that  about  1740  the  Royal 
Arch  was  already  an  international  institution.  It  appears  to  have  been 
firmly  established  in  Scotland,  in  France,  in  Ireland,  while  here  in  Eng- 
land it  appears  in  London  and  York.  The  influence  of  the  York  Grand 
Lodge  was  very  slight.  It  did  not  establish  any  lodges  and  although 
revived  twice  it  finally  disappeared  in  1792.  The  Royal  Arch  worked  very 
secretly.  It  apparently  was  viewed  as  a  close  corporation  and  it  possibly 
antedated  the  formation  of  the  premier  Grand  Lodge  in  1717.  It  seems 
to  lead  back  to  Kabbalism  and  is  in  some  way  connected  with  the  early 
lodges  of  Harrodim  and  is  in  other  ways  connected  with  the  ancient  con- 
stitutions of  the  operative  masons. 

Castells  says  "The  sign  of  grief  and  distress  is  said  to  have  origi- 
nated with  our  Master  H.A.B.  A  Royal  Arch  Ritual  practised  in  the 
eighteenth  century  shows  this  sign  was  then  used  in  the  Royal  Arch  when 
the  Keystone  and  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  were  handed  to  the  High  Priest 
by  the  sojourners  and  at  that  time  the  sign  was  attributed  to  Adam  who 
had  been  condemned  to  eat  bread  with  the  sweat  of  his  brow  and  wipe 
off  his  perspiration  too.  It  was  Adam  therefore  that  needed  some  relief 
for  his  sufferings." 

Early  English  Masonry  (prior  to  1717)  in  the  course  of  the  ages  had 
added  much  Christian  symbolism  to  its  Semetic  ceremonies  which  in  cer- 
tain parts  would  intensify  the  dislike  of  the  modern  System  as  introduced 
in  1717.  On  the  question  of  teaching  it  should  be  noted  that  whilst  the 
Jacobite  faction  sought  to  strengthen  the  Christianity  of  the  rites,  the 
southern  masons  had  sought  from  the  time  when  Cromwell  admitted  the 
Jews  to  England  to  broaden  its  lines.  In  politics  again  there  existed  great 
but  suppressed  antagonisms  between  the  North  and  the  South  of  Eng- 
land. The  Grand  Lodge  of  all  England  at  York  was  essentially  Jacobite, 
those  of  London  Hanoverian. 

Yarker  in  the  Arcane  schools,  page  447,  states,  "The  guiding  prin- 
ciple of  the  foundation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Rites  (Modern)  was  univer- 
sality, with  antiquarian  tastes  and  logical  views.  Nothing  was  accepted 
as  Masonry  except  what  concerned  Solomon's  Temple  and  in  adapting 
guild  ceremonies  they  did  so  without  reference  to  the  second  temple.  The 
general  tone  of  the  ritual  has  descended  to  us  from  the  most  remote 
antiquity.  As  to  the  second  part  of  the  master's  ceremony  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  it  has  been  taken  from  the  yearly  celebration  of  the  guilds 
of  what  is  supposed  to  have  occurred  at  the  building  of  the  first  temple. 
Modern  Freemasonry  is  one  of  the  descendents  of  the  operative  guilds, 
teaching  their  technical  instructions.  The  abridgement  which  it  has  un- 
dergone can  be  understood  by  placing  the  two  rites  in  juxtaposition.  It 
is  a  moral  and  speculative  imitation  of  the  more  ancient  Rites  of  the 
guilds  socially  of  a  higher  status  but  separated  from  them.  The  ritual 
as  it  was  revised  and  presented  to  the  craft  in  the  beginning  of  the  18th 
century  when  the  speculative  element  was  wholly  dissevered  from  the 
operative  element  was  an  immature  conception  of  its  inventors  and  was 
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marked  by  imperfections  and  deficiencies  which  always  attend  on  imma- 
turity." Mackey  in  his  History  of  Freemasonry  states:  "Accepting  the 
meagre  ritual  principally  intended  to  embody  merely  methods  of  recog- 
nition, Anderson,  Payne,  Desgauliers  and  their  collaborators  had  gradu- 
ally extended  first  by  the  development  of  one  simple  degree,  which  had 
been  common  to  the  whole  body  of  the  craft  into  two  and  finally  into 
three  degrees.  Here  unfortunately  they  desisted  from  further  labours 
in  the  construction  of  a  ritual.  The  experiment  had  so  far  been  succssful. 
It  had  renewed,  vitally,  an  institution  that  had  long  languished." 

"What  was  precisely  the  ritual  as  fabricated  by  Desgauliers  and 
company  is  impossible  to  know.  The  knowledge  of  facts  which  has  only 
been  orally  transmitted  are  often  lost  in  the  lapse  of  time.  Tradition  is 
scarcely  ever  unchanged  and  where  there  is  no  written  record  to  guide 
cur  enquiries  we  must  necessarily  grope  in  the  dark." 

The  masonic  system  of  symbolism  as  now  constituted  presents  us 
with  a  triple  series  of  antagonisms;  that  of  ignorance  and  knowledge; 
that  of  light  and  darkness;  that  of  a  loss  and  recovery.  The  antagonism 
of  loss  and  recovery  where  it  is  symbolised  by  death  and  resurrection,  by 
the  ending  of  the  present  and  the  beginning  of  the  future  life  is  perfectly 
represented  by  the  masters'  degree.  But  when  it  refers  to  the  doctrine 
of  divine  Truth  symbolised  by  the  "Word"  which  being  lost  for  a  time  is 
ultimately  recovered,  the  third  degree  as  now  constructed  and  as  it  always 
was  fails  completely  to  carry  out  the  symbolism.  These  are  not  mere 
truisms,  having  only  a  general  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  symbolism, 
they  are  important  axioms  independently  connected  with  the  history  of 
the  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  and  with  the  primary  cause  of  its 
invention.  Even  in  the  time  of  pure  unadulterated  operative  Freemasonry 
the  "Word"  was  an  important  secret  of  the  institution.  Long  before  1717 
the  early  manuscripts  refer  to  the  Masons  "Word".  A  word  to  which 
great  importance  was  accorded. 

MacKey  in  the  history  of  Freemasonry,  Vol.  V.,  p.  1181,  comments: 
"The  old  and  comparative  meagre  rituals  of  Desgauliers  and  Anderson 
with  slight  additions  by  Martin  Clare,  Dunkerly  and  Preston,  presenting 
only  an  imperfect  system,  would  but  for  the  union  have  continued  to  the 
present  day  of  speculative  Freemasonry  had  it  not  long  before  died  of 
inanition." 

Antagonisms  in  the  long  run  lead  to  development.  The  protracted 
struggle  wfrich  finally  terminated  in  the  recognition  of  the  Royal  Arch, 
not  only  gave  to  the  Masters  degree  a  completeness  which  it  had  before 
wanted  but  the  establishment  of  a  new  ritual  which  more  nearly 
approached  perfection  than  the  old  one  and,  tended  to  develop  a  more 
philsophic  spirit  in  the  system  of  speculative  Freemasonry.  Of  this  fact, 
ample  evidence  is  given  in  the  lectures  of  Dr.  Hemming  which  were 
adopted  by  the  United  Grand  Lodge  and  are  more  intellectual  than  any 
that  preceded  them. 

It  is  to  Hemming  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  sentence  which  defines 
Freemasonry  as  "a  system  of  morality  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated 
by  symbols".  MacKey  says  "it  must  be  pointed  out  however,  he  made 
some  omissions  and  alterations  in  the  old  lectures  which  had  been  better 
spared." 

In  the  old  charges  collected  by  Anderson  and  approved  and  printed 
in  1723  the  degree  of  fellowcraft  is  introduced  as  being  a  necessary  quali- 
fication for  Grand  Master  (The  word  degree  is  not  used.)  "No  brother 
can  be  a  Grand  Master  unless  he  has  been  a  fellowcraft  before  his  election 
and  in  the  manner  of  constituting  a  new  lodge  the  master  and  wardens 
are  taken  from  among  the  fellowcraft." 

Dermott  explains  this  by  saying  they  were  called  fellowcrafts  be- 
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cause  the  masons  of  old  times  never  gave  any  man  the  title  of  Master 
Mason. 

In  1717  there  was  only  one  form  of  initiation  and  catechism.  The 
earliest  ritual  extant  which  is  contained  in  the  Grand  Mystery  published 
in  1727  makes  no  reference  to  any  degrees  but  gives  only  what  is  sup- 
posed was  the  common  initiation  in  use  about  that  time.  Anderson's 
Constitutions  of  1738  changed  the  praseology  of  the  old  charges  to  suit 
the  altered  conditions  and  said,  "A  prentice  when  of  age  and  expert  may 
become  entered  apprentice  or  freemason  of  the  lowest  degree  and  upon 
his  due  improvement  a  fellowcraft  and  a  master  mason  (Old  Charge  iv 
Constitutions  1738,  page  145)." 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  fabricators  of  the  original  third 
degree  were  acquainted  with  and  communicated  to  their  initiates  the 
history  of  the  loss.  The  Hiramic  Legend  constituted  an  important  part 
of  the  ritual  and  the  loss  of  the  word  must  have  been  included  in  the 
allegory  which  forms  the  substance  of  the  legend.  As  the  history  of  the 
recovery  of  the  word  is  not  included  in  the  legend,  the  original  third 
degree  could  have  had  no  reference  to  it  and  the  dual  symbolism  of  a 
loss  and  recovery  could  not  have  been  perfect.  The  degree  as  originally 
intended,  being  founded  on  the  Hiramic  Legend,  gave  of  course  a  history 
of  the  way  in  which  the  word  was  lost.  Though  afterwards  it  was  com- 
municated as  it  is  said  to  a  select  few.  It  is  not  known  from  the  ritual 
in  what  way  it  was  restored  to  the  craft.  There  was  therefore  an  im- 
portant defect  in  the  symbolism  of  the  system.  This  defect  must  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  some  of  the  students  of  the  ritual  who  were 
looking  at  speculative  freemasonry  as  something  more  than  a  mere  social 
organization. 

Yarker  page  447  of  The  Arcane  Schools  states:  "Only  one  thing  is 
historically  certain,  some  time  between  1723  and  1740  there  were  ancient 
pre  1717  guild  masons  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  digestive  faculties 
of  Anderson  and  Desgauliers  and  made  up  their  minds  to  restore  to 
modern  masonry  some  part  of  what  it  had  lost.  There  are  so  many 
features  in  common  between  The  Red  Cross  of  Babylon  (known  to  have 
existed  prior  to  the  18th  century)  and  the  modern  Royal  Arch  Degree 
that  we  are  quite  safe  in  assuming  that  there  was  a  primitive  ritual  from 
which  both  were  evolved  and  we  can  easily  prove  what  that  primitive 
ritual  was.  The  term  Red  Cross  seems  to  be  far  the  most  appropriate 
name  for  the  degree  and  for  this  reason  that  the  term  Royal  Arch  refers 
to  a  special  guild  which  members  of  this  degree  are  not,  they  are  essen- 
tially craft  masons." 

Bro.  R.  F.  Gould  has  stated  in  one  of  his  papers  that  there  is  an 
advertisement  in  the  Daily  Mail  of  1734  announcing  that  a  new  lodge  is 
to  be  opened  in  St.  Albans  Tavern  for  regulating  the  modern  abuses 
which  have  crept  into  the  fraternity  and  "All  the  old  real  masons  are 
invited  to  attend."  This  is  evidently  the  beginning  of  the  agitation  which 
led  to  Ancient  Freemasonry  and  the  role  of  the  Royal  Arch.  Yet  when 
about  1738  some  Freemasons  began  to  call  themselves  "Ancient  Masons" 
these  lodges  were  erased  from  the  roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1717  and 
their  members  expelled  because  they  practised  their  degrees.  Nothing 
then  and  long  after  so  much  incensed  the  Moderns  as  this  inovation  as 
they  called  it  of  a  new  degree.  "Our  Society",  said  their  Grand  Secretary 
Spencer,  "is  neither  Arch,  Royal  Arch  nor  ancient." 

A.  grand  Lodge  was  established  at  London  in  1751  called  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  all  England  according  to  the  Ancient  constitutions  of  which 
Bro.  L3urence  Dermott,  an  Irish  mason,  became  the  second  Grand  Secre- 
tary. Their  ceremonies  were  undoubtedly  as  he  states  remodelled  by 
Ancient  Guild  masons.  Their  affairs  were  first  managed  by  a  committee 
of  the  lodges  until  1753  when  Robert  Turner  Esq.  became  Grand  Master, 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Vaughn  in  1754  and  the  Earl  of  Blessington 
became  Grand  Master  in  1757.  In  1756  Dermott  issued  the  first  book  of 
Constitutions  under  the  Title  of  Ahiman  Rezon. 

Bro.  Henry  Sadler  has  done  much  to  disentangle  the  confused  history 
of  this  period.  He  has  shown  that  this  body  was  established  by  Irish 
Masons  reinforced  by  dissidients  who  had  been  initiated  in  the  uncharter- 
ed St.  John's  Lodges  and  by  members  of  the  lodges  which  had  been  struck 
from  the  Roll  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  1717.  They  claimed  to  have  retained 
the  full  ancient  work  of  York  which  had  been  curtailed  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  established  in  1717,  which  they  dubbed  modern.  The  ancient  or 
York  Masonry  by  which  the  New  Grand  Lodge  distinguished  itself  was 
an  old  Arch  Templar  body.  By  their  charters  the  Arch  was  worked 
under  lodge  authority.  Although  no  prominence  was  given  to  the  Templar 
degree  it  was  usually  conferred  with  the  Arch  degree.  The  Ancients 
appear  to  have  had  a  constitution  for  the  Royal  Arch  about  1756.  They 
printed  Royal  Arch  Regulations  in  1771  which  were  revised  in  1789  and 
1791. 

Bro.  Yarker  in  the  Arcane  Schools  states:  "The  Arch  degrees  by 
written  evidence  consisted  of  three  steps  or  Veils  entitled,  The  Excellent, 
Super  Excellent  and  the  Royal  Arch  itself." 

In  1772  the  Duke  of  Athol  became  Grand  Master  of  the  Antients 
after  which  they  were  usually  designated  as  Athol  Masons.  The  Ancient 
Grand  Lodge  was  formally  recognised  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland.  The  system  of  degrees  under  the  Antients  attained  a  very 
great  popularity  which  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  so  called  inovation 
on  the  accepted  ritual  of  the  modern  Grand  Lodge  (1717).  The  comple- 
tion of  the  Master's  degree  by  the  Royal  Arch  gave  the  Antients  a 
prestige  not  enjoyed  by  their  rivals.  Candidates  eagerly  repaired  for 
initiation  to  the  body  which  offered  them  a  participation  in  a  larger 
amount  of  masonic  knowledge  and  a  completed  symbolism. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  all  England  at  York  revived  in  1762  by  Francis 
Drake,  one  of  the  Old  Grand  Masters  of  York  and  a  Jacobite,  formally 
recognized  the  Arch.  Their  minutes  show  that  the  Templar  ceremony 
was  equally  recognized.  The  officers  named  on  the  7th  of  Feb.,  1762, 
are  H.  Z.  andJ.  The  arch  degree  related  to  the  second  Temple  as  with 
Dermott  but  in  1776  it  referred  to  Solomon's  Temple  and  therefor  would 
be  the  Arch  of  Enoch.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  York  silently  expired  in 
1792. 

A  London  Lodge  of  1754  practised  degrees  to  which  the  ordinary 
masons  were  not  admitted.  Dermott  terms  this  ancient  masonry.  The 
lodge  was  held  every  third  lodge  night  on  account  of  the  extraordinary 
benefits  its  members  had  received  from  abroad.  This  is  possibly  a 
reference  to  the  so  called  Rite  which  by  some  masonic  scholars  is  attri- 
buted to  the  Chevalier  Ramsay.  This  lodge  met  at  the  Ben  Johnson's 
Head,  in  Spitalfields. 

Although  the  Modern  Grand  Lodge  censured  them,  members  of  the 
Moderns  however  became  members  of  the  Royal  Arch  and  Templars 
without  their  Grand  Lodge  sanction.  Hence  it  is  noted  that  some  of 
the  moderns  notwithstanding  the  outcry  against  so  called  inovation 
quietly  formed  a  chapter  for  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  degree  on  June 
12th,  1765.  Thomas  Dunkerly,  who  was  exalted  to  the  Royal  Arch  at 
Portsmouth  in  1754  according  to  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  June,  1792,  be- 
came a  member  of  this  chapter  on  the  8th  of  January,  1766.  They  sought 
and  obtained  from  Lord  Blayney  (G.  M.  Moderns)  after  his  exaltation 
to  the  Royal  Arch  on  July  22nd,  1766,  a  charter  of  institution  and 
protection.  In  1766,  according  to  Bro.  Hughan,  it  assumed  the  rank  of 
a  Grand  Chapter  by  simply  changing  the  title  and  enlarging  its  functions. 
There  were  no  other  chapters  to  join  with  it.     Unlike  the  chapters  and 
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Grand  Chapter  of  the  Ancients  it  was  independent  in  its  jurisdiction 
being  wholly  unconnected  with  a  Grand  Lodge  (Moderns).  Its  presiding 
officers  were  called  the  three  Principals  and  respectively  bore  as  titles, 
the  initials  of  Zerubbabel,  Hagai  and  Joshua.  Its  First  Grand  Principal 
was  Lord  Blayney,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Modern  Grand  Lodge. 
Later  Thomas  Dunkerly  occupied  this  office  until  his  death  in  1795.  A 
charter  was  formulated  in  1778  and  an  abstract  of  the  laws  for  the 
society  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  was  printed  in  London  in  1778  followed 
by  a  second  in  1782.  The  three  sojourners  are  mentioned  in  this  latter 
constitution.  History  assigns  to  Thomas  Dunkerly  the  honour  of  being 
the  compiler  of  the  Royal  Arch  of  the  Moderns. 

According  to  Bro.  Yarker,  the  following  seems  to  have  been  the 
general  practice  before  the  modern  revision  in  1813  at  the  time  of  union: 
"Masons  under  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Antients  prefaced  the  Arch 
Ceremony  by  Mosaical  Veils,  those  under  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the 
Moderns  prefaced  it  with  the  Arch  of  Enoch." 

The  Royal  Arch  of  Enoch  according  to  Masonic  tradition  com- 
memorated the  activities  of  Enoch  who  before  the  flood  built  nine  brick 
vaults  situated  perpendicularly  above  each  other,  communicating  with 
each  other  by  apertures  in  the  arch  of  each  vault.  Enoch  fearing  the 
"WORD"  would  be  lost  owing  to  the  degeneracy  of  mankind,  deposited 
within  the  lowest  vault  on  a  triangular  stone  of  agate,  a  triangular 
plate  of  pure  gold  enriched  with  precious  gems  engraved  with  the 
INEFFABLE  NAME  OF  THE  DEITY,  the  whole  placed  on  a  cubical 
stone.  Masonic  tradition  informs  us  that  these  vaults  were  discovered 
during  the  preparation  of  the  foundation  for  King  Solomon's  Temple. 

J.   Yarker,   on    page   450    of   the    Arcane    Schools,    summarises    the 
esoteric  practices  in  England  thus: 
"1.    The  guild  Rite  of  four  working  degrees  and  three  official  degrees 

(Judaic). 

2.  The  craft  and  their  Harrods  in  the  County  of  Durham,  England. 

3.  Three  craft  degrees  and  the  Red  and  Rosy  Cross,  Judaic  and  Chris- 
tian. 

4.  Ancient  masonry,  three  craft  and  the  higher  degrees  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch,  Knight  Templar  and  Priest,  (of  the  antients.)  The 
Priest  degree  is  now  a  part  of  Templar  Masonry. 

But  outside  this  there  were  membership  degrees,  in  some  cases 
derived  from  the  mystic  schools  and  adopted  into  the  masonic  system. 
In  many  cases  new  degrees  were  but  variant  rites  readopted  by  others 
with  a  new  name,  the  ruling  degree  becoming  a  mere  ritualistic  ceremony 
in  another.  In  other  words  a  constant  revision  by  ignorant  rulers  making 
confusion  worse  confounded." 

On  April  6th  ,1791,  the  Antients  published  laws  and  regulations  for 
the  instruction  and  government  of  Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapters  under  the 
sanction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  according  to  the  old  constitutions. 
These  regulations  were  reviewed,  ammended  and  approved  in  a  General 
Grand  Chapter  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern  in  the  Strand  on 
April  1st,  1807,  and  are  contained  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon  of  that  year. 
The  Grand  Chapter  was  to  be  held  half  yearly  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  the  months  of  April  and  October,  that  agreeable  to  the  established 
custom  the  officers  of  Grand  Lodge  to  be  the  Grand  Chiefs,  warrants 
were  granted  for  the  formation  of  chapters  but  only  where  the  parties 
composing  such  chapter  possessed  a  regular  warrant  granted  by  Grand 
Lodge.  Application  for  initiation  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  was  to  be 
directed  to  the  presiding  chiefs  of  the  chapter  of  Excellent  Royal  Arch 
Masons  under  sanction  of  lodge  No.  — . 

By  1813  the  modern  Grand  Chapter  had  issued  183  separate  charters 
for  the  Royal  Arch  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  ancients   (1751)   em- 
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powered  the  working  of  the  Arch  under  craft  charters.  It  was  stipulated 
in  the  articles  of  Union  that  the  Royal  Arch  should  be  considered  as  the 
completion  of  the  degree  of  master  mason  and  the  members  allowed  to 
join  the  chivalric  orders  under  separated  governance.  Up  to  1813  if  a 
mason  had  not  been  a  chair  master  a  past  masters  degree  was  conferred 
upon  him  as  is  yet  done  in  the  Grand  Chapters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  General  Grand  Chapter  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  time  to  end  this  ancient  and  bitter  controversary  was  now  at 
hand.  On  Dec.  1st,  1813,  the  Duke  of  Kent  was  installed  as  Grand 
Master  of  the  Antients  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  On  this  occasion  the 
Duke  of  Sussex  as  Grand  Master  of  the  Modern  Grand  Lodge  was 
present  with  several  of  his  Grand  Officers.  To  qualify  them  for  visita- 
tion they  were  previously  "made  Ancient  Masons  in  the  Grand  Masters 
lodge  No.  1  in  an  adjoining  room.  This  first  act  of  unity  was  quickly 
followed  by  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  Grand  Bodies  with  the  two  Royal 
Brothers  seated  as  dual  Grand  Masters  on  the  throne  and  duplicate 
officers  down  the  line.  Joint  committees  were  formed.  The  act  of  union 
with  the  new  constitution  bringing  into  being  The  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  was  consumated. 

Article  two  of  this  new  constitution  stated  there  are  three  degrees  in 
masonry,  Entered  Apprentice  Fellowcraft,  Master  Mason  including  the 
Supreme  order  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.  Thus  defining  for  all  time  the 
position  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  in  the  scheme  of  speculative  Ancient 
Freemasonry. 

The  United  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England  was 
formed  with  the  Grand  Master,  Deputy  Grand  Master,  Grand  Secretary 
and  Grand  Registrar  of  the  united  Grand  Lodge  as  First  Grand  Principal, 
Second  Grand  Principal,  Grand  Scribe  E  and  Grand  Registrar  of  the 
Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  masons  of  England. 

At  the  union  in  1817  of  the  two  Grand  Chapters  the  ritual  invented 
by  Dunkerly  which  had  been  practiced  by  the  Moderns  was  preferred. 
The  ceremony  of  the  Veils  as  practiced  by  the  Antients  was  permitted  to 
be  used  by  any  chapter  who  desired  to  do  so. 

The  regulations  of  the  Antients  which  closely  united  the  Grand 
Lodge  and  Grand  chapter  and  vested  the  presiding  officers  of  both 
bodies  in  the  same  person  was  retained. 

Dunkerly's  ritual  was  Christian  in  character  and  his  principle  symbol 
the  foundation  stone  was  made  to  allude  to  the  Saviour.  In  1834  this 
ritual  was  abolished  by  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  and  a  new  one  less 
sectarian  in  its  interpretation  of  all  symbols  was  adopted. 

As  far  as  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England  was  concerned 
the  work  was  now  established.  The  sources  from  which  the  present  work 
arose  are  many  and  varied.  To  the  ancient  Saxon  charges  Judaic  Legends 
have  been  added.  The  legend  of  Enoch  has  been  dropped  and  the 
Solomonic  Legend  with  its  loss  had  been  completed  by  the  recovery  as 
depicted  in  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  under  Zerubbabel,  Hagai  and 
Joshua.  The  lessons  taught  in  the  ceremony  of  the  veils  may  still  be 
taught.  The  Royal  Arch  is  Universal  in  its  application.  Christian 
reference  and  dogma  are  reserved  to  the  chivalric  orders.  One  hundred 
years  of  schism  with  its  bitter  disputes  are  ended.  The  ancient  charges 
and  constitutions  have  been  modified.  The  Royal  Arch  is  now  recognized 
as  the  completion  of  the  Master  Mason's  degree.  The  governing  Hier- 
archy of  King,  High  Priest  and  Scribe  representing  Zerubbabel,  Hagai 
and  Joshua  appears  to  have  been  recognized  as  having  been  established 
in  the  earliest  days  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry. 
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THE  (ROYAL  ARCH  IN  U.S.A. 

Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  brought  to  America  in  colonial  times  by 
lodges  mainly  working  under  travelling  warrants  from  the  Antients 
Grand  Lodge.  The  earliest  record  of  the  conferring  of  the  Royal  Arch 
is  dated  at  Fredricksburg,  Virginia,  on  Dec.  23rd,  1753.  A  Royal  Arch 
Lodge  was  opened  within  the  lodge  and  three  brethren  were  raised  to 
the  degree  of  Royal  Arch  Mason.  This  is  the  earliest  minute  of  the 
conferring  of  the  degree  so  far  known  anywhere  in  the  world  of  masonry. 
As  the  Royal  Arch  was  conferred  within  a  lodge  it  is  probable  that  this 
lodge  was  warranted  by  the  Antients. 

An  early  record  of  a  chapter  appears  to  be  in  Boston  where  St. 
Andrew's  Chapter  was  warranted  from  Scotland.  The  records  of  this 
lodge  or  chapter,  recently  discovered,  are  dated  from  Aug.  28th,  1769. 
They  show  that  the  presiding  officer  was  called  Royal  Arch  Master. 
The  first  record  that  shows  any  change  in  titles  of  the  officers  is  April 
1st,  1789,  when  the  titles  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  are  used.  After 
the  revolution,  affairs  were  in  a  chaotic  state  as  far  as  the  craft  is 
concerned.  Chapters  worked  under  the  authority  of  masters  warrants 
or  by  self-contained  authority.  The  degree  of  The  Royal  Arch  only  was 
conferred  and  that  upon  Past  Masters.  Some  had  two  degrees,  others 
three.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  system  or  method  and  there  was 
a  great  dissimilarity  in  the  Royal  Arch  itself.  Some  worked  under  the 
English  system,  others  the  Scotch  or  Irish.  There  was  abundant  reason 
for  reform.  After  considerable  skirmishing  Thomas  Smith  Webb,  Woart, 
Fowle,  Hammer  Nye,  etc.,  succeeded  in  bringing  about  a  union  of  the 
chapters,  the  organization  of  a  General  Head  and  the  adoption  of  a  new 
system,  new  series  and  new  degrees  or  modified  old  ones.  This  system, 
or  series  of  degrees,  was  the  property  of  the  Grand  Body.  The  first  meet- 
ing under  the  head  of  Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  held  on  October  24th, 
1797,  in  Boston  and  consisted  of  committee  men  from  two  chapters  in 
Boston  and  one  from  New  York.  In  January,  1798,  a  second  convention 
was  held  consisting  of  delegates  from  three  chapters  in  Connecticut,  two 
from  Massachusetts,  one  from  Rhode  Island  and  three  from  New  York 
State.  A  Constitution  was  adopted  and  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  Northern  States  of  America  was  inaugurated.  The  constitution  au- 
thorized the  formation  of  Deputy  Grand  Chapters  in  the  States  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  the  presiding  officer 
to  be  styled  Deputy  Grand  High  Priest.  At  the  second  regular  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  held  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  the  constitution 
was  changed.  The  body  taking  the  name  and  style  of  General  Grand 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  for  the  six  northern  states  of  America 
and  state  bodies  were  to  be  called  Grand  Chapters  with  the  momenclature 
of  the  officers  as  they  now  have  it.  Subsequently  the  General  Grand 
chapter  assumed  authority  over  all  state  Grand  Chapters  with  the 
exception  of  Virginia,  Pennsylvania  and  Texas.  Three  Canadian  Grand 
Chapters  now  owe  allegiance  to  this  Grand  Body,  viz.,  Alberta,  Saskat- 
chewan and  Manitoba.  The  General  Grand  Chapter  has  formed  Grand 
Chapters  in  Mexico,  Phillipines  and  Alaska.  At  a  recent  trienniel  the 
words  "of  America"  were  deleted  from  the  name. 

Thomas  Smith  Webb  was  familiar  with  the  Prestonian  Lectures.  He 
took  in  hand  the  very  desjecta  Membra  of  the  various  rites  practiced  in 
the  lodges,  chapters  and  encampments  scattered  over  New  England  and 
the  middle  states  and  prepared  rituals  for  each  of  these  divisions.  Prior 
to  that  time  the  mark  degree  was  found  isolated  in  Mark  Lodges.  The 
past  master's  degree  was  almost  unknown  and  there  is  little  evidence 
that  it  was  ever  conferred  in  any  chapter  until  Webb  placed  it  in  his 
system  as  the  fifth  degree.  The  Most  Excellent  degree  is  attributed  to 
him  as  an  original  degree.    It  is  thought  that  when  he  started  his  system, 


58 

the  Excellent,  Super  Excellent  and  Royal  Arch  was  so  called  in  New 
England  and  in  the  District  of  Columbia  Encampment  of  1794.  He 
separated  this  degree  of  Excellent  and  also  Super  Excellent  from  the 
Royal  Arch  and  modified  the  Excellent  and  called  it  Most  Excellent. 
The  Super  Excellent  went  adrift  until  it  was  caught  in  more  recent  times 
and  tied  onto  the  Council  degrees.  Webb  was  familiar  with  the  English 
Rites  as  worked  by  the  English  Lodges,  the  Irish  Royal  Arch  and  The 
Royal  Arch  of  Enoch  which  differs  from  the  others  most  in  few  parti- 
culars but  more  essentially  in  the  arrangement  of  the  Council  officers, 
viz,  namely  placing  the  High  Priest  as  first  officer.  Webb's  Monitor, 
published  in  1797,  became  the  basis  from  which  most  ritualistic  work  in 
the  lodge  chapter  and  Commandery  in  the  United  States  is  taken.  The 
intense  republican  feeling  probably  forced  him  to  reduce  the  King  or 
Prince  to  a  lower  position  in  the  hierarchy,  although  this  was  not  in 
accord  with  the  Hiramic  Legend  or  the  Legend  of  the  restoration.  The 
High  Priest  was  always  supreme  in  any  matters  dealing  with  worship 
in  the  Temple.  The  King  (Solomon)  and  the  Prince  (Zerubbabel)  were 
supreme  in  all  matters  dealing  with  the  actual  construction  or  recon- 
struction of  the  actual  building.  It  is  the  building  and  rebuilding  of  the 
Temple  to  God's  Service  that  the  craft  ceremonies  commemorate. 

Pennsylvania  received  its  craft  masonry  from  the  Antients.  After 
the  revolution  they  applied  for  a  provincial  charter  to  England.  This 
application  was  sent  in  error  to  the  Modern  Grand  Lodge  but  finally  after 
a  year  or  two  it  arrived  at  the  correct  Grand  Lodge.  The  closest  connec- 
tion was  maintained  between  these  two  bodies  for  a  number  of  years. 
Pennsylvania  definitely  traces  the  crafts  decent  directly  through  a  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodge  warranted  by  the  Antients  back  to  lodges  whose 
warrants  were  Granted  by  the  Antients.  When  the  First  Grand  Chapter 
was  established  under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania 
the  heads  of  the  Royal  craft  were  known  as  the  three  chiefs  with  the 
initials  Z.  H.  and  J.  An  early  return  to  Grand  Chapter  by  the  Chapters 
was  signed  as  follows: 

''We  the  three  chiefs  whose  names  are  herewith  subscribed  do  certify, 
etc.  and  etc. 

A Z 

B H     Chiefs 

C J 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  Pennsylvania  was  and  is  probably  the 
most  conservative  of  any  grand  body  in  America  and  always  claimed 
and  still  claims  to  strictly  conform  to  the  Ancient  Landmarks. 

CANADA 

Freemasonry  was  even  more  disorganised  in  its  early  stages  in 
Canada  than  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Canada  did  not  become  a 
unity  as  a  country  until  Confederation  in  1867.  In  the  early  days  the 
area  known  as  Canada  was  that  portion  which  lay  astride  the  St.  Law- 
rence River  and  north  of  the  Great  Lakes.  Freemasonry  arrived  in 
Canada  with  the  Army  under  General  Wolfe.  After  the  conquest  in  1759 
British  regiments  remained  on  garrison  duty.  Gradually  as  Protestant 
settlers  came  to  settle  in  the  Eastern  Townships  and  in  the  City  of 
Quebec  and  the  City  of  Montreal,  Masonic  Lodges  were  warranted. 
Upper  Canada  (now  the  Province  of  Ontario  was  settled  first  by  United 
Empire  Loyalists.  This  settlement  was  implemented  by  land  hungry 
settlers  from  the  New  England  States  followed  by  an  influx  of  British 
stock  after  the  war  of  1812-1814.  It  is  known  that  the  British  Regiments 
had  masonic  lodges  attached  to  them  during  their  period  of  garrison  duty 
in  the  forts  along  the  frontier  at  Kingston,  Niagara  and  Detroit.     The 
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forts  at  Detroit  and  Niagara  passed  to  the  United  States  in  1790.  The 
regimental  warrants  have  been  either  lost  or  surrendered  so  there  is  little 
or  any  record  of  their  masonic  effect  on  the  civil  population. 

After  the  Constitutional  Act  of  1791  which  divided  the  Colony  of 
Canada  into  Upper  Canada  (now  Ontario)  and  Lower  Canada  (Quebec) 
Lower  Canada  continued  as  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge 
under  the  Moderns.  Upper  Canada  became  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  Antients  under  a  warrant  dated  7th  of  March,  1792,  granted  to 
William  Jarvis.  Jarvis  was  part  of  the  official  family  of  John  Graves 
Simcoe,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada.  Jarvis  had  been  made 
a  mason  in  the  Grand  Master's  Lodge  of  the  Antients  on  7th  February, 
1792,  and  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  on  the  4th  of  April,  1792,  in  lodge  No. 
240  of  the  Athol  Grand  Lodge.  It  would  thus  seem  to  be  quite  apparent 
that  he  only  attended  lodge  twice,  once  when  he  was  made  a  mason  and 
once  when  he  received  his  Royal  Arch.  Thus  his  knowledge  of  Masonic 
affairs  was  limited.  His  warrant  empowered  him  to  issue  dispensations. 
It  is  possible  that  he  may  have  misundertood  his  powers  as  he  issued 
some  26  warrants  for  Lodges  and  at  least  two  for  lodges  with  Royal 
Arch  powers,  each  of  which  soon  became  a  chapter.  Jarvis  made  few 
if  any  returns  to  his  parent  body  and  paid  little  attention  to  Masonic 
affairs  while  acting  as  Provincial  Grand  Master. 

The  first  warrant  for  conferring  the  Royal  Arch  was  issued  to  the 
Brethren  in  Kingston  on  June  7th,  1797,  under  sanction  of  a  warrant 
to  lodge  No.  6,  on  20th  November,  1795.  Until  the  year  1809  the  three 
principal  officers  were  known  as  High  Priest,  Solomon  King  of  Israel 
and  Hiram  King  of  Tyre.  MacKey  observes:  "Judging  by  this  we  must 
conclude  that  the  ritual  used  in  Frontenac  chapter  differed  very  ma- 
terially from  all  the  various  systems  which  prevailed  at  that  time  in 
other  parts  of  America." 

The  Brethren  of  Rawdon  Lodge,  the  lodge  between  the  lakes,  No.  498 
on  the  modern  Grand  Lodge  Register  surrendered  their  warrant  and 
applid  to  the  provincial  Grand  Master  for  a  lodge  with  Royal  Arch  pow- 
ers. This  warrant  was  granted  as  No.  16  to  meet  at  York  on  20th  of 
June,  1801.  Their  officers  were  unusual  in  that  at  their  election  on  De- 
cember 21st,  1811,  Brother  J.  H.  Hudson  was  elected  High  Priest.  B. 
Barret,  Bezaliel,  who  acted  as  Senior  warden  in  a  Mark  Lodge;  A.  Steb- 
bins,  Scribe  who  acted  as  secretary;  J.  Walker,  Royal  Arch  Captain,  acted 
as  Junior  warden  in  the  Mark  Lodge,  J.  Ketchum,  Zerubbabel  and  A. 
Stinson  as  Steward.  If  the  strange  and  varied  nomenclature  of  officers 
is  any  indication,  MacKey's  remark  about  Ancient  Frontenac  must  have 
applied  to  the  Brethren  of  York.  It  is  a  strange  coincidence  that  Bezaliel 
and  Zerubbabel  were  the  titles  of  officers  in  the  Royal  Arch  line  in 
Pennsylvania  at  that  time.  Both  of  these  lodges  assumed  control  over 
the  Mark  Master,  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Masters  degrees.  At 
York  the  Pro.  Grand  Master  retained  control  of  the  Royal  Arch.  Appli- 
cations for  this  degree  had  to  be  submitted  to  him  for  his  approval  and 
signature.  It  might  be  reasonable  to  assume  that  the  ritual  used  was 
that  of  the  ancients  if  such  existed  but  the  Webb  Monitor  seems  to  have 
overpowered  any  Ancient  influence. 

After  the  death  of  Provincial  Grand  Master  Jarvis,  no  successor  was 
appointed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  Sparked  by  the  brethren  at 
Bath  a  convention  was  called  at  Kingston  on  27th  August,  1817.  Although 
not  called  a  Grand  Lodge  it  performed  all  the  functions  of  a  Grand  Lodge 
and  controlled  the  craft  Lodges  for  a  number  of  years.  Immediately 
following  the  first  Kingston  Convention  the  representatives  of  three 
chapters  met  and  formed  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Upper 
Canada.  The  Grand  Chapter  assumed  control  of  the  Mark,  Past  Master, 
Most  Excellent  Masters  Degrees  and  the  Royal  Arch.    It  is  a  fair  assump- 
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tion  that  the  ritual  used  was  the  Webb  Monitor  as  chapter  records  show 
that  visitors  from  the  United  States  were  paid  considerable  sums  of 
money  at  times  when  all  degrees  were  being  conferred.  An  official  was 
appointed  to  visit  the  chapters  and  regularize  the  work.  The  benefits 
of  these  regular  inspections  were  not  apparent  as  Grand  Chapter  ceased 
to  meet  between  1824  and  1842.  Ziba  M.  Phillips  managed  to  revive  the 
Grand  Chapter  in  1842  and  1846.  Jealousy  between  the  cities  as  to  the 
location  of  Grand  Chapter,  disputes  amongst  the  leaders  added  to  the 
divisions  already  existing  by  reason  of  the  very  intense  political  situation, 
gave  the  death  blow  to  this  the  First  Grand  Chapter  in  Upper  Canada. 
In  addition  there  were  growing  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  the  Old  Jarvis 
Warrants.  The  surviving  chapters  applied  to  the  various  Grand  Bodies 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  for  New  Warrants.  Ancient  Frontenac 
received  a  warrant  from  the  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  England.  No.  4 
St.  John's  at  Toronto  applied  to  England  but,  as  they  could  not  keep 
their  old  name,  reapplied  and  received  a  warrant  from  The  Grand  Chapter 
of  Scotland,  and  by  special  endorsement  of  the  warrant  were  permitted 
to  confer  the  three  preliminary  degrees.  No.  7  Hiram  at  Hamilton 
secured  their  warrant  from  England.  Those  chapters  under  the  English 
warrant  conferred  the  Mark,  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Masters 
degrees  as  preparatory  degrees  to  the  Royal  Arch  without  charging  any 
fees.  New  chapters  were  warranted  from  Ireland  in  Hamilton,  Kingston 
and  London.  Each  chapter  conferred  the  Royal  Arch  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  parent  body.  As  there  was  no  supervision  by  the  Grand 
Bodies  and  the  companions  usually  chose  a  New  Grand  Body  when  a  new 
chapter  was  to  be  formed  confusion  reigned  supreme  as  far  as  uniformity 
of  work  was  concerned. 

The  successful  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  of  Canada  in  1856  combined  with  the  prompt  recogni- 
tion by  a  large  number  of  foreign  Grand  bodies  stimulated  the  enthusiasm 
of  those  Irish  companions  who  were  spearheading  the  agitation  for  a 
governing  body  in  Canada.  A  convention  was  held  in  Hamilton  on  the 
19th  day  of  January,  1857,  at  the  suggestion  of  M.  W.  Brother  W. 
Mercer  Wilson,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  present  state  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  the 
Province  of  Canada  and  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  its  future  welfare 
and  prosperity. 

Eight  delegates  attended  including  representatives  from  St.  John's 
Chapter,  Toronto,  The  Hiram  Chapter  of  Hamilton  and  St.  John's  Chap- 
ter also  of  Hamilton.  M.  Wor.  Bro.  Wilson  presided.  After  lengthy  dis- 
cussion it  was  decided  to  adjourn  until  tomorrow  and  then  proceed  to  the 
establishment  of  a  Grand  Chapter.  The  second  day  was  marked  by  the 
attendance  of  a  larger  number  of  Companions.  The  proceedings  had  been 
carefully  studied  and  after  some  discussion  it  was  resolved  and  adopted 
that  the  title  be  "The  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada"  and  that  it  be  declared 
established.  Officers  were  elected  and  arrangements  made  for  their 
installation  and  investiture  at  a  subsequent  meeting  on  2nd  April,  1857,  by 
M.  E.  Comp.  Czar  Jones,  Past  Grand  High  Priest  of  Michigan.  On  the 
20th  of  June,  1858,  the  resolution  committee  reported  as  follows:  "The 
Resolution  of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  at  the  emergency  meet- 
ing at  London  held  on  the  8th  of  October  last  having  adopted  the  United 
States  working  of  the  Mark  Master,  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent 
Master  degrees  which  also  agreed  with  the  practice  by  chapters  in  Ire- 
land and  Scotland  render  the  duties  of  your  committee  distinct  and  clear 
in  that  respect." 

At  this  meeting  it  was  resolved  that  the  presiding  officers  of  chap- 
ters be  denominated,  First,  Second,  and  third  Principals  while  corres- 
ponding officers  under  the  United  States  system  of  working  were  High 
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Priest,  King  and  Scribe.  According  to  the  English  working  two  assistant 
sojourners  are  required  whereas  the  office  of  Principal  Sojourner  is 
acknowledged  in  the  United  States  working.  In  order  to  correct  this 
discrepancy  your  committee  having  fully  carried  out  the  instructions 
of  the  Most  Excellent  Grand  Chapter  recommend  that  the  designation  of 
Zerubbabel,  Hagai,  and  Joshua  should  apply  to  the  First,  Second  and 
Third  Principals  of  private  chapters  but  in  every  other  respect  the  U.S. 
system  of  working  should  be  followed  which  would  include  one  principal 
sojourner.  This  report  was  considered  and  adopted  but  one  year  later 
the  constitution  was  amended  and  two  assistant  sojourners  were  added 
to  the  list  of  officers. 

A  committee  headed  by  Most  Excellent  Companion  Douglas  Harring- 
ton exemplified  the  Mark  Master,  Past  Master  and  Most  Excellent 
Masters  degrees  at  London  on  16th  day  of  February,  1859.  The  degrees 
as  exemplified  were  unanimously  adopted.  These  degrees  are  recorded 
in  a  written  ritual  in  the  hand  writing  of  Most  Excellent  Companion 
Harrington  with  this  superscription 

Degrees 

of 

Mark  Master 

Past  Master 

Most  Excellent  Master 

adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  at  London,  16th  of  February, 

1859. 

(Signed)  T.  D.  HARRINGTON, 

1st  Grand  Principal  Z. 

This  ritual  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Rt.  Ex.  Companion  W.  Shaw, 
of  Hamilton,  Ontario.  The  authority  and  genuiness  of  this  ritual  cannot 
be  questioned. 

The  ritual  for  these  three  degrees  adopted  in  1859  has  since  suffered 
from  ritual  tinkerers.  In  some  instances  the  work  has  not  been  improved. 
The  degrees  have  been  lengthened  and  the  Past  Masters  degree  eliminated 
from  the  ceremonies  authorised  to  be  conferred  under  the  authority  of 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

THE  MARKED  MASTER  DEGREE 

The  opening  ceremony  of  the  mark  master  degree  has  not  been 
changed.  As  originally  adopted  the  degree  was  in  two  distinct  parts. 
This  was  altered  in  the  changes  of  the  ritual  in  1927.  The  candidate  is 
prepared,  admitted,  passed  the  overseers  and  is  detected  as  an  impostor, 
in  the  first  part  of  the  degree.  In  the  second  part  he  is  admitted  and 
obligated.  A  paragraph  has  been  added  to  the  OB  dealing  with  alle- 
giance to  the  lodge  and  the  Grand  Chapter.  The  lectures  have  not  been 
changed.  The  closing  ceremony  includes  the  final  perambulation  and 
the  second  payment  of  wages.  There  is  a  note  in  the  ritual  which 
states, — "as  many  brethren  object  to  the  analomy  of  reading  the  parable 
of  Matthew  Ch.  20,  vs.  lo  to  16  an  exhortation  is  offered  as  an  alterna- 
tive (similar  to  that  presently  in  use)." 

THE  PAST  MASTERS  DEGREE 

This  degree  is  very  simple  and  resembles  in  most  phases  the  installa- 
tion of  a  master  in  a  lodge.  The  signs  and  passwords  are  similar.  The 
OB  relates  only  to  secrecy.  The  lecture  explains  the  necessity  of  the 
degree. 

THE  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTERS  DEGREE 

This  degree  has  been  changed  materially  since  its  adoption  in  1859, 
by  the  addition  of  several  long  prayers.     The  drama  was  quite  simple. 
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No  arch  was  used  and  the  entire  ceremony  of  reception  takes  place  around 
the  altar.  Incence  was  used.  The  lectures  were  somewhat  changed  in 
the  revision  of  1927. 

Such  is  a  brief  description  of  the  three  preliminary  degrees  as 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Canada  in  1859. 

THE  ROYAL  ARCH 

At  an  especial  convocation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  of  Canada  holden  on  July  12th,  1859,  Rt.  Excellent  Companion 
S.  B.  Hanna  G.S.N.,  hailing  from  St.  Andrews  Chapter,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  proceeded  with  the  exemplification  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 
Grand  Chapter  adopted  and  authorised  the  degree  as  exemplified.  This 
ritual  which  is  printed  is  still  extant  and  is  also  in  the  possession  of  Right 
Excellent  Companion  William  Shaw,  of  Hamilton,  at  the  present  date. 
The  opening  and  closing  ceremonies  are  hand  written.  There  have  been 
a  number  of  alterations  in  ink.  It  bears  the  signature  of  T.  D.  Harring- 
ton, P.G.Z.  It  is  not  dated.  Enclosed  is  a  chart  delineating  the  form  of 
a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  England  and  Canada.  This  "Harrington"  Ritual 
has  been  carefully  compared  with  a  copy  of  "The  ceremonies,  etc.,  of  the 
Holy  Royal  Arch  also  passing  the  veils,  by  Companion  G.  Claret,  P.M. 
of  lodge  No.  12  and  -  2  and  P.H.  of  Chapter  No.  12  London,  dated  1845. 
Claret  Printer,  Upper  Clifton  St.,  Finsbury."  The  two  rituals  are  almost 
identical.  The  exceptions  are  the  Principal  Sojourner  answers  and  not 
the  candidate.  The  Claret  Ritual  uses  "Holy  Will  and  Word,"  "left  be- 
hind by  the  Babylonian  General"  while  the  Harrington  Ritual  used  "Holy 
Word  and  Divine  Will"  and  "Babylonians".  A  footnote  in  the  "Claret 
Ritual"  is  as  follows: 

"This  ceremony  (passing  the  veils)  usually  takes  place  soon  after 
the  obligation.  It  is  not  much  known  or  practised  in  London.  It  was 
always  given  in  the  Athol  Chapters  before  the  Union  in  1813  but  not  in 
those  under  the  Prince  of  Wales.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  still  practised 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  as  such  it  may  be  given  or  omitted." 

It  is  noted  that  M.  E.  Companion  Thomas  Wilson,  P.G.Z.,  in  his  report 
as  Grand  Superintendent  of  the  London  District  in  1861  protested  vigor- 
ously but  unavailingly  against  the  introduction  of  the  ceremony  of  the 
veils  into  the  Royal  Arch  Ceremonies  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  of  Canada. 

The  Claret  ritual  once  the  property  of  Fred  W.  Colloton  has  been 
amended  in  ink.  The  similarity  of  the  two  rituals  in  their  original  form 
leads  to  the  belief  that  the  Harrington  Ritual  was  the  work  adopted  in 
1859  and  the  amendments  in  the  Claret  Ritual  were  made  at  the  revision 
at  the  Quebec  convocation  on  August  10th,  1870  or  at  subsequent  revi- 
sions. 

THE  HARRINGTON  RITUAL  circa  1859 

The  form  of  the  chapter  is  identical  with  that  at  present.  The  candi- 
date had  to  be  a  Master  Mason  of  12  months  and  upwards  and  made 
himself  proficient  therein  and  has  been  intrusted  with  a  test  of  merit. 
The  degree  is  named  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  of  Israel.  The  candidate  is 
received  on  the  5  P.  of  F.  The  perambulation,  prayer  and  approach  has 
not  been  altered.  Prior  to  the  OB  the  candidate  makes  the  first  dis- 
covery. There  is  a  slight  difference  in  the  penalty.  There  is  only  one 
retirement  and  the  drama  has  suffered  little  change.  The  candidate  is 
rewarded,  clothed  and  presented  in  simple  and  unelaborated  language 
with  a  jewel  in  the  form  of  a  square  and  with  a  ribbon  the  badge  of  the 
order.  He  is  also  instructed  that  the  staff  is  not  to  be  borne  when  72  eld- 
ers are  present.  The  three  lectures  have  suffered  from  deletions  and  addi- 
tions. The  Lecture  by  H.  referred  to  the  loss  of  the  real  secrets.  There  is  a 
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symbolized  explanation  of  the  lights  not  now  used  and  the  tools  of  the 
workmen  are  symbolized.  The  first  part  of  the  mystical  lecture  is  still 
retained  with  the  exception  that  one  sign  is  different.  Some  additional 
scriptural  references  have  been  added  to  the  second  part  and  the  sequence 
of  the  paragraphs  has  been  altered.  The  degree  finishes  with  a  short 
explanatory  lecture  in  many  phases  similar  to  that  presently  in  use  and 
tends  to  impress  on  the  candidate  the  ultimate  and  final  object  of  the 
degree. 

THE  PASSING  OF  THE  VEILS 

The  candidate  is  prepared  as  before.  The  three  sojourners  act  as 
guardians  of  the  veils.  The  Junior  Scribe  conducts  the  candidate.  While 
passing  the  veils  Ezra  reads  3rd  chapter  of  Exodus,  Vs.  1  to  6,  vs.  13  and 
14.  After  admission  to  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  the  candidate  is  shown 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  which  contains  the  tables  of  stone,  the  pot  of 
manna,  the  table  of  shew  bread,  the  burning  incense  and  the  candlesticks 
with  seven  branches,  after  which  he  retires  to  re-enter  as  a  sojourner. 

The  nomenclature  of  the  officers  and  the  "Work"  adopted  by  Canada 
did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  some  of  the  Grand  Chapters  in  the 
United  States  as  shown  by  the  fraternal  Reviewers.  The  conclusion  of 
the  matter  is  summed  up  for  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  by  Rt.  Ex. 
Comp.  Thomas  Harris,  who  in  reply  to  the  suggested  changes  wrote: 
"Believing  as  we  do  that  our  Companions  in  the  United  States  took  upon 
themselves  at  some  time  to  change  the  names  of  the  three  chiefs  or  pre- 
siding officers  and  to  reverse  their  original  position,  have  themselves 
departed  from  the  work  as  introduced  and  given  to  them  by  their  fore- 
fathers. The  fact  can  be  easily  ascertained  by  reference  to  many  old 
documents  still  extant,  i.e. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania,  article  7, 
1798. 

We  hope,  however  under  all  circumstances,  our  companions  will  give 
us  credit  for  adhering  to  the  first  pure  system  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  as 
first  introduced  both  to  the  United  States  and  Canada.  It  is  also  the  same 
as  acknowledged  by  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Our  mother  Grand 
Chapters  from  whence  it  was  first  brought  over  to  America." 

When  the  Grand  Chapters  of  Quebec,  New  Brunswick,  Alberta, 
Saskatchewan  and  British  Columbia  were  formed  from  chapters  owing 
allegiance  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada  they  adopted  the  nomencla- 
ture of  the  officers  and  the  Work  as  practised  in  their  mother  Grand 
Chapter.  The  Grand  Chapter  of  New  Brunswick  changed  to  the  United 
States  system  for  a  few  years  but  have  since  reverted  to  the  Canadian 
system. 

Nova  Scotia  Grand  Chapter  was  formed  from  three  chapters,  one  on 
the  register  of  Canada,  one  on  the  register  of  England  and  one  on  the 
register  of  Scotland.  This  Grand  Chapter  adopted  the  nomenclature  and 
Ritual  of  the  United  States. 

This  is  a  history  of  the  development  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Royal 
Arch  with  particular  reference  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada.  It  is  an 
attempt  to  show  that  the  Royal  Arch  is  as  ancient  as  the  three  lodge 
degrees.  Its  symbolism  completes  the  allegory  of  the  loss  and  the  re- 
covery. It  is  the  climax  of  universal  freemasonry  completing  the  tenets 
and  principles  of  the  lodge  degrees.  It  brings  the  neophite  into  the 
presence  of  his  Creator  after  long  careful  preparation  and  instruction. 
The  individual  must  carry  on  from  that  point  in  the  development  of  his 
life  and  character.  It  is  not  restricted  by  creeds,  dogma,  race  or  colour. 
It  is  the  summit  of  universal  Freemasonry  which  is  based  on  a  simple 
universal  creed;  belief  in  God,  the  reward  of  virtue  and  punishment  of 
vice  and  a  revealed  will  and  word. 
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THE  SPIRITUAL  GRANDEUR  OF  THE 
HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH 

By  M.  Emp.  Comp.  fRabbi  J.  Danglow,  O.B.E.,  P.G.Z.,  Victoria,  1956 

My  subject  tonight  is  "The  Spiritual  Grandeur  of  the  Holy  Royal 
Arch"  so  truly  denominated  the  "Climax"  of  Freemasonry,  for  it  has 
"virtue  as  its  aim  and  the  Glory  of  God  as  its  object,"  which  surely  repre- 
sents the  highest  ideals  to  which  mortal  being  can  aspire. 

The  impressive  ceremony  whereby  the  candidate  is  received  into  this 
Supreme  Degree  is  fittingly  denominated  an  Exaltation  Ceremony,  the 
"Greatest  and  momentous  rite  in  Freemasonry",  as  it  has  been  described, 
for  what  worthy  Freemason  can  pass  through  such  an  experience  without 
being  truly  exalted  in  mind  and  in  spirit? 

In  a  colourful  and  striking  environment  such  as  the  H.R.A.  Chapter 
presents  in  due  course  to  his  view,  the  candidate  is  made  to  feel  that  he 
really  stands  on  holy  ground. 

Having  declared  in  reply  to  the  question  addressed  to  him  by  the 
M.  Ex.,  that  he  presents  himself  with  a  view  of  improving  in  Free- 
masonry and  of  dedicating  that  improvement  to  the  Glory  of  God  and  the 
Good  of  man  he  hears  for  the  first  time,  the  beautiful  opening  prayer 
recited  by  Ex.  Comp.  Joshua,  in  which  those  present  are  reminded  that, 
without  Go-d,  "The  Protector  of  all  who  put  their  trust  in  Him,  nothing 
is  strong,  nothing  holy"  also  that  "the  great  object  and  intent  of  this 
Institution  is  the  happiness  of  our  fellow  creatures  and,  above  all  the 
Glory  of  God's  most  Holy  Name". 

The  expression  of  such  noble  sentiments  at  the  very  outset  of  his 
Exaltation  ceremony  must  surely  convey  to  the  Candidate  that  he  has 
been  admitted  to  the  very  Holy  of  Holies  of  the  Temple  of  Freemasonry 
and  that  his  attitude  in  the  chapter  must  be  one  of  genuine  reverance  and 
humility,  an  attitude  all  too  rare  now  a  days  in  a  world  where  there  is 
so  much  evidence  of  cynicism  and  scepticism  on  the  subject  of  religion 
and  even  of  moral  behaviour. 

After  having  solemnly  affirmed,  whilst  still  blindfolded,  that  he 
puts  his  trust  in  the  T.L.G.M.H.,  he  is  made  to  realise  that  in  front  of 
him  stands  a  sacred  shrine  towards  which  he  must  advance  with  rever- 
ential awe  for  upon  it  lies  the  sacred  and  mysterious  Name  of  God. 

All  of  us,  having  passed  through  the  Exaltation  ceremony  will  recall 
how  deeply  moved  we  were,  especially  at  that  particular  stage  of  the 
ceremony,  and  how  we  wondered  what  was  really  happening  as  we  were 
helping  to  wrench  forth  two  of  the  copestones  of  the  crown  of  an  arch  of 
a  vaulted  chamber,  which  act  was  followed  by  the  reading  of  selections 
from  the  second  and  third  chapters  of  the  Book  of  Proverbs,  inculcating 
the  diligent  pursuit  of  wisdom  which  in  its  essence  is  the  knowledge  and 
fear  of  God  after  which  we  entered  into  a  solemn  obligation  to  keep 
inviolate  our  mystic  rites. 

We  wondered  also  what  it  all  meant  when  we  were  made  to  touch 
"something  like  a  scroll  of  parchment",  and  when  we  were  reminded 
that  man  would  have  remained  in  ignorance  and  error  had  it  not  pleased 
the  Almighty  to  call  him  to  light  and  immortality  by  the  revelation  of  his 
Holy  Will  and  Word. 

The  psychological  insight  displayed  by  the  pious  and  learned  com- 
posers of  the  Exaltation  Ceremony  deserves  our  fullest  admiration,  for 
in  the  course  of  it  the  candidate  is  gradually  led  from  step  to  step 
through  a  new  and  intriguing  experience  until  he  is  suddenly  confronted 
on  being  restored  to  light  by  an  impressive  spectacle  which  must  be  for- 
ever deeply  engraved  on  his  memory. 
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For  a  few  silent  moments,  inexpressively  eloquent,  he  gazes  with 
surprise  upon  the  scene  which  opens  out  before  him.  Against  a  dark 
background  he  sees  for  the  first  time,  the  lined  up  Companions  forming 
an  arch  with  their  wands,  also  the  Altar,  the  face  of  which  is  covered 
from  view.  He  sees  the  three  greater  lights  and  the  three  lesser  lights 
and  also  the  banners  ranged  on  either  side  of  the  sacred  pavement. 

To  him  it  is  a  wonderful  and  soul-stirring  spectacle.  As  he  reads 
when  called  upon,  the  opening  words  of  the  Book  of  Genesis  he  is  made 
to  realize  the  pre-eminent  place  which  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred  Law 
occupies  in  a  Royal  Arch  Chapter  and  the  fact  that  this  degree  emphasis 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  man  to  walk  worthily  in  that  light  of  truth  which 
God  has  caused  to  shine  around  us. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  detail  further  the  progress  of  the 
Exaltation  ceremony.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Candidate  is  soon  made 
to  realize  that  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  is  indeed  the  very  essence  of  Free- 
masonry. 

Laurence  Dermott  well  said  in  1756,  "I  firmly  believe  that  the  Royal 
Arch  is  the  root,  heart  and  marrow  of  Freemasonry." 

Even  a  cursory  study  of  this  Supreme  Degree  must  satisfy  the 
earnest  enquirer  that  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  is  not  a  fortuitous  aggregate 
of  details  and  episodes.  It  presents  the  eternal  idea  of  man,  the  perfect 
beauty  of  thought  and  conduct  to  which  he  aspires.  It  is  an  expression 
of  the  soul  at  its  best,  a  fusian  of  fine  ideas  and  aspirations.  Its  back- 
ground is  picturesque.     It  touches  the  heart  of  the  faithful. 

Once  we  have  come  under  the  full  spell  of  the  H.R.A.  of  Jerusalem 
with  its  impressive  rites  and  ceremonies  with  its  beautiful  symbolism 
and  rich  colouring,  with  the  nobility  of  its  English  diction  and  its  elo- 
quent urge  to  pursue  unswervingly  the  knowledge  of  God,  than  which 
there  is  no  higher  knowledge,  and  to  reverence  his  Sacred  and  mysterious 
Name,  we  can  well  understand  the  unbounded  enthusiasm  shown  by  those 
Masonic  writers  who  have  variously  described  our  illustrious  order  as  the 
"Copestone",  the  "Non  plus  Ultra"  the  "centre  and  circumference",  "the 
Alpha  and  Omega"  of  Freemasonry. 

When  dealing  with  the  Exaltation  ceremony,  Hutchinson  (1732- 
1814)  who  gave  the  first  philosophical  explanation  of  our  symbols,  wrote: 
"'As  Mos^-s  was  commanded  to  put  off  his  shoes  from  off  his  feet  at  Horeb 
because  the  ground  he  trod  on  was  sanctified  by  the  presence  of  the 
Divinity,  so  the  Mason  who  would  prepare  himself  for  this  exalted  stage 
of  Masonry  should  advance  in  the  naked  paths  of  truth,  be  divested  of 
every  degree  of  arrogance  and  approach  with  steps  of  innocence,  humility 
and  virtue  to  challenge  the  ensigns  of  an  order  whose  institutions  arise 
on  the  most  sacred  and  solemn  principles  of  religion." 

The  H.R.A.  has  been  described  as  the  most  beautiful  and  the  most 
perfect  of  all  priceless  jewels  which  enrich  the  diadem  of  Freemasonry. 
It  is  a  gem  from  the  carefully  cut  facets  of  which  there  are  reflected  the 
loveliest  colours.  The  secret  of  its  beauty  lies  in  the  fact  that  what  is 
reflected  is  the  pure  light  of  Holiness,  a  ray  caught  from  the  nimbus  of 
the  divine  glory. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  today,  as  throughout  many  centuries 
the  Almighty  is  referred  to  by  Jews  as  "The  Holy  One,  blessed  be  He," 
and  they  never  attempt  to  pronounce  the  Tetragrammatan,  or  the  "four- 
lettered  Name  of  God  otherwise  styled  the  "Ineffable  Name". 

As  stated  in  our  ritual,  "It  was  not  lawful  for  any  but  the  High 
Priest  to  mention  the  sacred  and  mysterious  name  of  the  T.A.L.G.M.H. 
and  he  only  once  a  year  when  he  entered  on  the  great  day  of  Atonement 
into  the  H.  of  H.  and  stood  before  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  to  make 
propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  people." 
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Christianity  and  Judaism  alike  recognize  the  glorification  of  God's 
name  as  the  highest  human  duty. 

"What  is  the  chief  and  highest  end  of  man?  asks  the  Catechism  of 
the  larger  Westminster  Confession.  It  answers,  "A  man't  chief  and  high- 
est end  is  to  glorify  God  and  fully  enjoy  Him  forever."  Just  as  the  true 
Christian  in  the  Lord's  Prayer  declares  "Hallowed  be  Thy  Name,  so,  in  the 
Kaddish  Prayer  the  Jew  declares,  Magnified  and  exalted  by  God's  great 
Name  in  the  world  which  He  created  according  to  His  Will." 

For  the  glorification  of  God's  name  both  Christians  and  Jews  have 
cheerfully  suffered  martyrdom,  refusing  steadfastly,  under  the  penalty 
of  death,  to  worship  at  the  altars  of  pagan  tyrants. 

We  can  all,  whatever  our  particular  religion  ,earnestly  echo  the 
declaration  of  our  Ritual  that  "this  Supreme  Degree  should  inspire  its 
members  with  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  God  and  lead  to  the  practise  of 
the  most  pure  and  sublime  piety  and  a  reverance  for  the  Incomprehen- 
sible J-H,  the  Eternal  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  the  elemental  Life  the  prim- 
ordial source  of  all  its  principles,  the  very  spring  and  foundation  of  all 
its  virtues  the  first  Great  Cause  of  all  things. 

One  of  the  most  impressive  lectures  included  in  the  exaltation  Cere- 
mony is  the  Mystical  Lecture  which  in  its  explanation  of  the  five  signs 
adopted  in  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  stresses  the  unlimited  veneration  and 
complete  submission  due  to  the  Almighty,  and  the  duties  we  owe  to  each 
other,  and  also  indicates  the  relation  we  bear  to  the  Great  I  am,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  Ending,  the  First  and  the  Last. 

No  Companion  can  fail  to  appreciate  the  rich  spiritual  quality  of 
that  loftily  conceived  and  finely  composed  address. 

Once  he  has  been  exalted  in  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  the  Companion  is 
to  regard  himself  as  a  "Companion  of  those  who  fear  the  Lord"  and  who 
ardently  desire  to  perform  His  precepts. 

He  has  become  a  sharer  in  one  of  the  most  secret  of  secrets  relating 
to  God  and  is  expected  to  prove  himself  to  be  an  active  seeker  after 
central  spiritual  realities. 

In  ancient  times,  members  elected  to  serve  on  the  Grand  Sanheidrin 
had  to  be  deeply  versed  in  and  sturdy  guardians  of  God's  Revealed  Word, 
men  of  genuine  piety  and  spotless  reputation. 

After  having  passed  through  the  moving  ceremony  of  his  exaltation 
the  new  Companion  having  been  invested  with  the  regalia  of  our  order 
clothed  with  the  robes  of  innocence,  invested  with  his  collar,  entrusted 
with  his  baton,  decorated  with  the  jewel  and  informed  of  the  Sacred 
Words  and  the  manner  of  sharing  and  communicating  the  same,  solomnly 
pledges  himself  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  attaching  to  every 
duly  exalted  Companion  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch,  and  is  then  accepted 
as  a  member  of  the  august  assembly  of  the  Grand  Sanheidrin. 

When  in  due  course,  he  comes  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  the  installa- 
tion of  Principals  and  investiture  of  officers,  he  cannot  but  find  these 
proceedings  both  impressive  and  inspiring.  The  several  charges  which  he 
hears  recited  and  which  contain  so  many  beautiful  gems  of  thought  and 
spiritual  teaching  uplift  his  mind  and  finely  touch  his  soul. 

He  realizes  that  he  has  joined  an  Order  of  high  quality,  under  the 
auspices  of  which  men  of  different  religious  denominations  can  unite 
sincerely  in  prayer  to  the  T.L.G.M.H. 

He  comes  to  see  that  although  the  H.R.A.  Chapter  does  not  profess 
to  be  a  religion,  it  is  essentially  religious,  that  it  is  not  a  social  club  it 
promotes  convivial  social  and  fraternal  intercourse  among  its  members, 
that  although  not  claiming  to  be  a  scholastic  institution,  the  Chapter 
stresses  the  fundamentals  of  human  knowledge,  and  encourages  the  pur- 
suit of  the  highest  truth  accessible  to  man  and  stresses  moral  principles 
vital  to  true  civilization. 
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He  recognizes  that  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  is  not  static  but 
dynamic  in  quality,  aiming  as  it  does  to  elevate  our  way  of  life  in  our 
daily  avocations  and  in  our  relationship  with  our  fellowmen. 

The  perplexing  moral,  social  and  economic  problems  which  still  press 
upon  the  minds  of  all  thinking  people  in  our  troubled  world  today  repre- 
sent a  stern  challenge  to  the  foremost  statesmen  of  our  time  and  to  all 
lovers  of  peace,  who  have  to  accept  the  fact  that,  no  matter  how  well 
organized  are  external  national  controls  or  how  skilfully  devised  are  the 
sanctions  for  the  enforcement  of  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  United 
Nations  international  good  will  and  progress  can  only  ensue  as  the  result 
of  a  basic  improvement  in  human  outlook  and  moral  feelings  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  humankind. 

The  Holy  Royal  Arch,  in  its  broadly  based  ideology,  takes  primary 
human  rites,  particularly  the  right  to  freedom,  for  granted,  and  seeks 
further  to  establish  those  rights  and  to  emphasize  them  by  its  lofty 
and  Bible-inspired  spiritual  teaching. 

Our  Illustrious  Order  forcuses  our  attention  upon  the  eternal  verities 
which  transend  human  vision  and,  by  its  reverent  attitude  towards  God 
and  its  emphasis  upon  the  duty  of  benevolence,  and  the  service  of  our 
fellows  it  tends  to  strengthen  the  foundations  of  our  spiritual  life. 

The  companionship  which  the  H.R.A.  seeks  to  engender  and  which  is 
so  beautifully  defined  in  the  "closing"  address  is  of  a  high  order.  It  can 
help  those  who  share  to  reach  a  lofty  plane  of  thought  and  feeling  and 
to  experience  a  fresh  stimulus  to  improve  the  conditions  of  human  exis- 
tence. 

Marcus  Aurelius  wrote,  "Man  should  live  as  on  a  mountain."  In 
other  words,  he  should  live  in  the  world  and  yet  above  the  world,  playing 
his  full  part  in  the  battle  of  life  and  at  the  same  time  hold  aloft  the  ban- 
ner of  Truth,  Justice  and  Kindness. 

Need  it  be  repeated  that  we  are  living  in  troublous  times,  when  the 
very  foundations  of  this  distracted  world's  moral  outlook  are  rocking, 
when  there  is  a  lamentable  lack  of  real  respect  and  reverence  for  that 
which  is  holy,  when  a  devitalizing  rationalism  seeks  to  destroy  religious 
faith,  to  dethrone  God  and  to  erect  in  His  stead  the  idol  of  brute  force. 
It  has  been  well  said  that  "the  world  does  not  need  a  new  map  but  a  new 
soul". 

We  are  witnessing  a  world  in  transition  amidst  the  clash  of  contend- 
ing ideologies,  a  world  in  which  there  is  to  be  seen  a  disconcerting  dis- 
parity between  scientific  achievement  and  man's  spiritual  advancement. 

Man  has  made  dazzling  prograss  in  scientific  discovery,  enabling 
him  to  disengage  from  the  initial  complex  composition  destructive  natural 
forces  which,  if  not  wisely  controlled  can  annihilate  our  modern  civiliza- 
tion as  in  a  moment.  The  fearful  possibility  of  resort  to  the  Hydrogen 
bomb  as  the  latest  and  most  deadly  form  of  national  assault  or  defence 
almost  paralyses  the  mind  with  fear  as  to  the  future  destiny  of  mankind. 

Whilst  it  is  also  true  that  in  the  field  of  medical  progress  and  health 
reform  substantial  advancement  has  been  made,  the  fact  remains  that 
the  soul  of  man  has  not  kept  pace  with  such  scientific  advancement  but 
has  sadly  lagged  behind  in  human  affairs. 

It  has  been  well  asked,  in  the  blinding  brilliance  of  the  nuclear 
bursting  of  atomic  bombs  is  there  a  light  for  man's  spirit?" 

It  is  patent  to  every  thinking  person  that  only  by  strengthening 
and  the  right  direction  of  the  human  soul  can  man  attain  to  happiness 
and  genuine  security,  "Not  by  strength  nor  by  might  but  by  my  spirit 
saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 


The  H.R.A.  accepts  unquestionably  this  sound  principle  of  human  pro- 
gress. This  order  with  its  fine  teachings  and  its  beautiful  symbolism 
can  help  its  Companions  to  clarify  their  spiritual  outlook,  ensure  their 
moral  stability,  add  warmth  to  their  sense  of  brotherhood,  help  them 
along  the  path  of  good  citizenship,  direct  their  thoughts  to  God  and  to 
righteousness. 

The  spiritual  grandeur  of  this  Supreme  degree  cannot  be  gainsaid. 
Stemming  as  it  does,  from  the  teachings  of  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred 
Law,  its  noble  appeal  overspans  all  sectarian  and  other  distinctions 
amongst  the  Companions  and  binds  them  together  in  humble  loyalty  to 
the  "actual  Future  eternal,  unchangeable  and  all  sufficient  God,  who 
alone  has  his  being  of  Himself  and  gives  to  others  their  being.  Who  was 
what  He  is,  is  what  He  was  and  ever  will  remain  what  He  was  and  what 
He  is  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  all  creation  being  dependent  upon 
his  Mighty  Will. 
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THE  CHARTER  OF  COMPACT  ERECTING  THE  FIRST 
GRAND  CHAPTER 

By  Excellent  Companion  Berrard  E.  Jones,  Past  Grand  Standard  Bearer 

of  The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  England 
Quartely  Convocation,  Wednesday,  7th  November,  1956 

I  am  privileged  to  give  you  a  short  lecture  on  a  subject  of  great  his- 
torical importance  —  the  charter  of  Compact,  a  document  which  is  now 
one  hundred  and  ninety  years  of  age  and  records  a  covenant  between 
the  then  Grand  Master,  Lord  Blayney,  and  a  number  of  Companions, 
many  of  them  prominent  in  their  day.  It  is  a  document  that  erected  the 
Excellent  Grand  and  Royal  Chapter  —  The  First  Grand  Chapter  in  Eng- 
land and  the  First  in  the  World  —  one  of  the  two  Grand  Chapters  that 
in  1817  united  to  form  this  Supreme  Grand  Chapter. 

It  did  not,  of  course,  bring  into  existence  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  for 
ceremonies  not  always  known  by  that  name  but  wholly  concerned  with 
certain  discoveries  made  in  an  arched  cript  in  the  foundation  of  the 
Temple  had  been  practised  for  a  generation  or  more,  chiefly,  but  far 
from  entirely,  these  ceremonies  had  been  worked  in  the  Lodges  of  the 
so-called  "Antient"  Masons,  Brethren  under  the  jurisdiction  of  an  opposi- 
tion Grand  Lodge  that  had  been  founded  in  the  middle  of  the  century, 
some  decades  later  than  the  premier  or  original  one.  The  first  comers 
are  known  to  history  as  "Moderns"  the  later  comers  as  "Antients". 

The  "Antients"  both  their  Grand  Lodge  and  their  private  Lodges, 
took  for  granted  that  their  ordinary  Craft  warrants  covered  or  included 
the  Royal  Arch  and,  indeed,  almost  any  other  ceremony  they  were  inclined 
to  work.  The  private  Lodges  of  the  "Moderns"  also  those  under  the 
premier  Grand  Lodge,  tended  to  take  the  same  view,  but  in  their  cases 
they  ran  counter  to  the  strongly  held  conviction  of  their  own  Grand  Lodge 
which  officially  did  not  favour  the  Royal  Arch.  A  baffling  situation 
but  you  must  not  forget  that  we  are  speaking  of  the  conditions  of  nearly 
two  centuries  ago  when  Grand  Lodge  still  lacked  the  influence  and  pow- 
erful organization  which  we  associate  with  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
to-day. 

Although,  officially,  the  "Moderns"  did  not  recognize  Royal  Arch 
Masonry,  nevertheless  many  of  its  Grand  Officers,  even  high  officers 
were  "arched"  (as  exaltation  was  often  then  termed)  but  obviously  the 
private  Lodges  in  practising  the  ceremony  were  acting  irregularly.  Offi- 
cial opposition  to  the  Royal  Arch  continued  for  half  a  century,  that  is, 
until  peace  and  unity  came  to  the  two  opposed  Grand  Lodges  in  1813 
and  to  the  two  opposed  Grand  Chapters  four  years  later. 

In  1766  Lord  Blayney  was  in  his  second  and  final  term  of  office  as 
Grand  Master  of  the  premier  Grand  Lodge.  By  this  time  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  was  established  particularly  so  among  the  "Antients"  rather 
less  strongly  among  the  "Moderns"  for  whereas  with  the  former  the 
Royal  Arch  was  an  integral  part  of  their  Freemasonry  and  enjoyed  the 
guidance  and  supervision  of  their  Grand  Lodge  —  without  any  conscious 
need  at  that  time  of  any  Grand  Chapter  —  with  the  "moderns"  on  the 
other  hand  the  Royal  Arch  was  an  unrecognized  ceremonial  and  there 
was  consequently  real  occasion  for  a  governing  body  to  which  the  grow- 
ing number  of  RoyaJ  Arch  Lodges  and  chapters  would  be  in  obedience, 
that  would  carefully  watch  the  development  of  the  fast  growing  Order, 
and  bring  much  needed  uniformity  into  the  ceremonial  and  Lodge  regula- 
tions. 

It  was  the  custom  at  that  time  to  exalt  candidates  in  Lodges  which 
in  effect,  were  craft  Lodges  opened  in  an  additional  degree  but  already 
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there  were  a  few  separate  chapters  and  it  was  one  of  these  founded  in 
1756,  that  was  quickly  to  find  itself  erected  into  a  Grand  Chapter.  In 
its  early  months  it  had  no  name  and  for  the  moment  I  will  call  it  "this 
special  chapter".  It  had  sprung  from  a  lodge  having  a  short  lived 
Chapter  attached  to  it  —  quite  a  new  lodge,  the  Caledonian  which  today 
is  No.  134  and  will  in  eight  years'  time  complete  two  hundred  years  of 
an  honoured  life.  The  special  chapter  had  apparently  been  founded  for 
the  distinct  purpose  of  being  erected  into  a  Grand  Chapter  at  the  first 
opportunity. 

That  opportunity  came  in  June  of  the  very  next  year,  1766,  with  the 
exaltation  (in  the  special  Chapter)  of  Cadwallader,  9th  Lord  Blayney, 
a  Major-general  in  His  Majesty's  Service  and  Grand  Master  of  the 
"Moderns"  —  the  original  —  Grand  Lodge.  He  was  the  first  English 
Grand  Master  to  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  exalted  in  the 
presence  of  twenty-seven  Companions  including  Officers  of  Grand  Lodge 
and  immediately  became  head  of  English  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  the 
First  Principal  of  the  special  Chapter,  very  soon  to  be  known  as  the  Ex- 
cellent Grand  and  Royal  Chapter. 

In  his  assumption  of  high  office  we  see  the  origin,  nearly  two  cen- 
turies ago  of  the  rule  by  which  the  Grand  Master  in  the  Craft  becomes, 
if  qualified,  the  First  Grand  Principal.  We  more  easily  understand  how 
Lord  Blayney  could  immediately  assume  such  high  office  when  we  re- 
member that  in  those  far  off  formative  days  there  was  no  esoteric  dis- 
tinction, strictly  relevant  to  the  Royal  Arch,  between  a  Principal  and 
the  newest  exaltee.  Both  of  them  knew  but  one  Royal  Arch  ceremony, 
for  the  installation  into  the  three  Chairs,  each  with  its  own  peculiar 
secrets,  was  in  general  much  more  than  fifty  years  ahead. 

We  can  assume  that  Lord  Blayney's  exaltation  was  part  of  a  well 
prepared  plan  to  erect  a  Grand  Chapter,  for  at  the  meeting  in  July,  only 
one  month  later  the  Charter  of  Compact  was  signed  and  sealed  by  him 
and  his  Companions. 

The  charter  pleasantly  written  and  illuminated,  is  actually  an  agree- 
ment between,  on  the  one  part,  Lord  Blayney,  described  as  the  "Grand 
Master  of  Free  and  accepted  Masons  and  also  Most  Excellent  Grand 
Master  of  the  Royal  Arch  of  Jerusalem"  and,  on  the  other  part,  many 
Most  Excellent  Brethren  and  Companions  "whose  names  appear  on  the 
document;  but  in  spite  of  the  description  thus  applied  to  Lord  Blayney, 
it  is  difficult  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  exact  capacity  in  which  he 
acted,  for,  as  I  have  shown,  his  Grand  Lodge  had  no  use  for  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  and  history  tells  us  that  it  left  any  act  of  recognition  to  its 
successor,  the  United  Grand  Lodge  formed  nearly  half  a  century  later. 

You  will  note  one  curious  point;  Masonic  historians  give  the  date 
of  the  Charter  of  Compact  as  1767  but  the  minutes  of  the  first  Grand 
Chapter  clearly  establish  that  the  correct  date  is  one  year  earlier,  and 
photographs  of  the  documents  taken  by  todays  scientific  methods  show 
"1766"  has  been  altered  to  "1767".  Whether  the  alteration  had  any 
relation  to  the  fact  that  in  the  later  year  Lord  Blayney  had  reverted  from 
the  Grand  Master  in  the  Craft  to  his  purely  private  capacity  is  simply 
a  matter  for  conjecture. 

In  the  charter  the  Grand  Master  alludes  to  himself  as  "having 
duly  passed  the  "Royal  Arch"  and  addresses  himself  "to  all  the  Enlight- 
ened, Entered,  Passed,  Raised  and  Exalted"  Brethren  and  in  particular 
to  certain  "dearly  beloved  and  Most  Excellent  Brethren"  (who  are  named) 
and  the  rest  of  his  "Excellent  Companions  of  the  respectable  Chapter 
held  at  the  Turk's  Head  Tavern  in  Gerrard  Street,  Soho".  He  grants 
them  a  "Charter  of  Institution  and  Protection",  institutes  and  erects 
them  to  be  "The  Grand  and  Royal  Chapter  of  the  Royal  Arch  of  Jeru- 
salem"  and   names   seven    Companions   as   his   officers.     The   document 
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contains  some  fifteen  hundred  words  and  constitutes  a  remarkable  piece 
of  historic  evidence.  It  includes  eleven  Regulations  which  alone  would 
serve  as  text  for  a  long  lecture,  quite  out  of  the  question  this  morning. 

In  its  left  margin  are  delineated  the  first  approved  designs  of  the 
jewel  of  the  Order,  essentially  as  you  have  it  today,  but  the  little  triangle 
or  delta  in  the  centre  was  then  exlusive  to  the  jewels  of  the  First  Grand 
Principal  and  his  Deputy.  In  as  much  as  the  Royal  Arch  developed  from 
a  ceremonial  in  which  the  imagery  of  the  sword  and  trowel  was  prominent, 
we  might  have  expected  that  the  jewel  would  combine  these  two  —  the 
weapon  and  the  tool  —  as  indeed  was  the  case  in  the  Jewels  of  at  least 
one  old  Chapter  in  the  North  of  England.  The  choice,  however  fell  upon 
the  mystical  device  of  the  interlaced  triangles  as  illustrated  in  the  Chap- 
ter, but  there  is  one  significant  detail:  the  jewel  of  the  First  Grand 
Principal  as  given  in  the  margin  does  not  include  a  trowel,  the  triangle 
in  the  centre  of  the  device  having  been  converted  to  a  trowel  simply  by 
giving  it  a  handle. 

The  Royal  Arch  apron  with  its  crimson  indentation  is  prescribed  in 
the  Third  Regulation  where  there  is  illustrated  the  "T  over  H"  mono- 
gram to  be  borne  by  the  apron.  That  monogram  alluded  to  the  Temple  at 
Jerusalem  and  also  quite  likely  had  a  Christian  interpretation:  to-day  it 
is  known  in  its  developed  form  as  the  Triple  Tau,  consisting  of  three  Ts 
or  Taus  forming  the  original  letters. 

Of  peculiar  interest  are  nine  equilaterial  triangles  disposed  three  at 
the  top  of  the  Charter  and  three  at  the  bottom,  one  on  each  side  and  one 
in  the  centre.  At  first  glance  they  appear  to  be  just  an  attempt  at  appro- 
priate ornamentation,  but  fortunately  for  us  they  are  more  than  that.  I 
must  remind  you  that  the  eye  of  imagination  sees  in  every  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  two  pillars  —  those  already  known  to  you  in  Craft  Masonry — 
supporting  a  catenarian  arch,  but  it  does  not  see  the  pillars  standing  with 
the  arch  above  them;  it  sees  them  in  the  form  of  a  plan  or  horizontal 
design.  At  the  two  points  where  the  arch  springs  from  the  pillars, 
••oughly  half-way  up  the  Chapter,  are  respectively  the  Scribes  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah.  At  the  apex  of  the  arch  are  the  Three  Principals.  At  the 
other  end  of  the  Chapter  between  the  bases  of  the  pillars  are  the  Three 
Sojourners.  In  the  centre  of  the  Chapter  is  the  stone  or  altar.  The 
enlightened  Mason  learns  from  the  disposition  of  the  triangles  in  the 
Charter  what  the  exact  arrangement  of  the  Chapter  was  nearly  two 
centuries  ago,  and  notes  with  real  satisfaction  that  it  was  precisely  the 
same  then  as  it  is  today. 

The  central  triangle  representing  the  stone  or  altar,  contains  the 
initials  IN  of  whose  meaning  we  cannot  now  be  sure,  but  they  have  been 
thought  to  stand  for  the  "Ineffable  Name"  but  just  as  likely  may  have 
had  a  Christian  significance. 

I  am  sorry  that  time  does  not  allow  me  to  mention  the  many  other 
important  features  but  I  hope  I  have  said  enough  to  sharpen  your  in- 
terest in  a  unique  document,  one  that  normally  hangs  in  the  Librarian's 
room  here  in  Freemason's  Hall,  but  which  today  for  the  benefit  of 
Companions  who  would  like  to  inspect  it,  is  displayed  on  an  easel  beyond 
the  portals  of  Grand  Chapter. 
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THE  HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND  OF  ROYAL  ARCH 
FREEMASONRY 

By  M.  Em.  Companion  Arthur  John  Dean 

First  Grand  Principal,  The  Supreme  Grand  Chapter  of  Victoria 

Apart  altogether  from  the  claims  made  in  the  ritual,  it  is  obvious  to 
the  observant  Freemason  that  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  is  built  upon 
Craft  Freemasonry;  the  layout  of  the  chapter  and  the  concentration  of 
the  ceremony  around  this  central  layout  is  sufficient  evidence  without 
going  any  further.  Therefore  when  considering  the  historical  background 
of  the  Royal  Arch  we  must  first  look  into  that  of  the  Craft. 

"Ancient  no  doubt  it  is,  having  existed  from  time  immemorial".  'The 
usages  and  customs  among  Freemasons  have  ever  borne  a  near  affinity 
to  those  of  the  ancient  Egyptians." 

Two  quotations  from  the  Craft  Ritual.  Are  we  to  assume  then  that 
Freemasonry,  as  we  know  it,  has  existed  for  thousands  of  years,  going- 
back  to  man's  early  beginnings?  There  is  no  evidence  to  support  such 
an  idea;  but  some  will  say,  how  is  it  that  some  of  our  Masonic  symbols 
are  found  in  the  preserved  records  of  very  early  civilizations  ?  The 
answer  to  this  is,  of  course,  that  all  civilization  has  a  common  origin. 

It  does  not  matter  whether  we  believe  the  story  of  creation  as  given 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Volume  of  the  Sacred  Law  to  be  a  statement  of 
fact  or  we  take  the  modern  scientific  view  of  man's  gradual  development 
from  some  earlier  form;  the  point  is  that  there  was  a  time  when  men 
first  appeared  upon  the  earth;  numbers  were  few  and  man  had  every- 
thing to  learn;  for  a  very  long  period  men  were  able  to  live  as  food 
gatherers;  it  was  only  when  numbers  increased  to  a  degree  that  put  some 
pressure  on  the  available  resources  that  men  gradually  changed  over  to 
food  production  —  the  first  step  on  the  road  to  civilization. 

Some  of  our  most  prominent  scientists  believe  that  the  first  step 
was  taken  in  the  area  of  the  Nile  Delta  and  produce  strong'  evidence  in 
support  of  this  idea;  but  if  this  be  doubted,  the  evidence  that  all  civiliza- 
tion began  around  the  Eastern  end  of  Mediterranean  and  has  spread 
from  there  all  over  the  world  is  now  considered  to  be  proved  beyond 
doubt. 

It  came  to  Western  Europe  to  which  our  civilization  belongs  from  the 
Egyptians  via  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  The  Romans  built  upon  founda- 
tions that  the  Greeks  had  laid.  Rome  began  as  a  city  state  and  ultimately 
became  the  ruler  of  all  the  areas  around  the  Mediterranean  Basin,  extend- 
ing north  into  Western  Europe,  with  the  Rhine  as  an  eastern  boundary 
right  into  Britain;  the  line  of  her  most  northern  boundary  extended  at  one 
time  from  the  Forth  to  the  Clide,  but  generally  it  was  from  Newcastle  on 
Tyne  to  Carlisle.  Rome  first  comes  into  historical  view  about  550  B.C. 
and  the  Empire  was  broken  up  by  the  invasion  of  the  Germanic  tribes  in 
Europe  and  by  the  Mohammedan  Arabs  in  Africa  in  the  years  400  to  700 
A.D. 

It  was  the  division  of  the  European  portion  of  the  Roman  Empire 
amongst  the  Chieftains  of  the  Germanic  peoples  that  brought  into  exis- 
tence the  National  Groups  roughly  as  we  have  them  today. 

Now,  although  the  Germanic  peoples  —  the  group  to  which  most  of 
us  belong  —  conquered  the  Roman  Empire,  Roman  civilization  ultimately 
conquered  them,  and,  as  Christianity  had  become  the  official  religion  of 
the  Empire,  it  ultimately  became  the  religion  of  the  whole  of  Western 
Europe,  and  from  A.D.  800  to  about  1500  A.D.,  the-  majority  of  people  in 
Western  Europe  accepted  the  authority  of  the  church  without  question, 
and  it  can  truly  be  said  that  for  600  years  the  Church  coloured  every 
aspect  of  daily  life. 
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During  the  fifteenth  century  occurred  two  events  which  had  a  re- 
markable effect  upon  what  can  best  be  described  as  the  culture  of  Wes- 
tern Europe;  Constantinople,  the  last  remains  of  the  original  Roman 
Empire  was  captured  by  the  Turks  and  became  the  centre  of  Mohamme- 
danism, and  Granada  —  the  Mohammedan  kingdom  which  had  occupied 
the  southern  half  of  the  Spanish  peninsula  —  was  finally  conquered  by 
the  Northern  Spaniards  in  1491. 

Both  Constantinople  and  Granada  had  long  provided  a  refuge  for 
those  who  had  preserved  something  of  the  liberal  thought  of  the  old 
world  during  the  centuries  when  a  highly  regimented  religious  outlook 
had  cramped  the  thinking  of  the  people  of  Europe,  and  from  this  period 
we  see  the  awakening  of  men's  minds  to  wider  fields  of  thought.  It  is 
the  period  which  historians  speak  of  as  the  Renaissance. 

It  is  time  now  for  me  to  speak  more  particularly  of  the  History  of 
our  home  land;  this  is  more  important  to  us  because  Freemasonry,  as  we 
know  it,  had  its  origin  in  our  homeland  from  whence  it  has  spread  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  It  is  obvious  that  Freemasonry,  and  particularly  Royal 
Arch  Freemasonry,  is  built  upon  the  Bible  that  we  speak  of  it  as  the 
Volume  of  the  Sacred  Law  does  not  make  any  difference;  it  is  the  same 
Sacred  Book;  and  it  can  safely  be  said  that  we  should  never  have  known 
about  the  Volume  of  The  Sacred  Law  had  not  our  ancestors,  the  Saxon 
people  been  converted  to  Christianity  in  the  seventh  century. 

The  Saxons  came  to  Britain  as  invaders  determined  to  settle;  they 
were  followed  later  by  other  people  of  Germanic  stock,  usually  spoken 
of  as  the  Danes;  after  a  long  and  bitter  struggle,  the  country  settled  down 
and  when  the  last  of  the  Saxon-Danish  Kings,  Edward  the  Confessor, 
died  the  people  exercised  an  ancient  right  and  elected  Harold  as  King;  he 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  great  families,  but  Harold's  right  to  be  king 
was  disputed  by  William,  Duke  of  Normandy,  who  could  justly  say  that 
if  any  one  had  any  hereditary  right  to  be  king  it  was  himself.  William 
landed  in  the  south  of  England  with  an  army  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  1066;  he  defeated  Harold  and  the  South  Saxons,  was  recognized  as 
King  by  the  City  of  London,  in  return  for  such  recognition  he  granted  to 
the  City  of  London  complete  freedom  to  manage  their  own  affairs,  and 
the  conditions  associated  with  the  granting  of  this  charter  contributed 
to  the  development  of  Freemasonry  five  and  a  half  centuries  later,  be- 
cause the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  the  oldest  sovereign  of  Freemasons 
in  the  world  and  its  formation  is  responsible  for  Freemasonry  as  we  have 
it  today,  and  London  has  always  been  the  foremost  in  the  struggle  for 
freedom. 

From  about  1150  to  1500  the  enthusiasm  for  church  and  cathedral 
building  was  at  its  highest,  and  it  was  during  this  period  that  the  Craft 
Guilds  of  masons  became  an  important  factor  in  the  social  economy  of 
Great  Britain.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  origin  of  the  first 
two  craft  Degrees  is  the  simple  Ceremonial  used  by  the  operative  Masons 
when  admitting  apprentices  to  membership  in  their  guilds  or  lodges,  the 
Ceremony  being  described  as  "Entering  the  Apprentice";  when  entered 
he  immediately  became  a  Fellow  of  the  Craft. 

If  we  would  understand  what  brought  into  being  Freemasonry  as 
we  know  it  we  must  look  into  some  of  the  highlights  of  the  history  of 
the  British  people  between  the  years  1530  and  1750. 

Western  Europe  generally  had  accepted  without  much  question  a 
highly  regimentated  system  of  control  in  matters  of  religion  from  about 
the  year  800  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  then  under  the  influence 
of  new  learning  men  began  to  challenge  the  authority  of  the  churchmen. 
The  sixteenth  century  is  roughly  the  period  that  historians  speak  of  as 
the  Reformation.     In  England,  Henry  the  VIII  reigned;  Government  was 


75 

then  really  administered  by  the  Crown;  Parliament  acted  only  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity  and  its  real  purpose  was  to  find  ways  and  means  of 
raising  money  by  taxation  to  carry  on  the  King's  Government.  Henry 
was  strongly  opposed  to  religious  change  on  the  lines  of  the  Continental 
reformers  but  he  gave  orders  that  the  Bible  should  be  read  to  the  people 
in  English;  previously  it  had  always  been  read  in  Latin.  It  is  from  this 
time  that  the  interest  of  the  English  people  in  the  Bible  really  begins, 
and  when  the  authorized  version  of  the  Bible  was  issued  in  1610  and 
people  heard  the  beautiful  language  of  that  masterpiece  of  literature, 
the  British  people  became  the  greatest  Bible  readers  in  the  world.  In- 
deed there  is  much  evidence  to  support  the  view  that  during  the  seven- 
teenth century  there  were  thousands  of  people  who  could  read  who  had 
never  read  any  other  book. 

The  extent  to  which  the  mind  of  a  quite  ordinary  person  could  be- 
come completely  saturated  with  the  Bible  is  evident  to  anyone  who  has 
read  "Pilgrim's  Progress"  written  by  John  Bunyan,  a  humble  citizen  of 
Bedford  whose  book  was  published  about  1680. 

About  1614  Rosicrucianism  was  introduced  into  England;  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Rosicrucian  book,  the  Fama  and  its  publication  in  1652  had  a 
great  influence  on  the  minds  of  those  who  considered  themselves  to  be 
philosophers,  and  I  think  that  Dr.  Cassells  is  right  in  his  view  that  it  had 
a  profound  influence  on  the  development  of  some  of  our  masonic  ideas 
particularly  as  expressed  in  the  tracing  boards  and  in  the  Royal  Arch. 

The  seventeenth  century  saw  the  growth  of  sectarianism;  it  was  a 
period  of  great  bitterness  in  the  religious  world  and  was  associated 
with  the  great  struggle  for  power  between  the  Crown  and  Parliament; 
the  civil  war  and  the  regime  of  Cromwell,  whose  rule  was  a  military  dic- 
tatorship; the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts  under  Charles  the  II  and  the 
second  struggle  between  the  Crown  and  Parliament  when  Charles  died 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  James  II. 

Following  upon  the  flight  of  James  in  1688,  parliament  decided  that 
he  should  be  succeeded  by  his  daughters  —  children  of  his  first  wife — 
Mary  and  Anne.  In  Anne's  reign,  the  union  of  parliaments  of  England 
and  Scotland  was  brought  about;  up  to  then  the  two  countries  had  been 
entirely  separate  kingdoms  but  ruled  by  the  same  sovereign.  When  Anne 
died  Parliament  invited  George,  the  Elector  of  Hanover  to  be  king. 

George,  the  First,  began  his  reign  in  1714.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land was  formed  in  London  in  1717.  The  founders  did  not  create  Free- 
masonry; it  existed  then  in  a  much  simpler  form  than  we  have  it  now, 
but  it  was  the  foundation  of  this  Grand  Lodge  that  gave  to  Freemasonry 
its  unique  direction  with  emphasis  on  freedom  and  brotherly  love.  It  is 
what  is  called  "latitudinarian"  in  its  approach  to  matters  of  religion, 
its  stand  being  "keep  your  own  ideas  of  doctrine  and  forms  of  worship 
but  don't  try  to  force  them  on  other  people;  they  may  be  valuable  but  the 
first  thing  is  to  believe  in  God,  live  righteously  and  love  your  fellow  man." 

It  is  significant  that  it  first  took  this  form  in  London,  that  great 
citadel  of  freedom  which  had  played  so  great  a  part  in  the  struggle 
between  Parliament  and  the  arbitrary  exercise  of  authority  by  the  Crown 
and  had  brought  about  the  downfall  of  the  Stuarts. 

Following  upon  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  Ire- 
land and  Scotland,  Freemasonry  was  quickly  taken  up  by  that  section  of 
society  that  can  be  described  "as  the  well  to  do";  many  of  those  who  were 
strong  Stuart  supporters  were  Freemasons  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
attempts  were  made  to  use  Freemasonry  in  support  of  the  Stuart  cause. 

Two  attempts  were  made  later  to  restore  the  direct  line  of  the 
Stuarts  to  the  throne,  one  in  1715  and  a  later  and  much  more  serious 
attempt  in  1745. 
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It  was  in  1720  that  a  supporter  of  the  Stuart  Cause  took  Free- 
masonry to  France  when  it  developed  rapidly  on  lines  never  contemplated 
by  its  founders  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

We  must  remember  that  at  the  time  when  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land was  formed  Freemasonry  consisted  of  two  degrees — E.A.  and  F.C. 
The  third  Degree  came  into  being  about  1720,  but  there  were  strong 
objections  to  it  at  first  particularly  in  Scotland. 

The  first  evidence  we  have  of  the  existence  of  a  Royal  Arch  Degree 
being  worked  in  a  Craft  Lodge  is  that  it  was  worked  in  York,  also  at 
Youghal  in  Ireland  in  1743  but  it  is  signicant  that  1740  was  the  date  at 
which  what  we  now  know  as  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite  came  into 
being  in  France  and  at  that  time  there  was  a  frequent  passage  between 
France  and  Britain  of  those  who  were  active  in  the  Stuart  cause  also 
interested  in  Freemasonry. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  ideas  were  brought  from  France  which 
formed  the  basis  of  our  Royal  Arch.  The  adoption  of  the  title  Companion 
is  evidence  of  this;  the  title  of  Companion  is  the  French  equivalent  of 
our  Fellow  Craft.  However  the  grandeur  of  the  concept  of  the  Royal 
Arch  as  we  have  it  is  not  French,  but  like  so  much  that  is  best  in  Free- 
masonry, British  in  origin  and  founded  on  the  Bible  though  coloured  by 
Rosicrucian  philosophy. 

In  this  brief  sketch  of  history  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  how  the 
struggles  for  political  and  religious  freedom  in  our  home  land,  parti- 
cularly in  London  the  reading  of  the  Bible  and  the  recognition  of  the 
importance  of  a  spiritual  background  to  our  philosophy  of  life  combined 
with  a  spirit  of  tolerance  which  developed  so  strongly  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  brought  our  Royal  Arch  Freemasonry  into  being.  It  very  quickly 
gained  strength  after  1750  when  the  schism  occurred  in  the  Masonic 
Fraternity  in  England  and  a  second  Grand  Lodge  was  formed  in  1751, 
and  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  became  the  chief  ground  for  contention,  but  the 
remarkable  fact  is  that  when  at  last  good  sense  prevailed  and  the  two 
Grand  Lodges  were  united  in  1813,  there  were  as  many  Royal  Arch 
chapters  associated  with  the  lodges  of  the  Original  Grand  Lodge  which 
did  not  recognize  the  Degree  as  there  were  in  the  Ancient  Grand  Lodge 
which  did. 

I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  reason  why  the  first  Grand  Lodge 
would  not  accept  a  Fourth  Degree  as  being  a  part  of  Freemasonry  is  be- 
cause of  the  peculiar  significance  of  Three  Degrees  and  Three  Degrees 
only,  as  when  the  union  took  place  the  Constitution  was  altered  to  include 
the  Royal  Arch  by  a  statement  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  Third  Degree  and 
every  Royal  Arch  Chapter  must  be  attached  to  a  Craft  Lodge. 

Whatever  may  be  our  personal  opinions  about  the  matter,  we  can 
all  agree  that  it  was  fortunate  the  Holy  Royal  Arch  was  preserved,  be- 
cause it  certainly  presents  Freemasonry  Universal  at  the  highest  level. 
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